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ST . MARTIN'S-LE-GRAND .

JANUARY, 1898 .

The Post Office and Athletics.

XCEPT to those who have been in the habit of attending

the annual gathering called “ The Civil Service Athletic

Sports,” the claim of the Post Office to have any

connexion with Athletics would scarcely be understood .

It is true that Post : Office men require considerable powers of

endurance, but there is nothing in our duties which suggests

the necessity for sprinting or breaking records. In official matters

we are perhaps too often contented to abide by the records of

the past . None the less, Post Office men have established for

themselves a name in the athletic world , and it is to be regretted

that no chronological record exists of the performances of the

Departmental athletes. Such a history, occupying a page of the

Post Office Guide, would doubtless add considerably to its circulation

besides increasing the variety of its contents. Now, too, that the

jokes are omitted from the Postmaster-General's report, the athletic

records, representing as they do sober fact, might with advantage

find a place.

It is not intended in this article to record the performances of past

members of the Post Office, but to briefly chronicle a few of the

best efforts of present officials.

During the last few years the “ royal and ancient game” has been

rapidly gaining fresh converts in all directions, and as two of the

Assistant Secretaries play golf, and it is also understood that the

Assistant Accountant-General has caught the fever badly, it is not

out of place to give this branch of athletics a premier position in this

notice.

The Office is to be congratulated upon possessing one of the finest

golfers in the United Kingdom in the person of Mr. Franklin Ross .

This gentleman, who is now in the Telegraph Branch of the



2 THE POST OFFICE AND ATHLETICS .

Secretary's Office, is an old Watsonian, and , although only twenty

five years of age, has a splendid list of performances against his

name. He plays in a very fine dashing style, and his “ drives

something to be remembered . He also shows to great advantage in

the three- quarter and one-half and wrist shots , and is particularly

clever in "lofting a stymie" ; but it is in his “approaching" play

that he establishes “ records." Mr. Ross has been prevented from

competing in the Championships owing to his studies ; but it is to be

hoped ,'ñow that :be:has more leisure, that he will be able to enter

some of the . forthcoming competitions, in which he is bound to

occupy : : high :prosition ::: It would require too much space to

chronicle all the prizes Mr. Ross has won-their number is legion

MR. FRANKLIN Ross.

but the following are the scores of some Greens in which he has

been successful in establishing “ records” and adding to his prize

list :

Willesden (Old Course No. I )

Willesden (New Course No. 2 ) .

Ealing .

Woodford .

Northwood (Amateur) .

Berkhamsted

Wembley

Neasden (Amateur) Tie .......

Staines (Amateur) ...

Stanmore ...

69

73

73

80

83

85

70

74

77

73
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Acton (Amateur) 73

Braids, N.B...
73

Lothianburn No. 1 (Old) . 74

Glencorse (Tie) N.B... 64

Other prominent golf players are Mr. W. H. Miller and Mr. H. L.

Chetwynd of the Accountant-General's Department, Mr. Eames of

the Savings Bank Department , and Mr. Gates of the Confidential

Enquiry Branch. Mr. Miller is an old cricketer, being a member of

the M.C.C. He has played golf eight or nine years with very

considerable success. He is a member of the Ranelagh , West

Middlesex and West Drayton Golf Clubs. He has a neat and easy

style and drives and plays through the green well, while his "short

MR. W. H. MILLER .

game ” is excellent. Mr. Miller excels in the steadiness of his game,

which varies from 80 to 85 per round of eighteen holes. He has

brought his handicap form down to 5 at each club , but at times his

scores indicate that more practice would bring about a still further

reduction. Besides gaining many prizes he is the holder of seven

medals, and it speaks much for the benefits derived from the game

that Mr. Miller is getting older without shewing it . He is now in

his fiftieth year, but his friends declare that he has not altered during

the past fifteen years.

Apropos of golf, it is interesting to know the opinion of the game

held by Mr. Freeling Lawrence, late of the Secretary's Office.

When pressed by a colleague to join a golf club he retorted, “ My

dear fellow , I could not think of it, I am not old enough .” As Mr.
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Lawrence was then over sixty he evidently considered it was an

impossible game for " youngsters."

When it is remembered that some of the Staff (we hope but a

small percentage) may be seen daily sprinting between the various

Railway termini and St. Martin's-le-Grand in order to “ catch the

book ” before the fatal line is drawn, it is not to be wondered at that

the Post Office has produced some magnificent runners. It is within

the writer's recollection that on one occasion an official arrived at

Waterloo Station at 9.55 a.m. and still was able to sign on at ten,

but whether this was due to a phenomenal sprinting performance or

to an unusual laxity as to the time of “ drawing the line ” cannot be

ascertained.

The splendid performances of Mr. Lyle-Smith and Mr. G. W.

Turk are too well - known to need recapitulation here. Their

achievements were sufficiently meritorious to place them in the first

rank of amateur sprinters. Of the more recent runners, Mr. A. S.

Turk (brother of G. W. Turk) and Mr. C. W. Garnham have

established high positions in the athletic world .

Mr. A. S. Turk, of the Accountant General's Department, is one

of the few men who can run all distances well from one hundred

yards to ten miles. He began his athletic career in August, 1887 ,

when he was sixteen years old . At school he distinguished himself

at cricket and football, and secured the four principal events at the

last annual sports. At the Annual Service Sports in 1889 , Mr. Turk

won both the 200 and 600 yards Maiden races, a feat which had

never previously been accomplished . Since that time his name has

rarely been missing from the list of winners at the Service meeting.

In 1891 , Mr. Turk won the “ Lingen Cup for the mile level race, a

performance he repeated four years later. Proof is afforded of his

versatility as an athlete by his win, between these years, of the

100 yards “ Lingen " trophy . Mr. Turk was a regular competitor

at the Post Office Sports , and, on the last occasion on which they

were held , won the mile handicap from scratch , took second prize

from scratch in the half mile, and with three yards start from his

brother, finished third in the 120 yards handicap. He is best

known, however, in connection with the remarkable sequence of

wins which he and his brother have established in the Quarter

Mile Championship of Essex. In fact students of form have

asserted that the only two certain events it was safe to forecast in

the athletic world were that Oxford would win the Boat Race, and

a member of the Turk family the Essex Quarter Mile . Since
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1888 the brothers have held the title between them. A. S. secured

his wins in 1891-2-3-5-6-7 . His last success entitled him, for the

second time , to absolute ownership of the handsome cup which

accompanies the title.

Mr. Turk is a member of the South London Harriers, and

represented that club in the cross country championship (distance

10 miles) last February. In 1896 he won the “ Whitley " Cup and

the Club Quarter Mile Championship , but , owing to a severe break

down, was unable to defend his title last July. Altogether Turk has

secured one hundred and fifty prizes, and a few of the best times

with which he has been credited at various distances, will indicate

how wonderfully successful he has been as an all round runner.

Mr. A. S. TURK .

100 yards 10 seconds

Quarter mile 503

Half mile 2 minutes i second

One mile 4 . 38 seconds

Mr. C. W. Garnham , of the Savings Bank Department , com

menced running when most men think of retiring, his finest

performances being accomplished at the age of thirty. During the

past few years he has been a regular competitor at the London

Athletic Club, Civil Service, Finchley and Polytechnic Meetings,

and has won about a hundred prizes at all distances up to a mile,

principally from scratch or short marks . One of his finest per

formances was at the Civil Service Sports in 1892, where he

finished second in the half mile in two minutes one second against
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a strong wind. Mr. A. S. Turk, who was scratch, failed to catch him,

although he did the first quarter in 58 seconds. In the same year

Mr. Garnham won the half mile from scratch at the Polytechnic

Meeting, and later was successful in gaining the Club's Mile

Championship. In 1894 he won the open half mile at Luton in

fast time ; and the following year he won the quarter mile at the

Finchley Meeting, having already run two half miles unsuccessfully

the same afternoon. In 1896 he won 6 firsts, 7 seconds, and 2

thirds, the majority of his successes being from scratch. His best

wins in that year were the Middlesex County Club Mile Champion

ship and the Open Half Mile at the National Athletic Club, which

latter success was a surprise to everyone. Mr. Garnham is the

MR. C. W. GARNHAM.

Honorary Secretary and Treasurer of the Middlesex County Sports

Club, and he officiated for several years in a similar capacity for

the Polytechnic Athletic Club .

Taken from any point of view, the athletic career of Mr. W. A.

D. Evanson, now Surveyor of the Midland District ( Ireland ), has

been most exceptional. Undoubtedly he is the finest all -round

athlete the Post Office has produced. No matter which branch of

sport he took up he speedily came to the front, and a narration of

his principal performances is as interesting as remarkable. He

joined the Savings Bank Department in 1869 and played for the

“Owls. ?? Football Club at Catford Bridge. He subsequently played

for the Civil Service Rugby Club, and continued doing so until

1876 when , despite his brilliant play and captaincy, the club
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smashed up. He then played for Richmond from 1876 to 1879,

and the assistance he rendered this Club was the means of placing

it in a foremost position in the football world . He gained the

highest honours at the “ Rugger ” game, playing against Scotland

in 1875-7-8-9 ; for the South against the North in 1877-8-9, making

his last appearance at the Oval against Ireland in 1879. In all his

International engagements he was always conspicuous as a resolute

and dashing player, possessing endless resource, a determined

tackler, and showing a fine turn of speed .

Mr. Evanson was a member of the famous Ino Rowing Club,

which he joined 1872. He was successful in winning his Juniors at

the Metropolitan Regatta in 1875 , and rowed at Henley for his club

MR. W. A. D. EVANSON.

in 1875-6. The following year he joined the London Rowing Club,

and rowed at Henley in 1878-9 , 1880-1-2 , and succeeded in winning

the Thames Cup in 1878, the Wyfold Cup in 1879, and the Grand

Challenge Cup in 1881. As a sculler he began in 1878, and the

following year won the Junior Sculls at the Metropolitan Regatta

and the London Rowing Club Senior Sculls at Barnes . Continuing

his successful career in 1880, he won the London Cup and Senior

Sculls at the Metropolitan Regatta, Senior Sculls at Moulsey Regatta,

and Senior Sculls at Reading Regatta. At Moulsey he also won the

Senior Fours, and at Reading the Senior Fours and Senior Eights

three open races in one day—a ly wonderful record. His last

race was at Moulsey. in 1882. In addition to these successes, Mr.

Evanson was in the winning champion eight at the Metropolitan
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Regatta in 1878-9 , 1881-2 , only losing in 1880 . As a sculler he

never looked back, winning eight or nine events in succession, and

not losing a single race during the seasons of 1878-9 and 1880.

Mr. Evanson's running career commenced in 1874, and two years

later he won the 100 Yards and 300 Yards Handicap at the Civil

Service Sports. He won the Hurdles in 1877 and 1879 , and the

Quarter Mile in 1877 ; and the same year he won the open 100

Yards at Godalming. At putting the shot he created a record at the

Civil Service Sports, by winning each year from 1873 to 1879 , inclusive

—the last three years with the extreme penalty of owing three feet.

Of nine appearances in this branch of athletics, Mr. Evanson was

MR . C. E, GERAHTY.

successful eight times, being second on the ninth occasion . Before

closing this marvellous record of athletic success it may not be out

of place to relate how on one occasion Mr. Evanson established

a record as a trencherman . ” One day, after a tremendous walk

with his dog, he came to a small wayside inn, and enquired if he

could obtain some lunch. A shoulder of mutton was put before

him, and the servant asked him to kindly ring when he had finished,

as the proprietor and his family were to make their dinner off the

same joint . An hour elapsed without any ring, so the girl returned ,

and asked if she might take the joint away ; but on removing the

cover she was astonished to find not so much as the bone left. “ I

am awfully sorry," said Evanson, “ but I quite forgot. The fact is

I have eaten the meat and the dog has finished the bone ! ”
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With the demise of the famous Ino Rowing Club, this branch

of sport has not been largely recruited from the Post Office. In

1870-1 and 1872 the Office possessed a remarkable list of first - class

scullers. In addition to Mr. Evanson, Messrs. Parlour, Gerahty, and

A. Y. Hewitt were always in the front rank ; and they added lustre to

the Office by assisting to win the Metropolitan Junior Eights in 1870

and the Thames Cup at Henley in the following year. Mr. Gerahty

has since forsaken the river for the road. He is an ardent cyclist, and

the advantages derived from his early sculling days stand him in

good stead now, for during his last holiday he cycled to Scotland ,

and his daily run averaged sixty-six miles. Mr. Parlour has not been

persuaded to ride a bicycle ; but for some years he has forged

MR. J. B. CUNNINGHAM.

66

merrily ahead on a tricycle , which he considers more respectable and

less giday for a man of parts ” to ride. Just when his friends were

expecting him to establish records he gave up this mode of travel

ling, but whether on account of its outlandish steering-gear or the

impudent gibes of neighbours ' domestics is not known.

Mr. A. Y. Hewitt has deserted the river for the sea. He is never

so happy as when sailing off the Kent and Essex coasts, and is a

well-known figure in yacting circles. He is one of the officials of the

Royal Corinthian Yacht Club .

It is a source of satisfaction that the Civil Service Rugby Football

Club (one of the Clubs which assisted in forming the English Rugby

Union) has derived its principal support from members of the Post

Office. For many years the members of the Department have
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formed the backbone of the Club, and it was due to the initiative of

its Post Office members that the first French Rugby team visited this

country. The present captain is Mr. J. B. Cunningham, of the

Accountant General's Department, who has had the honour of

playing for his county on several occasions . Curiously enough in

Trial and County matches he has always played in the position of

three-quarter back , but in most of his Club matches he figures at

half. In the opinion of the writer, he is better suited to the latter

position , although he has invariably shone to advantage in represen

tative matches. He is a very dashing player, with plenty of resource,

and is remarkable for scoring from difficult positions.

MR. J. H. G. TAYLOR. MR. A. T. PORTER.

Mr. J. H. G. Taylor, of the Controller of Telegraph Stores Office,

is another dashing Rugby football player. He has been selected to

play in several trial matches, and it is only his lack of weight which

has prevented him being selected to play for his county. He is a

magnificent dribbler and his forward play is stylish and effective .

He captained the Civil Service Rugby Club in 1894-5 and 1896 .

The newly formed Civil Service Association Football Club is

largely recruited from the Post Office, and its inception was due to

a late member of the Department, Mr. Leslie Holland. The Club

has more than justified its existence ; and of its Post Office members

Messrs. G. W. Turk, J. McMillan and A. T. Porter have obtained

County honours. At the present moment the last named is

undoubtedly the finest player in the club. He is a prolific scorer,
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and in the match Middlesex v. Sussex he notched three out of the

five goals scored for the former county, an excellent contribution in

a representative match. Mr. Porter has been unfortunate as regards

accidents. In 1893, whilst out for a training run, he collided with a

fire alarm and suffered with synovitis in the knee joint for some time,

and the following year he had the misfortune to sustain a compound

fracture of the right leg which of course prevented any further play

on his part during that year. That his play has not deteriorated in

consequence of these mishaps is evidenced by the number of times

he has played for Middlesex in 1897. He played v. Army, Sussex,

Norfolk , Berks and Bucks, and Essex , and has received the County

badge. Mr. Porter's position in the field is that of centre forward.

( To be continued .)

Accountant General's Department, ERNEST A. MAY.

G.P.O.

Note.—The writer will be glad to hear of any other notable

athletic performances by members of the Post Office in London and

the provinces.

MR. A. Y. HEWITT'S YACHT “ Ciss. "
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Looking Back .

N harmony with the general trend , observable during the

present century, towards a milder view of offences

against the law at large (or at any rate of their

treatment) , and towards the lightening of conditions

imposed in the spheres of labour, a corresponding change has taken

place in connection with the affairs of the Post Office in respect of

the penalties inflicted for infractions of the Post Office statutes, the

punishments for irregularities committed by its officers, and in

respect of the officers' hours of labour and privileges.

It is not so very long since the death sentence was carried out in

cases of robbery of the mail on the highway ; and even for the

secreting, embezzling or destroying letters by officers of the Post

Office, the statutory penalty was (within the present century ) death

as a felon without the benefit of clergy.

Whether such severities were really necessary or not, they have

happily passed into the region of memories ; and it would be

impossible now-a-days to have a man hanged for robbery of the mail

on the highway, or an officer of the Post Office gibbeted for

embezzling letters , even if he were granted the accompaniment of

benefit of clergy. In the former case a penalty of from five to ten

years' penal servitude would probably now suffice, and in the latter a

maximum term of five years, though I have known cases where a

much lighter punishment has been imposed .

Leaving these more serious aspects of the subject to the bench

and the bar, I propose to take into view some of the conditions

which were the lot of our predecessors in the Post Office in

dealing with the general work. It would astonish some of the

present day servants of the Post Office - the rights- of -man class - if

the old régime of fifty or sixty years ago were brought to the

treatment of their blunders. Here are one or two examples of

ordinary discipline as formerly applied to irregularities.

On an occasion in the year 1842 the bag for Manchester

was overlooked in the Glasgow office at the despatch of the

English Mail . Half an hour after the coach had gone the bag

was found snugly reposing under one of the tables in the sorting
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room. Much excitement ensued upon the discovery. There were

no telegraphs by which the mail coach could be stopped , and no

alternative public conveyance by which the bag could be forwarded .

Upon a hurried consideration of the facts it was decided to despatch

an express with the bag, in the hope that it might at some point over

take the mail . As soon as possible the express started in pursuit,

but what with the rapid and even pace of the coach , and the delays at

the stages in obtaining fresh horses, the express failed to overhaul the

mail, and the bag was not delivered over till Manchester was

reached . The cost of providing the express was something like £9,

and this sum Ballingall, the clerk of the road, and Dougall, the mail

guard , were called upon to make good between them ; the Postmaster

General deciding that they were to be held equally to blame, the one

for failing to see the bag out of the office, the other for neglecting to

see the bag into the mail coach.

Another Glasgow clerk in February 1843, while preparing the

West Highland mails on one occasion , enclosed the bags for Appin

and Strontian in the bag for Fort William , when he ought to have

deposited them in the bag for Bonaw. This blunder cost the

despatching officer the sum of 35., that being the combined cost

of two expresses sent from Fort William in order to rectify his

mistake.

On the 25th July 1844 a packet was registered at the Edinburgh

Post Office addressed to the Belfast Banking Company. In proper

course it should have been forwarded in the Glasgow mail at

12.48 p.m , the following day. But the clerk in whose charge it was

failed to send it off, and the oversight was not discovered till about

two hours later. Without loss of time steps were taken for sending

the packet forward by horse express, one of the supernumerary

guards being sent in charge of it , his instructions being to endeavour

to catch the Port Patrick mail at Ayr. The express which left

Edinburgh at 2.45 p.m. reached Ayr at 8.45 p.m. , covering a

distance of about 70 miles in six hours-a very good performance..

The packet was just in time to be included in the Port Patrick

despatch leaving at 9 p.m. The way-bill for this express is a

formidable sheet of stout paper measuring about two and a half feet

long by one broad. It is addressed “ To the Several Deputy Post

masters on the road, ” and runs thus :

“ For Her Majesty's Special Service.”

“ You are hereby required to use the utmost Diligence and

Expedition in the conveyance of this (packet).”

B
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“ You are likewise to give ' to , and demand from one

another, Receipts, expressing the exact Time of receiving this

Express at your respective stages , as you will answer the

Contrary at your Perils , & c.”

The poor young clerk who was responsible for all this hurry and

bother was in deep trouble, as well he might. After humbly urging

in his official explanation the pressure of work that lay upon him ,

by way of extenuating his fault, he proceeds- “ And as I shall have

to pay the expenses for the express , which will be considerable, I

fondly trust you will be disposed to remit any other degree of

punishment ; and I hope a lasting impression will be made on me,

which will have the effect of securing greater attention

for the time to come.” The expense of the express in this case

must have been something like £3 , and one would conclude from

the clerk's statement that it was the ordinary usage to make the men

pay all such consequential expenses for blunders of a like kind.

About the year 1856 an error having crept into the public notice

of the day of despatch from Edinburgh for the Indian mail via

Southampton, the day advised being one day later than it should

have been , a whole day's postings were discovered to be too late for

the mail . The blunder lay with certain of the Edinburgh clerks.

The irregularity was a serious one in respect of its consequences to

the public. To remedy it the only course open was to forward the

belated letters overland by way of Marseilles , and this was done, at

an extra charge for postage of 355. Three officers were concerned ,

and they were called upon to make good this amount in the pro

portions of 275. 6d . , 5., and 2s. 6d. , these sums being considered

to represent the measure of blame in their respective cases. The

Post Office management did not seem to make any allowance for

possibility of error, that being an affair for its officers to look to.

To engage in the harassing duty of preparing a mail for despatch

on a heavy night, when the sorter is obliged to race against time,

keeping one eye on the clock, the other on his letters , is an ex

perience sufficiently unpleasant without the superadded dread of

punishment to follow in the wake of any blunder he may commit.

In past days I have seen men at despatching work so heated and

excited, that beads of sweat were standing out on their foreheads,

or breaking into streams down their faces, and who at the conclusion

of the despatch were in the position of experiencing a hot bath.

The excitement and pressure of work are not so extreme in these

later times.
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In the mail coach days the guards gave the Post Office manage

ment a good deal of trouble by their mistakes and irregularities, and

these men got properly punished in return . For example : In

October, 1825 , Thompson, the Carlisle and Newcastle guard, was

suspended for four weeks for having allowed a passenger to sit with

him in his chair at the back of the coach . A guard called

Nicholson was suspended for fourteen days in 1824 for leaving

Lord Melville's despatch box behind at Kendal. McNaught,

another guard, was fined one guinea for failing “ to report that the

splinter bar of coach No. 152 was broken . " Kirby, a Leeds and

Greta Bridge guard, was suspended for a fortnight in 1830 for

committing a mistake in the delivery of his bags ; and in 1818

another guard named Calder was suspended for a month for

allowing a passenger to sit on the roof of the coach with his legs

over the guard's sword case.

The assessing of punishments is a thing requiring much thought

and discrimination, if it is to be applied in a way to avoid unduly

irritating the persons who have to bear with it . Yet the treatment

of error or misconduct sometimes falls into the hands of persons

who will not take the trouble to exercise discrimination , or who are

not possessed of the critical instinct to differentiate the varying cases

that come to their notice. It is so much easier, for example, to

proceed on “ wooden ” lines, and dispose of everything by ordaining

so many hours extra duty to be performed in all cases that super

ficially have the same face value. It does not occur to some in

dividuals that punishment is not the necessary consequence of

error , but an unfortunate necessity for checking indifferent work or

irregularities of conduct . Dealing with minor irregularities, there

are two or three tests to be applied . Does the irregularity consist

of a wilful disregard of a well -known rule, or of a blunder resulting

from such disregard, or does it consist of an error unwittingly

committed in an honest endeavour to perform good work ? In

the first two cases punishment may be well deserved, in the third

' it may not. These essentially different cases call for different

treatment. Nothing can well be more annoying than a nagging

repetition of small penalties, the need for which is not apparent to

the persons who have to bear them. It is like the persecution of

the midges which we all know about. With officers who are

observed to have their hearts in their work punishment is little

warranted. To exercise the disciplinary powers in such cases is

like thfowing away good medicine.
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“ For a great spirit needs no censuringeyes,
To wound his soul when conscious of a fault.

But self-condemn’d and e'en self punished lies,

And dreads no witness like upbraiding thought. ”

Another course of treatment may very well be proper in cases of

what may be called the cardinal vices. These vices I consider to

be deception , lying, intemperance, dishonesty. So much dependence

is put upon the Post Office by the public, and so much are integrity

and trustworthiness necessary for the discharge of official duties,

that no one tainted with any of these defects is a fit person to be

retained in the service. Consequently when they are met with the

sooner they are stamped out the better, or the offenders made to

understand that their tenure of office is insecure. To dole out

small penalties will generally be found to be ineffective, and the

evil doer being allowed to remain in the service for a time, the

final stroke overtakes him at a later period of life, when he is

thrown out helpless on the world, without character and without

pension. A severe cautery in the early stages would probably cure,

or at any rate bring the disease to a head. I know of a case

where a man was dismissed after repeated punishments for drink

ing. His wife travelled some hundreds of miles , on foot I believe,

to London, and after laying her appeal before a kind -hearted

chief, she succeeded in getting her husband restored . But the

day was evil, for not long afterwards the man was convicted of

stealing letters, and he got five years penal servitude. The whole

question of discipline is a difficult one, and there may be various

views with respect to it ; but under the lighter touch of the modern

administration in regard to ordinary blunders, we are much better

off than were our predecessors of fifty years ago.

We all know how strictly the ordinary hours of duty are now -a

days defined and kept within limited measures, and how the spirit

of overtime stretches out its kindly hand on the smallest provo

cation . Here is a provincial clerk's table of duty in 1846, by way

of contrast . It refers to Glasgow , and probably the Glasgow hours

were a sample of the hours in force elsewhere.

Monday-12 a.m. till 3.30 a.m. , 12 noon till 5 p.m., 7 p.m. till

9.30 p.m.; total 11 hours.

Tuesday-12 a.m. till 3.30 a.m., 10 a.m. till i p.m. , 7 p.m. till

10.30 p.m. ; total 10 hours .

These daily hours of duty alternated till the end of the week,
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On Sunday the duty was—12 a.m. till 3 or 4 a.m. , 12 noon till 1 p.m.

( juniors till 2.30 p.m.) , 7 p.m. ( juniors at 8 p.m.) till

10.30 p.m.

Then the Clerks resumed for Monday's work at midnight.

The only Sunday the Clerks had to themselves was the Sunday

falling within the week of their annual holiday, and in order that

each officer should get this week, the others had to work extra hours

to provide for the absentee's duty. No pay was given for extra

hours, or what is now called overtime. Even when snow storms

disarranged all the attendances, and the men had to serve many

extra hours, no additional pay was given . For instance, in

February, 1843, owing to heavy snow, there were eleven days

London mails overdue at Glasgow . The Clerks in the Post

Office were required to be in attendance, or within earshot of the

guard's horn, the whole time (save a few hours interval for needful

rest) ; as, like the thief in the night, no one knew when the first

coach would arrive. The terms made by the Department with its

officers for all services were strictly inclusive — no extras .

The scene is changed ; we seem to live in a easier world and we

breathe a freer air. J. W. HYDE.

Edinburgh.

NOTE.—For some of these details I am indebted to Mr. John

Gentle, a very old officer of the Edinburgh establishment, whose

powers memory are still sound, and who retires with the advent of

1898. I feel sure that Mr. Gentle carries with him the best wishes

of his brother officers, leaving no enemies behind him. He has

served under, or in association with, five Secretaries, four

Accountants, five Controllers, and six Inspectors of Postmen. His

even temper has served him well in the battle of the survival of the

fittest.

of
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A Tenth Muse.

LIO, Thalia , Melpomene, Urania , and the rest of the

immortal Nine, are clearly deficient of a companion.

Their Patron ought to have provided a tenth sister, to

pose as the Goddess of a Gentle Art, not wholly

unknown to Greek Mythology, though it has become more definitely

than ever a myth in these degenerate days . A Muse is sadly needed

to take charge of the decaying art of True Politeness, in respect of

which we of the Civil Service (retired branch) might do the world

a good turn by referring the question embodied in a minute, after

the time-honoured formula of the old craft, to Apollo, for his

observations.”

Meanwhile, I would remark in support of this proposition that it

has often struck me on my way through life, that true politeness , as

distinguished from formal courtesy, polish , good -nature, and what is

commonly known as civility, is much more rare than may be

supposed. Politeness, such as I would invite the readers of St.

Martin's -le -Grand to review, must of course include all the qualities

first-mentioned, but it must also preserve something beyond mere

conventional varnish, and that I take to be a kindly spirit, an

instinctive perception of what will give real pleasure to another.

When the social rank ofthe two persons concerned materially differs,

it will be admitted that genuine courtesy in the superior in degree

carries with it an especial grace, refining and enhancing the pleasure

.which politeness affords, and in the language of Coleridge “ clothing

the palpable and familiar with golden exhalations of the dawn."

For example , when the Sovereign , waiving rank, visits , as the

newspapers sometimes report, a faithful servant, in old age or infirm

health , or, say, a ci -devant governess, stays awhile, shares an after

noon tea , and presumably chats as one lady would with another,

there is in this more than condescension, or a generous courtesy-it

is pure politeness, in the true and highest sense, for it is an instinctive

compliance with the gracious impulse of a kindly heart within.

I do not say that politeness, in the sense intended, may not

equally be shown by the inferior in social degree or political

influence to the man of a rank above him. Such indeed would be
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far from my contention . Take, for example, Professor William

Duncan's dedication of his Elements of Logic to

“ The Right Honourable Stephen Poyntz, Esquire," '

written from the Marischal College of Aberdeen , in 1807 :

“ I hope ,” wrote the Professor, “ you will not think yourself injured

by such a declaration (of esteem ) froma man that honours you, and

who looks upon the liberty of putting the following work under your

patronage as one of the happy incidents of his life .

Affability, complacency of manners, and above all an extensive

humanity and benevolence, which takes pleasure in doing good, are

distinguishing parts of your character ; and have contributed no less

other extraordinary endowments to that universal

acknowledgment which is paid you by your country .”

What could be more simple and effective, and although outspoken

as became a Scotchman , more eloquent , delicate and polite than this

composition ?

Not long since at a little book shop near Baker Street in

Marylebone, I saw and bought a dear companion of my youth , to

wit, Friendship's Offering, for 1838 , a volume dedicated to “ Her

Majesty, Adelaide , Queen Dowager," and published by Messrs.

Smith and Elder, at their old place of business in Cornhill .

It is not to the stories , which held me entranced half a century

ago — the Wizard Guest, the Blacksmith of Bruges, or the Avenger

that it is desired to attract my readers ' attention , but to the finished

politeness of the editorial notice which ends the preface

***The Editor takes this occasion to state that he holds it to be

a point, not merely of courtesy, but of duty, to return , with the least

possible delay, the MSS. , of the obliging offer of which he is unable

to avail himself, and that authors , who do not favour him with their

address, will find their productions at the publishers, in sealed

envelopes , each superscribed with the writer's name or initial , or

when neither is given , with the title of the article . "

So it was when the century was young at the famous house in

Cornhill ! How was it recently in Fleet Street, let us say ,

when the world , though half a century further removed from the age

of chivalry, had , of course, mightily progressed in all gentle arts ,

especially in the acquisition of that polish , suavity, and courteous

consideration for others which our teachers, one and all , inculcate ?

“ Notice. Rejected communications or contributions

will in no case be returned To this rule there will

be no exception ."

Where, alas ! in this instance, are the soft phrases which were

current in 1838 , and which served as emollient plaster for the wound

66 *
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of unavoidable rejection - where too the elaborate arrangement to

preserve inviolate 'the plot and story of the unsuccessful author ?

Are all courteous words mealy-mouthed ; and in the hurly-burly life

led by men of business in the closing days of the nineteenth century,

is there no room for other than sharp, short, stern words for conveying

a bitter fact ?

The Royal Family set the example of that true politeness which

should, and, as every well-wisher of his country trusts, eventually

will , permeate all classes of society. Not the least marked feature of

this admirable quality is that charm which lies in punctuality. A

petty potentate from over the seas may have been known to keep an

English gathering of twenty thousand people at the Crystal Palace

waiting half an hour, but when was the Sovereign or when were her

children late at any public ceremonial ?

I will venture to give expression to a thought with which the

Victorian age must be familiar — that no faithful service, whether

public or domestic, however modest the position of the servant, is

ever disregarded by the highest lady in the land. The kindness of

heart which is invariably discernible in her Majesty's actions can be

as clearly traced in her secretary's letters, as though the missives were

penned by the royal hand itself.

As for the postal service (of which in past years I have known

something ), even in so small a matter as arranging for the quick and

punctual conveyance of mails for the royal place of residence for

the time being, the Post Office may be sure of gracious recognition ,

as witness the subjoined letter which appreciated the diligence of a

postman ten years ago :

“ Balmoral,

November 22 , 1887 .

Dear Sir,

The Queen intends to leave this , for the South, on Friday next,

the 25th instant, when the special service of posts may cease .

It has worked very well, and the postman in charge to and from

Aberdeen has been most attentive and careful.

Yours truly,

HENRY F. PONSONBY.

F. E. Baines, Esq . , C.B. ”

When I brought out a book entitled Records of Hampstead, I

wrote to the late General, the Right Honourable Sir H. F. Ponsonby,

G.C.B., sending a copy, some parts of which I thought might be

interesting to the Queen, and asking whether I might be permitted
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to offer it for Her Majesty's acceptance. Soon came this gracious

reply :

“ St. James' Palace,

June 11 , 1890.

Dear Mr. Baines,

Your and both your letters to me, were duly laid before the

Queen ; and I have been commanded by Her Majesty to thank you

for your History of Hampstead, and for the kind expressions you have

used towards the Queen. Yours truly,

HENRY F. PONSONBY.”

Now, while I cannot hope to enumerate the names of all who

have extended to me the courtesies of life, and while gratefully

acknowledging to myself many acts of kindness , hospitality, and

friendship, social and official, which there has been no opportunity

of repaying, it is a pleasant task to reproduce types of true

politeness which shall serve to illustrate the subject of this essay.

When the Jubilee Conversazione of Penny Postage was held at

the South Kensington Museum in July, 1890, His Royal Highness

the Duke of Edinburgh — or as he would now accurately be described,

Duke Alfred of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha—consented to be the

President of the evening, and Her Royal and Imperial Highness,

the Duchess of Edinburgh, accompanied him. I , with others , was

presented to both. That was no doubt an ample recognition of the

part I took in organizing the ceremonial of the night.

Yet I confess to a feeling of great pleasure when, at a Levee at

St. James's Palace, some time later in the year, the Duke of

Edinburgh, after my bow had been made to His Royal Highness the

Prince of Wales, stepped forward and shook hands. It was a

gracious act from one in the Duke's position , and, more than that,

one of true politeness. It seemed to say, “ You must have had a

good deal of trouble the other day in making our visit a success ; let

this way of thanking you, and of letting you know that I am

glad to see you here."

If Prince Alfred, just like the other princes whom I saluted, had

merely bowed as I made in passing my regulation salaam , that was

all that etiquette or courtesy required . But a kind heart and the

instinct of politeness went further. So I have a pleasant recol

lection of the last levee of 1890.

An amusing anecdote is referred to in the Life of Sir Arthur

Blackwood, of the meeting abroad of two fellow -countrymen with a

third English gentleman , a few years ago , which was related to me

in greater detail at the time, in some such terms as these : - All

three were travelling in Saxe- Coburg by the same train , and they

me take
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met in the Speisen - Zimmer, at a railway junction, during the

customary stoppage for refreshments. They fell into an animated

conversation on some literary or current topic ; and the stranger

with much good humour and no little effect parried the thrusts

at his opinions offered by the younger of the two other travellers.

At length the warning bell rang

You will lose your train ,” said the controversialist, “ unless you

take care.”

“ Oh, I hope not, ” replied the stranger. “ I hardly think they will

go without me.”

Then Sir Arthur thought it was time to intervene , and presented

his companion to the Duke of Edinburgh. The Prince himself had

made no sign of rank and importance. His animated opponent in

that case might have been disconcerted , or even distressed at the

freedom of his language in discussion. This was surely another

phase of true politeness.

Of the two functions, I suppose a Drawing-room at Buckingham

Palace is a more splendid spectacle than a Levee at St. James's.

Yet the latter is both brilliant and interesting, especially to the

neophyte going up for the first time formally to be presented to the

Sovereign . I dare say, to the chief functionaries on duty, it must be

wearisome enough : the same thing over and over again , the same

crowding, the same “ Easy now—easy does it” from the good

natured nobleman , field - officer, member of the Honourable Corps

of Gentleman-at-Arms, or what not, who regulates the brilliant,

surging crowd , penned up in gorgeous roped -off enclosures in the

first ante - chamber ; an arrangement , by the way, not wholly unsug

gestive of the “ P.R.” in its palmy days . With the about-to-be

presented, all goes swimmingly. The court dress , the drive down

Pall Mall , the spectacle of police and soldiery on duty , are all pleasing

and mildly exciting preliminaries .

In due course, the doors of a long passage in St. James's Palace

are allowed to open-an easy, gliding, silent movement being

characteristic of the entire ceremonial. A page receives one of the

two cards, on which one's name is, or ought to be, written in best

schoolboy round-hand . The closely attentive reader figures to him

self a bright curly - headed youth as page, gaily attired in some of the

colours of the rainbow

“ Their Captain came, a gallant young,

( Of Tullibardine's house he sprung) ,

Nor wore he yet the spurs of knight;

Gay was his mien, his humour light.”
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Not so , however, at St. James's . My page was a middle-aged

gentleman of grave and studious aspect, whose reflections were much

more likely to have reference to the onerous terms of his new

repairing -lease than to the presentation of fair Ellen to Fitz James at

Stirling, or any other of the royal abodes.

Past the page, up the staircase ; past an occasional Beefeater,

splendid in the emblazonment of the Royal Arms on his spacious

chest, and so into the Grand Saloon of four divisions, or roped -off

pens, just mentioned . One such pen , very narrow, runs the length

of the room in the direction of the Presence Chamber ; and to this ,

in time, amidst glittering uniforms and half the Orders of the world ,

your humble servant drifts. Easy does it, ” still ; and we get at

length into double file, or perhaps three abreast. Now every step

approximates to the fateful point. My son , grasp firmly the second

card , which the page did not take from you, or all may yet be lost.

We pass out of the saloon into an ante-chamber, and then form

rank entire. Now can we see the leading files stiffening their backs

and preparing for the Audience . The murmur of a voice, in even

tone, reading out a name, falls softly on the ear. It is the Lord

Chamberlain's, announcing to the Royal Personage- in -chief the

arrival of Mr. Jones , Mr. Robinson, the Earl of Mount St. Michael,

Mr. Vesey Penzance , and others. Now we are actually in the

Presence itself. Lo ! there is a line of princes, and my card is

wanted . I step forward, I hear my name, I make my bow : a gracious

inclination acknowledges my existence. Crab -like, I move on side

ways, and at the same time tack to the rear by a backward movement.

While these elaborate manæuvres are being developed, I scatter my

bows with loyal profusion. Then, with a graceful sweep , taking in

the Royal Family collectively, so that none may be omitted, I make

my adieux to the gay and glittering throng. Not, however , before a

kindly peer presents me to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the

countenance of a noble Duke-once my ministerial chief - politely

breaks into a smile of friendly recognition .

From 1885 to 1887 , the Right Honourable Sir Henry Thurstan

Holland sat as Member of Parliament for the borough of Hampstead ,

where I had a house during many years of my service at the Post

Office. In 1887 he was raised to the peerage, as Baron Knutsford,

and became Secretary of State .

“ It is agreed on every side, ” says a local publication , “ that this

gifted and amiable statesman won all hearts , not the less those of his

political adversaries than of the electorate holding the same views as
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himself, by the frank and cordial , yet simple and unostentatious

manner in which he threw himself throughout the years of his

membership into the social interests of the borough. Always staunch

in his public addresses to the political principles of his party, Sir

Henry was yet ever ready to promote alike the welfare of social,
educational or religious institutions, whether originating with

members of the Conservative party or with their opponents. The

fatigue inseparable from an arduous political life was rarely allowed

to interfere with personal attendance at meetings involving the
interests of the borough."

Lord Knutsford is , in my opinion , one of the best examples of

those who habitually, by instinct as well as by inclination, exercise

true politeness.

Once I wrote to ask for his lordship’s vote in favour of a relative

on the occasion of a club election at the Athenæum . The public

prints showed that his hands were full of matters of pressing urgency

and of the highest State importance, and the last thing I looked for

was a written reply. All the same, back by an early post came the

answer ; so polite, so frank, so simple in its language, so cordial , so

illustrative of that high quality to which an attempt is made to do

honour in these pages, that this essay would be the poorer if his

lordship’s letter were not included in it, and no reference made to

his cordial and kindly ways.

“ Dear Mr. Baines, 18th April , 1890.

I need hardly say how glad I shall be to meet your wishes, and

vote for Mr. on Monday next, if there is a ballot. In the

meantime I will write down my name on his list , which is really

worth more than the single vote.

I can assure you I shall never forget the great kindness of yourself

and others at Hampstead.

Yours truly,

KNUTSFORD.”

Knole Park closely adjoins the town of Sevenoaks, which, as

most people know, is planted about twenty miles from London,

among the loveliest scenery of the weald of Kent. One of the park

gates actually opens into the high street of the little town. The

house of Knole is a treasury of the rare and curious. Bare of its

contents, it would still be a centre of attraction, because, though

square, solid , and plain in its exterior, at least as regards the principal

front, it is almost as interesting within , from its ancient arrangement

of gallery and hall, as the romantic Castle of Haddon on the banks

of the Derwent: Wye

Then again, the spacious park contains timber so fine, and deer so

numerous, as to impress the visitor with the belief that his foot is on
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the native heath of some great noble, whose name is a power in the

land . It is probable, however, that the late Lord Sackville had no

taste for active political strife. Indeed , when he came into possession

at Knole, after some years of official life at Court, he settled down

into the routine of a country gentleman, and devoted himself almost

exclusively to the care and improvement of his estate .

Knole was then , and perhaps it is again, a show house ; and,

moreover, roads were thrown open to the public through certain

portions of the park, though whether as an act of grace, or by right,

I am not able to say. Perhaps it was on this point-right of way

and possibly, too, in some freedom of action in which public visitors

indulged, that friction occurred , which even involved proceedings in

the law courts , and some acerbity on both sides , that is , at the house,

and in the town .

At all events , when, in the spring of 1887 , my wife and I spent a

week or two in Sevenoaks, we found the house closed against stray

visitors. It so happened that, knowing the park pretty well, but the

house not at all, we were both anxious to go over the latter, partly

because of the great interest of its contents ; partly because it is not

every day that one can inspect what I believe to be a fifteenth

century mansion, with all its parts habitable, and the owners in

actual occupation, and partly because no visitor in the ordinary way

could then gain admittance, a fact which gave piquancy to the

situation .

We, reflected that in all probability admission in an individual

instance would, other things equal , depend very much on the way of

putting the case ; so taking up the pen, we wrote what was meant to

be, and I trust was, a becoming letter. It only went so far as to

ask leave to visit the courtyard, and such parts of interest not visible

from the park as might be seen without entering the building itself,

if the latter indulgence were inconvenient or contrary to rule.

hour, a reply came which by the event proved that Lord Sackville,

like most English gentlemen, when properly approached, could lavish

not merely courtesy and good-nature, but refined politeness even on

a couple of strangers who had no claim on his good -will at all .

His lordship received us himself, personally conducted us over

every part of the building, unlocked every door, let us linger where

we chose, and ask what questions we pleased. He disclosed the

best views of the park from his castle's windows ; gave us the history

of this rare object, explained the peculiar importance of that

memento ; told us what his arrangements were for protecting the

In an
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building from fire ; how he managed repairs ; and took us over his

workshops, garden and conservatories. At the end of our visit, and

as our modest vehicle from the inn drew up before his mansion to

receive us again , Lord Sackville presented my wife with a bunch of

flowers, and with all the kindness and attention which he would

bestow on a distinguished visitor or valued friend, handed her into

the fly.

It is impossible not to cherish a lively recollection of the simple

courtesy and kindly politeness of the deceased peer. He died , where

he had lived for many years , at Knole, on the ist October, 1889 .

On a day in March, 1891 , four persons sat round a table in the

room of the Leader of the House of Commons, at Westminster.

One was the Right Honourable H. C. Raikes, M.P. , who then held

office as Postmaster-General ; another was the Secretary of the

Treasury ; a third was so inconsiderable a person as the writer of

this essay ; and the fourth was the trusted friend of all Conservative

ministers, the Right Honourable William Henry Smith , M.P. , First

Lord of the Treasury, and Leader of the House. The subject in

debate was a certain Postal service, and the conference broke up

without a definite result being arrived at, the First Lord declaring

that it was needful to consult 6
Arthur,” meaning, no doubt, the

Right Honourable A. J. Balfour, M.P., then Secretary to the Lord

Lieutenant of Ireland. Four months had scarcely passed away,

when two of the four, Mr. Smith, amidst national grief, and Mr.

Raikes, amidst general and honest sorrow , were numbered with the

departed.

The genial bearing of Mr. Smith strongly impressed itself upon

me. I had seen him the day before alone in his private room at the

House, and had partly discussed the subject in hand. He was so

courteous and simple in his ways, and yet so direct in going to the

marrow of the chief arguments, pro and con , as instantaneously to

impart the conviction that one confronted a great man as well as one

of nature's gentlemen .

The effect of office upon even amiable natures has much

impressed me at times. If riches are a greater trial than adversity,

power is a severer strain on moral equability than subordination , and

except in natures of the finer sort, high political or official rank but

too often brings out qualities which remit politeness to the back

ground. It is when men may, if they choose, display the pride of

place, that comes the temptation to repress perhaps the rarest seen

of all the qualities which adorn the busy statesman . Of Mr. Smith
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all accounts agree. He, high in the government, next in influence

to the premier, leader of the House of Commons, trusted alike by

political adversaries and private friends, and a personage of real

consequence in the State, was all mildness and courtesy, a man one

reverenced by instinct . Others , a long way below him in power and

influence, yet wielding a temporary authority, I have known to

indulge, without provocation, in intolerable airs .

I recall a dean of deans, kindly and energetic, bent on rebuilding

the cathedral in his charge, whose labours and successful zeal filled

onlookers with admiration. Such ought to have excused him in the

Jubilee year of Penny Postage, from an appeal for help in building

up the Rowland Hill Memorial and Benevolent Fund . One would

say the dean had already done more than his part in behoof of

institutions , whether secular or religious , and might properly allow

others without him to bear their part in the newest financial burden .

But that was not the way of the Very Reverend the Dean of Peter

borough, in the year of grace 1890 .

Back by an early post travelled a liberal gift and the kindest

letter of active sympathy. What less could be done by the chair

man of the Jubilee committee , when the issue became known

of the congé d'élire prior to the elevation of Dr. Perowne to the See

of Worcester, than with grateful thoughts to offer to the new bishop

respectful greetings of true good-will. As in sending money , so in

returning thanks, swiftly as the post could bring it ( for none is more

prompt in action than the man of true politeness with a world of

cares upon him) came a gracious acknowledgment of our humble

congratulations.

I have a vivid recollection of my official dealings with Sir Francis

Dillon Bell, K.C.M.G., for many years the popular, trusted , and

capable agent in London for the prosperous and powerful colony of

New Zealand . He relinquished office and returned to the colony in

the early autumn of 1891 , during a short holiday of mine at Torquay.

He was a man who so strongly conciliated the good-will of all who

came into communication with him that his departure was the cause

of general and deep regret. To miss the chance of saying a friendly

word of farewell was a sorrow to me. But I wrote by the next mail ,

in the hope that my letter should be amongst the first from the old

country to welcome him on his arrival in his colonial home and to

renew the regrets expressed at his departure. A more characteristic

reply than his I think I have never read . It really belongs to the

Service , so I print it .



28 A TENTH MUSE.

“ Wellington , N. Z. ,

New Year's Eve,

My dear Baines, 31st December, 1891 .

I was greatly touched by your letter, which came to me soon after

my arrival here. I treasure every kind word that brings to mind

again the considerate friendship of so many men during so many

years, and it is the greatest pleasure to me to count you among those

who keep a kindly remembrance of me now that I am so far away.

Let me assure you that I appreciate the generous feelings you

express, and very heartily reciprocate them . If I should find myself

in England again by and by, it is certain that I should not be many

days in London without coming for thewelcome which I know would

be mine from so many at G.P.O. This is New Year's Eve, and I

send to you all the sincerest good wishes for the coming year ; and

believe me to remain always Your attached friend,

F. D. BELL.”

Surely the acme of politeness of language and thought was reached

in this letter.

At Rugby, early in the seventies, thirty years after the great

Preceptor's death , I asked the waiter at the George where Arnold was

buried . He did not know, he had “ never heard the name. ” It

crossed my mind, however, that it was written in Tom Brown's School

Days that the Master was laid beneath the altar in the chapel of ,

the school he loved and served so well . No one hindering, to find

the way there was a simple matter. It was holiday time ; works of

repair and alteration were going on, the chapel itself was almost

dismantled. The workmen were at dinner ; I was alone with the

bare walls, the broken up timbers, the tools and materials proper to

the active exercise of the mason's craft, while underneath the altar

table, as was said , lay the unseen dust of him who built up the fame

of Rugby's School,

Twenty years later I visited the school again . It was a fine

autumn day in 1891. There had been many changes . To be sure,

the old entrance through which I had before wandered over the

place, unquestioning and unchallenged , stood where it did ; the big

library window watchful overhead. But a brand-new and beautiful

school building opposite the Master's house, sweeping changes to

the westward in the Dunchurch Road, and a general air of great

prosperity checked my presuming footsteps. As Hopkins, gardener

at the Small House at Allington , autocrat though he was in the

garden outside, felt daunted (according to Lily Dale) by the furniture

within , so I , a courageous trespasser out of term time, partook of

the nature of Bob Acres at the sight of the fine new class-rooms

and speech -day hall , a more perfect provision for the office of janitor,
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and scores of bright lads going about their business . How was he

to creep in who could lay no claim to admission nor assign a valid

excuse ? To return to the George seemed the only course open ;

when, lo ! passing from one school building to another, appeared in

cap and gown the figure of one bearing, however lightly, the mark

of authority. So saluting, I took heart of grace and preferred my

simple request. Would he tell me if the chapel was open , and

could we see Arnold's grave ?

On which , said the person in authority-tall , intellectual and

gracious—“ If the chapel is not open , it shall be opened. I will

send someone with you to shew it . The old library is interesting,

and some of the school buildings too ; perhaps you may like to look

over them. When you have seen these , if you wish to see more,

come to me, and I will be your guide,” or words to that effect.

So we saw the chapel and the library. “ Who ,” the conductor

was asked , “ is that very pleasant gentleman ? ” “ He is the Head

Master, Dr. Percival,” was the reply.

So in the full pressure of term , at the busiest time of the day,

when a score of matters would claim attention, the Head Master of

Rugby School and future Bishop of Hereford could bestow a thought

on the convenience and pleasure of two strangers who came to him

with no credentials, and little to say. He might have relied on the

well-worn maxim of “ No admittance except on business .” But

kindly people always find or contrive leisure to be polite.

Coming nearer home, and winding up my paper with a reference

to one whose memory will long be cherished at the Post Office, I

would cite the considerate kindness of the blind Postmaster

General as exemplifying that politeness which I have sought to

emphasize. Consumed with anxiety to make his great department

subserve to the utmost the best interests of the State , yet the Right

Honourable Henry Fawcett, M.P. , never once forgot the strain

which an exceptionally active administration necessarily brought upon

his officers. In personal communication, in private notes , in official

minutes, he was ever enjoining this one or that to take a needful

rest ; another to prolong his holiday ; all to be careful of their

health ; praising where approval could be given ; forbearing when

error was inadvertent, reluctant to reprove where regret was sincere.

The man—whatever his degree - who exercises qualities such as

these does much to soften the asperities of life, and , enforcing by his

example the practice of true politeness , unconsciously assists the

progress of the world at large. F. E. BAINES.

Bournemouth, Hants.

C
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Old Sussex Posts.

66

AM indebted to one of my colleagues for calling my

attention to Lord Tennyson's statement, quoted in his

son's “ Memoir , " that Mrs. Rook, mother of the robber

of the Steyning Postboy, was the heroine of the poem

“ Rizpah.” Her tale will be found in St. Martin's - le -Grand for last

April, but when it was written I was not aware that her identity with

* Rizpah ” could be established with certainty .

Another colleague, writing from Brighton, mentions the case of the

brothers " Drewitt, " convicted in 1799 of robbing another Sussex

mail. Perhaps an account of this robbery from the official papers

may be of some interest .

On the 5th December 1798 the Postmaster of Haslemere reported

as follows, with much lack of punctuation : “ This evening the mail

coming from Petworth to Haslemere was robbed by two men, it

being very dark the boy think ( sic) the men were both dressed in

what they call white round frocks, the man that took hold of the

boy's horse threatened to blow out the boy's brains if he was not

quick in undoing the mail, the place where he was robbed is called

North heath about 2 miles this side of Midhurst, and 6 miles from

Haslemere , it was between 7 and 8 o'clock as near as the boy can

tell.” The mail consisted of the bags for London from Arundel,

Petworth , and Midhurst, and the postboy's name was James

Dudman. The Postmaster of Midhurst, hearing of the robbery,

obtained the assistance of nine men of the Sussex Militia and some

inhabitants of the neighbourhood and searched the country “ and

the plantation of woods," but in vain , and no clue was obtained

until the 14th December . On that day a bill of exchange for

£45 5s . , which had been enclosed in one of the letters in the

Arundel bag, was presented at a Chichester Bank by an ostler. It was

not properly endorsed and the ostler was asked how he got it . He

said " he had it from Robert Drewitt , the Petworth Carrier . ” The

' ostler was allowed to go, and returned the bill to Drewitt, but was

subsequently arrested . Then both the Drewitts were arrested,

“ William being the carrier of goods by a cart between Chichester

and Petworth, and the owner of the cart, and Robert being his

servant or assistant.” They were arrested in the cart, and the cart
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itself was arrested by order of Lord Egremont , the magistrate, who

was specially thanked by Sir Francis Freeling “for his great

attention .” In the floor of the cart , next day , was found a private

box covered with a sliding board, and therein was more of the

stolen property:

Both men were convicted at East Grinstead on the 26th March,

1799, and “ received judgment of death . ” They were ordered to be

hung in chains on North heath. - When sentence was passed ,” says

the Evening Mail of that day, “ Robert Drewett admitted that he

was guilty, but said that his brother was innocent, as it was another

man that was with him when he committed the robbery.”

At the same assizes was tried a lad named " Lucas” for stealing on

the 6th November 1798 a letter containing a bill for £13 195. at the

Arundel Post Office, where he was employed in stamping the letters .

The following remarkable “ observations ” appear on the brief for

the prosecution : “ The prisoner had not attained the age of 14

years when these offences were committed, and it is pretty clear that

he was induced to commit them by the persuasions of the before

named Mary Heron , . who sells fruit, with which it is

supposed she plentifully supplied the prisoner." ( It was by this

woman that Lucas was betrayed. )

“ The Attorney General , who has directed this prosecution , has

desired that care may be taken that if there should be a conviction ,

particularly a capital conviction , that the prisoner should have in con

sideration of his youth a full opportunity of endeavouring to obtain

his Majesty's mercy .

The Attorney General observes that his youth and the situation

in which he was placed in the Office exposed him to temptation

which in riper years he might have resisted, and the case affords

strong reason for thinking that Mrs. Heron is, considering her years,

as much to blame, morally speaking, as the prisoner.

" It is submitted that in case the prisoner should be convicted , it

may be proper to show to the Judge the original opinion of the

Attorney General.”

The prisoner was convicted , and received judgment of death on the

26th March, but on the 31st March the case was represented to the

Home Secretary by Sir Francis Freeling, and on the 4th April it was

notified that “ a respite during His Majesty's pleasure " had been

forwarded . A pardon was granted in the following September.

H. S. CAREY.
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Holiday Notes.

AILING, as I do, from the “ Land of the Mountain,” I
naturally choose a hilltop as the scene of my holiday

ramblings . Crowborough -- so called probably from its

having been the refuge of predatory crows in ancient

times-stands in the same relation to the counties of Sussex and

Kent that Hindhead does to Surrey and Hants. Standing about

the same height above sea level , it commands the same noble

prospects , the same magnificent distances, and is equally redolent of

the heather and the pine. It is, perhaps , not quite so wild as Hind

head , the surrounding country being more of a pastoral character ;

but, truth to tell , there is very little to choose between the two

places so far either as beauty or healthfulness are concerned . Crow

borough has not the literary associations of Hindhead . What spot

in all England has ? But it is not wholly wanting even in these, for

Richard Jefferies spent a portion of his chequered life here, and here

he wrote some of his most charming essays . This was in 1885-6 ,

when he resided at a small house called the Downs, whence he would

wander forth on bright days to enjoy the fresh air , and to listen to

the voices of nature all around . As has been well said , he could see

and hear what was hid from the perception of many, and the gulf

between the spirit in man and that in nature seemed to some extent

bridged over to him . “ Never, ” he says, was such a long winter as

that of 1885-6 , but at last , when they could wait no longer, with love

strong in their little hearts , stronger than the winter, the larks sang

high up against the grey cloud over the frost-bound earth .

I noted carefully and lovingly, day by day, the seed leaves on the

mounds in the sheltered places, that come so early, the pushing up

of the young grass, the succulent dandelion , the coltsfoot on the

heavy thick clods, the trodden chickweed despised at the foot of the

gate post, so common and small ; and every blade of grass was mine,

they were all my pets, I loved them all . Never was such

a worshipper of earth . The commonest pebble, dirty and marked

with the stain of the ground, seems to me so wonderful; my mind

works round it, till it becomes the sum and centre of a system of

thought and feeling." Jefferies wrote a good deal that will live , but

.
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never anything better than the essays composed at Crowborough,

which include “ Hours of Spring, ” “ Swallow Time, ” 6 Buckhurst

Park," " Just before Winter," " April Gossip , ” “ The Time of

Year," “ Mixed Days of May and December," and the poem , " My

Chaffinch . ” These have been collected by his widow, and published

for her by Messrs . Longman, under the title of Field and Hedge

Poor Jefferies ! what with ill-health and neglect , he lived a

more or less sad life. He was a kind of Thoreau, who lived apart

from his fellows, yet could not bear the neglect which his mode of

life engendered. But he is remembered by many, not only for what

he was, but for the rich legacy of “ Nature literature ” he has left

behind him . He sleeps appropriately in the little churchyard at

Broadwater, near Worthing, under the shadow of Chanctonbury

Ring, which can be distinctly seen from Crowborough Common.

Crowborough was an outlandish spot at one time--the haunt of

smugglers, ghosts, and witches . Its nearness to the Sussex forest

country made it the resort of wild characters , who could easily

hide themselves away in its remote recesses ; and it is said that

within even a comparatively recent period such characters have

been the terror of the neighbourhood . Sussex, ” says a writer

of some authority, was among the last of the southern shires

to receive civilising influences, while the proverbial badness of

its roads was a still greater obstacle to improvement.

Deterred by bad roads and dangerous forest haunting vaga

bonds , the king's justices in Eyre durst approach no nearer

the county town than East Grinstead for holding their Court of

Assize ." A certificate concerning Justices of the Peace in Sussex ,

dated October, 1587 , says : “ I tak it expedient that there be moor

justiciaries in Sussex than in other countys , for that it bordereth

south on the sea and north on the Wyld, in which towe places

commonly the people be geuen mutch to rwedness and wyllfulnes.”

Sussex peasants were not great travellers, and people coming from

twenty or thirty miles' distance were termed “ furriners. ” There is a

story told of a labourer who, upon an altercation with his better half,

deserted his home at Heathfield, and travelled as far as Ditchling ,

where , feeling quite out of his element , he returned homeward , and

finding himself again at “Hefful , ” exclaimed , “ I've had quite enough

of furrin parts . Nothing like Old England yet." The Rev. Mr.

Egerton, in speaking of the Sussex people, says : “ On thewhole, then ,

I think I may say with confidence that anyone coming to live

amongst us, and studying the character of the people, would be
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favourably impressed with our freedom of thought and speech , as

well as by the quaint forms which that thought and speech

occasionally take . A mere verbal pun is, as a rule, and except in

cases of names, as little understood by a Sussex man as by a Scotch

I should take occasion to traverse that statement, on behalf

of my countryman , but for the very excellent story with which

Mr. Egerton follows it up , describing a colloquy which he overheard

between two villagers : “ You be afeerd of hard work, you be,” said

one ofthe disputants . “ No, I baint, " said the other ; " I'd lie down

and go to sleep alongside it any day , I baint afeerd of it .” Richard

Jefferies, in one of his essays, mentions that a hop-picking woman in

Sussex told him how she went to church , and the parson preached such

a curious sermon all about our “ innerds,” and how many " boanes

we had , and by and by he told us that we were the only beasts who

had the use of our hands . He also mentions that at an election the

candidates were (say) Brown, Conservative, and Stiggins, Liberal .

The day after the polling, a farm labourer was asked how he filled

up his voting paper. 66 Oh ! " said he, I doan't care for that there

Brown chap , he bean't no good ; so I jest put a cross agen he and

voted for Stiggins.” “ Silly Sussex ” has passed into a proverb,

and I daresay the term was warranted fifty, or even less, years ago.

But the people are not so simple nowadays, and the signs of a

rapidly advancing civilization are only too painfully apparent around

what was once regarded as an outpost of lawlessness and ignorance ,

Crowborough to wit . Almost the only remnant of primitive times is

the gipsy, who is in evidence all over the common, notwithstanding

the threatening notices posted up in various directions . I suppose

there is such a thing as a well-regulated gipsy community, and I am

bound to say that I saw nothing about the Crowborough gipsies to

object to , while their camp fires at night lent a weird picturesqueness

to the wide-stretching common .

Crowborough is a district rather than a town or village. It has

several landmarks, as the cross , the hill , the beacon , the green , and

so forth . It may roughly be described as a flattish hill of great

extent, with the beacon as its highest point . People are always

wanting to know where the beacon is, expecting to find some erection

or elevation , to justify the use of the term. But there is nothing of

the kind , although there is a " beacon house " and an observatory on

the Beacon Road, which is about the highest point. A little beyond

this is the common, sometimes called the moor, and sometimes the

forest, which is the glory of Crowborough. Standing on the edge of
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this vast expanse of heather, gorse, and pine, the view is one of the

the most varied and extensive in the kingdom, I should imagine . It

is only bounded by the glorious South Downs, some twenty or

more miles distant , and glimpses of the sea at Eastbourne can be had

occasionally, when the state of the atmosphere is favourable. On

the edge of the Downs, almost piercing the horizon, numerous wind-,

mills are studded about, two of which, standing close together, I

christened “ The Twins, " although I believe they have another, and

possibly a more expressive, designation . Westward, Ashdown Forest

CROWBOROUGH CHURCH .

comes into view, with a peep, but only a peep , of Hampshire ; east-,

ward, beyond Ticehurst, Kent is seen , with a more extensive view of

the “ Garden of England ” as we look northwards beyond Frant and

Tunbridge Wells ; while , in a north-westerly direction, looking over

East Grinstead, whose church is plainly visible, we get a peep into

Surrey, with the grand Surrey hills beyond . Richness , rather than

ruggedness, is the prevailing characteristic of the country between

Crowborough and the Downs. Bordering the common are fertile

fields, some under pasture, others “ ripe unto harvest,” and others

freshly turned up by the plough. The exquisite greens of the pasture
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land, the whites and yellows of the cornfields, and the browns and

reds of the fallow , yield a contrast and a variety which are as pleasing

to the eye as they are stimulating to the imagination . The scene is

so wide and vast that you get ever-changing effects as the sunlight

dances along the plain , lighting it up with the glory and the joy of

the long summer day. Nor is a dull day any drawback to the

enjoyment of the scene, for the shadows are as pleasing as the lights ,

the grimness as suggestive as the glory. Dotted about are trim home

steads, with picturesque oast-houses attached , and the whole country

side wears such an air of contentment that it is difficult to believe in the

agricultural depression of which one hears so much and sees so little,

in these parts at least. As the ground rises towards the Downs it is

beautifully wooded, and “ rings ” or clumps of trees are distinguish

able at great distances , as in the case of Chanctonbury Ring, behind

Worthing, to which I have already referred. Dotted about the

common are the " greens ” of a very fine and sporting golf course.

I like golf, and I like a good green to “ putt ” on ; but I like heather

and gorse better, and I deplore the ruthless cutting down of both to

make way for the Cockney golfer. A fine club -house on the edge of

the common affords shelter to a goodly number of enthusiastic

“ red -coats ,” who do not scruple to show themselves at play on

Sunday. I am not going to dogmatise about this , but I liked the

common better five years ago when there was neither golf course nor

golfer, and when it was ablaze from end to end with heather and

gorse .

It would be strange if there were not many fine walks and drives

around Crowborough. As a matter of fact, the place abounds in

both, although, of course, they are all more or less hilly. When one

lives on the highest point for some twenty or thirty miles round, he

cannot expect to get away from it without descending, or to return to

it without ascending. But for all this cyclists use the neighbourhood

very freely, and spin along the Uckfield Road in fine fashion . In

the immediate neighbourhood of the common is a beautiful spot

called the Warren , a picturesque valley, about a mile and a half in

length, beautifully wooded and containing several fine sheets of

water. Squirrels frequent the woods and water-hens the water, and

the spot is so still and beautiful that one feels he could linger there

during a long summer day without any sense of weariness. There is

a fine moorland drive to the picturesque village of Nutley, about six

miles distant. This is a sheltered spot, where delicate shrubs and

trees flourish luxuriantly, and where the Arbor Vitæ may be seen in
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all its beauty. Here I noticed the finest “ monkey tree ” I have

It was of quite exceptional girth and height, and its pro

portions and symmetry were perfect. It exhibited no signs of decay,

such as are usual with trees of this class, especially in the lower

branches, while the deep, delicious green of its branches and spikes

glistened as though they had been polished . It stood close to the

village street, and must be a constant delight to the villagers, or at

least to those of them who have " eyes to see .” What a pleasing

sight is a well-to-do country village on a sleepy afternoon in July or

inius

OLD MILL AT HIGH HURSTWOOD .

August ! Another splendid drive is to Buxted , by way of the

charming village of High Hurstwood, where is a most picturesque

old water mill . The name Buxted is said to be derived from the

Anglo -Saxon boc and stede-place of beech trees . Buxted Park is

historically interesting as having been at one time the residence of

Lord Liverpool . The mansion is large but not particularly beautiful,

a hideous modern addition having been placed on the top of it , which

quite destroys its character and proportions . But the park and gardens

are very fine, the former being beautifully wooded and full of deer,

and the latter laid out with great taste and skill . It chanced that the
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Buxted Flower Show was being held on the day of our visit. The

flower show is the great, very often the one, event of the year in

country districts. Buxted is no exception to this rule, and éclat was

lent to the occasion this year by the show being held in the park, at

the end of a noble avenue of trees leading from the mansion. The

show was an excellent one-not absolutely confined to flowers, for it

included poultry, rabbits , and pigeons. It was a pleasing feature to

find wild flowers included amongst the exhibits. These were

arranged so artistically that one hesitated for a moment as to whether

they were really “ wild ” or not. Yet was not their natural beauty

destroyed in the least by their artistic arrangement. It was a real

joy to see the country folks crowding to the exhibition tents and to

hear their appreciative and critical remarks on the several exhibits.

I can never think ill of a man who thinks well of flowers.

not be so good as he ought to be, but he can never be wholly bad .

It is an occasion like this which discloses the best side of country

life. The park and grounds are thrown open in the most unrestricted

way, and landlord , tenant, and labourer meet together in friendly

competition , the labourer not unfrequently beating his master. Nor

is amusement wholly neglected on these occasions , a firework display

being a not unusual accompaniment of the local flower show. It

was so at Buxted , and I have seldom seen a more pleasing sight

than the lads and lasses, all dressed in their best , flocking in from

the country round , not a few of them conveyed by a motor car which

jerked out and in amongst the pedestrians making their way to the

park . Who knows but that there was a dance to finish up with ? I

sincerely hope there was. Buxted has a handsome church on the

edge of the park, and is remarkable for a long succession of learned

rectors. It is remarkable also as having been a centre of the early

Sussex iron industry. The archæological records state that the first

cannon were cast here, and there is a traditionary distich :

Master Huggett and his man John,

They did cast the first cannon .”

Cannon balls and other relics are frequently dug up in the neighbour

hood , and the “ hammerpost," an interesting survival of the “ iron

age,” still remains in situ .

Crowborough was at one time a part of the parish of Rotherfield,

an ancient “ Vill ” about three miles off. The name is variously

spelt - Reredfeld, Redreſeld, Riderfeld , Ridrefelda, Ritherhamfeld ,

and by many of the villagers it is called Rudderful. It takes its

name from the river Rither, or Rother, which rises within the
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parish , in the cellar of the residence called “ Rotherhouse ," and it

is thus mentioned in Domesday Book : — “ King William holds in

demesne Reredfeld of the fee of the Bishop of Bayeux. Earl

Godwine held it, and then , as now, it vouched for three hides.

There is land for twenty -six ploughs. In demesne are four ploughs,

and fourteen villeins with six bordars have fourteen ploughs.

There are four serſs, and wood for pannage for eighty hogs.

There is a park .” The village is situated on the summit of a

high hill , commanding extensive and beautiful views. It contains

several old - fashioned houses, to which more or less interest is

ROTHERFIELD.

attached ; but the principal object is the church , whose tower and

spire are a landmark for many miles round. It is dedicated to

St. Denis, and is said to date from the year A.D. 792 , and to have

been founded by the Saxon Duke Bertoald , or Berthwald . In

the charter of donation by Bertoald it is described as “ The

Church which I have constructed on my estate in the Vill called

Ridrefeld .” The architecture is of the early English style, and

the roof is of chestnut and arched . Some very interesting mural

paintings were brought to light when the church was under repair

recently. They are supposed to illustrate Death , the Resurrection ,

the Judgment, the New Jerusalem, and Christ sitting on His
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Throne in Glory, and to date from about 1450. What is supposed

to be the tomb of a Crusader is covered by a stone slab, into

which has been let what appears to be an iron sword , with two

cross hilts. The font at present in use has a carved oak cover ,

on the door of which is the date 1533. But what is supposed

to be the original font lies alongside, having been discovered

by the present Rector in a farmyard near the church , where it

was used as a cattle trough ! The church contains a handsome

alabaster reredos, and an ancient oak pulpit at one time used

in one of the chapels of York Minster. The latter was presented

by the wife of the present Rector (Canon Goodwyn) , in loving

memory of her father, Archbishop Thomson, of York, who died

on Christmas Day, 1890. The pulpit was first used at Rotherfield

on Palm Sunday of the present year, and forms an interesting

object in this ancient church , which dates back more than a

thousand years . There is a curious legend of St. Denis, to whom ,

as I have already stated, the church is dedicated :

" St. Denis had his head cut off,

He did not care for that,

He took it up and carried it

Two miles without a hat.”

A stay at Crowborough would be incomplete without a visit to

Withyham , about four miles distant. The name is spelt in no fewer

than a dozen different ways, ranging from Wythihamme and

Wytheham , to Withiam and Wythoam . The name implies a Saxon

settlement , “ ham ” meaning " home," and although the place is

not mentioned in the Domesday Survey, there is little doubt that it

dates back to the Conquest, or a few years later. The valiant

knights who accompanied the Conqueror to England were in most

cases largely rewarded for the assistance they had rendered in

placing him on the throne. Among them was Robert de Dene,

otherwise known as Robert Pincerna, from the office of Cupbearer

which he held in the household of the Conqueror . This Robert de

Dene was Lord of Buckhurst, which adjoins Withyham , and the

manor of Buckhurst was brought into the Sackville family by the

marriage of Sir Jordan de Sackville with the Lady Ela de Dene, who

was the daughter and co -heir of Ralph de Dene, and son of Robert

de Dene. Withyham is incidentally mentioned in the history of the

period : “ A Royal traveller passed along its roads. King Edward II . ,

on his way from Leedes Castle, Kent, to Maresfield, stopped at

Withyham , September 21st, 1325 , and there dated thus : Teste
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Rege apud Wythihamme: a Royal Mandate to prevent further

proceedings against some foresters of the Forest of Tunbridge."

The original is in the Tower of London , in what is called the

“ Close Roll. " In 1372 Withyham was a Cell of the Abbey of

St. Martin at Tours, in France. It is called a Priory in a Royal

Charter, and is honoured by having a royal patron. By a charter

of Edward III . the advowson of the Priory of Withiham is granted

among other things to his son, John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster.

Withyham is a small village, but a large parish. It includes

Buckhurst ( from the Anglo-Saxon boc hyrst , beech -wood) , the seat

of Earl De La Warr, Gilbert George Reginald Sackville, who, as

Viscount Cantelupe, succeeded to the title about a year ago.

Buckhurst Park, 2,000 acres in extent, is romantic and well

timbered , and contains several fine sheets of water, close to the

larger of which is an oak tree planted by the Queen in 1835 ,

when on a visit to Buckhurst with her father and mother, the

Duke and Duchess of Kent. The park is well stocked with fallow

deer, and red deer are said to be kept in that part of it called the

“ Five Hundred Acres, ” which is thickly covered with forest trees .

Withyham may be approached through the park by pedestrians and

cyclists, and a glorious walk or ride it is amongst natural grandeur

and beauty of no ordinary kind. Driving, the best approach is by

the Lye Green Road, which is practically a winding lane through a

pastoral country of exquisite beauty and variety . At Lye Green is

“ Bingle's Farm, " a most picturesque bit , which with several other

sketches I am generously permitted to reproduce from Mr. Boys

Firmin's most admirable Guide to Crowborough, to which I am

otherwise much indebted .

The village of Withyham isn't much-a few old timbered houses ,

and a most picturesque inn , the “ Dorset Arms ” ; but the situation

is ideal , and the church is perfectly unique. Situated on rising

ground, amongst trees, you barely see it until you are close upon it ,

and its fine ivy-mantled tower is anything but a conspicuous object

from the highway. The church dates back to about the 14th

century, but in 1663 it was partly destroyed by lightning, which

came in at the steeple, melted the bells, and went up to the

chancel, and there tore the monuments in pieces.” The restoration

of the building was not effected until 1672 , and further restorations

were in progress from 1841-64, so that the edifice is now in a very

admirable state of repair. Fragments of the old glass, recovered

from the fire, have been replaced in the windows of the south aisle,
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and the newer glass is of quite exceptional merit and beauty. What

is called a " genealogical window ," in the Sackville Chapel, shows

the descent in a direct line from father to son, from Herbrand, one

of the knights who accompanied the Conqueror into England, to the

fourth Duke of Dorset and his two sisters, co-heiresses, the Countess

Amherst and the Countess De La Warr. The north window,

nearest the Sackville Chapel, was presented by Charles Frederick

Alexander, King of Wurtemberg, in commemoration of his having

been present at the celebration of Divine Service in the church on

BINGLE's Farm , LYE GREEN .

Sunday, September 18th , 1853 , and is a most artistic production.

The church is dedicated to St. Michael, and there are several mural

paintings, notably one on the east wall of the nave above the

chancel arch, said to have been executed by a late Earl De La Warr,

in which the saint appears as the Angel of Judgment. But the

unique feature of the church are the fine monuments in the Sackville

Chapel. For many centuries the Sackvilles have been buried here,

and there is a fine altar-shaped monument in the centre of the

chapel, on which is a reclining figure of Thomas Sackville, youngest

son of Richard , fifth Earl of Dorset, and Frances Cranfield, his

wife. On each side are figures of the father and mother, with



HOLIDAY NOTES . 43

was

bas - reliefs representing on one side six sons and on the other six

daughters . This monument executed in 1677 , by Caius

Gabriel Cibber, who executed some portions of the bas-reliefs in

St. Paul's Cathedral , and who was the father of Colley Cibber the

comedian . He was born at Flensburg, in the Duchy of Holstein ,

and sent to Rome to study as a sculptor by the King of Denmark,

coming to London a short time before the restoration of Charles II.

A striking, if not unique, combination for a country church is the

existence of three monuments each alongside the other, by

Flaxman , Chantrey, and Nollekens, respectively. That by Flaxman,

which has in alto relievo a delicate and graceful figure representing

Arabella Diana , wife of the third and mother of the fourth Duke of

Dorset, is erected to the memory of George John Frederick , Duke

of Dorset , who was killed by a fall from his horse in Dublin in 1815 .

That by Chantrey is to the memory of Arabella Diana, Duchess of

Dorset, aforesaid , representing in alto relievo the Countess Amherst

and the Countess De La Warr, her only daughters . That by

Nollekens is to John Frederick, third Duke of Dorset, who died in

1799 , having been Ambassador to the Court of France, and Steward

of His Majesty's household . Another monument erected within the

past week or two is to the memory of Elizabeth, Countess De La

Warr, and represents a beautiful figure holding a wreath over the

waves of the sea, the reference being to the sad death of Lionel

Charles Cranfield , Viscount Cantelupe, who was drowned off the

Irish coast by the running down of his yacht in November, 1890 , the

year of his marriage. On the monument to Charles, Earl of Dorset,

who died in the year 1624 , there is the following epitaph by Pope :

“ Dorset, the grace of Courts , the Muses' pride,

Patron of arts, and judge of nature dy'd !

The scourge of pride , though sanctify'd or great,

Of fops in learning, and of knaves in state ;

Yet soft his nature, though severe his lay,

His anger moral, and his wisdom gay.

Blest satyrist ! who touched the mean so true,

As shew'd vice had his hate and pity too.

Blest Courtier ! who could King and country please ,

Yet sacred keep his friendships and his ease .

Blest Peer : his great forefather's ev'ry grace,

Reflecting and reflected in his race ;

Where other Buckhursts, other Dorsets shine,

And patriots still , or poets, deck the line."

It only remains to notice the old font, dating back to 1666, and a

newer one, used but the day before our visit to christen the infant
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daughter of Earl De La Warr, the floral decorations still remaining

on and about it . A fine reredos in mosaics, a thank offering of a

late rector for recovery from a serious illness, and believed to have

cost about £500, completes the appointments of this most

interesting church . As is the church, so are the rectory and

the churchyard , old , beautiful, and beyond measure attractive. As

the sexton replaced the turf on the grave of a child scarcely more

than a span's length , I bethought me of the ceremony of the day

before inside the church, when the infant Lady Avice Ela Muriel

Sackville was ushered into the world , so to speak.

J.M.B.

WITHYHAM CHURCH.

I have exhausted my space, but I have by no means exhausted the

possibilities of Crowborough. Going a little further afield than most

of the places mentioned we have Bayham Abbey, founded by Ela de

Sackville in the reign of Richard I. , and inhabited by Premonstra

tensian Canons, who settled here in 1200 ; Hever Castle, historically

associated with Anne Boleyn , one of the victims of Henry VIII. ;

Maresfield, or Marysfield, where was a royal palace or hunting

lodge frequented by Edward III . and his son John of Gaunt ;

Mayfield, where are the ruins of an archiepiscopal palace now used

in connection with extensive monastic institution recently

founded there, as well as several fine old timbered houses ; and

Penshurst, historically associated with the name of Sir Philip Sydney,

the accomplished statesman and writer of the 16th century. I

an
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should have mentioned the legend of St. Dunstan in connection with

Mayfield . The saint was a great workman-a “ Jack of all trades, "

in fact, and on the Devil appearing to him on one occasion, when he

was engaged in forging a horseshoe, he seized him by the nose with

the red-hot pincers, whereupon the Evil One flew into the air with

the saint at the other end of the tongs, both coming down near

Tunbridge Wells, the one cooling his tongs, the other his nose in the

waters of that spa, whence they are said to have derived their iron-y

BAYHAM ABBEY.

or chalybeate qualities ! The pincers , as well as the anvil and

hammer used by the saint , still exist at Mayfield .

Crowborough must be a healthy spot - teste the opinion of a

Cambridge scholar who considers it “ one of the most promising

health resorts in England, if not in Europe ; in fact, far superior as

an air cure ' to many that I have visited.” But let no one go

there who needs “ amusement,” so called . The only amusement

I could find was swinging on a gate, a passion I acquired half a

century ago , when I was a boy running about the Pentlands , in the

countryside since made famous by Robert Louis Stevenson .

Crowborough-or Hindhead, for that matter-is not for those who

D
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travel from Dan to Beersheba, seeking rest and finding none ; and

who, in their eagerness to see everything, see nothing. In the

beautiful lines of Matthew Arnold, they

“Glance, and nod, and bustle by,

And never once possess their souls before they die .”

Crowborough is for the calm , the cool , the contemplative ; those who

have the hearing ear, and the seeing eye, and who realise some

thing, and would realise more of the " bliss of solitude. "

R. W. J.
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A Suggestion for the Australian Post Offices.
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The Forty - Third Report of The

Postmaster -General.

RHE Annual Report on the Post Office for the year ended

31st March last records in the matter of fact fashion to

which we are accustomed another year's development

and progress in almost every branch of the service.

We are reminded in the opening paragraphs that the changes

announced by the Chancellor of the Exchequer in his Budget speech

do not fall within the period covered by the Report, and we must

therefore wait until next year to learn the effect of these reforms.

But in a modest way the Department is always reforming itself ;

progress is not so rapid as impetuous, ill -informed outsiders seem to

think desirable, yet the present and previous Reports show that it is

genuine and effective.

During the year 3,141,715,000 postal packets were delivered in

the United Kingdom, or on the average 7994 to each person , viz . ,

47-9 letters , 8.5 post cards , 17.6 book packets, & c ., 3 8 newspapers ,

and 1 •6 parcels. The rate of increase in letters and book packets is

less than last year ; but post cards are coming more and more into

use, more parcels are intrusted to the Post Office, and the
newspaper

post, which showed a decrease last year, now shows a slight increase .

The express delivery service continues to grow, but the Postmaster

General considers more use ought to be made of it by the public, and

he points out the facilities which exist for sending single letters by

rail , and that at many offices express letters can now be delivered by

bicycle at some saving of expense . Arrangements are being made

for the extension of this service to such colonies and foreign

countries as are able to adopt it .

In july, 1896, the night mails from London to Aberdeen were

accelerated and the whole distance is now covered in 11 hours 5

minutes . On ist April last an acceleration took place in the day and

night mails between London and Dublin, and the quickest service is

now the night mail from London , which is conveyed from Euston to

Dublin in 9 hours 29 minutes. With this quick service the Report

enables us to compare the times occupied in carrying the Mails to

Aberdeen and Dublin in 1837 , viz . , to Aberdeen 58 hours 22
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minutes, and to Holyhead 26 hours 55 minutes , the passage from

Holyhead to Kingstown occupying about 7 hours , but in the teeth

of a contrary gale occasionally reaching 20 hours . As a consequence

of the acceleration of the Irish Mail service the Irish provincial towns

will obtain earlier deliveries .

The Report notices certain changes in the Money Order system

effected during the year, and refers to the vexed question of the

commission on Inland Money Orders of small amount, which had

been fixed at 3d . for an order not exceeding £3. Owing however to

representations on the part of members of Friendly Societies and

others, it was decided to revert to a commission of ad . for Orders not

exceeding £1 . The effect of the temporary increase of commission

was to reduce the number of Inland Orders from 7,426,831 in 1895

to 7,375,758 . Telegraph Money Orders and Orders issued by

Government Offices show a considerable increase, and an increase is

also shown in the totals of Colonial and Foreign Money Orders.

Negotiations are being conducted with foreign countries for the

exchange of Telegraph Money Orders .

During the year 67,182,998 Postal Orders were issued for

£24,826,874 , an increase of 4 8 per cent, in number and of 3'9 per

cent. in amount compared with 1895 .

In addition to the usual paragraphs and appendices dealing with

the Post Office Savings Bank a special and most interesting appendix

has been devoted to the History of the Post Office Savings Bank,

which is rightly held to begin with Mr. Whitbread's speech in the

House of Commons in February, 1807 , when asking for leave to

bring in " a bill for promoting and encouraging industry among the

labouring classes of the community and the relief and regulation of

the criminal and necessitous poor.” Mr. Whitbread's plan included

the granting of annuities and insurances as well as the receipt of

deposits, but in this proposal and in other respects he was before his

time, and more than half a century elapsed before the Post Office

Savings Bank was founded . During the long interval other

suggestions were made by different persons, and in 1859 Mr. C. W.

Sikes succeeded in bringing his plan to the notice of Mr. Gladstone,

then Chancellor of the Exchequer. Sir Rowland Hill was favourable

to the idea, but it was reserved for Messrs. Chetwynd and Scudamore

to turn Mr. Sikes's suggestions into a practicable scheme.

February 8th, 1861 , it was brought before Parliament and in the

following May it became law ;

Tanta molis erat Romanam condere gentem .

.

+

On
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Operations began in September , 1861 , and at the end of 1862

there were nearly 180,000 accounts and the total balance due to

depositors was about £1,750,000 .

The following table shows the subsequent progress of the Bank :

Average amount

Period

Average

Number of

Accounts

Average Average

Balance in Number

each Account of Officesof Deposits

1863-68 663,000

£

7,000,000

£ s.

3

d .

5
II

3,390

1869-74 1,373,000 18,000,000 13 5 3 4,498

1875-80 1,889,000 29,000,000 15 12 5 5,742

1881-85 3,088,000 42,000,000 13 II 3 7,348

1886-90 4,248,000 59,000,000 13 16 10 9,025

1891-94 5,607,000 79,000,000 14 2 II 10,730

1895 6,454,000 98,000,000 15 3 4 11,518

1896 6,866,000 108,000,000 15 14 II 11,867

An appropriate tribute is paid to Mr. Fawcett's efforts to increase

the usefulness of the Post Office Savings Bank by adding the

Insurance and Annuity business of the Department to the Savings

Bank, by the introduction of a plan for collecting small savings, and

by giving depositors facilities for buying and selling Government

Stock . The collection of small amounts by means of postage stamps

was begun in September, 1880 , as an experiment in certain selected

counties, and three months later was extended to the whole of the

United Kingdom. For the period 1881-1885 the annual average

number of stamp deposit forms was 1,369,000 representing £68,000 ;

the next five years show a slight reduction. For the period 1891-1895

the annual averages were 1,618,000 slips and £86,000 ; and in 1896

there were 1,741,000 slips representing £95,000. From these figures

it appears that considerably over £1,000,000 has been deposited by

means of stamps ; and supposing only a penny was saved at a time

this sum represents more than 240,000,000 transactions on the part

of the depositors.

The Stock Investment business dates from November 22nd, 1880.
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The averages are as follows :

Period
No. of

Investments

No. of

Sales

Stock remaining

at the end of the year

1881-85

£

1,554,00014,000 5,000

1886-90 19,000 11,000 3,776,000

1891-95 23,000 16,000 6,206,000

1896 17,000 18,000 6,892,000

Annuity and Insurance business was begun by the Post Office in

1865 , but was not connected with the Savings Bank until 1884 .

During the first nineteen years, 7,064 policies of insurance were

issued, representing a yearly average of 372 policies, amounting to

£79 each. In the same period contracts were issued for 13,402 imme

diate and 978 deferred annuities . When the business was connected

with the Post Office Savings Bank several additional advantages were

offered to the public, and although Mr. Fawcett’s anticipation may

not have been realised, there has been a steady and not unsatisfactory

increase in Insurances and Annuities. Further improvements were

introduced in February 1896 , and in the past year 1,223 insurance

policies were issued for £65,582 ; 2,208 immediate annuity contracts

for £60,965 , and 202 deferred annuity contracts for £4,178 .

Compared with the figures for 1883 , viz. , 256 insurances for

£20,600 , 770 immediate annuities for £14,141 and 104 deferred

annuities for £2,126 , the figures for 1896 show a marked increase.

Returning to the Report, a valuable table is given of the occupations

of depositors in the Post Office Savings Bank, from which it appears

that more than 60 per cent. of the total number of depositors are

women and children, a proof, if proof were needed, of the untenable

position of those who urge that the Post Office Savings Bank interferes

with the business of ordinary bankers. Reference is made to the

arrangements for enabling soldiers serving abroad to deposit in the

Post Office Savings Bank, and to the fact that in 1896 , as in 1895 ,

the sales of Government Stock exceeded the purchases .

During the year 79,423,556 telegrams of all descriptions were

forwarded, a slight increase over the figures for 1895. This number

exceeds by two millions the number of letters other than franks

passing through the post in 1837 . Foreign telegrams decreased

1
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nearly 6 per cent. , and press telegrams 1 } per cent. as compared with

the previous year. On the other hand Government telegrams

increased 74 per cent . , the free railway telegrams 23 per cent. , and

the railway telegrams at reduced rates nearly 14 per cent.

The transfer of the Telephone Trunk lines began on April 4th,

1896 , and was completed on February 6th last. There are now

243 post offices open for Trunk Telephone business.

The Treasury have sanctioned the laying down of an underground

line of wires from London to Birmingham, at an estimated cost of

£165,000 , which , when complete , will afford much needed relief to the

overhead wires now in use, and will obviate some of the difficulties

caused by storms. The country traversed by the lines between

London and Birmingham is the scene of the storms most disastrous

to the telegraphs. These storms follow a course extending from the

Bristol Channel to the Wash, and thus blow directly across the main

telegraph lines to the north.

Reference is made to the International Telegraph Conference at

Buda- Pest in 1896 , which was attended by Messrs. Lamb, Fischer,

and Benton , as representatives of the United Kingdom . The

question of an official vocabulary for code telegrams was again

discussed , and is dealt with in an appendix . This vexed subject has

not been settled, but it must not be inferred that no advance has

been made towards a definite solution . The Conference dealt

successfully with the somewhat technical question of the equivalent

of the franc in local currency by deciding that each nation shall fix an

equivalent approaching, as nearly as possible , the actual value of the

franc in gold-a decision which, it is to be feared, will not be very

welcome to bi-metallists . A more liberal method of counting in

extra European telegrams , and a considerable reduction in the rates,

were also adopted by the Conference.

The Postmaster-General is able to repeat the congratulations

contained in his previous report, and again to record a year of

unexampled financial prosperity. The profit on the postal business

was £3,893,823 . The loss on the telegraphs was £140,714, and

the net profit was therefore £3,753,109 ; a very handsome tribute to

the exchequer. It is interesting to compare this flourishing state of

affairs with a note John Evelyn made in his diary two centuries ago .

He held, probably as treasurer of the fund for building Greenwich

Hospital , Exchequer tallies , representing two thousand pounds , on the

Post Office, which he considered the best fund in England , but

nobody would take them at thirty per cent. discount.
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There are 29,072 letter boxes and 20,745 post offices in the United

Kingdom. Money Order and Savings Bank business is transacted

at nearly 12,000 offices, and Telegraph business at 7,904 , and

Telegraph business is also performed for the department at 2,279

railway stations. New Crown post offices have been opened at

thirteen provincial towns in addition to several in London . The

Postmaster -General is rapidly becoming a large owner of house

property.

The staff of the Post Office consists of 144,700 persons, of whom

81,826, including 12,406 women, are on the permanent establishment.

It is satisfactory, at all events as far as the officers are concerned,

that the proportion of salaries and wages to revenue and expenditure

is steadily rising . In 1886-87 the total expenditure was £8,399,951 ,

and salaries and wages amounted to £4,278,895 , or 50° 94 per cent.

of the whole. In 1895-96 the total expenditure was £11,006,613,

and salaries and wages were £6,629,865 or 60'23 of the whole.

The conduct of the staff generally has been satisfactory. The

Postmaster-General records his thanks to the Committee on Post

Office Establishments, and his satisfaction at the general results,

including the acceptance of the whole scheme proposed by the

Committee and recommended by himself to the Treasury.

In noticing the previous Report it was suggested in these pages

that there would be no harm in reverting to a former practice of

dealing with unfounded complaints. The present Report contains a

defence of the existing rules of the newspaper post, a reference

to the acquittal of the Department with respect to charges of

favouritism in making promotions, and of overcrowding, which

were investigated by Lord Tweedmouth's Committee, and some other

apologies . The newspaper press freely ventilates the real

imaginary grievances of the public as regards the management of

the Post Office , but it is, of course, impossible for the Department to

send answers to the newspapers. The Annual Report, however,

affords an opportunity of dealing with serious charges, and some of

these have been effectually disposed of. The only subject for regret

is that the Report is not more widely circulated, especially among the

servants of the Department. It would be perhaps too much to

expect that every established officer should be supplied with a copy,

but a somewhat more liberal distribution is much to be wished.

or
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The Postman's Christmas Romance.

FOUNDED ON FACT.

66

ES, Sir, we can tell a good story, sometimes,” said my

friend the Postman, as we got into conversation on

the strength of the usual Christmas Box.

“ No, I'm not in a great hurry to-day . The Christ

mas pressure's nearly over, and I'm free till my 5 o'clock collection . ”

“ You see,” he explained , “ I'm only what they call an Auxiliary.”

“ It was a year ago last autumn, that I had a packet to deliver at

a swell house on my walk .' It was addressed to No. 23 ,

Square, W. Now many a time before I had had circulars , and such

like stuff for the same house, but bless you, I'm one of the oldest

hands in the sorting office, and the house has been unoccupied for

twenty years at least . What should I have done with the packet ?

Why, made it ' dead, ' for it was no use trying it at the house.

“ But this time it seemed to strike me as being something out of

the ordinary, and something told me to go and try it . So I did,

but it was no use, the house was as empty as my pocket, afore

you remembered me, Sir. At least, it seemed so to me.

“ When I first entered the Service, I used to feel an interest in that

house, always expecting something to turn up, like Mr. McCawker

says . But my interest had gone off a bit . It was in this wise.

When first I was placed on this walk ' (that's whatwe call it) , I had

letters for the master of the house on every delivery I made, and-we

can't help noticing these things—there was always one addressed in

the same handwriting, and that was a young lady's. I couldn't help

being sure she was young. Well, I soon heard (of course we never

talk with the servant girls, so it must have been in some other way) ,

I soon heard that the gentleman was to be married. The wedding,

too, was to take place from his house. He was a young gentleman

who I suppose for want of something to do had gone in for the Bar,

for he was always having letters addressed · Barrister -at -Law , L.L.B.,'

and such-like . But the young lady, as I understood , was left to his

guardianship when she was a child of ten , and he but a young fellow

of twenty-three. Of course, you might know what would follow .

Although a bit lively for a season , by the time his ward had
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blossomed into young womanhood, he was thinking of settling down,

so far as , perhaps, his companions would allow him .

“ One night as I was leaving home at four o'clock in the morning

-my duty is an early one-I met him as he was getting out of his

carriage, and with him was one of his boon companions, returning

no doubt from a late ball . Well , good night, old fellow ,' said his

friend, ' I hope I may meet in my turn with as nice a little woman,

together with as nice a little pile . ” [ “ That's the way the wind blows , '

thought I. ]

“ At last the wedding-day came round . I knew it was close. I

suppose the young woman thought it was rather grand to marry the

man who had been appointed by her deceased relatives to rule her

as her guardian . Anyhow, she could'nt have had much love for

him , for, Sir , the wedding -day arrived, and he waited and waited in

the church, but still the bride did not come.

Why, where's Russell ’ ? said he. That was his friend who

was to give the bride away. But not a bit of it , Russell wasn't

going to give her away, when he had so good a chance of keeping

her himself. It was rumoured about that they had gone to another

church, and that a wedding had taken place there . Anyhow, the

young woman's guardian took no part in it . He carried on some

thing terrible. He wouldn't believe at first but that some accident

had happened to her, and not until the other wedding was discovered

to have been settled, and he himself had seen the register, did he

feel convinced of the way he had been trifled with.

“ Then I heard that he gave way to awful fits of despondency.

He used to sit with his hands round his knees, hugging them in his

despair. His letters remained unopened. No one could move him .

Some one sent him David Copperfield by book-post, and soon

afterwards I heard that he had left the house , perhaps to wander the

country round in the hopes of meeting the lost one . Perhaps he

read of ' Little Em'ly's ' father, how he wandered from town to town ,

and village to village, in the hopes of finding his ruined daughter .

“ But my tale's getting to long for your patience, Sir . The fact is

we had to redirect all his letters , first to one place, then to another,

until we were glad enough when his year of redirection came to an

end . Then he complained that his letters were not being sent on .

I had to call at his house, and as I stood at the door, I could see

through a glass panel into a long banqueting room, in which to my

astonishment the tables were covered with everything which goes to

make up a magnificent supper-table. I hinted to the girl what I had
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seen. ' Yes,' she said , we aren't allowed to go in there, nor have

we ever since the awful day that it was prepared for. All the flowers

are withered, and we daren't so much as put our noses to the key

hole. '

“ The house was shut up soon after, and in a year or two we lost

all trace of the people . The house has never been let since , but

from what I can make out, each Christmas one poor individual

spends a few days there , wrapped in his own misery. At those times

he never goes out in the day-time, and afterwards he is off, no one

knows where, for another twelve months. Many a time have I

watched the house at Christmas, when everyone is trying to be gay

and jolly elsewhere, thinking of the poor fellow who has spent his

many solitary Christmasses unknown and uncared for there.

“ Well, good -night, Sir, and thank you : a merry Christmas. ”

And my friend the Postman was off.

I saw him again in the New Year. “ Morning, Sir," said he ; " you

'member that packet I told you about. I did just get into a row

about that . He was in the house all the while . He had discovered

that his former ward's husband was dead, and he had written to her,

offering her the wreck of his hearth and home, bidding her, if

she were so minded, to send him as a token a keepsake book which

he had given her years before.

“ Through my carelessness, the book and the penitent , loving letter

which she had sent with it had been returned to her through the

R. L. O. , but not being satisfied, she had come herself to the house.

She found it occupied , although I did not, and now the painters and

decorators are hard at work on the house ; the place is all in com

motion , and between you and me and the post, a bright new year

has dawned for this young, old couple , and it makes me feel quite

young again , too, Sir. I deserve all the cautioning I got for my

carelessness, and I am jolly glad that that poor old fellow won't

spend another solitary Christmas in that great house.”

EDWARD A. MARTIN .
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The Post Office in 1677.

[By the kindness of the Earl of Dartmouth we are enabled to

publish the following account, written in or about the year 1677 , of

the work of the Post Office in the reign of Charles II . It has never

before been printed , but beyond this it possesses the special interest

thatit supplies a gap hitherto unfilled in the published works on

the History of the Post Office. The MS. exists among the family

papers of Lord Dartmouth , and he has kindly lent it and others to be

copied for the Record Room, and has permitted them to be printed

in our pages.

In 1663 an Act of Parliament settled the revenue of the Post

Office on James , Duke of York , as a personal income. The Office

was then farmed under Royal Patent . In 1667 the farm of the Post

Office was given to the Earl of Arlington for ten years, and he was

created Postmaster-General. There is some reason for thinking that

he may have sub-farmed the Office to Mr., or Colonel , Roger

Whitley, for many years Member of Parliament for Chester, who

certainly managed the Post Office as Deputy Postmaster -General.

Whitley's official correspondence is still preserved among the family
papers of Sir Philip Mainwaring , of Peover Hall , Knutsford, and

many interesting particulars drawn from them have been given by

Mr. Wilson Hyde in The Post in Grant and Farm , but apparently

no such general account of the working of the Post Office as is now

printed exists, among the Mainwaring papers or elsewhere.

In 1677 another Patent was given to Lord Arlington, making him

Postmaster- General for life, but apparently the grant was a nominal

one only, for the Duke of York assumed the direct control of the

Office, and made Roger Whitley his deputy tomanage it. The

following description must have been written by Whitley, or by one

of his subordinates , for the information of the Duke of York at this

time, and by him it was probably given to Lord Dartmouth's

ancestor, who was a trusted friend and adviser of the Duke. The

MS. is well written in a vellum covered book, and is in excellent

preservation . It is divided into sections or chapters, of which we

now give two. ]

OF POSTMASTERS THEIR WORK AND DUTY.

HEY are to bee provided with good horses and

convenient furniture for the port of the constant

Mayles of letters and his Majesties Expresses and are

to make their respective Dispatches in halfe - an -houre.

To have in readiness a sufficient number of Horses for the

conveyance of such as Ryde post, not detayning them above

halfe -an -houre.

To imploy noe post boy under the age of 14, and that the mayle

proceeds after the rate of 5 miles an houre.
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To give careful and speedy conveyance to all letters and Pacquetts

which shall come to their respective stages. To keep a true and

just Account of the Money arizing from those letters, and to pay the

same monthly unto his Majesties Postmaster Generall or his Deputy

and therewith for all Letters, taken up , upon the Road, having the

name of By Letters.

To bee in particular manner careful that no other Bagg but what

belongs to the respective Postmasters be unloaded or anyways

opened.

To observe and execute all such Orders and Directions as shall at

all times bee Received from his Majesties Postmaster Generall

or Deputy.

Those are circumstances according to their covenant. Following

is the method interchangeably between the Grand Office and them.

They are assisted every Quarter with printed Bills according to the

draught underneath in which they express the peculiar stage, the

number and vallue of Letters in the Bagg sent to London each post

day, Sealing up the same in their Bagg. As if

From Bristoll ......... the 25 day of June 1677 .

400
oo Oo

60

at

at

at

5

o
15

OO

Letters for London .

3 Unpaid Letters

3 Paid Letters ...

Postpaid at Bristoll...... for the By bagg

Letters received in the By bagg.

Post Paid at

Post Paid at..

If when the Letters come to London there shall be found by the

opening Clarkes any paid Letters to be under Tax't by the Postmaster

being such for which hee has received money in the Country, Such

Omissions are placed to his Account, and out of a Booke of

Errors where that particular is Recorded , The Clarkes have Liberty

every post night to have recourse to that Booke, and appointed to

Signifie Such Omissions to the Propper Postmaster, by this means

wee never wrangle in our accounts.

Which accounts with Postmasters do arrive by unpaid Letters sent

to them every post night for which they receive money in the

Country. And for Paid Letters Comeinge from them, haveing in

like manner Received the Port in the Country.

They demand Postage according to the Act (Viz .)

To all Places in England and Wales beyond 80 miles 3 pence a
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Single Letter, and 12d . an ounce. And within 80 miles 2 pence

Single and 8 pence an Ounce . Their Running Accounts are sent to

them monthly by the Governour of the office, and more Regularly

every Quarter against which time They send upp their Dead Letters

which are discounted from their charge, and their Sallary being also

allowed , the Remainder is their Debt to the Office.

The money is remitted to London upon the Postmasters charge,

which in the generall I hold to be noe commendable Practice either

towards security or Time, it haveing many times happened , in places

of the greatest Collection , That the Postmasters have failed with

very great sums in their hands which in great probability might

otherwise have been drawne out.

They doe every Quarter sende particular of the King's Expresses

to the Governour of the Office (Affidavitt being thereunto made

before a Justice of the Peace ). They are mix't with the comon

Accompt of the Kings Letters goeing free, and when such money is

Received, the Postmasters have their part alsoe.

They are to signifie upon a labill (sent through all stages every post

night) the exact houre of Receiving and Retorneing the said Mailes,

which Labills haveing the particular names and distances of Stages,

The Default of any postmaster is presently discovered. This will

direct the Governour of the Office to remarque such Omissions in

their due place, and in case of Obstinacy to Complaine unto the

Secretaries of State, Who did formerly (and it was a practice worth

continueing) send a messenger for such offenders giveing them due

Punishment, and others good Caution .

Their Priviledges are a being free from all publique offices,

Quartering Souldiers according to his Majesties Proclamation , and

they receive a reciprocall benefitt with the Clarkes in the Generall

Office by receiving Gazettes free of postage wherewith they advantage

themselves in their comon trade of selling Drink, and they have

their Single Letters free to London.

England is designed into Six Runnings or Roads which we call

West

Bristoll

Chester

North

Yarmouth

Kent

Which and their Severall Branches are

distinguished in the following Draughts .
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OF THE GOVERNMENT AND PRACTICE IN THE

INLAND REVENUE OFFICE.

Is performed by a Comptroller

Accountant

Treasurer

Principally

Then by Clarkes, Window men, Sorters , Letter Carriers, Stampers

of Letters, Porters and Retorne man , which last his office is to

carry abroad the Dead Letters brought in monthly by the Letter

Carriers and is a continuall'cheque upon them.

There are of Clarkes 8

Window men
3

Sorters ... 3

Letter Carriers 32

Their Sallaries are different according to their places and

Busienes, only the Letter Carriers att a certaine Rate of 8s . a weeke

paid duely upon Monday mornings.

The management of this Imployment being often in a mix't way,

It will be best explain'd by shewing the method of their worke .

The Post Mornings and Evenings , or Comeing in and goeing out

the Mayles.

The Comptrollers Office in particular is to see that the Clarkes

and all under Officers doe keepe the Appointed houre of their

Attendance both Mornings and Evenings . To cast up and

methodize the daily Bills of the Office income preparatory to the

constant use of the Accountant and Treasurer. To regulate

Taxing of Letters whether on his Majesties Account or with

Merchants and others. To receive the money for all paid Letters

brought upon Post nights and in generall to Influence the whole

Body in all circumstances of their Duty, Representing the Authority

and Person of the Governour of the Office, Reconciling all

matters duly in his absence.

The Accomptant haveing propper Bookes mostly printed for

expedition and exactness, Doth enter in due place The Daily

income, being first prepar'd by the Comptroller and Clarkes, and

being signed by them doe remaine as a Voucher and Cheque to

his entries whether of Inland , Irish or Forraine Accompts either
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goeing or Retorning, so He is neere the Governour of the Office to

answer Readily to all demands about the Accounts, To prepare

those belonging to Postmasters being drawn up and sent monthly

and more formally every Quarter when all peeces of such accounts

are adjusted.

The Treasurer has in trust the whole money of the Office. Hee

is attending in good Time every Post Morning to Receive from All

Letter Carriers the full sume of what they received in charge by

Letters the proceding post day, directed hereunto by the Comp

troller, who gives a Generall Bill under his hand shewing exactly

what ought to bee received from each person.

Hee gathers all money ariseing by Bills of Exchange from the

Postmasters, payes all Sallaries , discounts , &c . Yet still by

immediate Authority and concurrence with his Principall .

The mornings worke by comeing in of the Mailes is upon

Mondaies

Wednesdaies

Fridaies . att what Time all Officers concern'd are to attend,

That is to say from Aprill to October att Four a Clock in the

morning, And from October to April att 5 unlesse the Comp

troller commandeth a sooner Appearance.

The Pacquetts being supposed to bee come in, and ready for worke,

The Opening Clarkes also att their several Stations, The Comp

troller then Appoints to each Clarke an equall proportion of baggs

in every Maile, To the end That the worke may finish together,

and that noe Clarke may shutt the Baggs to prevent Confederacy

with the Postmasters.

The Clarkes haveing opened the Baggs, and exactly summ'd the

Letters and Pacquetts as well Paid as Unpaid, both by weight and

judgment compareth the same with the Postmasters printed Tickett

aforesaid and inserteth thereupon the reall value of Letters in each

bagg. This, by an Officer appointed, is entered to the Respective

Stage upon a printed Bill for that purpose clearly described in the

following draught of Yarmouth Road being the very same in forme

with all the other Roads.
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YARMOUTH ROAD.

By Letters paid

£ S D £ S D

Unpaid

£ SD

Letter Carriers

charges

£ SD

Yarmouth

Beckles

Saxmundam

Ipswich

Harwich

Manningtree

Colchester

Keldon

Wittam

Chelmsford

Dunmow

Ingerstone

Burntwood

Rumford

Morrell

Bat Day

Thacher

Bitts

Coke

Bates

Kirby

Williams

Skevington

Ayres

Jackson

Charles

Brewer

Waddop

Marchants

Country

Office

Members

States

The Letters being thus opened and entered , All the unpaid which

onely becomes a Debt or charge, upon the Letter Carrier, And

received by the Stamper who impresseth upon every Letter the

certaine day of the Month when such Letters come in , and being

then disposed and divided in Regular manner by the Letter Sorters

(who are partly Clarkes and Windowmen appointed to that worke)

the whole produce of each Mayle is sum'd up, being reduced to 18

severall heads or charges described in the foregoeing draught and

more plainly thus.

The Right hand Collume beareth successively the names of 14

Letter carriers which 14 (as well for the expedition of the Clarkes

sorting as to the Treasurers receiving the money) doe stand charged

for the whole 32 Letter Carriers, unto whom they devide the Letters

and make Accounts among themselves saveing trouble to the Office.

There are still in that Collume Those Lynes.

Marchants.

Country

Office.

Members.

States . The Marchants are such Letters as are appointed by

E
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severall Marchants to stay in the Office (upon a faire Alphabett) to

be received and paid for there.

The Country are such Letters which passe Thro London to other

places (The Postmaster haveing omitted to receive the first Postage

to London ) and to bee sent doubly Tax'd the following Post night.

The Office are such Letters which are received by the Clarkes

and others mostly upon Office Busienesse .

The Members are Letters to parliament men, in time of Privilidge.

The States such as doe att all Times passe upon the Kings

Account.

Which 18 Divisions are comprehensive of all the unpaid Letters

in every distinct Mayle or Road and agreeable to the Sum of the

next Collume of Stages , Bearing on the head the Tytle of Unpaid ,

in which is entred to each respective Stage the product of its own

Bagg, by a Person appointed as aforesaid .

The Letters being given in to the Letter Carriers (who are in a

seperate Room for themselves) They are required after a little space

To make known their charges to the Comptroller, which agreeing

with the Bill aforesaid, is by him received as an Account.

When all the Mayles are after this manner finished The Comp

troller reduceth from the Six Road Bills a generall charge to each of

those 14 Letter Carriers, and Alphabett, to facillitate the Treasurer

in receiving the money the following Post morning, The forme of

which Bill is following

Chester

Bristol

North

West

Yarmouth

Kent .

Morrell

Chester

Bristol

North

West

Yarmouth

Kent

Bat Day
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The charges of the 14 Letter Carriers are made up to go then in one

printed sheete, this of Morrell , and Bat Day (this figure of them will)

sufficiently explaine the Rest and most demonstrable it is , That when

either of them shall have paid the foote of those Six Charges hee has

paid fully .

This Recconing is made every Post morning paying to a penny

what they owed upon Letters received the preceding Post, and att

the end of every month they retorne their dead Letters to the Comp

troller who examineing very punctually (every Letter haveing the

reason of its not being delivered indors't upon the back side of it by

the respective Letter Carrier) when this is done The Comptroller

gives a noat of particulars to the Treasurer who makes them allow

ances accordingly.

A Porter is constantly attending att the Office Doore, more

especially to prevent the goeing out of Letter Carriers, which they

are not to doe, upon any pretence whatsoever, or that any person

bee suffered to intrude to receive any Letters which they are not to

expect untill the Kings Letters are sent to Whitehall, and that the

whole Busienesse is ready for every man alike.

There being 32 Letter Carriers , The whole Citty and Suburbs is

devided into just soe many Quarters , greater or lesse according to

the variety and difference of correspondeing, every man adhering to

his respective Province and Traversing his Walke after a due

manner, Still beginning and ending in the same place. They

Order their Letters regularly to every Street and House during

their time in the Office and when that is done They disperse

themselves which ends the morneing worke.

The night worke or sending out of the Mayles

All officers are to appeare by Six of the Clock Evenings .

Tuesdaies

Thursdaies

Saturdaies.

To the Window Men are appointed severall large Drawing Boxes

to keepe distinctly the paid and unpaid Letters, from whom the

Sorters receive those Letters, first stamping them with the day of

the month and then to sort to the six propper Roads. This has

made them ready for the respective Clarkes of those Roads, each

one haveing an Assign'd part of the office able to containe in

distinct and regular manner The Letters of each stage in their

Roads, and when att the end of their businesse, all the Letters

being gathered sorted right and told over, an Account of every
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particular is entred into the Road Booke Bearing the names of

those Stages with whom they doe account. This Booke is made

use of by the Accomptant To carry the same unto the Postmasters

more regular debt, having a Bouke for that purpose only.

Besides Letters brought into the Window, There are also from

severall Receivers, being appointed at severall parts , as att West

minster , Charing Crosse, Pall Mall , Covent Garden, most of the Inns

of Court, &c To shorten the way in bringing to the office. They

are allowed certaine Sallaries, and therefore forbidden to receive

any Gratuity besides the common Postage, as other Receivers doe

(having noe Sallaries) bringing from remote places such as

Grinwich , Deptford, Blackwall, Southwark, and such like , receive

besides the Post a penny for every man's parcel more or less.

The Letter Receivers having Sallary, doe send Letters to the

Generall Office twice every night (viz .) all the Letters which they

have gathered by nine of the clock Thereby keeping the Clarkes to

continuall Busienesse, and preventing a pressure of worke (con

sequently delay to the Mailes) which would else happen att their

Last Comeing, being at 11 a Clock. All such letters are Stamp't,

Sorted , and every way disposed as the Window Letters .

To every Letter Receiver is appointed a different stamp to

distinguish their Letters from one another, Least when wee come to

examine their parcells, and finding paid Letters, mix't with unpaid

Letters under Rated and the like they pretend ignorance of such

Letters, to the prejudice of the Office and sometimes to the owners

of them .

The paid Letters from the Window, and from Abroad doe passe

under severall cheques before the end of the worke , att what time

they are Received by a Person appointed to that office who

conseales the vallue untill ye Comptroller has Received the money

from all hands , the same being att Last compared very evenly and

punctually and soe entred .

The Clarkes haveing book't their Letters Their Last worke is

to putt them upp into the propper Baggs, and therewith a note of

their number and vallue and when the Kings Letters are come

(which is usually somewhat too late) They seale upp the Baggs

with the Office Seale, place them together in a large Mayle

recommending them to the care and speede of the Post Boyes which

ends the nights worke.

The office window is constantly attended , as well the Irregular as

Regular post Daies . This is done in turn's by the Clarkes and

Window Men. ( To be continued .)
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Our Library Table.

[ In previous issues we have published our notices and reviews of

books among the other items in the “ Letter Bag.” The Civil

Service has been so much in evidence during the late publishing

season that we have now grouped all our reviews under the

above heading. We draw no hard -and-fast line as to the kind

of books we notice, but, of course, we give the preference to

Civil Servants.]

>>

THE ROMANCE OF THE BRITISH POST OFFICE. ITS INCEPTION

AND WONDROUS DEVELOPMENT, by Archibald Grainger Bowie.

Price 1/6 . S. W. Partridge & Co., Paternoster Row , London.

( Mr. Bowie is of the Accountant -General's Department.)

It is no discredit to the author of this little book to say that many

readers who are attracted by its title will be at first disappointed.

That there is romance to be found in Post Office history Mr. Hyde and

Mr. Baines have sufficiently proved in the volumes they have published,

while Mr. Norway in one special department of that history has given us

a goodly portion of the stuff not only that dreams are made of, but

that stirs and enlivens the imagination . Mr. Bowie's romance,

however, consists of, so far as he can get them into a small compass,

the facts of Post Office history from the Old Testament times down

to the present day, and he relies on a plain narrative of the leading

events in his story to produce his effects. It is a volume which will

find its way into quarters where Mr. Joyce's History of the Post Office

will always be unknown , and it will serve the very
useful purpose of

bringing home to the minds of many Englishmen the conditions

under which postal work is conducted. It is excellently illustrated

and the chapters are well arranged. With all its wealth of material

and conscientious workmanship, Mr. Joyce's book lacks vigour and

movement, and the quality of " romance understood in its best sense

is absent throughout. To be quite truthful Mr. Bowie's book suffers

from the same defect, but the marshalling and organizing of his facts

is so well done that the interest of the narrative is fully sustained from

start to finish . There is no attempt to captivate the reader's attention

by fine writing or eloquent descriptions of scenes and events, and the

history which might have commenced with the return of the dove to
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the Ark, but which announces instead that Queen Jezebel sent the

first circular letter, goes on smoothly and clearly until it culminates

in “ The Post Office of to -day.” As one reads the book one

appreciates more warmly the entire reliance which Mr. Bowie places

on the facts and figures at his disposal for his “ romance.” Most

writers of this school are tempted, at least in their concluding

paragraphs, to abandon for a moment the method on which their work

has been constructed, and to indulge in some magnificent deduction

from their facts, to point a moral , or to give us big estimates of future

increase. Not so Mr. Bowie, and for this we thank him . If a book

is to be considered as an artistic whole, the concluding sentences of

which finish off and complete the picture, Mr. Bowie's little volume

answers to this description . He began with Jezebel : the following

are the last two sentences in the book : During the past two

centuries the Post Office Revenue has increased at an enormous rate ,

and at the present time the gross revenue , including the telegraphs ,

is at the rate of nearly £15,000,000 a year. The annual expendi

ture amounts to over £11,000,000, thus leaving a net revenue of

close upon £ 4,000,000 with which to delight the heart of the

Chancellor of the Exchequer. ” Some of us perhaps regard this

conclusion rather as the tragedy than the romance of the Post Office,

and are of opinion that until a different idea is formed of the functions

of the Post Office the full development of our Great Department will

never take place. But that is another story. Mr. Bowie has told

his tale with a great deal of skill , with evident official discretion, and

without any unfairness or partiality towards individuals . And the

Post Office still awaits its romantic historian .

THE PEOPLE OF Clopton , by George Bartram. Price 6/- . T. Fisher

Unwin, Paternoster Square , E.C.

This is a delightful book. It possesses that quality of “ freshness "

the presence of which in any volume compels us to forgive an author

all his other sins. It is not a novel if to be a novel a book must have

a story and a plot; it is simply a series of soul-stirring episodes in the

early life of a Clopton villager . There are brilliant and powerful studies

of character in the book , but it is in the action of the men and women

themselves that we are enabled to know and understand their

motives . Without once degenerating into coarseness, the author

gives us a vivid and lasting impression of the rough life of a Midland
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Do ye

village in the sixties , in which illicit love, systematic poaching and

prize fighting stand out as the chief pastimes of the inhabitants. And

he paints his pictures with so sympathetic and loving a hand , that

we find ourselves all through the book carried away with enthusiasm

for the people of Clopton ” and in opposition to the upholders of

law and order. We cannot help ourselves, for Mr. Bartram is a

genuine student of human nature, and can strike with ease the rare

note which reveals to us, beneath all coarseness and rudeness of

exterior, the pathos and beauty of individual character. He can,

without violating truth, tell the story of a country bumpkin's

courtship, in which animal passion is the dominating influence, with

the delicacy and humour which is often so conspicuous by its absence

at this autumn time in our literature, when, as George Meredith

finely said the other day, “ the leaves are falling, especially the fig

leaves.” The poaching scenes strike us as especially clever, and

Jack Fowsey and Exeter Dick are in their way splendid specimens

of Englishmen , albeit poachers. Here is Jack Fowsey's apologia

pro sua vita . “ I dunno exackly as I'd keer to kill gaame at all if the

law warn't agen it . It's that as maakes porchin ' fun

know when I look roond me sometimes at these stout chaps in

velveteen an' cord breeches as they set to catch porchers, I often

wonder how 'tis they ever catch anybody. But I s'pose there are

fools among porchers as well as among keeapers, an'a fool can catch a

fool. D’ye know where I think the mistaake is in these here Gaame

Laws ? Instead o ' bein ' built to try an ' stop porchin' they should

work so as to confine it among senserble men . When a man gits

catched as soft as Sewell were laast toime I'd transport him straight

off as a loonatic—a dangerous loonatic. But if a decent chap as

knows his business gits catched through baad luck , an' the saame can

be proved, he should be fitted ootwi' a new stock o' nets an’snaares

at the parish expense an ’ given a fresh staart. But, fool or senserble

man , I'd transport anybody as let hissen be catched twoice . ”

It is a tribute to Mr. Bartram's art that before we closed the

volume we became converts to Jack Fowsey's philosophy. We shall

look forward with eagerness to more work from this author's hands .

He surely has it in his power to write a great novel : his point of view

is so excellent, his knowledge of human character so profound. We

are informed that he is a Civil Servant, and the fact that we are

praising a co!league in another Department is an additional source of

pleasure to us .
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STUDIES IN PSYCHICAL RESEARCH, by Frank Podmore, M.A., author

of Apparitions and Thought Transference. Price 12s . Kegan ,

Paul,Trench, Trübner & Co. , Charing Cross Road.

(Mr. Podmore is of the Secretary's Office.)

The Society for Psychical Research was founded in the year 1882 at

a time when the subject of spiritualism , to use a comprehensive term

which may include all attempted excursions into the world beyond

the senses, was very much more in the public mind than it is at

present. Spiritualists have suffered much at the hands of learned

professors and scientific critics ; they have suffered still more from

their own indiscretions and inanities, and it only needed the

conversion of Mr. Stead to their side with his inevitable proneness to

overstatement and his inability to understand evidence, to increase

the suspicion with which their movements are regarded by the outside

public. But all this time the Society has been quietly collecting

evidence , inquiring into this and that supposed manifestation , sending

its agents here and there to investigate wonders, and doing its best to

bring the scientific test to bear on all stories of the marvellous and

of the mysterious “ borderland ” of the senses . And now comes

Mr. Podmore, who has been connected with the Society from the

first, with a book setting forth at length the conclusions at which he

has arrived from a study of the evidence in the possession of the

Society. Mr. Podmore is careful to claim no authority other than

his own for these conclusions, and we gather from this admission

that the Society includes men and women who view the evidence in

different ways , and who perhaps have already arrived at different

results. There is no doubt about Mr. Podmore's position ; it is the

attitude of a man who has been powerfully attracted to these supposed

manifestations of the spirit world, who perhaps at one time hoped to

find intellectual salvation in such researches , but who, loving truth

above all things, has sedulously refused to allow his scientific

temperament to be blinded , and has at all times and seasons been

prepared to apply the scientific test to the supposed discoveries of his

friends. It is perhaps this feeling of disappointment in what to him

was once a more promising field of study, that gives to his style a

sub-acidity, which, though it will delight the unbeliever, must be gall

to the faithful. It is a splendid piece of destructive, even merciless

criticism , and it is written in a clear and luminous style which is in

refreshing contrast to the wordy and vapid discourses on the same

subject we have frequently read by other writers. Mr. Podmore

takes up one by one the various phenomena of spiritualism , spirit
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photography, slate writing, bell ringing, table turning, ghosts, and

spirit rapping ; he relates to you the evidence in each case which has

been collected, and then tells you how the manifestation is worked

always by natural causes, sometimes by conscious and sometimes by

unconscious fraud. It is all done quite quietly and without an

unnecessary word of blame or disapprobation ; he merely tells you

how the trick is done and passes on to the next chapter. The

chapter on Theosophy should be another nail in the coffin of a creed

which has had to endure much in the way of exposure . How can

one remain a Theosophist when confronted by the admission of

Madame Blavatsky herself, “ What is one to do, when in order to

rule men it is necessary to deceive them ” ? Mr. Podmore is fully

aware however that his method is useless with a certain type of mind.

“ It would be rash (he says) to prophesy even now, notwithstanding

the loss of the unique personality of the foundress, that the movement

is near dissolution . To most men who have given themselves over

to a false belief there comes a time when the ears are deaf and the

eyes are closed and the heart is hardened , so that they will not

believe even the testimony of the false prophet against himself. For

are there not, as we have seen , black magicians and other powers of

darkness who may transform themselves into the likeness of angels

of light ? With such men and against such a contention, argument

is no longer even possible. Decipiantur. ” In the chapters on

“ Ghosts ” and “ Haunted Houses, ” the author brings out into clear

daylight the entire untrustworthiness of human testimony on these

subjects. He tests each story as it comes to his hand with all the

evidence within his reach, and the story fades into the stuff that dreams

are made of. “ We may gather then , from this brief survey of the

evidence presented by the best attested narratives, that the authentic

ghost brings no message from the dead to the living ; that he rarely

appears in recognisable or even constant shape ; that his connection

with skeletons and tragedies is obscure and uncertain .

We know no reason why the dreams of the living should be less

potent to inspire these vague and unsubstantial visions than the

imagined dreams of the dead .” It must not be supposed from what

we have said that all Mr. Podmore's conclusions are negative, that

he has met nothing in his researches which he could not explain, or

which was not the outcome of some trickery or hallucination. In the

chapters “ Experimental Thought Transference," “Telepathic

Hallucinations,” “ Secondary Consciousness, " and " Impersonation , "

" Obsession , ” “ Clairvoyance,” he deals with experiments which



70 OUR LIBRARY TABLE ,

establish in his mind certain facts which, if admitted , largely explain

the various phenomena that are unaccounted for by trickery and

hallucinations . It is here where he will be followed by the closest

interest, for in the influence of mind upon mind, and in the power

of one personality to affect, in spite of distance, the personality of

another, lie problems we are all anxious to know more about. It is

certain that if the dead revisit us in spiritualistic séances their

conversation is “ of the earth , earthy,” they have nothing to tell us

worth the trouble of listening to, and they exhibit no signs of superior

grace or wisdom . But in the problems suggested by thought

transference, which concern the destinies and characters of living

personalities, there is a profitable field for study, and Mr. Podmore

is ready to admit the important results already achieved by such

investigations. The doubt to our mind is whether en Mr. Podmore

himself does not place too much reliance on the experience of

admittedly unhealthy subjects, but there is no getting away from the

main body of his facts. The book is deeply interesting throughout;

it is also convincing in the best sense of the word . After fifteen years

study in these perilous regions Mr. Podmore keeps his mental balance ,

and exhibits the rare spectacle of a man who has kept faithful all the

time to one object, the most noble because the most disinterested of

all pursuits, the search after truth . And if his experience has hitherto

mainly resulted in conclusions of a negative character, he is not

depressed or cast down ; this book, he hints, is but the register of what

has been done up to date ; the work of thefuture holds out promises

of results which will still further justify the labours of the past
fifteen years.

HIGHWAYS AND BYWAYS IN DEVON AND CORNWALL, by Arthur

H. Norway, with illustrations by Joseph Pennell and Hugh

Thomson . Price 6s. Macmillan & Co.

( Mr. Norway is of the Secretary's Office .)

This is not what is popularly known as a guide book, though if

the reader visits Devon and Cornwall with no other volume in his

hands he could not go much astray. It belongs to that class of

work with which Mr. Augustus Hare has made us familiar, con

sisting of pleasant and interesting gossip about a country or district

from the point of view of a cultivated man. At the same time,

in suggesting that Mr. Norway is following in the footsteps of Mr.

Hare we must be careful to do justice to the former, and to say

that in many respects he is far in advance of his master. Mr.
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Hare may take you for Walks in Rome, Walks in London, and

for Wanderings in Spain , in The Cities of Northern Italy or in

own Sussex, but in his case you are reminded too much of

the professional guide, not to mention the professional bookmaker,

and he leaves you at the end of each of your wanderings rather

relieved than otherwise to be rid of his garrulity and omniscience .

On the other hand, if you take Mr. Norway with you as your

travelling companion , you become almost as interested in the

personality of your guide as with the scenes and places he loves

so well ; you feel on every page the infection of his delightful

but restrained enthusiasm . There is not a dull page in his book ,

his personality pleasantly insinuates itself into all that he tells us,

and whether you know the country or not which he is describing ,

you are always interested. This is high praise, but it is deserved.

Of course, he has a magnificent subject; he writes of two of the

loveliest counties in the British Isles , but how easy is it to be dull

in the presence of the beautiful! George Eliot loved Italy, but

you may read letter after letter which is published in the ponderous

volume called her “ Life ” on this subject nearest her heart, and

never once feel that she has caught “ the genius of the place. ”

The enthusiasm of dull writers is the bitterest of all agonies which

reviewers are called upon to endure , and we throw up our caps

with delight when we come upon a book which we can say is

like " the joy that cometh in the morning.” Not that Mr. Norway's

enthusiasms on most subjects are at all unconventional ; he is

indeed highly respectable, and there is an aftermath of Jubilee

rejoicings and a suggestion of the after -dinner oratory which was

prevalent at the Hotel Cecil last June about his language, which

is perhaps pardonable but is wanting in sweet reasonableness. He is

a patriot whom Mr. Chamberlain , the latest apostle of this creed ,

would take to his own heart ; he sighs for the return to English

life of the raiding and buccaneering spirit of the Elizabethan and

Stuart times ; he believes there is no country in the world like

England, that there is no portion of England to beat the West

Country, that in the West Country the Cornishman is better than

the Devonian, and, finally, but not by any means least in importance

of his beliefs, he holds that Devonshire cream is a " made in

Germany ” sort of article , inasmuch as it was Cornishmen who first

discovered this toothsome luxury . And yet in spite of this unhappy

creed , the impenitent little Englander finds a charm in Mr. Norway's

spread eagleisms , and the secret lies in the frankness and gaiety
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of the author's manner. The creed is in keeping with the history

and associations of the West Country, indeed we feel sure that Mr.

Norway has only adopted it for artistic purposes, and that in his

prosaic moments and in a less martial atmosphere his patriotism

becomes quite reasonable. We forgive him much for his evident

love of nature , and for the light touch and delicate fancy which

can bring before us without apparent effort, and without undue

heightening of colour, so many beautiful pictures of coast line,

valley, wood, and river. West Country men and women will

immediately add this book to their shelves , while those whose

acquaintance with the country is in the character of “ tripper ” and

whose pocket is limited , will beg, borrow or steal it , before they

venture again into Devon or Cornwall.

We have little in the way of criticism to offer ; what we could

say in this direction would relate simply to the omissions in the

book. We could have spared some of the descriptions of the

smaller Devonshire towns for a fuller account of Morwenstow and

its eccentric and interesting vicar. No man, it seems to us, was

so imbued with the spirit of Cornwall as Mr. Hawker, and in our

travels in that district we have found in him the best interpreter

of the legend and folk lore of the West Country. It may be rank

heresy, but if we are to say of anybody as Mr. Norway does of

John Hawkins, “ Heaven send the country such a man again ,”

we would rather say it of Mr. Hawker, for bold sailors and raiders

are common enough even in these degenerate days, but rarer is

the Coleridge temperament, the spirit which , as . Sir Thomas Browne

quaintly said, " has a glimpse of incomprehensibles," and can interpret

for us the imaginative and spiritual elements in nature and in life.

And to quote Browne again , “ I love to lose myself in a mystery,

to pursue my reason to an O altitudo." How such a confession

expresses also the point of view of Hawker ; how interesting it made

him, as it does all men whose constant habit of mind is to turn

the prose of life into poetry. It is characteristic of Mr. Norway

that in his very slight reference to Mr. Hawker he dwells almost

entirely on what we may call the John Hawkins vein in his

character, which was present there indeed, but which was neither

its controlling power nor its most attractive element. Some, indeed,

have regarded Hawkins as a prig of the first magnitude. After one

of his voyages, which was financially unsuccessful, he humbly

apologised to Queen Elizabeth in these words : “ Paul might plant,

and Apollos might water, but it was God only that gave the
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increase .” The Queen testily exclaimed : “ This fool went out a

soldier and came back a divine.” On the whole we incline to the

Queen's view, and we hold that the British Empire would be all the

greater if we had fewer, not more, Hawkins in our midst .

But instead of finding fault with Mr. Norway for his omissions,

let us ask him to write another book, and to fill it with the folk

lore and history of Cornwall alone. The Devonians have had

ample justice rendered to them by Mr. Norway and by others.

What we have wanted most in our travels in the Duchy has been

a guide with sufficient insight , patriotism and literary power to tell

us the story of Cornwall as it ought to be told. There are several

volumes by antiquarians and archæologists, more or less unreadable,

bearing on the subject, but the tale, the romance, yet remains to

be told, and here is Mr. Norway with a work ready to his hand .

Meanwhile let us be thankful for the volume which is before us,

beautifully and delicately illustrated as it is by Hugh Thomson

and Joseph Pennell, and bound in the finished style we are

accustomed to find in all work that comes from the house of

Macmillan. We have only one more word to say. Mr. Norway

seems to imply in his reader the possession of a bicycle. Now to

write such a book with the aid of a bicycle was, no doubt , a delightful

occupation for the writer, but for the reader to take that book when

written and bound on a bicycle trip as suggested by the author

would be a Herculean task , at which even Hawkins and Drake

might have jibbed. It is positively cruel to suggest an addition

of over three pounds avoirdupois in a bicycle climb up a Devonshire

hill , but it is in matters of this kind that Mr. Norway's enthusiasm

runs away with him . For a bicycle trip in this difficult county a

penny Longley's Guide is alone practicable, and ' to enjoy our

big book to perfection we want an arm chair, a pipe, and perhaps

a reading desk. We can then visit Devonshire and Cornwall

without the aid of either bicycle or train . Mr. NorwayMr. Norway has already

written The History of the Post Office Packet Service, reviewed in

our issue for April 1896 .

THE SKIPPER's Wooing, by W. W. Jacobs, author of Many Cargoes.

Price 3s. 6d . C. Arthur Pearson, Limited , Henrietta Street , W.C.

( Mr. Jacobs is of the Savings Bank Department.)

The readers, and their name is legion , who were delighted with

the humour and freshness of Many Cargoes will not be disappointed

with Mr. Jacobs ' second book. Perhaps if the author had been
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content to keep the tale within the short story's "scanty plot of

ground” it would have been more effective, there being here and

there just a suspicion of spinning out for the sake of lengthening

the story, but when we have said this we have fired the only bit

of destructive shot in our possession . It is not " Japhet in search

of a father, ” but “ Captain Wilson in search of his sweetheart's

mother's husband ,” that is the subject of the tale, and the energy,

ingenuity, and enthusiasm which are put into the search by both

the Captain and his crew are told with all Mr. Jacobs' old charm .

Of course, there is a rival lover who is engaged on the same search ,

and he has to be outwitted. The reward of the crew was to be

• a couple of sovereigns for the first man that finds him , " while

the captain's own reward is naturally the romance of the book .

Unfortunately, the description of the man they had to look for,

“ who had fled the country ,” “ a very hasty man , ” who “ five

years ago struck a man down, and thought he had killed him ,"

suggested difficulties which were certainly realised, but love conquered

in the end , and the rival lover was outwitted . The other story

in the book, “ The Brown Man's Servant,” is a gruesome little

sketch, the horror of which we hope is a little overdone. We like

Mr. Jacobs best " among his own people."
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After Office Hours.

WITH

Thoughts for the New Year.

ITH the beginning of a new year our thoughts naturally

turn to calendars and diaries. We buy our Whitaker and

our Letts's Diary, and we carefully map out our plans and engage

ments for the coming year . A few of us , perhaps , with some taste

of the Tit- Bits kind for literature, buy one of the little calendars

with which the book-market is stocked , which profess to give us for

each day of the year some thought or quotation from a particular

author by means of which our walk through life may be illuminated

or inspired . Of these there is an embarras de richesses. You can

.. obtain all sorts of Shakespeare calendars and in this way perhaps

assimilate a certain portion of the great dramatist's work into your

mind, and pass among your friends, who mistake a habit of incessant

quotation for culture, as a Shakesperean student. There is a

Tennyson Calendar and even an Ian Maclaren one , while The

Beauties of Marie Corelli are arranged so that he who runs may

read. I have nothing to say against such works, but it seems to me

that if the idea were developed and were so carried out as to meet

the requirements of the various trades and professions in the country ,

the books would serve a more useful purpose than they do at present.

For instance, why should we not have The Clergyman's Calendar ,

The Author's Calendar, The Grocer's Calendar, The Undertaker's

Calendar, The Publican's Calendar , or The Civil Servant's Calendar,

and each day of theyear marked out with some quotation from a great

author applicable to the respective professions and trades ? Perhaps

it would not be out of place in order to demonstrate how useful

such a publication would be if I were to throw outa few suggestions

towards the compilation of The Civil Servant's Calendar. If each

one of us could possess a book full of choice thoughts and quotations

referring to theconditions under which we all work, the daily round

might be illumined for us, and we might endure our lot with more

composureand greater fortitude. For literature, ancient and modern,

is full of thoughts which to the unprejudiced reader seem to have

been written especially “ for our learning," and scattered over the

pages of innumerablebooks are gems the significance of which only

a Civil Servant can adequately fathom . Supposing for one day of

our calendar we took as our quotation that verse from the Psalms :

“ So is the great and wide sea also wherein are things . creeping

innumerable both small and great beasts." How the vision of a great

department would float before our minds , and we should feel that

here as elsewhere .the Psalmist wrote for all time. Shakespeare of

course knew everything ; he foresaw the meannesses and selfish

struggles which are the outcome of rival official ambitions. Here is

a thought for another day. The punctuation is our own :



76 AFTER OFFICE HOURS .

Friendship is constant in all other things,

Save in the Office, and affairs of love,

Therefore,

Letevery eye negociate for itself

And trust no other agent .

A quotation which would be popular among Civil Servants not yet

promoted I take from Othello :

I have done the State some service, and they know it.”

Of course, the Postmaster-General in theory takes the responsibility

for all promotions , but the pronoun " they as used by Shakespeare

appeals more closely to our experience. There is a note of defiance,

too, in the last four words, which will be understood by all who have

been passed over.

A principal clerk who is getting five hundred a year would look

happy when, turning over his little calendar , he came upon his own

ambitions, so fully expressed by Swift in the following lines :

“ I often wish that I had clear,

For life, six hundred pounds a year,

A handsome house to lodge a friend,

A river at my garden's end . "

Of course, if the actual sum were omitted, and a foot note added,

“ here insert amount,” the lines could be adapted to meet the

requirements of all classes , down to abstractors and boy copyists.

For the benefit of secretaries and controllers “ thousand ” might be

substituted for “ hundred ," and the lines would still scan .

Surveyors' clerks , if what they say of themselves is true, might be

given a quotation from Pope :

“ E'en Sunday shines no Sabbath day to me.”

And postmen may recognise themselves in Cowper's words :

“ He whistles as he goes, light-hearted wretch ,

Cold and yet cheerful ; messenger of grief

Perhaps to thousands, and of joy to some:

To him indifferent whether grief or joy. ” '

Sir William Jones , I believe , is the authority for the arbitrary

division of time adopted by Mr. Goschen in fixing our hours of
labour :

“ Seven hours to law,

To soothing slumbers seven,

Ten to the world allot,

And all to Heaven .”

Unfortunately the adoption by the Civil Service of Jones's scheme

has only been partial. The quotation might, however, exist in our

calendar as something to belived up to.

Chiefs who are not chiefs might be reminded of Shakespeare's

lines :

“ But man, proud man,

Drest in a little brief authority,
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Most ignorant of what he's most assur'd

His glassy essence --like an angry ape,

Plays such fantastic tricks before high Heaven

As make the angels weep . ”

There is a type of character known to the Civil Servant , which

is perhaps distrusted by him more than any other. It is that of the

oily-tongued colleague who is apparently all smiles and tall promises,

and who beneath a winning exterior conceals his real self. Milton

knew him too, so he should have a corner in our calendar :

“ But all was false and hollow : though his tongue

Dropped manna, and could make the worse appear

The better reason , to perplex and dash

Maturest counsels.”

Do not, however, let us limit our calendar to gems from the

poets. “ The gratitude of place-expectants is a lively sense of future

favours " is a bon mot attributed to Sir Robert Walpole which we

can appropriately annex, while there are verses from Ecclesiastes

which will be indeed balm to the disappointed. “ The race is not

to the swift, nor the battle to the strong. But time and chance

happeneth to them all ." Dickens is already a classic. Mr.

Mantince Micawber's confession, “ My life is one demd horrid grind,” would

meet many subscribers' views;and the appearance of the hackneyed

extract from Little Dorrit, “ Whatever was required to be done, the

Circumlocution Office was beforehand with all the public depart

ments in the art of perceiving How Not TO DO IT,” would please

the newspaper world, who would recognise that the Civil Servant,

even in his calendar, is not afraid to put the case as strongly as he

can against himself. And while I am dealing with hackneyed

quotations, I must not forget the words of the Psalmist , “For

promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from

the south . ” This text has always been a trouble to me because the

implication is that promotion cometh from the north, and I recognise

that to see in this a reference to General Post Office North is simply

fantastical. However, let it stand ; texts are strained every Sunday

in quite as extravagant a manner by bishops, priests and deacons.

“ A rotten case abides no handling was written by Shakespeare,

and those engaged on correspondence work know how true to

experience it is. “Delay no time, delays have dangerous ends ”

conjures up visions of complaints from the public and the consequent

carpeting of the officer in fault. Cassio, I love thee, but never

more be officer of mine ” suggests a form of dismissal which is

pleasant and yet not lacking in firmness. There are many instances

on record of men whose official life has been one long series of kicks

and blows, but who on the knock-out blow having been effected have

heard for the first time how great are the services they have rendered

to the State, and how much they are beloved by their chief.

But I have said enough to indicate how successful such a work as

I have proposed might be made, and how many are the allusions

scattered over literature to the life and work of the average Civil

F
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Servant. My own counsel for the New Year is the very unpopular

one of “ patience.” It would be well if some of us, instead of

making a great many unsatisfactory resolves, were at any rate for one

year to construct no programme at all , but to yield ourselves wholly

up to the Time-Spirit, and allow ourselves to be carried wherever it

will take us. This everlasting haste to distinguish ourselves , to place

all our wares in the front window ; this impatience for high position ,

wealth and power, means at bottom degeneracy of character. Some

foolish people on reading an article in our last number, entitled “ On

the Rewards of Official Life,” have evidently misunderstood me,

and have suggested that my gospel is one of “ shirk ” rather than

“ work . ” They think that our friend Mr. Carey must have had me

in view when he wrote in our Magazine the lines :

“ Praise me or blame, it's all the same,

I have done with hoping and fearing,

It's little I work and it's much I shirk

Till the time of my disappearing . "

Let me explain a little further what I meant by the term “ deferred

energy .” In other occupations and professions a man may reasonably

hope to busy himself at the work which occupies his mind and

pleases him until he is too feeble and weary to act, but in the Civil

Service your august mistress, however excellent and vigorous an

officer you may be, packs you off at sixty years of age, and if you

have given and spent your whole soul,brain, and heart in that service,

what can life have to offer you when that which absorbed your mind

and employed your body is taken from you ? I look around me

every day and see men upon whom this tragedy is coming, and I am

naturally full of the pride of the Pharisee when I remember that for

my part I have constructed certain water-tight compartments in my

own organism , which I know will save the ship in the day of storm .

This is not " to shirk ” : it is insurance against official ingratitude.

Some people seem quite incapable of understanding how a man can

be doing his duty unless he is always busying himself with some

thing, or setting the wrong right, or explaining the ways of God to

men . The people who do what they think is their duty in this

respect are often the least fitted of all to accomplish their self

imposed tasks. They give themselves no time to observe, they do

not understand what it is to hold their judgment in suspense. A lady

who was very much distressed at the publication of Robert Elsmere,

and who was pained at the silence maintained by the leaders of

religious thought on the subject, wrote to that most excellent and

spiritual-minded of men, the late Dean of St. Paul's, and told him

her trouble. Here is a portion of Dean Church's wise reply : it

deserves a place in everybody's calendar. “ But I venture to think

that we shallfind much virtue in patience. Patience does not mean

inaction, and not talking does not mean not thinking. Without

being sceptic or agnostic, one may feel that there are questions in

the world which never will be answered on this side of the grave,

perhaps not the other. It was the saying of an old Greek in the



AFTER OFFICE HOURS. 79

very dawn of thought that men would meet with many surprises

when they were dead . Perhaps one will be the recollection that

when we were here we thought the ways of Almighty God so easy to

argue about.” I don't think this is a bad thought to begin the New

Year with, at any rate it is good enough for me.

A Literary Postman.

I am always pleased to notice the literary efforts of Post

Office servants in town and country, though I am careful, as far
as possible, to approach their work in an independent frame of

mind. Mr. Fred Gell is a Folkestone postman of some ten years'

service, and like many of his fellows has read and thought much.

He is not only known to the readers of the local press, but he

has also secured a wider audience by the publication of The Ex

celsior Royal Guide to Belgium , which was brought out by Messrs.

Dean & Co. a few years ago, and is still a favourite handbook with
many travellers. For Mr. Gell knows his Belgium as Mr.

Whymper knows the Alps , and his annual holiday is nearly always

spent wandering about the little kingdom. He has also written

a little book entitled Clamtown Chronicles, published by Messrs .

Digby, Long & Co., which consists of a series of amusing sketches

of the various public characters and incidents in a seaside town.

Mr. Gell has recently been appointed by the Corporation a member
of the Technical Instruction Committee for Folkestone. The

following is a specimen of Mr. Gell's work :

BRUGES.

Bruges the romantic ! Bruges the historically beautiful! Bruges

the theme of poets and novelists for centuries past !

how really little known by the host of Postal holiday makers.

The city is but a very short distance from Ostend . The traveller

who has to take his holidays and his joys on the wing,” much as

a pigeon shot takes his birds, will here find many delights that

calm the savage breast, and that sweet restful calm which is the

consummation devoutly to be wished ” of all postal workers.

By taking the boat leaving Dover on a Saturday at midday one

can be in Bruges in the evening, spend the Sunday there, and be

back in London on the Monday afternoon. The fare is reasonable,

and at any of the various tourist agencies tickets can be obtained

at reduced rates, the price at third class being somewhere about

a sovereign.

It will be found a sovereign well spent. Rambling round the

quaint old streets, listening to the wondrous carillon , or dining in

some historic Flemish in with a real portly old Flemish host in

all the glory of national costume, is a very delightful series of ex

periences. The Cathedral is a magnificent piece of work , the

bronze gates, marble work, statues, reliquaries,carvings, etc. , being

alone worth the trouble of going to see, while close handy is the

noble church of St. Saveur, rich in ecclesiastical treasures and

works of mediæval art. For Bruges is intensely religious. Mark well

And yet
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the monasteries, nunneries, and houses of retreat. Observe the

shovel-hatted priests in scores, the nuns in their various picturesque

garbs of their several orders, black , grey, and white and blue. See

the little altar boys scurrying off at the sound of the booming bells ,

and you will wonder whether there are such things as electricity,

motors, and telephones.

Even the Post Office is built in the style of the seventeenth century

andlooks rather churchy. One can imagine the Grand Vitesse with

its champing team driving up at any minute, but alas for romance ! afar
off the scream of the mail train is heard loud and oft.

fancy ramble on ! See these quaint bridges that give the city its

Let your
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name. Along these canals and under those bridges, galleons loaded

with the wealth of Spain have passed . In yonder ivy-mantled tower

a burgher dwelt, a hero in many a historic fight. Yonder ruined

windmill pumped the water from the dykes when Dutchmen ruled

the coast, and here in the curious old church of Jerusalem we have

a portion of the true Cross brought all the way from Palestine when

Godfrey de Boullion became its first king ! Also the Chapel de

Saint Sang has its history, with its phial of the true and only

authenticated drops which are adored by the faithful; and here are

Guild Houses galore, speaking of former prosperity and trade ,

Museums of Antiquities and Art, and the Carillon .

Just turn to your Longfellow, read his two exquisite poems about

Bruges and go and see it. Choose a time, if you are romantic , when

there is a moon, tell your landlord at the Café Belge that you will

not need your candle until 2 a.m. Sit out in the big square opposite

the belfry with an excellent cigar and as excellent a bottle of bock
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and hear the bells ! Every hour there is a crash ofmusic, running

up and down six octaves, from a little bell that a child might ring, to

a big booming bell that has a hammer that could forge an anchor.

No one who has not heard them has any conception oftheir beauty.

But to get the sweetness and light out of them, one must have a fine

night, the city hushed, and a moon. Granted these conditions, you

will go again , again read your Longfellow with a new delight, and
return to work with a mind at rest.

On Declining to take Money for Overtime.

My friend Mr. A. E. W. Nunneley sends me a statement from

which I gather that he recognises himself as the man who declined

to take money for overtime referred to in my article in our last

issue . Perhaps he will not misunderstand me when I say

story was evidently suggested by his experiences , and that I am

loath to spoil a good tale by publishing the very matter-of-fact

explanation he sends me of the incident. He says Ruskin had

nothing to do with his action , which was inspired by the conviction

that if a man be compelled by stress of circumstances to stay over

time on his current work , he should either not be paid at all , or be

paid at a rate at least equal to that of the salary he is at the time

receiving. We do not go into these matters in this journal , but as

my friend thinks I misrepresented him , I publish this explanation .

The concluding portion of his statement will , however , make it clear

to myreaders that my wildest flights have some foundation in fact.

Mr. Nunneley says “ I do not deny having been largely influenced

by the works of Mr. Ruskin . In fact there is no man to whom I

feel a greater sense of indebtedness, but I cannot claim to have ever

been able to quote " whole pages' from his works . That is one of

Mr. Bennett's flights of fancy .” Now the story was told to me at

secondhand , and such is the untrustworthiness of human testimony,

and the desire of human nature for artistic expression , that in the

course of repetition a story gains certain accretions which perhaps

improve it as a tale but diminish its value as history. Mr. Nunneley's

experiences have been repeated from one to another so frequently

that the tale had becomea work of art, and I regret that he should

now play the part of an iconoclast. In telling the story I knew

Mr. Ruskin came in somewhere, and it is now evident from

Mr. Nunneley's own version that the great author counted for a

good deal in the interview with the Controller. I really think there

is very little in my friend's corrections , and I hope I have not been
unfair to him in my explanation . He might have gone for me

tooth and nail for publishing the story at all , as it is conceivable

that in the minds of narrow -minded men his reputation might be

injured, but Mr. Nunneley is quite silent on this aspect of the

matter. I am not surprised at this because in his attitude on most

subjects his point of view is happily not that of the average man.

He belongs to “ the remnant ” by whom every nation and depart

ment is in the long run saved .

that my

E. B.
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Our Dinner.

UR Annual Dinner will be held on Monday, the 7th of

March . Mr. H. Buxton Forman, C.B. , Assistant Secretary,

has kindly consented to take the chair, and we hope that he will be

supported by a goodly number of subscribers and friends. The

price of dinner tickets is fixed at 5s ., and applications for these

should be madeto Mr. Bennett before the 7th of February in order to

enable us to make suitable arrangements . Early notice of intention

to attend is especially requested . We are most anxious to recognise,

in some way, theassistance we havereceived from our agents in the

country ; and, if possible, we shall , in the event of any of their

number desiring to be present at our dinner, offer them tickets at

specially reduced terms . They will understand that this arrangement
will depend entirely on the number of applications we receive. We

hope to arrange for the dinner to take place either at the Criterion

or the Freemasons' Tavern. All letters and applications should be

addressed to Edward Bennett, Messrs . W. P. Griffith & Sons Ld .,

Prujean Square , Old Bailey, E.C.

A Postal Bombshell.

HE Times of Nov. 29 contains the following paragraph :

CANADA AND THE EMPIRE.

“ Ottawa, Nov. 28.

“ A new link of Empire ' is what the Liberal newspapers

designate an important Ministerial announcementmade at Toronto

on Friday evening. Mr. Paterson, Controller of Customs, on behalf

of thePostmaster-General, who was unable to be present, said :

“ We have, and expect to have, closer and more intimate

commercial relations with Great Britain under our tariff than ever

before. You know that the Government have recognized the fact

that, while now you can at the cost of 3c. send a letter or com

munication weighing an ounce to any partof Canada, Newfoundland,

or the United States, it costs 1oc. to send that weight of letter to

Great Britain. Economies have been effected, while efficiency has

been maintained and increased, in our Post Office Department.

Revenues have accrued under the Postmaster-General that have

enabled him to give effect to the wishes of the Canadian Govern

ment, who want to do everything they fairly can to facilitate trade

between Canada and Great Britain , and he tells me that the word

has gone forth and been fashed across the Atlantic that, after

January next, an ounce letter may be sent to every part of the

THE
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British Empire, wherever the British flag floats, and 3c . shall

carry it. '

A

“ This announcement was received with loud and prolonged

cheering."

It is not known to whom the news had been flashed across the

Atlantic, but it was certainly not to the Imperial Postmaster

General ; and the feeling at headquarters was at first one o .

amazement and incredulity. Enquiry showed , however, that the

news was quite correct. The Canadian Government evidently

acted on the supposition that what it did could not embarrass any

other Administration ; but it has since recognized that this view was

a mistaken one. As attentive newspaper readers already know, the

change has been postponed, pending a conference on the subject

with the Mother Country and the other parts of the Empire.

It appears certain that the change, whenever it takes place, will have

effects far more widespread than was imagined. Probably the

principle of “uniform outland postage " for which Postal Adminis

trations have in recent years made so many sacrifices, may, for the

time at least, be overthrown.

The New Zealand Post Office in 1896 .

BUSINESS growing in all its branches and a large balance

of revenue over expenditure are the burden of the last

annual report of the New Zealand Post Office. That these have

been wellearned is manifest from a recapitulation of the reductions

of rates granted to the public in the last six years . Some of the

most striking are :

1890. 1896.

Postage on letters to Great Britain 6d .
2d.

Cable-telegrams to Europe-a word ios, 6d.

Inland telegrams IS . for 10 words . 6d. for 12 words.

Telephones ... £ 10- £ 7. £5.

Very interesting is the account of the results of the introduction
of sixpenny telegrams on the ist of June, 1896. There has naturally

been a great increase in the number of messages sent, but the
increase in revenue has been small ; and the report says :

“ It appears probable that the revenue of 1897-98 will be less than

that of the preceding year, although the telegraph work will be

increased from 25 to 30 per cent. Under the old rates it could be

reasonably assumed that under normal conditions the revenue from

telegrams for 1897-98 would have reached about £100,000, as

against an anticipated revenue of £95,000 only underthe sixpenny

tariff, to collect which will probably cost the department about

£6,000 for additional salaries, as well as an increase of £1,000 for

the maintenance of new telegraph lines. The capital cost ofnew

wires erected or in course of erection to meet the increased traffic is

£9,900. It is therefore necessary to strongly emphasize the effect

of such concessions to the public, as the reduction of the telegraph

minimum rates from is. to 6d. Such radical changes cannot be made

55. 2d.

...
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without materially disturbing the revenue and involving a largely

increased expenditure for a number of years. That almost half a

million additional telegrams were handled by the department for the

year ended the 31st May at an extra cost for salaries of about

£4,000 only is a fact which perhaps it is allowable to mention

with some satisfaction. Such a result could only have been attained

in a service where every lad in the non-clerical division and every

telegraph messenger is given opportunities for acquiring a knowledge

of telegraph work and constantly reminded that qualified boys

already in the service are given preference when vacancies occur.

About eighty cadets selected from lads in the non-clerical division

and messengers' staffs, who had in their spare time qualified as

telegraph operators, were appointed on the introduction of sixpenny

telegrams, and, as a whole, they have performed their duties

satisfactorily. '

Mentionshould be made of the excellent post and telegraph maps

of the Colony, which form part of the report.

The Queensland Post Office in 1896 .

'HE last report of the Queensland Post Office shows a growth

of revenue on both the Postal and the Telegraph side. The

telegraph expenditure is swollen by the white ants, which are said to

have eaten some hundreds of telegraph poles.

Postal Union rates have been imposed on inter-colonial news

papers formerly carried free. This course is supported by the

published opinions of the Postmasters-General of this country and

the United States of America .

Electric tramways are troubling the telegraph and telephone wires,

which are therefore to be placed underground where necessary.

Weather forecasts appear to be transmitted by telegraph free in

Queensland , and the demand for them is consequently great,

£24,000 worth having been sent in 1896 .

Finally, the Colonial Postmaster- General expresses two modest

desires. He wants a new General Post Office at Brisbane, and a

little reciprocity in the services rendered by Government Depart

ments . The Post Office does £ 50,000 worth of Postal and

Telegraph work every year for otherdepartments of the Government

and gets nothing in return , while on the other hand it has to pay

£46,000 in cash to the Railway Department for the carriage of

mails, &c. This does not seem to be fair treatment, but it might

probably be matched nearer home.

Conveyance of Mails by Motor Van.

HE new motor vans have recently been used experimentally by

THthe Post Office for the conveyance of mails by road. The

first one to be tried was a small oil motor van belonging to the

British Motor Syndicate, which een the General Post

Office and the South Western District Office in Howick Place,

Victoria Street, S.W. , for a week in October last with letter mails ;

was run
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arr.

and, during a week in November, between the South Western

District Office and Kingston -on - Thames-5-a distance of about 15

miles—with parcelmails. The van did all that was required of it

and performed both services in a satisfactorymanner.

Later on a large steam motor van, brought out by Messrs. Julius

Harvey & Co., Mansion House Chambers, Queen Victoria Street,

E.C., was employed for a night service between London and Red

Hill for the relief of the four-horse parcel coach running between

London and Brighton, which, for some time past, owing to the

reduction of the postage rates which came into operation on Jubilee

Day, has not been large enough to carry all the parcels for towns on

that road . The motor van, which commenced to run on the night

of the 16th December for a period of six weeks, is timed as under:

Down JOURNEY. p.m.

Mount Pleasant Parcel Office - dep. I.39

2 miles

London Bridge Parcel Office 10:45

dep. II . O

11 miles

Croydon

dep. I2.15

II miles

Red Hill 1.42

UP JOURNEY.

Red Hill - dep. 2. 5

231 miles

Mount Pleasant Parcel Office 4.45

This van , which, like the other, was not built for Post Office

requirements, has answered very well . It has kept excellent time,

having performed nearly every journey in much less than the time

allowed, even on foggy nights and frosty roads, when the regular

night mail coaches have been much delayed by the weather. If the

trial should prove as successful throughout as it has at the

commencement, it appears certain that, so far as the Post Office

Mail Services are concerned, the motor van has come to stay.

arr . 12.IO

arr.

a.m.

arr.

VE

Telegraphing Without Wires.

ERILY, there is nothing new under the sun ; or, as a French

writer has it, “ there is nothing new but what has been

forgotten .” Most assuredly James Bowman Lindsay has been for

gotten . And yet it is barely forty years since he read before the

British Association , at Aberdeen, a paper describing his method of

telegraphing without wires, and illustrated it by experiments at the

Aberdeen Docks, which proved the correctness of his theories . The

Earl of Rosse was president of the section of mathematics and

physics, and amongst the vice-presidents were Sir G. B. Airy

(Astronomer Royal), Sir David Brewster, Sir W. R. Hamilton, and
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Professor William Thomson, now Lord Kelvin. The latter alone

survives, and he was at that time deeply engaged with the Atlantic

cable scheme. Lindsay was a Dundee man, and so long ago as

1831 he conceived the idea of using water instead of wires for con

veying electric signals, and actually did so convey them across the

Tay more than forty years ago. He even went so far as to express

the opinion that signals might be so conveyed across the Atlantic,

and in the printed proceedings of the British Association for 1859

his method of so doing is briefly described . But there the matter

appears to have ended, as most matters discussed before learned or

scientific societies usually do end . Lindsay not only demonstrated the

possibility of telegraphing without wires, but he discovered the

electric light, and publicly exhibited an electric lamp in Dundee in

1835 , i.e., more than sixty years ago. From a humble weaver he

advanced to the position of science teacher, and in the advertise

ment announcing the opening of his classes, which appeared in the

Dundee Advertiser of 11th April , 1834 , the following remarkable

passage occurs :

“ Houses and towns will in a short time be lighted by electricity

instead of gas, and heated by it instead of coals ; and machinery

will be wrought by it instead of steam, all at a trifling expense.”

Lindsay was, besides , a great linguist, and at the time of his death ,

in 1862, he was engaged on a dictionary of twenty-six various

languages, a great portion of which was then in manuscript .

Those who never heard of James Bowman Lindsay probably

also never heard of the unknown Scotsman, “ C. M.,” who, in 1753 ,

described in the Scots' Magazine “ An Expeditious Method of

Conveying Intelligence.” So far from this being a method of

telegraphing without wires, it was a method requiring a separate wire

for each letter of the alphabet . But it was the first practical tele

graph for all that , and did not differ greatly in principle from Cooke

and Wheatstone's needle telegraph, which was not brought out for

more than eighty years afterwards ! “ C. M.” not only suggested the

means of telegraphing, but a method of insulating the wires, so that

what he called the “ electric fire” might not be drained off by the

surrounding air . His plan was to “lay over the wires, from one end

to the other, with a thin coat of jewellers' cement,” which , being

“ electric per se,” would “ effectually secure any part of the fire from

mixing with the atmosphere.” I have frequently, both by tongue

and pen , put in a plea for “ C. M., " as the undoubted inventor of

the electric telegraph . But I have to confess, with shame and

sorrow, that I never heard of James Bowman Lindsay until I read a

brief account of his life in the Dundee Advertiser a few weeks ago.

He lived a life of poverty and hardship, and died utterly unrecog

nised . This is the way we treat our greatest geniuses, and so pave

the
way for the “ intelligent foreigner.” It was just the same with

Alexander Bain , another clever Scotchman, whose chemical telegraph

contained the germ of the Wheatstone system , which has revolu

tionised the telegraphy of the world. Poor Bain almost wept for
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joy when I alluded to him in one of my lectures on the electric

telegraph twenty -five years ago , but he died in poverty a few years

afterwards. R. W. J.

“ Death of the Morse Code.”

NDER the above startling heading, the following paragraph

appeared in Science Siftings of the 30th October last -

“ The telephone and the typewriter promise to extinguish the old
telegraph clerk with his dot-and-dash system of signalling. A

despatch of 10,000 words was sent over the telephone the other day

as an experiment ; and this lengthy message was taken down direct

on the typewriter by a girl one hundred and one miles away. The

telephoneinstrument was perfect, and the two operators could hear

each other's voices as clearly as though only the distance across a
room separated them. As sentences were dictated a “ Yes ” came

back from the typewriter to signify that she was through . The work
went on between the two workers for five hours , with nly an

occasional pause for a cup of coffee, and al the end of that period
10,000 words had been telephoned and recorded . It would be

interesting to know how this compares with telegraphy. The method

is certainly more convenient.”

We can inform the writer that not less than 100,000 words could

have been sent by telegraph easily in the same time.

Post and Telegraph Office in Assam.

URING the rainy season in Assam, the roads in many parts

of the province are converted into river courses, and

communication is only kept up under difficulties by means of

elephants and boats. The hut in the centre of the accompanying

picture is a Post Office building, and is quite a superior structure.

It stands on a platform raised several feet from the ground, and
in this respect is vastly better off than the native huts of the

village. The Telegraph Babu at the door is , no doubt, well and

happy, although it can hardly be said that his surroundings are
conducive to health.

In the Good Old Franking Days.

N amusing side light is thrown by Mrs. Oliphant in Annals

Dº

,
almost forgotten in our day, by which persons possessing any official

connections were able to moderate the severity of the heavypostages

of that time ” ( 1820) . William Maginn, then living at Cork, had

become a contributor to Blackwood ,and in order to communicate

with him as cheaply as possible packets were sent from Edinburgh

to the Admiraltyin London free of charge, to be forwarded under

the frank of J. W. Croker, also a contributor to Blackwood, and

Secretary to the Admiralty. Maginn wished letters intended for him

to bear the initials “ R.T.S. ” at the Minerva Rooms, Cork , and a

parcel so addressed came into Croker's hands. Mr. Croker “ did not

wish to continue to frank letters of so large a size and addressed in
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so extraordinary a way, " and he therefore requested Mr. Blackwood's

correspondent to “ communicate to Mr. B. some name under which

his letters may be forwarded . ” Whether Croker thought franks ought

not to be used for letters addressed by initials only, or whether he was

anxious to discover the name of Blackwood's contributor does not

appear. Maginn, however, did not choose to disclose his real name

to Mr. Croker and therefore assumed the name of Mr. James

Higginson.

A Bewildered Mail Cart Driver .

NE night in the month of October last, as the Mail Cart which

runs from Box, Wiltshire, to Chippenham, was on a lonely

part of the road between Corsham and Chippenham, the driver

heard peculiar sounds coming apparently from inside the cart. He

immediately stopped and listened, butall was quiet ; and on he drove ,

to be again startled by the same strange unfamiliar sounds. Jehu was

not a nervous man, but these noises made him feel a wee bit uncomfort

able . Some Mail Cart drivers are occasionally accompaniedby pet

canine friends, but this driver had no such companion with him .

Again stopping the cart he unlocked the box and moved the mails

about, but no creature could be seen or heard . More puzzled than

ever he drove rapidly onward, still occasionally hearing the uncanny

noises, and upon reaching Chippenham he at once related liis strange

experiences.

When the Parcel Mail from Corsham was being transferred from

the cart to the Sorting Office the muffled sounds were again heard,

and with fear and trepidation the process of opening and unpacking

began . Nothing could be seen among the parcels, but when one
was being sorted faint “ were detected , and then it was

realized that nothing more harmful than a young cat was the cause

of the driver's bewilderment. Poor Pussy, after a few hours confine

ment, was safely returned to the sender at a farm near Corsham , and

so was spared the worse fate which might have befallen her had she

continued the journey in the manner intended by the thoughtless

owner.

Chippenham. F. TAYLOR.

Timbré - ou est-il timbré ?

WE are indebted to Mr.E are indebted to Mr. W. Boys of Eudunda , South Australia ,

for the following :-A goodstory is told at the expense of a

French philatelist who recently visited Melbourne. As he desired to

have a complete set of the Victorian stamps at present in use, he

applied at the Postal Department for them , paying as the face value

a not inconsiderable sum of money. Like many other stamp

collectors , he preferred to have post-marks on the stamps , and

inquired if he could be obliged in that direction . He was much

pleased to find that there was no insuperable obstacle to the pro

ceeding, and he was introduced to the mail branch, where

commission was duly attended to. But his stamps must have been

handed over to a very vigorous “ puncher," with a newly-charged

mew mews
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dye pad, for when he received them back their pattern and deno

mination were quite indecipherable. His consternation and horror

were at first beyond expression, and when he found words, they

were emphatic, and in his native tongue . His undoing seemed

irreparable, until an appeal was made in the highest official quarters,

and then an order was issued that the defaced stamps should
go into

the accountant's “ spoil,” and a new set be provided in place of

them . When asked whether he would have the second lot post

marked with " a little more care , ” he replied with alarm, “ Oh, no ;

thank you , I will have them as they are this time.”

The Hub of the Universe.

MAWANI

AY
LL roads once led to Rome ; now - a -days, if we may take the

evidence of certain postage stamps, they lead to Hawaii.

There has not been so much stir lately in connection with the little

Republic as formerly, but it does not intend to be entirely forgotten

by the world, if such a fate can be avoided. So the Government of

Hawaii has adopted for its stamps and postal-cards a design

calculated to keep the world informed of its position and importance.

The device consists of a map, which forcibly draws attention to the

fact that Hawaii is in touch with everywhere, being the hub of the

Pacific, in fact. Perhaps the move is a good one. There is no

doubt that something of the sort was necessary, for several big

things have happened since Hawaii boomed last. – Daily Mail.

The Telephone Clerk.

O the operators sometimes become exhausted before the day's

work is over ?-Sometimes we have operators in hysterics

through the behaviour of the subscribers on the wires.

“ Does that often occur 7–We have had it frequently.” — Glasgow

Telephone Service ; Government Inquiry.

TING-A-RING ! The bells are ringing,

“ Are you there ? Are you there ? ”

And the wires are all a -singing

“ Are you there ? Are you there ? ”

66

"Dº
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They are buzzing like a hive,

“ Come along, Miss ! Look alive !

Hitch me on to 4, 0, 5—

Are you there ? ”

Then another one starts bawling,

“ Are you there ? Are you there ?

Now then ! Can't you hear me calling ?

Are you there ? Are you there i

Hurry up ! It's deuced late ,

Number 2 , 0 , 4 , 9, 8—

Are you coming, Miss ?-Can't wait !

Are you there ? ”

Then the lady who goes shopping

you
there ? Are you there ?

What an age you've kept me stopping !

Are you there ? Are you there ?

Oh, these girls ! They are so mazy,

And abominably lazy !

They're enough to drive one crazy !

Are you there ? ”

Then the bells ring all together,

Are you there ? Are
you there ? ”

And a dozen voices blether

“ Are you there ? Are you there ? ”

And we try to persevere

And to lend attentive ear,

But the sort of thing we hear

Is “ Are you there ?

“ Come along, Jack ! Here's a spree ,

Dear mamma's gone out to tea

• Yes , I'm bringing two or three

Home to dinner, Mrs. V.- "

“ Oh, you are! And what of me ?

You're a brute “ I quite agree,

Still , while Britain holds the sea

“ What ! you've lost your new latch - key ?

May I ask where you might be ?

Oh, I daresay ! Jubilee !

Now mamma's come she will see

“ What ! your mother ! Oh , the d.- ! ”

Are you there ? ”

Punch .

A Touching Instance of Faith.

is the

"

>>

A following.Wethinkthat thefaithin thepowerof the Post
Office which is possessed by Messrs. Carter, Paterson & Co. is

extremely touching, and , we venture to believe , fully justified:
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I have just come across a delightful business “ bull ” which must

have been bred in Ireland . Messrs. Carter, Paterson & Co. tried

to deliver a parcel addressed to (say) Mr. Jacomb King, 619,

Charlton Place, Chelsea . There was no such person living or known
at this address, so the carman took the parcel away. The next day

there came a printed circular, addressed to Mr. Jacomb King, still at

619 , Charlton Place, Chelsea, saying :

Sir,—We have to inform you that our carman has not been able

to find you .

Please return this advice with full particulars of your address, and

state the name of the sender, with a description of the consignment

you expect.

CARTER, PATERSON & CO. LIMITED .

How the postman is going to find Mr. Jacomb King when the

carman cannot I do not know. I have heard of an Irishman

striking a light in order to find the matches to get a light with ; and

it seems similar to send a letter through the post to ask a man for his.
address.

MR. J. CLEUGH. Mrs. J. CLEUGH.

Sierra Leone.

MR.Leone,whohaslately beenona visitto this country,has
,

Leone, who has lately been on a visit to this country, has

returned to his duties . All our readers will be glad to know that he

goes back to his exile a Benedick , he having occupied a portion of

his holiday in getting happily married. Thewedding took place at

St. George's, Hanover Square, and a reception was held afterwards

at the Criterion Rooms, Piccadilly, at which about eighty guests were

present. The gifts were numerous, and the honeymoon was spent

at Cheltenham . Mrs. Cleugh is the eldest daughter of Mr. Joseph

andMrs.Chaplin, of Wilton Lodge, Acacia Road, St. John's Wood,

N.W. We wish both her and her husband long life, and happiness.
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Mr. W. R. Mitford . *

R. WILLIAM ROBERT MITFORD, Secretary to the Post

Office for Scotland, resigned his appointment on October

27th ,and retired from the service on the ground of ill-health .

It was, however, Mr. Mitford's expressed intention to retire from the

service in 1899, when he would have attained the age of 60 years, so

that his enforced resignation on account of illness only anticipated
by two years what hehad intended to do.

Mr. Mitford had been in the service of the Post Office since 1855 ,

when he commenced his official career as a clerk in the Receiver and

Accountant General's Office in London . As the result of a

competition he was promoted to the Secretary's Office in 1858 , and

for the next three or four years he acted as Assistant Private

Secretary to the Postmaster General . In 1861 Mr. Mitford was

transferred to the Surveying Branch of the service, and was

subsequently appointed to the Midland district in Scotland, of which

district he was made Surveyor in 1875. He became the Senior

Surveyor in Scotland , and in January, 1894, he succeeded Mr.

Cunynghame as Secretary to the Post Office in Scotland.

Mr. Mitford is an able and kindly man, and he was much liked

by those who came in contact with him in connection with the

discharge of his official duties. In his position as Secretary he

never used his considerable power harshly or inconsiderately ; and

he always endeavoured to lend a generous and willing ear to the

grievances or petitions of those subordinate to him . He was ready

of access and courteous in manner, and his resignation of his

position in the service has called forth very genuine expressions of
regret from all ranks in the Post Office.

Mr. Mitford is a member of the old English family whose head

quarters are at the beautiful country residence of Mitford, near

Morpeth , in Northumberland. The Mitfords were established in the

county before the days of the Norman conquest, and there the

family still remains . Long may it continue to flourish !

The late Mr. F. R. Jackson.

E have pleasure in publishing a portrait of Mr. F. R.

many well known as the Controller of

the Money Order Office. Born in 1809, his earliest memories were

of stirring times, when war seemed at our very doors, and the names

of Nelson, Wellington , and Bonaparte were household words in all

men's mouths. His father, John Jackson , was a naval surgeon ,

spoken of by his contemporaries as a man of great ability in his

profession. He died on duty abroad. Frederic Rowland Jackson,

who was the second son, was educated under the superintendence of

his step -father, the Rev. David Jones, first at a well-known school

at Lewisham , and later at a school in Putney. On leaving the latter,

he obtained a tutorship, for which his classical knowledge well

*A portrait of Mr. Mitford was given in Vol. IV. of St. Martin's -le -Grand, p. 219.



ST . MARTINS LETTER BAG . 93

qualified him . Among his reminiscences of this period is a stay in

Brussels (then a walled and ramparted city) , an introduction to the

Duke of Sussex, already stout and gouty , and meetings with Lord

Melbourne, who showed himself both courteous and genial .

In 1836, being desirous of settling in life, he obtained from Lord

Lichfield, then Postmaster General, towhom he was personally well

known, an appointment in the Post Office, and two years later, when

the Money Order Office was established , he was attached to that

Office. It is hardly necessary to say that postal business at that time

was conducted under conditions totally different to the present day.

The Penny Post not being then introduced , Money Orders were used

by a very small proportion of the public. Each order was then , and

MR. F. R. JACKSON.

for many years afterwards, signed by Mr. Jackson ; and when, after

the establishment of the Penny Post, the issue of Orders in a single

day amounted to one thousand , the business done was considered

enormous. The number, however, increased by leaps and bounds ,

and speedily necessitated a complete re-organisation of the office,

and of the system in force. This, Mr. Jackson was enabled to bring

about, thanks to the support of Sir Rowland Hill. So successful

were his reforms in this respect, that the Treasury, in 1848 , granted

him an annuity of £100 a year over and above his salary, for as

long as he remained in the service.

Ever courteous and attentive to all with whom he came in contact,

Mr. Jackson was a strict disciplinarian in his office, and expected

fromhis officers the same careful and conscientious performance of

their duties which he himself showed. When the volunteer move

ment was first started he used his influence to gain members ; and ,

although he was unable to spare time from his official duties to

qualify as an officer, he joined as private in the Post Office Volunteer

Rifles, and offered at the Wimbledon meetings on several occasions

G
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a cup to be shot for by efficient members of the regiment. He also

earnestly advocated the monthly payment of salaries, formerly paid
only every quarter, and was actively interested in the formation of

the Post Office Clerks' Benevolent Fund.

In 1871 , the authorities insisted on making arrangements,in which

he was unable to acquiesce, for the transfer of theMoney Order Office,

pending the erection of the new Post Office buildings, to quarters so

unsuitable that he saw no possibility of the business being satisfac

torily carried on . His health suffered seriously from the anxiety

thus entailed on him, and finally, true to his convictions, he resigned

the Controllership .

At Slindon, a village among the Sussex Downs, Mr. Jackson found

the country he delighted in , and there, for many years, he enjoyed

full health , strength and repose. For some years previous to his

death , which took place at High Croft, Steyning, on the 16th

October last , in his 85th year, he suffered, however, from a trying

illness, but this he bore with the greatest fortitude.

Two Losses.

THE
HE exigencies of reconstruction have afforded an opportunity

of premature retirement to Officers in the Secretary's

Department, and that opportunity has been taken by two of its

most popular members — Alistair Mackintosh Mackintosh and Mark

Roche.

The Clan Mackintosh is an old one. It was not young when

Noah entered the ark ; but it may be called elderly at the time, now

some five hundred years ago, when thirty of its members fought and

conquered an equal force of Kays on the North Inch at Perth .

Later on one of its representatives showed clearly how well he

recognised the true character of the Scottish climate by inventing

the garment which bears his name. These and other facts will be

found probably in the interesting and learned work on the history of

Clan Chattan which was written some years ago by the subject of

this sketch. Mr. Mackintosh - formerly known Alexander

Mackintosh Shaw - has for many years kept a watchful eye on the

departmental bricks and mortar. His hieroglyph is still remembered

in H.M. Office of Works, while the loom of his signature at the end

of some logical and legible letter has often struck terror into the

heart of the mayor of some townlet who had been striving might

and main to secure for his market -place a Post Office large enough

and expensive enough to satisfy a metropolis. Now all these

things are over, yesall thy pretty ways, “ Thy snuff box and thy funny

tales, thy glance of shrewd amaze.' He has transplanted himself

ere the grass -hopper became a burden, and while he himself is still

able to look out of the window without fear of being darkened.

“ What doth the eagle in the coop ,

The bison in the stall ? ”

as
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" THE MAY QUEEN . '

( From the statuette group by Ulark Roche.)

[ To face page 95 .
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or the Highland Chieftain at St. Martin's-le-Grand ? Since his

departure from our midst he has taken to himself a wife of the same

old stock. His foot is on his native Nairnshire heath, and all Geddes

knows that he is firmly resolved to make two head of grouse grow

where only one grew before. In taking leave of him we can only

say with the poet :

Huzzah for the lord of this noble domain !

Huzzah ! Huzzah ! Huzzah once again !

Encore ! Encore ! one cheer more !

All sorts of pleasure and no sorts of woe

To Sir Sandy the brave and the fair Lady Flo !

Mr. Roche's duties have lain among men and boys. He it was

who kept an eye on intrants - dreadful word. Their dual training,

their character, their family history, their health , their teeth, their

age : in fact nihil humanuin putavit a se alienum .
Few men

MR. MARK ROCHE.

more popular in the office than Mark Roche. His genial nature

gave him a host of friends, and none that know him will forget the

merry twinkle round his eyes. But he was more than a good

official and a good fellow . He did not , it is true, employ his

leisure in editing poets or spooks , clans or counties ; but, like his

brother, who happily is still with us, he is no mean hand with the

chisel, as the walls and floors of the Royal Academy have often

shown . Two of his best known works are The May Queen,"

a statuette group, and “ David entering Saul's tent,” a bas- relief.

“ Then once more I prayed,

And opened the fold -skirts and entered and was not afraid . "

Both these were exhibited at the Royal Academy, in 1879 and
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1885 respectively, and both were favourably noticed by the press .

Indeed, the Daily News, in the case of the former work, waxed

quite enthusiastic, saying “ Mr. Roche's figures of the May Queen '

and her sister make far the most refined and charming illustration

of a popular poem that we have ever seen . ”

What Mr. Roche proposes to do with himself in his retirement

DAVID ENTERING SAL'L'S TENT.

( From the bas-relief by Mark Roche, )

we know not. Perhaps he too will take unto himself a wife , or

perhaps he will once again take up his chisel, and use it when he

is not mounted on the bicycle which is now bearing him through

the hoary volcanoes of the Auvergne and the picturesque cities of

Provence . Whatever he may do he has our best wishes. It will

be long before he is forgotten at St. Martin's...
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MR. DAVID LUMSDEN .

Mr. David Lumsden.

Y the retirement of this gentleman , which took place in October

last , the engineering branch of the Telegraph Department

loses one of its ablest officers, and the Service at large one of its

best known and most respected members. The history of Mr.

Lumsden's service of forty-four years is practically the history of

Telegraphic progress during that long period , and especially of the

progress in the manufacture and laying of submarine cables. Mr.

Lumsden was born in 1833 in the “ Kingdom of Fife," a small corner

of Scotland which has produced many notable men . In October,

1853 , he entered the service of the late Electric and International

Telegraph Company as a clerk at Leith . I have good reason to

remember this, for when he was a clerk at Leith I was a learner at

Edinburgh , and I enjoyed much " practice ” at his hands on the old

double-needle instrument. From Leith he went to Glasgow on

promotion in 1855 , and from there to Edinburgh in 1858 as Senior

Clerk. Mr. R.S. Culley,late Engineer-in -Chief to the Department,

was Superintendent at Edinburgh at that time . He had an eye for a

good man, and when he went to Bristol in 1859 he took Lumsden

with him, or sent for him very soon afterwards. He (Lumsden) was

then appointed Clerk -in -Charge of the Bristol Office, but his forte

was engineering, and in 1860 he was sent to Holland for six months

by Mr. C. F. Varley, then Engineer-in -Chief of the Electric Company,
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to look into and report on the working of the Amsterdam Office . A

report very soon followed, of which Mr. Culley wrote in December,

1860 : “ I am much obliged to you for your letter and diagrams;

they were sogood that I sent them to the Secretary, who handed

them to Mr. Varley.” In 1863 Mr. Lumsden was promoted to the

Inspectorship of the Bristol Home District, which extended as far as

Exeter in one direction and Swindon in the other. An Inspectorship

in those days meant a good deal more than it does now, for the

Telegraph Company maintained the Railway wires as well as its own,

whereas the Railways now maintain for the Post Office. But Lumsden

was not to remain long even at this sort of work , and in 1866—only

thirteen years after hisfirst appointment-he wastransferred to head

quarters in London as scientific assistant to the Engineer- in -Chief.

Here he had precisely the scope his genius required, and many of

the early improvements in apparatus are associated with his name.

“ Dear OLD F. I. S. ! ”

The early development of the Wheatstone instrument with its

adjuncts of fast-speed relays, or repeaters, was his especial study ;

and he was the authorof several methods of testing, more especially
in connection with faults in submarine cables, and the electro-motive

force of batteries, the latter being fully described in Mr. H. R. Kempe's

well-known work on Testing.

In 1869 Mr. Lumsden prepared a most interesting and exhaustive

paper for Sir Charles Wheatstone on the working of his automatic
system on cables and mixed land and cable circuits. The first

practical trial was made between Emden and London, to ascertain

for Mr. Reuter the actual speed which could be obtained between

these stations, viâ the Norderney Cable, and the results are set forth

with great clearness and in a highly graphic manner.
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At the transfer of the Telegraphs to the Post Office in 1870 ,

Mr. Lumsden was appointed Electrician and Submarine Superinten .

dent, and one of his first exploits in this capacitywas to experiment

with automatic working on the Hughes Type-printing Instrument .

This was a perfectly novel idea, but it was entirely successful, as

evidenced by the printed ribbon lying before me as I write ; and

here is what Mr. Scudamore said about it on October 4th , 1871 :

" I have retained the first slip printed by the Automatic Hughes that

I may place it among my telegraphic curiosities ; but I shall

wait with the greatest possible longing for your further report .”

Think of the enthusiasm of the man who had never seen a

telegraph instrument till within a year or so ! This was the secret of his

power with the men who served under him , although knowing a great

deal more than he did ; and well may Lumsden exclaim as he does

in a parting letter to me, “ Dear old F. I. S.!” In 1877 Mr. Lumsden

made a most exhaustive report on the rise and progress of Automatic

Telegraphy, extending to fifty pages or more, effectively illustrated by

diagrams, and crowded with statistics as to speeds, resistances ,

compensations , and so forth - such a report, in fact, as could only

have emanated from a man who had grownup with the system , and had

not only recorded but created most of its improvements. Sir Charles

Wheatstone, it appears , first introduced his invention to the notice of

the Electric Company in 1866 ; but it was not until 1869 , when

Lumsden experimented with it at Amsterdam , that its initial defects

were discovered and remedied . Little more, however, was done

until 1873 , the Telegraphs having , meantime, passed into the hands

of the Post Office ; although Mr. Culley's admirable arrangement

for applying pneumatic pressure to the “ punchers ” or perforators

had been introduced some time previously . Although by no means

an expert in such matters, I cannot but express the delight I

experienced on reading this report to find the name of “ Bain

constantly referred to, and to note the important part played by his

chemical telegraph in the early development of the Wheatstone

system . The reportconcludes with a well grounded claim on behalf

of Mr. Culley and his electrical staff for having suggested almost

every electrical improvement in the Automatic system , and with a well

deserved testimonial in favour of Mr. Ströh , the principal manufacturer

of the apparatus.

On the retirement of Mr. Culley in 1878, the dual appointment of

Electrician and Submarine Superintendent was cancelled , the work in

the Submarine Department having increased to such an extent that it

required the whole of Lumsden's attention , and something more .

At that time the work of cable-laying and repairing was done by the

old Monarch, the “ mother of all the cable ships," ofwhich a sketch

helps to illustrate this paper. The ship is represented as lying along

side the quay at the old Cable Depôt in Lowestoft Harbour, a poor

place compared with the almost palatial depot established by Lumsden

at Woolwich 15 or 20 years ago. The Monarch was eventually sold

for a coal hulk at Dartmouth, and was finally bought by the War
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Department and towed up the Solent, where she was blown up by a

torpedo - for practice ! “ To what base uses,” etc. For a consider

able time the Cable work was carried on by means of hired ships, but

Lumsden had set his heart on a new Monarch, and he kept " pegging

away ” until he got it. She was built on the Clyde under Lumsden's

special directions, and a smarter craft does not sail the seas. Cable

ships are not usually smart looking, but the Monarch is quite yacht

like , and was much admired when she took part in the Jubilee Naval

Review of 1887. That she is comfortable almost to luxuriousness I

can testify, and so can a good many others who are not sea -going
men any more than I am. But she is more than handsome — she is

useful, as will be evident from the fact that she maintains in a

condition of efficiency no fewer than 135 separate cables with a

IND

T

The Old “ MONARCH , ” THE MOTHER OF ALL THE CABLE SHIPS .

mileage of cable exceeding 2,000 knots , and a mileage of wire of

nearly 7,000 knots. These figures compare with 13 cables of 337

knots, and a total wire mileage of 1,400 knots just before the transter,

so that the “ sea-lines ” have increased in due proportion with the

land lines during the past 28 years . Lumsden, whom some of us

used to dub “ the Admiral," was never happier than when he had a

cable by the “ lug ” on board the Monarch, and when he was about

to make a “ splice.” But he has struck his flag now , and " shore

ends and “ deep sea lengths ” will trouble him no more-unless it

be in his dreams . We always called him “ Daddy ” in the early

days, from his paternal appearance and manner, and some of us

call him “ Daddy ” to this day. I take to witness our old friend

Henry Eaton, who was one of the “ Clapham Sect,” and who was

associated with Lumsden and myself in certain experiments in

Wheatstone working, which are bearing fruit at this day .

There has been a good deal of talk lately about “ telegraphing

without wires , ” but Lumsden and I settled all that a quarter of a

century ago or more. We were living next door to each other, and
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when we had any communication to make we used to do so by

making long and short knocks through the wall . In this way we

regularly wished each other a “ Guid New Year ” as the clock struck

twelve on New Year's morn, and in other ways “ fraternised ” with

the wall between us . About that time a great coliero accident took

place, and some hundreds of miners were . entombed ; whereúpon

the Spectator suggested that they might have been more speedily

released if they had been able to communicate with the search párty

in the pit. I wrote explaining our method of communication, and

in the course of a week or two there appeared a letter from
Constantinople signed “ F. I. S.," in which the writer said that when

he and I were “boys together ” we used to telegraph to each other by
means of long and short children's “ bricks. So that there are

more ways than one of “ telegraphing without wires, ” even if the

experiments at Dover should prove unsuccessful.

Lumsden has never been quite the same since he lost his eldest

son , a fine young fellow , in a cable -laying expedition in South

America, a blow which was only too speedily followed by the death
of his most excellent wife. These are griefs which only Time can

assuage, but he may be comforted in some measure by the recent

kindly remembrance of his many friends throughout the service, and

by the recollection that thirty - eight years ago the writer of these lines

wrote congratulating him on a similar kind remembrance when he

left Edinburgh for Bristol. He has that letter now or I am much
mistaken. R. W.J.

Lieut. -Colonel R. G. Grene.

N the London Gazetle for November 16th , 1897 , appeared the

“ 2nd London Rifles— Major and

Hon. Lieut . -Colonel R. G. Grene to be Lieut.- Colonel, under the

provisions of Paragraph 55a of the Volunteer Regulations , 1896."

Lieut. - Colonel Grene on assuming command of his regiment com

pletes a service extending over twenty - six years in the Volunteers ,

and thirty years in the Civil Service . He is a well-known and

popular member of the Savings Bank staff, among whom he ranks as

an Assistant Principal Clerk , while outside the Service his work with

the Church Lads' Brigade is familiar to those who are interested in

such matters. He was recommended for his first commission by his

cousin , Colonel Aikman , V.C , who served with great distinction

during the Indian Mutiny, and who commanded the 2nd London
R.V. in 1871 . Colonel Grene was attached to the 4th Battalion

King's Royal Rifle Corps at Colchester for a month on receiving his

commission, and obtained from the Commanding Officer a certificate
of proficiency. He attended manæuvres of the army at Cannock

Chase in 1873 and at Aldershot in 1874, and has since been

frequently at Aldershot and other camps of exercise . In these early

years a Volunteer Officer was looked upon by Regular Officers as a

lusus natura, and Colonel Grene remembers being surrounded by a

group of officers at Aldershot and closely questioned respecting his

announcement?
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reasons for doing for nothing duties for which they received pay.

He received Field Officer's certificate in 1882 and passed in tactics

in 1884. His full record of service is as follows : 2nd Lieutenant,

8 months ; . Lieutenant, 7 months ; Captain , 9 years 7 months ;

Major, 9 years :r:month ; Hon Lieut.-Colonel, six years 5 months.

It was once said of a prominentmember of the Civil Service Rifles

::whousedto :äftendthe office in cavalry uniform that he was " the
hösšiest man afoor and the footiest man a'hoss ever seen.” No one

who has watched Colonel Grene on horseback or on foot could make

such a remark of him.

When it was intimated that all boy messengers in the Post Office

were to be put through a course of drill and a desire was expressed

that as many of the boys in the Savings Bank Department as could

be spared should attend for instruction by an officer attached to the

1

Lieut. -Col. R. G. Grene.

Secretary's Office between 9 and 10 o'clock a.m., Colonel Grene

offered his services together with a drill - hall in which to drill the lads

in the evening, that particular time of the day being more convenient

from the point of view of the department . The Savings Bank has

often pleaded for a little autonomy, and everybody was pleased when

it was known that Colonel Grene's offer had been accepted . His

brother officers in the department rallied to his support and provided

him with the wherewithal to purchase band instruments , &c. Every

year since the formation of the Messengers' Drilling Corps there has

been an annual inspection . In 1893 the boys were inspected by

Mr. C. D. Lang, their Controller ; in 1894 by Mr. Arnold Morley,

the then Postmaster General ; in 1895 by the Duke of Norfolk ; in
1896 by Mr Spencer Walpole, and in 1897 by the Duke of Norfolk .

On each occasion Colonel Grene has been in command and has

received congratulations on the evident success which has attended
his efforts. Colonel Grene's work with the Church Lads' Brigade

dates from 1892 , and he now commands a battalion drawn from ten



ST. MARTIN'S LETTER BAG. 103

different parishes in the poorest districts of South London. It was

a grand day for the Brigade on August 4th, 1896 , when the Queen

reviewed 500 of their number at Fort Cumberland and Fort Gillicker

near Southsea, and personally expressed to Colonel Grene her great
pleasure at the discipline and order maintained by the boys. We

should add that in 1892 , acting for the Queen, the Duke of

Cambridge conferred on him the Volunteer Officer's decoration as

one of the first sixty officers in the Home District entitled to the

decoration, and that an announcement appeared in the London

Gazette for December 7th that he was granted the honorary rank of

Colonel.

Exhibition of Pictures in the Glasgow Post Office.

HE Glasgow Post Office officials held their second Annual

Exhibition of oil paintings, water colour drawings and

photographs in November, and theresult was most satisfactory . In

the absence of Mr. Braid , who was unwell, Mr. Wm. Reid (Chief

Clerk), opened the exhibition by a speech which was apposite, and

which, if it did not make the contributors imagine themselves to be

budding academicians, will no doubt help to spur them on to further

work. Mr. James White (Chief Postal Superintendent) , and Mr.

James (ChiefTelegraph Superintendent) , were also present and spoke

of the pleasure it gave them to know, by the evidence of the pictures

hanging on the walls, that the men of the Glasgow Office could turn

out such really creditable works of art.

Among the exhibitors whose pictures deserve an especial word of

praise were Messrs. Verschoyle, Wright, MacGregor, Fotheringham,

Stocks, Mercer, Higgins , and Hamilton. In the Photographic

Section, mention should be made of the work of Messrs. M. J. Clark,

I. Paterson , J. Paterson, McLean, Dunbar, Erskine , Galbraith, and

Martin . Some very nice examples of wood carving were also shewn

by Mr. Wm. McLeod of the Telegraph Department .

In connection with the Exhibition, a very pleasantmeeting, presided

over by Mr. Braid, was held in the picture room on Wednesday

evening the 24th of November, when Mr. Wm . Houstoun of the

Telegraph Staff, read a most interesting paper on “ Art .”

In the course of his lecture, Mr. Houstoun pointed out that

Scottish Art had sprung up and flourished in the face of bigotry,

fanaticism and persecution, and was to -day a power not only in

Britain but, so far at all events as the Glasgow School was concerned ,

all over the art loving world . He concluded a very able paper by

reminding his hearers, that when they came to see and judge pictures

for themselves, they were to remember that fault -finding and criticism

were by no means synonymous terms.

Three well -known artists, of whom Glasgow is justly proud , Mr.

James E. Christie , Mr. John Lochhead and Mr. David Martin were

present, and spoke of the pleasure it gave them to hear such a paper

so logically thought out and based on true artistic principles.

bright little speech, telling of his appreciation and sympathy with the

In a
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artistic aspirations of his staff, Mr. Braid concluded the meeting,

which was from start to finish most enjoyable and instructive. The

Exhibition closed on the 30th November.

WE

Mr. Thomas Allan Croal.

E take the following from the Scots Pictorial of the 4th
December last :

“ Mr. Thomas Allan Croal, F.S.A. (Scot. ) , whose portrait we give,

retires on the 9th inst . from the post of “ Examiner ' in the General

Post Office, Edinburgh , on attaining sixty - five years of age .

Appointed in 1853 , Mr. Croalwas among the last to enter the service

through interest, his sponsors being Lord Elcho (now Earl of

Wemyss) and Mr. Charles Cowan, M.P. for Edinburgh, and in the

first flush of the new principle of promotion by merit ,' he passed

over seventeen seniors as far back as 1856 . In 1870 he received

another step in advance on the introduction of the Telegraph

Accounts ; in 1885 he became Cashier and in 1892 Examiner.

Mr. Croal belongs to a family long well known in Scottish journalism ,

and is himself an Associate of the Institute of Journalists, in virtue,

of a somewhat extensive and varied press connection . ·As a journalist

he joined the Edinburgh Pen and Pencil Club on its formation, and as

its Secretary conducted for seven or eight years the enjoyable meetings

of the Club . He was also one of the founders, and has been

Secretary and Director of the Professional and Civil Service Supply

Association . As a bowler, Mr. Croal helped by pen and active work

in the formation of the Scottish Bowling Association, of which he

was the first vice-President and second President. ”

As far as we can make out , Mr. Croal must have almost been the

doyen of the Edinburgh Office when he retired, he having served there ,

and there only , for the long period of forty -four years. He was a

very good type of the man who does his official work all the better

for not being wholly absorbed in it , and he was ever on the alert for

things which make for progress , having travelled much and always
with his eyes open . Besides his journalistic work , which was of a

high order, he published , so long ago as 1877 , a most interesting

volume entitledA Book about Travelling, which was most favourably

noticed at the time . Altogether, the Service will be the poorer for

the retirement of Mr. Croal, although he has fully earned his otium

cum .

The Iris Swimming Club.

HE Iris Swimming Club ( Ladies), in connection with the Civil

on Monday , the 25th October, to an appreciative audience of about

200 ladies . The programme consisted of a display of Life Saving

demonstrating four methods of rendering assistance to those in

danger of drowning ,-a beginners' race of 32 feet, a race of 44 yards ,

and also fancy swimming and diving by members of the Club and

their friends.
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One of the most attractive features of the entertainment was an

exhibition of graceful and ornamental swimming by Miss Florence

Boyce ( Instructress to theClub), and her sister, Miss Pauline Boyce.

Three races ( Team , Candle and Costume) were thrown open ; the

Cygnus, Polytechnic and Morley House Ladies' Clubs sending

representatives. The Team race was won by the Cygnus , the

Polytechnic and Iris being a close second and third . The Candle

race was perhaps the most amusing feature of the entertainment .

The lights were turned down, and figures which appeared to be

ghosts came on the scene and plunged boldly, but by no means

noiselessly , into the water. It was then seen that these ghosts were

nothing more than belated travellers seeking their candles before

they retired to rest. The candles were placed ready for them on the

opposite side of the bath ; but many and wild were the struggles

before the candles were lighted , and bitter was the disappointment

of more than one traveller when halfway on the return journey it was

found that the candle had gone out. The Costume race would have

been more appropriately named “ The Scarecrow Race. " Each com

petitor was required to remove her upper garments whilst in the water,

and to return with them to the starting point ; consequently those

clothes—by no means the most becoming—were selected which

would not be hurt by a ducking. The diving for Plates Competition

was limited to Club members.

The Iris Swimming Club, which came into existence some four

seasons ago, was started by Miss E. Burgess of the Savings Bank

Department, who acted as the Hon. Secretary until this season, when

sheretired from active service . She now holds the office of President,

and Miss F. J. Shackleton has become Hon. Secretary . Considerable

improvement was effected last season by practice of the Life Saving

Society's drills, and five members were awarded Proficiency

Certificates by the Life Saving Society , Mr. Henry being examiner.

The Club consists of members of the Civil Service and friends

introduced by them only ; its numbers have increased from twelve to

thirty-six , and the increase would be considerably greater if ladies

would only overcometheir strong objection to getting their hair wet.

The question has , indeed, been asked, “ Can I learn to swim without

going into the water ? ” But those who really known the delights of

this healthful exercise will agree that the advantages far outweigh the

inconvenience even of getting wet !

A New Post Office Magazine.

E have received the first and second numbers of a

Post Office journal entitled The Post Office Temperance

Pioneer, the organ of the Post Office Total Abstinence Society. It

is published monthly at id. per copy, and all temperance men and

women in the Department will be glad to possess a paper devoted to

their interests . In the first number, dated October, 1897 , Mr. John

Ardron, the President of the Society, is the author of the first article,
which he entitles “ The President's Greeting ; » the Duchess of

new

WE
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WE

Manchester, widow of Sir Arthur Blackwood , writes in an interesting

manner of “ The late Sir S. A. Blackwood and the Post Office

Temperance Movement ; ' Mr. A. W. Coates, of the Secretary's

Office, tells us the history of the Society from the year 1877, the

date of its birth , and there is in addition an excellent full-page

portrait of Mr. Ardron . The second number bears out the promise

of the first, and we note that in both issues reports of the meetings

of branches form a prominent feature . The Editor is Mr. D.

Simmons, of the Central Telegraph Office, and the Secretary is

Mr. F. J. Brown, Secretary's Office, London, from whom copies can

be obtained .

Children's Country Holidays Fund.

E have much pleasure in furnishing a statement in the usual

form of the amounts subscribed to this fund by the

various departments of the Post Office during the year 1897 .

Compared with the total for 1896 there is a falling off to the extent of

about £40 ; but no doubt this result is due to the many calls which

have been made upon the purse generally in connection with the

Jubilee celebrations. We shall confidently expect to see the fund

return to its former rate of progress during the coming year.

Office. Amount. Office . Amount.

£ s. d. £ s . d.

Brought forward 257 0 9

Central Telegraph Office ... 25 19 4 Postal Stores 6

District Offices, London :-- Provincial Surveyor's De
Eastern 23 18 8 partment : *

Northern IO 6 o Mr. R. J. H. Mahon

North Western 20 I
9 Eastern 6

Norwood 4 o O Midland Ireland
O 13 6

Paddington
15 I 2 North Eastern 6

South Eastern 23 5 6 North Midland 6

South Western
31 5 North Wales O 18 6

Wandsworth ( including North Western
624

I 4 0

Wimbledon) Northern Ireland

West Central 5 6 3 Postmasters

Western ... Northern Scotland O 16

Engineer - in - Chief's Office South Eastern I 3 6

London Southern Ireland O 15

Controller's Office Southern Scotland O 18 6

London Postal Service, South Midland

East Central , Inland, 50 South Wales I 9

and Branch Offices South Western 3 6

Medical Department 0 14 6 Western ...

Money Order Office 4 Comptroller and Account

Registry
6 6 ant General's Office 33 4 8

Returned Letter Office 2 8 II

Savings Bank, Men's Staff

Do. Women's Staff 18 16 6

Secretary's and Solicitor's

Offices
9

Telegraph Factory

Do. Stores ...

2 II

o 5

012

I IO

OI2

ܘ ܘܘ
ܘܘ ܘܘ

I

O and ?
3 18 O

4 10

2 I

a
o
w

Postal Service,} 12 14 6

o 15

ܘ

ܗ

ܘ ܘܗ ܘ

ܗ

ܘ ܤ

O

I

I II

2 O

}I

21 19 I

r's} 15
2

2 JO O

2 6 6

Carried forward £257 0 9 Total £ 374 6 8
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In accordance with the ordinary practice, this list will be published

by the Society in their annual report, copies of which will, in due

course, be supplied to the heads of the departments concerned .

Mr. C. H.Bundy, of the Secretary's Office, is the collector for the

fund in the Post Office, and will be happy to furnish any information

regarding it which may be desired.

The Prince of Wales's Hospital Fund for London.

'HE following is a statement of the amounts contributed to this

T
Surveyor's Department , in response to the appeal made by the

Postmaster-General in February last . In acknowledging the receipt

of these amounts the Honorary Secretaries of the Fund have con

veyed, on behalf of H.R.H. the President and the General Council,

their thanks to the subscribers for their generous contributions to the
Fund.

ANNUAL

SUBSCRIPTIONS .
DONATIONS. TOTAL.

£ s. d .£ s. d .

5 5 o

9 5 0

£ s.

5 5

d .

o

:
: 10 5I I O

12 18 65 18 6 18 17

40
O

I 7 6

25 O 6

55 16 6

3 13 6

I

62 8

Sir Spencer Walpole, K.C.B.

Secretary's Office ...

Surveyor's Department

Solicitor's Office

Accountant -General's Office

Savings Bank Department

Returned Letter Office

Money Order Office

London Postal Service

Engineer-in - Chief's Office

Controller of Telegraph Stores

Central Telegraph Office ...

Late Submarine Company's Officers

O

3 0 o

2

5
O

113 14 1

16 4 6

I 7 6

65 I 6

118 4 6

7 3 6

2 5 o

144 7

19 7 6

5 16 0

63 10 6

O II

30 13

3 3

3 14 0

27 O

0 IT

2 2 O

36 10 6

... 0

TOTALS
171 76 290 13 7 462 1 1

Any officer of the Post Office still desirous of contributing to the

Fund is invited to send his subscription or donation to the Hon .

Secretary to the Fund in the Post Office - Mr. C. H. Bundy,

Secretary's Office.

Civil Service Cycle Agency.

E notice that in the report of the annual meeting of this

agency, which appeared in The Civilian of the 4th

December, the Managing Director Mr. G. W. Mann, who acted as

chairman, stated that the Jubilee had injuriously affected the cycle

trade, and this fact, coupled with the inevitable reaction from the

enormous business of the previous year , had made the agency's

trading less prosperous than it might have been. However, in spite

of these disadvantages, the directors were able to pay a dividend of
8
per cent. on the preferred shares, and 6 per cent. on the deferred,

the gross profits on the trading amounting to £1741 8s. 3d .

WE



108 ST . MARTIN'S LETTER BAG .

think, in these circumstances, the agency is to be congratulated , and

as there would appear to be abundant scope for its energies in the

Service its future seems assured. We note that the agency has in

course of preparation for the 1898 season a list of cycles and accessories

which they hope to make the most comprehensive and useful ever

issued, and that they are working upa connexion in different

branches of the Service hitherto untouched, more particularly in

India . The meeting was held at the offices of the agency, 65 and

66, Chancery Lane, W.C.

J.M.B.

BATTERSEA POST OFFICE.

THI

Battersea's New Post Office .

'HE above is an illustration of the new District Post Office

of Battersea. The postal district was established in 1881

under the name of the “ Wandsworth District,” and temporary

quarters were found for the Postmaster and staff, with the Postmen

of the Battersea Sub-District, in a , tenement in High Street,
Battersea. The wants of a district which extends from Vauxhall

to Kingston, and from Hammersmith to Mitcham , soon outgrew the

accommodation which that insalubrious and unpicturesque site

afforded, but it was not until the present year that amove was

made. The present handsome premises on Lavender Hill form a

fitting addition to the other elegant public buildings in the same

thoroughfare, such as the Battersea Municipal Buildings, the Free

Library, Police Court and Theatre ; and from the public point of

view, as well as that of the officials most nearly concerned , the

change is much appreciated. Readers of St. Martin's- le -Grand

have already been introduced to Battersea proper by “ E. B.," and

they will find in the Battersea District , should they explore it, a

.
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wealth ofassociation with some ofthe most famous names of

English History, from Nelson to Wilberforce, and from Pope to

Swinburne. F. W. D’EVELYN.

ВАРННЕН
haHER

htlicht MU

3344

HUPUH/

THE OLD POST OFFICE, Hounslow.

H

The Hounslow Post Office.

OUNSLOW now rejoices in a new Post Office. For nearly a

century the Postal business of the district has been con

ducted in the old Post Office adjoining Oak House, and it is a

picture of this old office which we have now much pleasure in

publishing. Since the appointment of Miss Ann Butler as Post

mistress on 4th July, 1807 , and who died in 1847, a member of her

family has held the chief position at the Post Office in unbroken
continuity until the present time . Mr. Edward P. Butler was

appointed Postmaster in 1847 , and died in 1860 . He was succeeded

II
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name

by his sisters-Miss A. Butler who acted as Postmistress for 15

years, and Miss S. A. Butler for 17 years. The present Postmistress,

Miss Lucy Butler, is a niece of her predecessor. And while the

“ Butler ” has for so many years associated with the Post

Office, business has all the time been transacted at the same house.

The staff now numbers 43 persons, and there are 14 subordinate

offices attached , and the commodious premises which have been

secured are the necessary accompaniment to the great advance in

business which has affected Hounslow as well as everywhere else.

A celebration which was inaugurated by the Postmen in honour of

the occasion was held on the 22nd November, and Mr. Peter

Watson , J.P., C.C. , presided. Mr. E. J. Butler, Clerk at the Kingston

Post Office, represented his sister, the Postmistress, and the postal

staff were fully represented, aswere also theleading residents and

public men in the district . The Duke of Norfolk sent his hearty

good wishes , and a most enjoyable evening was spent, the usual

toasts being proposed and responded to. The Chairman was

especially eulogistic as regards Miss Butler, and he said that since

she had held the position of Postmistress he had never heard a

single complaint with regard to the local service, and he thought

this a remarkable record.

IT

From Tennyson's Life .

T appears from Tennyson's Memoir that he and Lady Tennyson

took a warm interest in encouraging thrift. Early in 1869 they

sent to Mr. Gladstone a “ proposal for increasing the Post Office

percentage on the small deposits of the poor, " and received the

following characteristic answer :

II , CARLTON HOUSE TERRACE,

February 16th, 1869.

DEAR Mrs. TENNYSON,

Taxation, and all that belongs to it , form rather a painful

chapter in human affairs. For good nine years and over I had to

pore over that chapter night and day. I am now in a measure

emancipated from that, and inducted into another and more varied

servitude. But the best answer I can make to your note is to claim

upon the strength of it that you should within no long time

give me an opportunity of conversing upon it with you by a visit to,

or, better still, a sojourn in London. My kindest remembrance to
your husband.

Sincerely yours,

W. E. GLADSTONE.

Tennyson retained his interest in the subject to the end . In the

“ Last Chapter ” of the Memoir his son records— “ My father took

the greatest interest in the proposed schemes for old age pensions for

the poor.”
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Odds and Ends.

'HE Post Office has not been forgotten in the New Year's
Honours List. Our Secretary, so long known simply as

Mr. Spencer Walpole , becomes a K.C.B., and St. Martin's-le

Grand offers him congratulations.

TH

* *

TH
CHE following is an explanation of an irregularity received from

a rural office. Instructions are frequently given that ex

planations should be furnished on the proper form accompanying the

papers, and a sample is sent of the kind of reply that satisfies official

requirements . But this explanation is given on a slip of paper cut
out of an exercise book , and is as unofficial in form as it is in

substance :

SIR,-Although the department must not be expected to suffer

for one's private matters , I might say the telegram was dealt with

when the first stage of a bronchial cold was afflicting me, making my

head wooden . I have since been partially laid up by it until to-day.

My niece and I are becoming adepts at ordinary telegraphing, but

require more practice at the extraordinary. The clerk at N

kind referring us to the rule , and no doubt it would have been easily

comprehended but for artishoo ' and press of business. ”

was

* *

*

UBSCRIPTIONS FROM ABROAD.-Up to the time of

going to press we have received the following subscriptions

from abroad :-Constantinople ( 2 ) , Singapore ( 2 ) , Calcutta, Quetta,

Penang, Cairo ( 2 ) , Wellington, N.Z. (48) , Brisbane (37 ) .

S

* *

A Edinburgh Office ischronicled inour presentnumber (see
page 17 ) , has been in the Service for 54 years, and, during that long

period, has been absent through illness seven days only.
* *

*

PERSON on applying for an insurance through the Post Office

A ,
cause of his father's death. The following was his answer : — “ I

don't know ; can't remember ; but it was nothing serious. "
* *

*

S;
T. MARTIN’S -LE -GRAND adds its own small tribute of

praise to the memory of Sir Frank Lockwood. When we asked

him to come to our 1893 dinner it was long before that dinner had

assumed anything like important dimensions , but he accepted the

invitation at once, and gladdened us all by his graceful and witty

speech. Surely there never was a House of Commons like the

present one, in which there are so few interesting personalities.

Churchill , Parnell, and Gladstone are gone, but there were always

great possibilities in Lockwood, possibilites which are understood
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when we repeat the old saying, that his death eclipses the gaiety of

nations . For the humorist isthe one exception tothe ordinary rule

that “ there is no necessary man."

* *

R.
'HE position of Secretary to the Post Office for Scotland,

been filled by Mr. H. L. Creswell. Mr. R. A. Egerton , Surveyor of

the Eastern District, England, has succeeded Mr. Creswell as

Secretary to the Post Office for Ireland.

* *

*

WE
E observe that the press has given a very cordial welcome to

Mr. Buxton Forman's new work The Books of William

Morris Described . According to the Athenæum , the entire edition

was taken up before the day of publication , so that the book is already

“ out of print."

* *

M
R. N. R. DYER, Postmaster of Red Hill , who has just

retired, entered the Post Office so far back as 1853 . He

was employed for some time in the Inland Branch, London , and

subsequently, for a period of twelve years , had charge of one of the

T.P.O.'s running between London and Dover. In 1882 he was

appointed Postmaster of Staines, in 1886 was transferred to Bromley,

Kent, and in 1890 to Red Hill.

MR. N. R. DYER .

(Ex- Postmaster, Red Hill . )



C. H. LLOYD .

( Ventnor. )

J. W. P. GREGSON.

( Burton -on - Trent. )

P. FLYNN .

( Barnsley. )

W. K. BRYSON.

( Dundee . )

W. E. REEVES,

( Inverness. )

R. K. MALONE.

( Ballinasloe . )

T. S. JENNINGS.

( North Shields. )

H. C. CRAWLEY.

( Vacclesfield . )

SOME POSTMASTERS

[ To face page 112 .
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Promotions,

LONDON.

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

وو

Sec.'s Off. Watts, A. J. 3rd Cl.Clk. , Supply. Boy Clk ., S. B.D., ’92 ;

Est. 2nd Div. Clk. , '94

C.E.B. Holloway, S. 2nd Cl. Travelling Boy Clk. , S. B.D. , '82 ;

Clk. C.E.B., '83 ; 2nd Div.

Clk . , A.G.D. , '84 ;

Clk . , C.E.B. , '87

Registry Mills, F. W. 2nd Cl. Pr-Kr. Tel. , E.C.D.O., '83 ;

Pr.-Kr. , Registry, '85

Sur.'s Dept., Plackett, H. Sta. Clk. S.C. & T. , Sheffield , '91

N.E. Dist.

Sur.'s Dept., Marshall, B. K. S.C. & T. , Shrewsbury,

N.W. Dist. '92

Sur.'s Dept., De Salis , G. K ... S.C. & T., Jersey, '92

S.W. Dist .

Sur.'s Dept., Allen , P. S.C. & T. , Eastbourne,

S.E. Dist. '93

Sur.'sDept.,Mid. Affleck -Graves, S.C. & T., Dublin, '95

Dist., Ireland F. S.

A.G.D. Southorn, A. Asst. Over. of Sr.- Tracing Clk., '72 ; Ist

Trs . Cl. Tr. , '76

(P.O.B.) Miss L. A. Loch- 1st Cl. Cik. 1883

ner

Miss K. Gardner 1884

c . .o .
Gordge, F. G .... 2nd Cl . Asst . Super. E.T. Co. , '66 ; G.P.O. ,

Turner, C. R. E.T. Co. , '66 ; G.P.O. ,

'70

Crabtree, T. M.T. Co. , '68; G.P.O .,'70

Brandon, T. R. E.T. Co.,69;G.P.O., '70

Fryatt, F. W. 1870

Williams, W. R. 1870

Fox, E. F. 1870

Gough, H.
1870

Robinson , J. 1870

Powell, L. W. 1870

Pilbeam , F. 1870

Haggerty, E. 1871

Morgan , J.
1872

Mumford , F. E.T. Co . , '69 ; G.P.O. , '70

Batho, F. J. 1872

Woodley, Č. 1870

Bailey, J. 1870

North , A. W. 1870

> >>

'ןס

.
.
.

.
.
.

.

:
:
:
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OFFICE, NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

C.T.O.

:
:
:
:
:
:

ور

رو

:
:
:
:
:
:

:
:

:
:

:
:

'ןס

:
:
:

1871

1871

1871

.
.
.

>
.
.
.

E. in c.0.

Moul, J. J. 2nd Cl. Asst. Super. 1870

Joyes, W. J. H. 1872

McEwan , A. C. 1870

Farnan, F. 1870

Barker, W. 1870

Twyman, W. J. E.T. Co. , '69 ; G.P.O.,

'70

Trollope, H. 1871

Strong, R. 1871

Anscombe, H. P. 1870

Goldsack, J. G. 1870

Golding, w. 1870

Newing, T. E.... E.T. Co. , '68 ; G.P.O. ,

Hayward, F. 1873

Bunker, T. H..

Edwards, W.

Evetts, P....

Cricks, T.... 1871

Sherrard , F. E. 1871

Carpentier, G. F. Submarine Tel. Co., '70 ;

L. S. G.P.O. , '89

Greenfield , J.
Submarine Tel. Co. , '70 ;

G.P.O. , '89

Gillis , R. Submarine Tel. Co. , '70 ;

G.P.O., '89

Claydon, M. A.
Submarine Tel. Co. , '70 ;

G.P.O., '89

Culley, W. R. ... Submarine Super., E.T. Co. , '69 ; G.P.O.,

Woolwich '70 ; Asst . Submarine

Super., ° 78 ; Super. ,

Dover, ’90

Stevens, J. F. Ist Cl. Engr.... 1870

Longden, A. Tel., Manchester, 70 ;

Ist Cl. Jr. Clk. , E. in

C.O., '79 ; Senr. Clk. ,

87 ; Insp ., '88

Smith , C. A. E.T. Co., '63 ; G.P.O. ,

'70; Relay Clk. , E. in

C.O. , '78 ; Senr. Clk. ,

'84 ; Insp . '89

Owens, J. E. Tel., Liverpool, ’74; Jr.

Clk. , and Cl., E. in

C.O. , '80 ; ist Cl . , '82 ;

Senr. Clk. , '82 ; Insp. ,

'90

Waring, R. S.C., Liverpool, '82 ; 2nd

Cl . Jr. Clk ., E. in

C.O., '82 ; Insp ., '90

Parkinson, F. S. 2nd Cl. Jr. Clk . , E. in

C.O. , '83; 1st Cl. ,

'86 ; Insp ., '90

Noble, W. Tel., Aberdeen , '77 ; 2nd

Cl. Engr., '93

Plummer, T. Jr. Clk ., 85 ; 2nd Cl.

Engr. , '93

.
.
.

1
9

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.



PROMOTIONS . 115

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

E. in C.O. ...

2

... ...

1
9

R.L.'.

L.P.S.D.

(Cont's Off.)

.
.
.L.P.S.D.

(Cir. Off.)

.
.
.

.
.
....

( Cir. Off .)

( Stg. Off.)

Miles , J. R. Ist Cl. Engr.... S.C. & T. , Exeter, '70 ;

Relay Clk . , Lr. Sec. ,

’86 ; Upper Sec., '89

Ivison , E. J. 2nd Cl. Engr. Tel. , C.T.O., '86 ; Sub.

Engr. , E. in C.O. , '94

Eames, A. J. Tel., c.T.O., 85 ; Jr.

Clk. , E. in C.O. , '89

Laslett, G. Sub. Eogr. S.C. & T., Folkestone,

'85 ; Tel., C.T.O., '91

Roach, C. G. S.C. & T. , Gloucester,

'86 ; Tel. , C.T.O. , '91

Baugh , E. E. Relay Clk. , Upr. 1872 ; Relay Clk . , Lr .
Sec. Sec. , '78

Brodie, C. C. Senr. Clk.
Copyist E. in C.O. , '81 ;

Asst . Clk. , '93 ; Jr.

Clk. , '95

Todd, E. W. J ... Jr. Clk. ... Tel . , C.T.O., '90

Cousins, A. E. T. ist Cl. Asst . 1879 ; Pr. Sr. , S.B.D. ,

'82

Jones, H. L. 2nd Cl . Clk. ... Tel. , W.D.O. , '83 ; Cik.

C. of S.O. , '89 ; L.P.

S. , '91 ; ist Cl . Clk .

Stg. Off., '97

Treble, G. W. ... Clk . Lr. Div., S.B. , '83 ;

Sec's Off., '89 ; 3rd Cl.

Clk. , L.P.S. , '91 ; ist

Cl . Clk . , Stg. Off ., '96

Adams, L. E. ... 1st Cl . Cik . Tel . , C.T.O., '85 ; Clk. ,

C.of S.O .,'88 ; L.P.S.,

Hudson, F. Clk . Lr. Div. , Irish Land

Com. , '83 ; Sec's Off .,

G.P.O., '83 ; S.B.D. ,

'83 ; Clk . L.P.S.,'91

Kemp, W. T. ... Insp. 1873 ; 2nd Cl. Sr. , '77 ;

Ist Cl . Sr. , ' 79 ; Over. ,

'90

Baucutt, W. 1862 ; Over. , '65

Leverett , S. T .... Boy Sr. , '72 ; 2nd Cl. Sr. ,

'75 ; 1st Cl. Sr. , '82 ;

Over. , '89

Pinfold , E. Boy Sr. , '72 ; 2nd Cl . Sr. ,

76 : Ist Cl. Sr. , '82 ;

Over. , '91

Waller, F. G. 1870 ; Sr. R.L.B. , '72 ;

F.B. , '76

Williams, J. H. 1870 ; 2nd Cl. Sr. , '71 ;

ist Cl . R.L.B., ° 75 ;

F.B. , '83

Martin , T. P. 1871 ; Sr. , '72 ; Over. ,

'81

Miss C. Watson ist Cl. Super. 1870 ; Asst. Super., '81 ;

Super. , '85 ; 2nd Cl .

Super., 93

T. Hawke.. 2nd Cl. 1871 ; Asst. Super., ’90 ;

4th Cl . , 93 ; 3rd Cl . ,

'91

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

...

.
.

.
.
.

E.C.D.O.

'94
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OFFICE, NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

E.C.D.O. Miss E. H. Ulyatt 3rd Cl . Super .

E. M. Bay . 4th Cl.
liffe

Wheldon , W. C. Ch. Clk....

1874 ; 4th Cl. Super. , '94

1876

W.C.D.O. 978 ;Clk. , Scarboro' ,

B’gham, '82 ; F.B.,

'85 ;N.W., '87 ; S.W. ,

'87

1866 ; 2nd Cl. Over . , '81 ;

Isc Cl . , 87

1870 ; Senr. Cn. & Tel .,

S.W.D.O.

Wandsworth

Dwyer, J.... Insp .

Salter, S. W. ... Insp. in Ch.

Morley , G. Insp.

'90

W.D.O. ...

Glover, J..

.
.
.

.
.
.

N.W.D.O. Clark, J.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Paddington Hoade, R. R.

1858 ; 2nd Cl. Over. , '80 ;

ist Cl. , 85

1868 ; Cn ., '77 ; 2nd Cl.

Over., '82 ; 1st Cl . , '88

1870 ; 2nd Cl . Sr., '73 ;

2nd Cl . Over. , '82 ; Ist

Cl. , '85

1863 ; Sr., 73 ; 2nd Cl .

Over. , '74 ; 1st Cl . , '88

1870 ; Senr. Cr. & Tel. ,

'90

1869 ; 2nd Cl . Pr.-Kr. ,

71 ; Redundant ist Cl.

Pr.-Kr. , '81

1888

.
.
.

.
.
.

West, W. F. Insp. in Ch.

.
.
.

S.B.D. Shaw, W. J. Pr.-Kr. ...

Miss E. J. Aber- ist Cl . Clk.

dein

PROVINCES-ENGLAND and WALES.

Bath

Bristol

'68 ;

:
:
:

Chester

Coventry ...

Douglas

Exeter

:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:

Robinson , S. W. Clk. ( T. ) E. & I.T. Co. , '61 ;

G.P.O. , 70 ; Tel. ,

Bath , '77

Maggs, W. E. ist Cl . Asst. Super. 1860 ; Clk. , '64 ; 2nd Cl.

( P) Asst. Super. , '90

Hicks , W.... 2nd Cl . S.C. , '77 ; Clk ., ’92

Sherring, E. J .... 2nd Cl . U.K.T. Co. ,

( T.) G.P.O. , '70 ; Clk. , '89

Miles, J. ... Cik . (T. ) 1871

Brice , Č. W. 1872

Griffiths,W.H ... cik. (P. ) 1871

Roe, G. J.... 1882

Corkill , J. Asst. Super. S.C. & T. , ' 73 ; Clk. ,'87

Rowe, R. H. Clk. (P.) 1881

Parsons, R. H. 1869

Willis, G. W. 2nd Cl.Asst. Super. 1874 ; Clk . , '97

( P. )

Lonsdale, C. S. . Clk . ( P. ) 1880

Winebloom ,E.W.
1880

Hodgson , W. N. 1881

Smith, H. M. S.C. & T. , Crewe, '80 ;

Leeds, '81

Farrar, W. 2nd Cl. Asst. Super. E. & I.T. Co., '62 ;

(T. ) G.P.O. , '70 ; Člk ., '87

Leeds

:
:
:
:

.
.
.

.
.
.
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OFFICE, NAME. APPOINTMENT. 1

1
PREVIOUS SERVICE.

وو >

9

Norwich ...

.
.
....

Leeds Naylor, H. Clk. (T. ) 1870

Clancy, D. E. & I.T. Co. , '66 ;

G.P.O. , '70

Liverpool Harris, A. W. ... 2nd Cl. Asst . Super. 1871 ; Clk. , ’90

( T. )

Evans, E. A. 2nd Cl. Asst. Super. 1872 ; Clk. , '90

(T. )

Davies , D. Clk . ( T.) 1870

Hastie, C .... 1871

Johnson, A. R... 1871

Boyd, W ... 1872

Maddox, J. 1874

Dean, W. H. 1875

Lee, J. 1883

Manchester
Miss A. A. Heap Asst. Super. 1876

Middlesbrough
. Williams, R. W .. Clk. 1871

Newark Crookes, G. H ... Clk . 1878

Newport, Mon.. Stevens, G. H ... Ist Cl. S.C. 1884

Bell , A. Super. ( P. ) S.C. , '80 ; Clk . , '87 ;

Asst. Super., '94

Bessey, C. W. Asst. Super. ( P.) ... 1862 ; S.C. & T., °77 ;

Clk. , '94

Peake, H.... Clk . ( P. ) 1866 ; S.C. & T. , '71

Plymouth Stanbury, H. Ch. Clk.... S.C. , ’72 ; Asst. Super.,

'91 ; Super. ( P.), '92

Jennings, W. Super. ( P.) S.C., '81 ; Cik . ( P.),'91 ;

Asst. Super.,'95

Clarke, C.... Asst. Super. ( P.) 1862 ; Clk ., '88

Eastlick , H. J.... Clk. (P.) S.C. , '75

Portsmouth Monk, W. H. Super. (T.) E. & I.T. Co. , '63 ;

G.P.O., '70 ;

(T. ) , Plymouth, '91 ;

Asst. Super., '95

Preston Kirby, R. ... Clk . ( P. ) S.C. , ’83 ; Ist Cl., '87

Rawkins, A. J.... Ist cì.s.c. ... 1886

Reading Gulliver, C. A .... Super. E. & I.T. Co. , '67 ;

G.P.O. , '70 ;

83 ; Asst. Super., '91

Lusty, W.... Asst. Super. 1871 ; Clk ., '91

Keene, C .... 1876 ; Clk. , '94

Williams, F. Clk . 1876

Fruin, A. J. 1879

Sheffield Laycock, H. 1877

Wesson , J. Asst. Super. ( T.)... 1870 ; Clk ., '91
Shrewsbury Pescall, T. H. Super. ( T. ) 1872 ; Clk., '91

Hawkins, W. J. Cik. (T. ) S.C. & T. , Birkenhead,

'70 ; Shrewsbury, '88

Southampton Kellaway, F. H. Asst. Super. (P .)... 1881 ; Clk . , '94
Stafford Webb, Č. L. Clk . 1885

Stoke-on-Trent Wall, W.H. Clk. (P. ) 1881

Winkle, s . Clk. ( T.) 1880

Wakefield White, J. H. Clk. 1881

Whitby Whitton, J. B.... 1883

Clk .

..

...

Clk .,

>

:
:
:
:
:Cík . ( P.)

:
:
:
:
:E
:
:

...

...
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SCOTLAND.

OFFICE, NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICL.

Dumfries...

Perth

Muir, J. Ch. Cik.... 1869 ; Clk. , '97

Fergusson, J. F. Clk. 1877

Gorrie, A.... Asst. Super. (P.) ... Cr. Clk., '76 ; S.C., '81 ;

Clk. , '89

Cairns, J. ... Clk . (P. ) 1879

Macmillan, M .... Clk. 1885Rothesay ...

.
.
.

IRELAND

Dublin
Egerton, R. A. Secretary

Cork Olney, J. F. Ist Ci. Tel.

Clk. , M.O.O., '68 ; Asst .

Sur. , '91 ; Sur. , '92

Watford , 79 ; Ennis,

'84 ; Cork, '85

1888

1889

1885

Dublin Clk. (P.)Tierney, J. F.

Murphy, P. J....

Renkin ,' w . Š.... Ist Cl . s.c. ...
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Retirements.

LONDON.

OFFICE, NAME, APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

...

:
:

:
:

.
.
.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Sec's. Off. Roche, M .... Ist Cl. Clk. ... Temp. _ Clk ., S.B.D. ,
'68 ; Estd. , '69 ; Sec's .

Off., '70 ; 2nd Cl . , '84 ;

Ist Cl . , '94

Gregory, G. A. 2nd Cl. Pr.-Kr. E. & I.T. Co. , '68 ;

G.P.O. , '70 ; Asst.

Regy. , '73 ; Pr.-Kr. ,

'80

A. G. D.... Kellett , C. W. ... Over. of Sr. Trs. ... 1871 ; Asst. Over. , '83 ;

Over. , '86

C.T.O. Craig, J. J. Tel. 1887

Samson, A. 1886

Smith, H. W.
1881

Miss I. A. Harris Asst. Super. E. & I.T. Co. , '68 ;

G.P.O. , ° 70 ; Asst .

Super., '90

R. B. Boh- Tel. B. & I.T. Co. , '67 ;

ling
G.P.O. , '70

Mrs. A. R. Davey 1884

*Miss L. M. 1890

Howarth

E. S. Kirk 1873

F.L.Wakling
1883

E. in c.0. Lumsden, D. Submarine Super. E. & I.T. Co. , '53 ;

(Woolwich ) G.P.O. , '70

L.P.S.D. Everett , J. S. Sr. Boy Sr. 1882 ; Sr. '84

(Cont’s. Off.)

(Cir. Off. ) Belcher, J. W .... Super . Clk. M.O.O. , °54 ; Cir.

Off., '61; Asst. Super . ,

75 ; Super., '90

Lewis, G. I. Insp. 1853 ; Over ., '68 ; Insp. ,

'74

Everatt, R. B. ... Over. 1861

Pratley ,W. J. Sr. 1877 ; Sr. ,
'81

Smith , J. 1856 ; Sr. , '61

Tomlinson, J. 1862 ; Sr. , '68

Wall, R. 1878 ; Sr. , '71

Wilson , W. R.. 1870

E.C.D.o. Miss A. Swales .. Cr. Cik . & Tel. 1884

E.D.O .... Gasking, J. L .... Over.
Plymouth , '62 ; Over. , '81

N.D.O .... Favell, W. 1869; Over. , '85

Cooper, F. G. Cr?' Cik. & Tel. 1884

Norwood Ball, R. Pmr. Clk. L’pool, '60 ; Cir.

Dept., '66 ; Ch. Clk .

N.D.O., 87; Pmr. ,

Norwood, '95

...

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

:
:

:
:

i8:
:
:
:
:
:

.
.
.

Awarded a Gratuity.
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

..

...

L.P.S.D., Mahoney, I. Super. 1870 ; Super., '93

S. W.D.O.

Robinson, H. G. Sr. 1890

; W.D.O. Stone, F. J. Super. Lr. Sec . 1861; Over. , '74 ; Super .,
'88

Tizard, W. Over. & Senr. Tel... 1854 ; Senr. Cr. , '89

Paddington*MissE.F.Cullum Cr.Cik. &Tel. 1888

R.L.O. Comyns, P. J. ... Prin . Clk. Clk. Lon . Dist . Off., '51 ;

R.L.O., '67 ; Prin ..

Clk. , '96
S.B.D. Evans, E. E. 2nd Div. Clk ... 1866 ; Cik . Lr. Div. , '77

*Miss L. Brown ... 2nd Cl. Clk . 1895

M. J. Moffat 1891

W. H. Ser 1895

geant

>

:
:
:
:

*

ENGLAND and WALES.

...

:
:
:

.
.
.

.
.
.

87

:
:
:

Birmingham Johnson , C. Super. (T. ) E. & I.T. Co. , '51 ;

G.P.O. , '70 ; Super. ,

'71

Lymer, B ... 2nd Cl. Asst. Super. E. & I.T. Co., '64 ;

( T ) G.P.O. , '70 ; Clk. , '87 ;

2nd Cl. Asst . Super. ,

'90

Brighton * Tester, A. E. S.C. & T. 1892

Bristol Hobbs, A.... 1860 ; S.C. , '71

Bromley , Kent Beale, W. Pmr. Pmr. Reigate,'76 ; Brom

ley, '90

Exeter Chanter, C. Clk . (P. ) 1860 ; S.C. & T. , '73 ;

Clk. , '94

Grimsby Barham, L. Clk . (T. ) Tel., 1872 ; Clk. ,

Halesworth Miss A. Foreman Pms. 1881

Huddersfield Brier , J. Cl. Clk . 1859 ; Ch. Clk. , '86

Kendal Miss J. E. Yates S.C. & T. 1882

Lewes Morris, A. Pmr. Clk. , '51 ; Pmr. , '53

Liverpool Jefferson, W. Super. ( P.) Sr. , '55 ; Ist Cl. Super. ,

'90 ; Super. , '90

Bibby, J. ... S.C. & T. U.K.T.Co., 64 ; G.P.O.,

'70

Clayton, A. Manchester, '81 ; Liver .

Manchester Stockall , J. Ist Cl. Asst . Super. E. & I.T. Co. , '60 ;

( T.) G.P.O. , ' 70 ; Clk. , '82 ;

2nd Cl. Asst. Super. ,

'90 ; Ist Cl. , '96

Newark Wilkins, T. Clk. Clk. , '94

Newc.-on -Tyne Lumsden, J. T. S.C. & T. 1872

Clark, H. J. 1885

Northampton . . Morton , W. 1860 ; Ch. Clk. , '83

Penrith ... Smithson, J. Pmr. Sur. Sta . Clk . , '55 ; Pmr.

Penrith , '75

Plymouth ... Tratt, W. H. S.C. & T. Bridgwater, '68 ; Ply

mouth , '68

Rochdale... Platt, S. Ch. Clk ... 1866 ; Ch . Clk. , '87

:
:
:
:
:
:

.
.
....

.
.
.

.
.
.

pool , '86

1857 ;

Ch.'Cik .

...

Awarded a Gratuity.
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OFFICE NAME, APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

Pmr.

Clk.

S.C. & T.
)

Ross Wright, A.

Sheffield Cutler, H. E.

Throsby, S.

Stafford * Murdoch , H.

Tunb’dge Wells *Spiers, R. F.

Wak efield Morris, G...

Wolverhampton Kewley, J.

1868

1871 ; Clk. , '91

1872

1893

1890

1862 ; S.C., '67

1855 ; Insp. Liverpool,

'67 ; Pmr. Maccles

field, '70 ; Warrington,

'84 ; Wolverhampton,

Pmr.

.
.
.

'89

York * Thomas, J. E. ... S.C. & T.

SCOTLAND.

Aberdeen Wood, G.... Ch. Clk....

Collie, D. ... Super. ( P. )

Mitford, W. R. ... Secretary

:
:
:

Edinburgh

Paterson, D. M ... Tel.

Turnbull,J.H.H .

.

*Wilson , J....

Miss M. A. Mc

Neill

Miss J. Gibson ...

M. Steven

Glasgow

;
:

>

son

Oban * Matheson , P. S.C. & T.

.
.
.

.
.
.

1895

1853

1854 ; Super. , '91

Clk . R. & A.G.O. , '55 ;

Sec's Off., '58 : Sur.

Clk. , '61 ; Ist Cl. , '67 ;

Prin. Clk. Scotland ,

?73 ; Sur. , '75 ; Sec .

Edin. , '94

1872

Glasgow ,'74 ; Tel. Edin .,

'78 ; Cn. & Tel.

Padd.,'93; Tel . Edin. ,

'95

1891

1881

1887

1885

1894

• Awarded a Gratuity.
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Deaths.

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

... ...

...

...

...

...

.
.
.

A.G.D. Hyem , C. M. Sr.-Tr. 1896

L.P.S.D. (Cir. Gugerly , A. T.... Sr. 1894

Off .)

Lally , J. H. 1897

Paess, E. 1877 ; Sr. , '83

Ward, W. J. 1870 ; Sr. , '71

Watson, E. C. 1881 ; Sr. , '86

E.C.D.O. Miss E. B. Scott Cr. Clk. & Tel. 1891

W.C.D.O. Collins, J.... Sr. 1892

E.D.O. Hunt, G. J. Over. 1870 ; Sr. , '73 ; Over. , '93

S.W.D.O. Reynolds, C. H. 1871 ; Sr. , '73 ; Over. , '85

Miss M. G. Mor- Cr . Clk. & Tel. 1895

ton

N.W.D.O. MissM.C.Wools. 1872

ton

Miss B. Birss 1893

c.T.). Drake, W. Senr. Tel.” 1870 ; Senr. Tel. , '90

Barham, F. Tel. 1880

Harris , T.... 1889

Scowcroft, T. D. 1896

S.B.D. Emery, A. R. 2nd Div. Clk. Cir. Dept. , '66 ; S.B.D. ,

'70 ; Hr. Gr. 2nd

Div. , '90

Lloyd , F. Ist Cl. Clk .
S.B.D., '68 ; Ist. Cl., '96

Bath ... Ball, T. Asst. Super. E. & I.T. Co., 58 ;

Asst. Super. , '91

Bishop Auckl’nd Shaw , C. E. S.C. & T. 1895

Bradford ... Miss E. M. Millar Tel. 1896

Guildford McGregor, J. S.C. & T. 1887 ; S.C. & T. , 89

Knighton Longford, C. Pmr. Sub. Pmr. , '57 ; Pmr. , '86

Manchester Beswick, J. W. Ist Cl. Asst . Super. E. & I.T. Co. , '68 ;

( T. ) G.P.O., '70 ; 2nd Ci.

Asst. Super. , '89 ; ist

Cl. , '92

Miss E. Walker Cwn. & Retr. 1893

Newc-on -Tyne D. A. Knott Tel. 1894

Nottingham Horne , E. J. S.C. & T. 1895

Okehampton Gough, H. S.C. & T. 1891

Stamford ... Betts, F. E. Chesterfield, '85 ; Stam

ford , '90

Ayr ... Miss A. L. 1896

McBlain

Dundee Manson, J. 1884
Edinburgh Miss A. M. Tel.

1896

Stables

Glasgow ... Dun, R. S.C. & T. 1882

Turnbull, W. 1891
Lerwick Sinclair, W. G. 1880

Clones Chambers, W. 1888
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Postmasters Appointed.

OFFICE. NAME . PREVIOUS AFPOINTMENTS .

Norwood

Bromley, Kent

Hayle

Ilkley

Lancaster

Llandudno

Marlow

Newcastle, Staff.

North Walsham ... ...

Okehampton

Penrith

Peterboro '

Staines

Wallingford

Welshpool

Whitchurch (Salop)

Pitt, B. ... Temp. Clk ., S.B.D .; Clk ., W.D.O.;
Padd . ; Ch. Clk ., E.D.O. ;

W.C.D.O .; N.W.D.O.; W.C.D.O.
Peach , J. Clk ., Derby ; Super., ( P.); Ch . Clk .

Ward, C. F.... Messenger Sec's Off. ; Pmr., Brack

ley

Marshall, J. H. S.C. & T., Barnsley ; Cik.

Watterson, H. H ... Pmr. , Lymington , Llandudno

Wyard, J. S.C. & T., Ipswich ; Clk ., Wisbech ;

Ch . Clk. , Ġt . Yarmouth; Ch . Clk . ,

Ipswich

Langdon, J. ... Asst., Welshpool

Capon , S. H. S.E. Rly. Co.; Clk . , Maidstone ;

Ch. Clk .

Bradshaw, T. S.C. & T. , Stafford ; Pmr., Cow

bridge

Hamlyn, T. P. S.C. & T. , Exeter

Aldis, R. W.... E.T. Co. ; Clk . , Colchester ; Asst .

Super. ; Ch. Člk.

Priestley, T. M. Tel., Huddersfield ; Pmr., Lancaster

Bartlett, W. H. Cr. Clk . & Tel. , W.C.

Collings , T. G. Pmr., Hayle

Evans, D. S.C. & T., Stafford ; Clk. (P. )

Walter, J. W. S.C. & T., Leicester ; Pmr., North

Walsham

Davis, G. J. ... Clk. , Warrington ; Birkenhead ;

Pmr. , Ashton-under-Lyne ; Wey .

mouth ; Peterborough

Pinkney, W. T. S.C. & T. , Whitby ; Clk.

Lawson , M. A. S.C. & T. , Dumbarton ; Edinburgh

Noble, A. A. S.C. & T. , Inverness ; Pmr. , Peebles

Scott , W. Pmr. Langholm

McIntyre, D. Sr. & Tr. Edin. ; Cn. ; Pmr. , Fort

William

Fullerton , G. A. Pmr. , Saltcoats

Stuart, A. S.C. & T., Buckie ; Thurso ; Pmr.,

Lochmaddy

Smyth , W. Tel . , Belfast ; Clk .

:
:
:

...

Wolverhampton ... ...

Worksop

Ayton...

Fort William

Lochmaddy

Peebles

:
:

Port Glasgow
Turrift ...

Ballymena

ABBREVIATIONS.

Asst., Assistant ; Ch., Chief ; Cl., Class ; Clk., Clerk ; Cont., Controller ;

Cwn., Counterwoman ; Div ., Division ; Engr. , Engineer ; Fem . , Female ; Hd. ,

Head ; Insp ., Inspector ; Jr., Junior ; Lr. , Lower ; Over., Overseer ; P., Postal ;

Fmr., Postmaster ; Pms., Postmistress ; Pr.-Kr. , Paper- Keeper ; Princ.,

Principal ; Retr., Returner ; Sec., Section ; Sec’s ., Secretary's ; Senr., Senior ;

S.C. , Sorting Clerk ; S.C. & T. , Sorting Clerk and Telegraphist ; Sr. , Sorter

Stg. , Sorting ; Sta., Stationary ; Sur., Surveyor ; Super., Superintendent or

Supervisor ; T., Telegraphs; Tel., Telegraphist ; Tr. , Tracer.

;



Sf. Parfin's-le-Grand.

THIS
HIS Magazine is unofficial. It is published quarterly, on the

ist January, 1st April , 1st July, and ist October, and is sent free

to subscribers all over the worldat three shillings per annum, payable

in advance. It will save trouble and expense to the management if

local agents are willing to receive and distribute copies to the

subscribers in their respective districts , but if it is specially desired

copies will be posted separately to the subscriber's address.

All remittances should be addressed to the Hon. Treasurer, Mr.

A. F. KING, c/o MESSRS. GRIFFITH & SONS LD., PRUJEAN

SQUARE, OLD Bailey, E.C. Cheques and Postal Orders should be

made payable to him, and should be crossed “ London and Midland

Bank, Newgate Street , E.C.”

The eighth volume begins with the number for January 1898

(No. 29) , and ends with the October number. Copies of Nos. 21 ,

22 , 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, and 28 can be obtained by subscribers at gd.

each. Vols. VI. and VII. , bound in red cloth, 5/- each.

Our readers at home and abroad are reminded that this is an

amateur Magazine, and that if it is to fulfil its purpose and maintain

its interest, they must help us by sending articles for publication,

newspaper cuttings, drawings , photographs, notices of events, &c. ,

either to the Hon. Editor,

EDWARD BENNETT, ) c/o Messrs. GRIFFITH & Sons LD. ,

PRUJEAN SQUARE,

SHERWIN ENGALL, OLD BAILEY, E.C.

Should any Subscriber fail to receive his copy in due course, he

should at once communicate with MR. ENGALL.

or to

Covers for Binding Vol . VII. - Applications, together with a

remittance of one shilling for each cover required, should be made

to Mr. A. F. KING.

S. d. S. d .

Ο Ιο...

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT of the “ St. Martin's -le - Grand

Magazine " for the year 1897.

tReceipts. Payments.

£ £

Balance from 1896 18 14 II Printing 271

Subscriptions, &c.... 21 Artist 8 14 6

Advertisements 18 6 Engraver 52 10 10

Assistance
48 11 6

Postage and Packing ... 55 10 11

Dinner
13 16 3

Miscellaneous o 8

Balance

426 I

2

I

I 2 IO 2

£463 2 33 £463 2 33

sotk December, 1897.

A. F. KING, Hon . Treasurer.

EDWARD BENNETT, Hon , Editor,
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ST. MARTIN'S-LE-GRAND .

APRIL , 1898 .

From St. Malo to Monte - Carlo.

A RUN BEFORE THE NORTH-WEST WIND.

N the 21st September the Philosopher and I left St. Malo,

and after three weeks of easy wandering across France

on our bicycles found ourselves on the shores of the

Mediterranean. “ Nothing in it,” you will say, and

you are undoubtedly right. To cross a continent with a leading

wind, on a perfect bicycle, and at a pace which hardly ever exceeded

that of the South Eastern Railway's best suburban efforts, is nothing

to brag about. Nor indeed do we brag. In our secret hearts we

know full well that the story of such an unassuming cruise upon

wheels were best told to a few charitable chums in the favouring

mistiness of the smoking-room ; or, if written , at least laid to rest

among that heap of rejected addresses so dear to the heart of

every literary Civil Servant. No, we do not brag : the Philosopher,

because he has seen many men and cities, and thinks as little of

trundling across a continent as you and I do of taking a trip to

Epping Forest ; and I , because after a quarter of a century of

cycling I am still the slowest of riders. So when your Editor came

to me in office hours (I ask you) and requisitioned me for three or

four pages of " a brief little breezy account you know, of that trip of

yours from St. Malo to Monte -Carlo , " my respect for him almost

reached the vanishing point. He came, good soul , at the wrong

moment. I was in the act of composing one of those special drafts

of mine (an answer I think to a worthy but wearisome applicant not

unconnected with the tilling of the soil ) in which I season the finer

graces of my official style by copious and saving allusions to the

most curious corners of the Post Office Guide. When these pro

ductions, of which I am secretly proud, run the gauntlet of the
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Higher Powers and penetrate to the agricultural hearth in some out

lying English village, the said agricultural hearth is ( figuratively ) all

ablaze. The village schoolmaster is called in, sometimes even the

curate has a fling at a free translation : but the effect on the unaided

rustic, should he try to swim alone through my periods , is , so my

envious colleagues allege , calculated rather to defeat than promote

the object in view . Now this is manifestly unfair , for if, as the old

writers say, a draft may be written round any point and at any

distance from that point, I claim that my radii have been no longer

than those of my more gifted brethren of the tape. The story told

of me is but a cruel canard ; to wit, that one of my most precious

efforts — about a missing unplucked goose which had wandered out

of its parcel into the hospitable R.L.O.—was so highly prized by an

overawed rustic applicant that he had it framed and hung up in the

cottage parlour as a certificate of good moral character

Yet is all this rigmarole , fustian , padding, " galimatias," or what

you will , beside the question and (as one may say) off the saddle of

the bicycle. What I wanted to convey was that the good Editor

interrupted me in the middle of composing one of my chipping

blocks for the Higher Powers to cut up , and I was by no means

pleased . I explained to him that I didn't write stuff for my health ;

that I hadn't a minute to spare ; that I certainly had no time to write

up to the level of the fastidious and critical audience of the

St. Martin's -le -Grand magazine ; that my temper was bad and my

grammar worse. It was all no good , and while secretly resolving to

do and dodge the torturer I outwardly submitted .

When a man's own day begins at 5 p.m. and ends (or should end,

if the machine is to be preserved in working order) at midnight, he

is apt to find this second watch of seven hours all too short, when he

remembers the many claims which are tugging at his so-called

evening leisure. For this second watch is all we have of our own

for growth or thought or work or play, or learning the now almost

forgotten art of being gracefully idle. The claims against it are

heavy indeed . There is the Home of which the average English

man brags so much, but in which he yawns not a little. Thin as is

the stream of conversation which trickles from the model Civil

Servant after seven hours turning of the official crank, still the

generous -hearted Englishwoman who shares his pay justly considers

herself entitled to at least half an hour's improving dialogue in the

twenty- four, during which he is expected to throw new light on

intricate problems of supply and demand, and solve for the
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hundredth time the ever fresh puzzle of the hired girl and her

broken vows and crockery. Then no man, however heartless he

may be, will, if he have an ounce of brain still unsoftened in his

skull, neglect the opportunities of education which the nursery

affords. The children are there ready to guide weary grown -ups

stumbling after truth : they are the true teachers, these tiny tutors

whose activity is only limited by the summons to the night nursery ;

they hold the wisest evening classes for drudging men. When tired

of books of reference and what Mallock is pleased to call the

coagulated slag of modern journalism, it is to Dorothy and Boy that

I have recourse—and never in vain. They really see the things to

which the wisest of us attach such imperfect labels . Their half

words are better than all our phrasings, their questions answer more

doubts than the wisest of Encyclopædias. They pity us, do these

dear toddling tutors, trying with gentle and direct suggestion from

the unseen world to teach us and lead us : happy is the man who

has leisure to sit at their little feet.

Then there are great books to read and trashy books to skip .

There is a play now and then one must see ; while the gallery exists

the gods do not shut the doors of the drama in the face even of the

present writer. There is work to be done, one's own work ; oakum

to be picked and bartered for little boots and shoes. There is

Bohemia to be visited ; for thick as the atmosphere is in the

beautiful city of Prague there is still a freshness in the air which

saves the sanity of the over-drilled man. Then one must eat,

though this takes time and, in suburban kitchens, temper.

perhaps, dangerous to talk of the duty of drinking in these

blameless pages, but it is a duty all the same, recognised by

Omarians, and many other good men who have not read what the

irreverent G. B. S. (may Heaven forgive him) calls “ Fitzgerald's

mock-Persian drivel.” Deep as these obligations are there are many

other shallower streams of energy in which our evening hours may

The time is short indeed till the night comes.

It is ,

run ,

* *

My reluctance, too, to trouble the readers of the St. Martin's

magazine is justified by the fact that there is little to tell them

concerning the ground covered by my tour which is not already very

well known, or if unknown, which cannot be bought in severely

accurate book form for three and sixpence, or borrowed for less.

From an athletic point of view this ride of eight hundred and forty

miles from St. Malo to the Riviera was a contemptible performance
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worthy only — so far as pace is concerned— of the humorous prize

given to the modest winner of a donkey-race. Truly, it was almost

a slowest on record as the children of speed have it . This very

distance, which took me over three weeks, has been covered by a

French coureur or recordman in under three days ; and there are

probably several hundreds of my highly- geared colleagues who

would deem themselves disgraced if they wasted any more than ten

days over such perfect roads and easy miles. Be that as it may (as

we used to say on the second floor), here are my travel notes in all

their poverty. They are the poorer only by the excision of all

matter which every boy clerk knows may be found in either Bædeker,

Murray or Joanne. May they soothe the reader to that gentle sleep

the writing of them too often brought to my evening eyes.

If you

Monday, 20th September. - Why didn't I start on Saturday ? As

a postman I was free at about i p.m. , and my own private work was

all “ through ” by 8 p.m. I might have caught the St. Malo boat

train by hurrying up a little, and that's just why I did not.

want to really enjoy a tour, pray believe an old traveller and don't

hurry off. Resuit : fever, fret, fume, ill-temper, badly -packed

luggage, dyspepsia, headache, quarrels, misunderstandings, alarums

and excursions of quite the wrong sort. Take it easy before

starting. Overhaul both animals : yourself and the bicycle.

So I did nothing all Sunday but examine my new tyres and think

over my packing - without doing it . This morning brought its

surprises . One was that the new luggage carrier, which I had

accepted in simple faith , wouldn't fit. So I was driven to my old

packing dodge, which has served me so well for many thousand

miles . I simply take a large waterproof sheet of the material of

which sponge bags are made. This is laid flat on the floor, on the

top of it a towel . I throw into the towel all I want, keeping the

hard and knobby things inside . I roll the towel and its contents

into a sausage, and strap it up with the thinnest of straps. Outside

this comes the waterproof sheeting with a strap lengthwise and a

rug-strap across. The roll , so made, goes on the handle-bar and

that is all . No rain ever gets inside.

I thought I would go by train to Southampton . Have keen

remembrance of riding to the steamer at Newhaven, on that occasion

in 1891 when Monk, Apted and I rode through France and across

two passes of the Alps in and out of Italy. We got on board wet
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through . Am six years older now, and there are Dorothy and Boy.

Mustn't risk a wetting before I'm fairly underway, and cooling

myself into a coffin on board the steamer. However, this morning

was so fine that I rode quietly to Surbiton, and , getting out of the

train at Winchester, pottered along the well-known twelve miles to

Southampton. Found the SS. “ Eva, " in which I am one of only

about a dozen passengers. The season , the steward says, is over.

People on board take excellent care of my bicycle : he has a cabin

all to himself.

Tuesday, September 21st.—The Channel Islands look forbidding

enough in the grey morning. Alderney race is quiet now, hut it

“can do," as Dorothy says , wind and weather permitting. I saw it

in another mood some eight years back with Cruttwell in the

Mona, " and mighty glad were we of that slant of wind off the

French land which helped us out of it . But that is neither here

nor there. Anyhow the race is now asleep . Yet there is a queer

look in the sky to the N.W. as if that peace would not last overlong.

Two Frenchmen on board, whom the rolling of the vessel has

driven from cabin and blankets, wave arms towards Alderney with a

grace which even the mal de mer has not all destroyed, and explain

to me that but for my country's perfidy these Islands would be

part of France . I bow respectfully : politics and cycling go not well

together. They explain the Islands will return to their real

mother's keeping. I bow again, and tender a flask . “ Nous

verrons ça , Alphonse, ” says one to the other, alluding doubtless to

the home-coming of the Islands. “ Et bien d'autres choses, mon gars.

Touchez la.” Then they almost shake hands more Britannico, and

a kindly steward summons me to bacon and eggs which remind me

of Great Britain, and to tea strong enough to warn venturous
Frenchmen from our shores.

*

We have passed the lighthouse and the island of Chateaubriand,

and are nearing St. Malo pier. At the pierhead is an Englishman

with a round smiling face got up in a perfect cycling suit . This is

my old friend William, to be my companion on this land cruise to

the Mediterranean . I should like to describe him : he is well worth

it , but it needs a rather finer pen than mine ; I will have a snapshot

at him later on . He waves frantically, and makes signals which I

take to portray mingled friendship and hunger, for the boat due at

II a.m. is very late. I strap my roll of luggage on to my handle bar

and land. I see William , but may not speak to him till Customs
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formalities are complied with, and so in custody (as it were) I am

marched to the Douane. But my trial is a short one, for the little

badge of the Touring Club which shines on my cap is my passport,

here as everywhere. “ Monsieur est du Touring -Club," says the

courteous official ; then hardly heeding my answer to his regulation

question of “ Rien à declarer ? ” he motions to me that I am a free

man and may " circulate where I will. I circulate with William

to his hotel opposite the railway station, and over our belated lunch

we discuss ways and means, routes, weather, maps, hills, plain roads ,

and luggage. I find William has about as much on his bicycle as

our friend the White Knight had on his horse in “ Alice ; ” indeed

he seems to have almost everything barring the historic mousetrap .

Every possible piece of steady metal on his cycle has some wonder

ful bag or package strapped or tied on to it ; the only marvel to me

is that William has not fastened a few useful knicknacks on to the

spokes . So far he has not done this, but what do that ugly and

overfed Gladstone bag and that burglar-like bundle mean which

Séraphine of the inn has just placed by the already overweighted

animal ? Is my venerable brother going to carry them back and

front like an Alpine guide, or is this where I and my light roll come

in ? And if so, which of these misshapen lumps of ill-packed

luggage does friendship require me to carry ? My doubts and fears

are soon over, for in another moment W. and I are labouring across

the road with the two unsightly objects, and I leave him at the

Parcel Despatch Office of the railway station fighting with such a

complicated mass of forms to be filled up as no pampered English

applicant at St. Martin's ever had to cope with . Our thirty-odd

questions on the shorter catechism of the enquiry form are simplicity

itself compared to the searching queries of the Gare de l'Ouest at

St. Malo. William appears to be in for an examination and I leave

him, as one used to leave the brethren in Cannon Row, trying to

floor the paper while I re-cross the road to where our bicycles are

resting. With a view to a “ chasse , ” I search my pockets for my

flask ; but there is no flask . My eloquent Anglophobes on board

had forgotten to return it, and the annexation of England had

indeed begun .

* * * * *

It was quite an hour later when he returned, with a sheaf of

papers in his hand. He had aged considerably. As for the

bundles, they had been despatched to wait our arrival at Mâcon ;

no further, for to send them into Italy would have meant endless
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difficulties of the Customs order. Then finally at about half-past

three we started. Our plan of campaign was not too definite ; one

thing only was clear, that William was to winter in Italy, and

intended to get there somehow or other on his bicycle, which very

literally was a machine with a past. Of its future he was hazily

uncertain and insecure, but it was quite clear to him that he meant

going through with the job. I had some twenty -six days to spare

no more -- and had volunteered to ride with him south for twenty

four days, and then roll back by train . All we quite clearly knew

was that we wanted to see the Mediterranean again . We had maps :

so many maps indeed that the rival claims of a dozen or so

competing routes troubled our eyes and buzzed in our ears like the

chatter of a cluster of hotel touts. We had received advice for

the most part friendly-wise tempered by a fair share of the friendly

foolish — from
--from many quarters . Authors, artists , archæologists, poets ,

plagiarists, officials, journalists, and inhabitants of Meso-Bohemia

had in turn tried their premonitory pitch-pipes upon one of us , to

set us the tune to march by. Luckily for us no two men agreed,

and their opposite and equal sentiments cancelled themselves out in

our minds like intruding terms in an equation . Many offers of

strange kit were also made to us, yet of these only two still hold a

place in my memory. A good -natured young journalist who had

lately figured in the Greco - Turkish war, volunteered to lend me a

pretty little revolver he himself had never had earnest occasion to

use. The offer was of course declined ; and so was the tender of a

brother officer whose faith in my foreign -going powers was so weak

that he subscribed to the outfit of what he was pleased to term my

“ alleged ” tour, by presenting me with a copy of the Post Office

Handbook, which he, however, assured me could be purchased for

the sum of one penny, or inspected free of charge at any Post

Office. This parting speech I seem to have read somewhere in a

favourite author ; but where, exactly, I cannot for the moment say.

* *

We were really off. Our plan was to strike the Loire at Angers,

and then head towards Tours Nevers and Mâcon, where we could

pick up the bundles. All this about “ striking the Loire " has and

had for us a very fine sound ; but the immediate job that Tuesday

afternoon was to get to Dinan, some twenty miles away, before dark.

The fear of the gendarme was upon us, for I had weakly yielded to

William's urgent desire that I should not bring a lamp with me, and

the French law is (rightly enough) pretty strict on that subject.
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We were really off. I think that is the finest moment of a long

tour. I know no more enviable feelings than those of a man who

for eleven long months has been the servant of another (of many

others, perhaps more accurately) , when at last the first taste of free

days and free air comes to him. The starting place may be as

grubby as Clapham Junction, and the actual road the simplest,

dullest , dreariest and meanest thoroughfare : yet it is all glorified by

the liberty ahead . Personally I can never resist riding the first mile

or so of my leave at speed as if chased by goblin memories of

attendance books, increments , explanations, and doomed drafts. So

in this instance the road to Chateauneuf and Dinan was tawdry

enough to start with ; but it seemed a glorious land indeed, and I

put my joy into the pedals. Dismounting, ten minutes later, I was

aghast at finding no William astern. Soon there loomed through

the slight mist of the autumn afternoon a very remarkable figure

indeed . It was coatless and waistcoatless, and its cap was tilted so

far back as to reveal the proud reason why the gifted rider had in

his day been made President of the *Coot Club. As he neared me

the cheerful clank of the machinery and the rattle of many

impedimenta betrayed my dear old friend , whose beaming face

shone above what looked more like a travelling trader of light

furniture than the common or garden British tourist.
He was

happy enough, though , and brightly refused to hand over any of his

traps to me. His coatless condition , he pointed out , was perfectly

logical. A man does not row in his coat, why then should he not

cycle on a hot afternoon in the same uncramped manner ? Indeed ,

the many millions, who are by no means fools, of France, Germany

and Italy, have, when cycling, adopted this sane habit of shedding

as much as may be of their vesture.

The evening closed in fast and Dinan was still some distance

away. A friendly signpost turned up out of the gathering darkness,

and W. sputtered the faint fire of six vestas to read its message.

Soon, softly, quietly, rain began to fall. Then as the shadows

deepened, the river which so many children of art have loved was

* The Coot Club, which is unhappily now defunct, was a gathering of gifted

gentlemen in the G.P.O. who bore for their crest the Bald -headed Coot, and

whose motto was said to be “ Non nobis.” I was myself hardly qualified for

membership, for although the total absence of chevelure was not a sine quâ non, it

was necessary to satisfy the President that the intending candidate had a ly

defined tableland on his cranium , innocent of vulgar hair. All the members were

distinguished men .
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seen far below the road , and, across the river, the lights of Dinan .

The sight of a ghostly figure with a sword warned us to dismount

outside the town, which we entered through that crooked old street

which has altered so little in three centuries. It was all very good,

but we had only done twenty miles of our cruise to the

Mediterranean.

Wednesday, September 22nd. Dinan -- Rennes. It rained heavily

during the night, and life looked rather grey at starting. Our way

lay through Evran and the castle -crowned village of Hédé to

Rennes. The road was rather of what is known as the “ give and

take ” order, yet these takings seem always greatly to exceed the

gifts. Orchards, peasants, dogs in great number. On the outskirts

of Hédé, just below the old fortifications, a good woman in a little

auberge made us a delicious omelette, and cooked other things which

may be left to imaginations fed on the delicately varied menu cards

of the Refreshment Club. With rare exceptions, the description of

a dinner which another fellow says he has eaten is about as

wearisome and distasteful as would be the washing up of his dishes.

Nor would such descriptions please my kind old fellow traveller, the

Philosopher.

Dear old Beatty ! Many a man - I do not here speak of the

Service , for that would be an impertinence - many a man in the great

world outside our walls has won a swollen reputation and a still more

swollen income with far less right to either than our friend the

Philosopher. He knew many books and many men : he was at

home in many lands . Since those dark days when threatened loss of

sight drove him from active service into the contemplative calm of

the Pension list he has been round the world, and used this twilight

of his eyes on all save books . For him the “ Index Expurgatorius

has so far widened that almost all printed pages are forbidden .

Kind patient friend ! I do not believe he could do a mean thing, or

think an ungenerous thought if he tried ; and he never did try.

In many senses a scholar and a poet , perhaps the coming darkness

of his eyes and the failing of the light in those struggling years

sufficiently explain why with him there was no output—no literary

output - save in critical talk with those few friends whom he impressed

the more because he never tried to shine. A true heart, generous,

forgiving, thoroughly human. An Irishman, with all the keen sense

of humour the brightest of his countrymen possess : a philosopher,

with none of the pedantry of some whose philosophy is learned from

books alone. If he hated anything, it was that sly commercial
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man, andproduct of these driving days known as a “ smart ”

perhaps too that process so dear to the heart of the smart man

known as besting ” the brethren. Few but those who knew him

well realised how great was the physical pain he suffered at times,

and with what cheerful courage he bore it. Absolute quiet has done

much for him, and the evil has been, in a sense, arrested. This is

good news for his many friends, who hope that the light may not fail

him for many a long day.

J. SCOTT STOKES.

( To be concluded .)

nlang !

JMB

. .

Tu ne rengage pas cette fois- ci ?

Je suis caporal après 10 ans ! à ce compte-là, je ne serais général

de division qu'en 2295 ! alors.

[This is evidently one of the things that they do not manage better in France. —
Editor .]
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The Rural Posts.

“ O Solitude, where are the charms

That sages have seen in thy face ? ”

THOUGH the Jubilee be over, though we saw " the kings depart,"

Still the Rural Post Extensions vex the overburdened heart.

Not because the gates of Bedlam yawn before Surveyors ' eyes,

Not because the evening worker sees his morning colleague rise .

Not because Hope's radiant rainbow all too far and faintly glows

On a fancied festal future when the “ special schedules " close.

Not because our pity follows where the country postmen go ,

Wade the creek, and climb the mountain, skirt the moorland, breast

the snow.

This, if this were all, were nothing, and a scoffing world would say,

“ Hear the Civil Servant grumble, while he barely earns his pay."

Come then ! leave the Self unpitied—'tis but for a little while

Weep for those who hated Babel, loved but peace in Auburn's smile .

Then no ruthless post brought letters-letters ! memories , and regrets,

Letters ! loves, and lies, and libels, bargains, bills, bonanzas, bets .

Ignorance was bliss perennial to those placid oxlike men,

Glowed their sun of golden silence, freely flooding field and fen .

Not for them was news ofmarkets,notfor them were slumps and booms :

Not for them were wars and tumults, raging plagues , deserted looms.

Still they drank the pure nepenthe drawn from unpolluted springs,

Semi-conscious, like St. Simeon, up above the rush of things.

Now the Philistines are on them, now your post is at the door,

Herald of unending worry, to be banished nevermore,
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Auburn wakes to full fruition of the lettered latter days,

Wakes to praise of Mother Seigel , to the Yukon River craze.

While the century is ending, while the nations scorn repose ,

Man begins to loathe the lotus, lives but where the postman goes.

Shares are now his ripening harvest,earthlier now his guiding “ Star,”

In the news of odds and scandals comes his glory from afar.

What is rest, and what is torpor ? ask " the common sense of most ” :

Are we doing good or evil, while we stretch the rural post ?

H. S. C.
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The Post Office and Athletics. — 11.

HE success which has attended the establishment of the

Post Office Cricket Club is a source of much satis

faction to those earnest and energetic spirits who have

worked hard to awaken into activity and life, a branch

of sport which for several years reached a very low ebb in the Post

Office. The recent successful concert, presided over by the Duke

of Norfolk , and supported by most of the chiefs of the Department,

was decidedly encouraging, and it is to be hoped that in a few years

time the club will occupy as prominent a position in the cricketing

world as some of the Service Clubs which preceded it . There are

many Post Office members of the Civil Service Club who remember

with pleasure the splendid matches played with such crack clubs

as the Zingari and the Guards. They were quite a function, for

there was a large marquee , a military band, and tea (then called

“ kettledrum " ) provided for the ladies. The club had always a

large piece of ground allotted to it in Battersea Park, free, on

condition that it was kept in good order and used frequently. At

one time the club mustered 300 members, and contained the best,

if not all , the cricketing talent of the Service . Such good Service
cricketers Bell , Bateman, Hemming, Benthall, Thesiger,

Bennett, and not least Patey and Smythe, were amongst those

who took a prominent part . The club existed in exciting times, for

the populace did not approve of a piece of Battersea Park being

appropriated for its exclusive use, and soon after taking possession ,

a meeting was held and a large crowd marched on to the ground

and pulled up the stumps. The members showed forbearance and

good temper, and a hint to the Park-keepers caused them speedily

to restore order, and the club was ever after left in peaceful

possession . After flourishing for some years, the club gradually

dwindled down, principally owing to the official appointments

obtained by many of its most energetic members—Pattisson had to

retire on appointment as Private Secretary to Lord Dufferin ;

Benthall, an old Cambridge Varsity man, became Secretary to the

Secretary of State for India ; Hemming became absorbed at the

Foreign Office, and Thesiger at the House of Lords Office.

Although these details are not directly connected with Post Office

cricket, they may not be uninteresting as indicating the character

as

K
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and position of the club to which so many Post Office men

belonged . Mr. M. W. Ker was another Post Office member greatly

interested in the old Service Club, and after its demise he, with others,

assisted to form out of its ashes the “ Gryphons,” which con

tained many players of good cricketing ability.
This was

peripatetic club , and therefore easily managed.

The first Cricket Club formed in the Post Office was the

“ Confederates, " the late Mr. Edward Page, Inspector General of

Mails , being the president, and this club was afterwards succeeded

by the “ Owls. " The latter was a very powerful combination, but

not exclusively confined to the Post Office, although many of its

best players were drawn from the department . The head - quarters

were situated at Catford Bridge, a very pretty ground quite select

and private. The club include :! so many excellent batsmen and

bowlers that it was quite a rare occurrence to meet with a defeat

from the many powerful organizations encountered each season . A

most exciting victory was that obtained over the Surrey Club and

Ground by the narrow margin of one run only. The “ Owls ”

invariably went to Windsor on the Queen's Birthday to play the

Home Park Club, and many gallant struggles for victory have taken

place there. All the departmental matches were played at Catford

Bridge , and those members of the club who are readers of this

Magazine will recall with satisfaction the many good suppers furnished

at the Ravensbourne Arms under " mine worthy host " Hogwood .

The presidents of the club were Messrs . Edward Page and

F. Salisbury (father of the present Surveyor and Postmaster of

Liverpool) , and some of its keenest members were Messrs. Lang,

G. W. Smythe, C. P. Patey , Biscoe , Mitford , Scudamore, Chetwynd,

Kirkpatrick , Lindsay, M. W. Ker, Carter (the great bowler— " as

good as Morley ” - ) Batty, Hawkins, Kidd, W. H. Miller, Bulmer,

and many others. Mr. E. B. Graburn , who retired from the

Service this year, was the genial Secretary and Treasurer. The

“ Owls ” ceased in 1875 , on account of the ground being required

for building purposes.

Unfortunately in recent years the Post Office has not produced

any cricketers worthy of county or international honours , but in the

Office club there are several players taking high rank in club cricket.

Mr. W. P. Dodgson, of the Savings Bank Department, has played

for the Surrey colts ; Mr. W. H. Miller has assisted the M.C.C. ,

Mr. Westall has played some stylish innings in several good matches,

but perhaps the best all -round exponent of the game now assisting
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the club is Mr. F. K. Hirst , of the Savings Bank Department.

Mr. Hirst is a consistent and steady player, and is alike successful

with bat and ball . In 1895 he played in 14 innings with the

excellent average of 54.8 . In 1896 he again played in 14 innings ,

but with the decreased average of 28. In 1897 he only represented

his club four times. His batting average for the three years was

37'5 , and during the same period he secured 120 wickets at the cost

of 8 runs per wicket. During the past season Mr. Hirst has played

more frequently for Hampton Wick, owing to the Post Office Club

being temporarily deprived of a ground ; and for the former club ,

besides performing the hat trick on one occasion , he came out at the

end of the season with the best bowling average. His most brilliant

Mr. F. K. HIRST.

scoring was with the Post Office in August, 1895. In successive

innings he scored 102 not out, 73 , 88 not out, 98, 52 not out, and

45—an average of 152 ! In the score of 88 not out against Hampton

Wick he carried his bat through the innings on a sticky wicket, and

followed up this contribution by taking 6 'wickets for 26 runs. Mr.

Hirst is at all times a temperate man, but it may afford pleasure to

the advocates of temperance to know that he was a total abstainer

during this period .

The Gloucester Post Office Club contains within its ranks several

excellent cricketers. Mr. E T. Huggins (the popular honorary

secretary ), and Mr. C. S. Brewer, have regularly assisted the

Gloucester city team for several years . The former is , undoubtedly,

the best wicket-keeper in the district , and can also be relied upon
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to get runs. A press notice of one of the principal town matches,

last season, referred to Mr. Huggins ' display behind the wicket “

one of the features of the game. He did not give a single run away,

and got rid of several batsmen very smartly. ” Mr. Brewer is a

consistent bat, and is generally near the top of the batting averages

for the Office. As an indication of the strength of the Local Office

Eleven it may he remarked , that two years ago they defeated a fairly

powerful London official team after a good game, and were, also ,

successful against the strong official Clubs at Bristol and Cardiff.

Cycling is so generally indulged in by officials of the Post Office,

that it is not unexpected when one of its members comes to the

front as a leading rider in the crack racing club-Catford C.C.

MR. E. T. HUGGINS.

Mr. A. J. Cherry, of the Central Telegraph Office, is a member of

the Catford Cycling Club, and has raced for nearly ten years. He

was an annual competitor at the Civil Service Sports in the cycle

handicap, until the track at Stamford Bridge was proclaimed as

dangerous by the N.C.U. He has won many prizes at the best

meetings, and his riding has called forth the highest encomiums

from those most competent to judge. He has raced with marvellous

success during 1897 , as will be seen from the following list

of wins :

5 Miles Scratch , Southend, June 7th .

10 Miles Championship, Middlesex County, Wood Green,

July ist .

Half-Mile Handicap, Middlesex County, Wood Green, July 15th .
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1 Kilometre Handicap from Scratch , Copenhagen , July 25th .

1 Kilometre Handicap from Scratch , Copenhagen , August 2nd.

5 Miles Scratch, Charity Sports, Wood Green, August 14th.

10 Miles Scratch, Catford C.C. , Catford, August 19th.

10 Miles Scratch, Middlesex County Challenge Cup, Wood Green,

August 28th .

i Mile Championship, Catford C.C. , Catſord, September 8th .

50 Miles Championship , Middlesex County, Wood Green,

September 9th .

y

MR. A. Í. CHERRY ,

Another excellent rider is Mr. Wissenden, of the Secretary's office.

He has ridden with success in many races, and is the possessor of

several handsome trophies won in recent years.

It may not be uninteresting to mention that a late member of the

Hull Post Office - Mr. J. W. Stocks-has won more world's records

than any other man, holding thirty out of thirty -three world's records

up to thirty -three miles.

The Office contains a remarkable long distance runner in Mr.

G. A. Dunning, of the London Postal Service. It is not often that
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races are held now -a -days for distances over ten miles, but some

years ago , it was not unusual for contests to be held for races of

:wenty miles and upwards. Dunning commenced running in 1879,

and won a 3 miles Handicap at the Clapton Beagles Sports. In

the same year, he won the three Club Challenge Cup races for

5 , 10, and 20 miles, and eventually the cups became his property

as he repeated his successes in these races, three years in succession .

After running 40 miles in a race promoted by the London Athletic

Club, at Stamford Bridge, in 4 hours, 50 minutes, he was successful

MR. G. A. DUNNING.

in the following year, in winning the 4 Miles Open Handicap from

scratch, in 20 minutes, 3 i seconds. He followed this up by winning

the 20 Miles L.A.C. Open Handicap , in 1 hour , 58 minutes, 44

seconds, also from scratch , in January, 1881. Dunning's success in

this year was remarkable. In addition to several smaller races, he

was first in the Cross Country Championship of England, after a

most exciting race, beating Snook of the Moseley Harriers by a foot.

In July of the same year, he won the 10 Miles Amateur Champion

ship, at Birmingham , in 54 minutes , 34 seconds. His greatest
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achievement was in December, in the L.A.C. , 25 Miles Open Race,

which he won in 2 hours , 33 minutes, 44 seconds, beating the then

world's record for amateurs by 14 minutes, 58 seconds , and for

professionals by 2 minutes, 16 seconds.

After several successes from scratch in club races he won, in

February, 1883 , the North of the Thames Cross Country Champion

ship; and , a fortnight later, again won the Cross Country Championship

of England , after a fine race , beating that celebrated runner,

W. G. George of Worcester.

Mr. P. Plumstead , of the Accountant - General's Department , is an

athlete who delights in the healthful exercise of swimming, and in

this branch of athletics has won considerable distinction When

MR. P. PLUMSTEAD .

Honorary Secretary of the Goldsmith Institute Swimming Club , he

gained several prizes, including the Institute Championship in 1893.

In 1896 he secured the Postal Half Mile River Championship , and

was placed third in the 150 yards Breast Stroke Championship open

to all England, promoted by the Baths Club . He has played

regularly for Kent County at water polo since 1894 , and last year

was chosen as reserve for the South of England in the North v.

South match in London . This year Mr. Plumstead has been

elected Captain of the Goldsmith Institute Club , and is still

Honorary Secretary of the South East London Water Polo League,

which he founded a short time back .

In addition to his success as a swimmer, he has won numerous

prizes for rowing , cross country running and jumping.
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The Civil Service Rifle Volunteers ( 12th Middlesex) stands pre

eminent among Volunteer Corps for its record of men who are adepts

with military weapons , and without doubt this splendid position is

mainly due to the magnificent achievements of its Post Office

members. Of these , Mr. T. Phillip Hobbins, of the Accountant

General's Department, and Mr. Whitehurst , of the Confidential

Enquiry Branch , have the proud distinction of defeating the picked

representatives of Her Majesty's Auxiliary Forces , with the bayonet

and sabre respectively, at the last Annual Military Tournament at

the Royal Agricultural Hall . Mr. Hobbins is only a recruit, but his

success as a bayonet fighter stands out as a performance of excep

tional merit, most of his opponents being skilled veterans in the use

MR. T. PHILLIPS HOBBINS.

of the weapon . His successes include first in the Regimental

Competition in February, two firsts in the Novices Competition at

the Metropolitan Volunteer Schools of Arms Association in April,

and two firsts at the Royal Military Tournament, where he gained

the principal prize . Mr. Hobbins was distinctly unfortunate in not

being able to compete against the Colonials, owing to a regrettable

mistake on the part of the responsible officials. On the form

displayed in his previous contests he would most probably have

secured the coveted Empire prize. It should be mentioned

that he was also successful in obtaining the two principal prizes at

the Crystal Palace Yeomanry and Volunteer Tournament in July

last , and at the Regimental Competition this year secured three firsts

and one second prize.
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Mr. C. W. Whitehurst is a dextrous fighter with both sabre

and bayonet, but particularly with the former . At the Metropolitan

Tournament in 1896, he won the first prize, Sabre v. Sabre, and was

second with Sabre v. Bayonet. In the following year, in the same

competition, he won first honours with Bayonet v. Bayonet. In

1895 , 6 , and 7 he was a member of the C.S.R.V. Bayonet Fighting

Team, which was successful in all engagements. At the Royal

Military Tournament in 1895 he carried off the first prize, Bayonet v.

Sword (mounted) , and won the second prize with the Sabre.

continued successful in the same competition the following year, and

at the last Tournament, after some splendidly fought- out contests ,

secured first prize, Sabre v. Sabre. After this excellent achievement

MR. C. W. WHITEHURST.

he was chosen a member of the Home District Volunteer Fighting

Team in the combat with the detachment composed of Regulars of

the Home District at the Royal Military Tournament. In addition

to these fine performances Mr. Whitehurst is an excellent all round

athlete, playing football and lacrosse with much credit .

Other splendid fighting men are Messrs. Woolley, Brett , and Burn.

Mr. Woolley would be a most dangerous individual to meet as an

opponent. If he did not kill his man with a sabre or a bayonet, he

would probably dispose of him by breaking his neck by means of

one of his famous wrestling throws . He has successfully coached

innumerable teams for various competitions and is the holder of

many prizes. He is a grand wrestler, and has captained many

successful tug-of-war teams. In the cosy gymnasium at Somerset
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House Mr. F. J. Brett does good work by instructing Post Office and

other members of the Corps in general athletic work . He is a hard

worker, and for many years did yeoman service for the Civil Service

Rugby Club . The Post Office members of the 12th Middlesex have

not confined themselves to the use of military weapons only. There

are several good exponents of the art of boxing who have distin

guished themselves at various assaults-at-arms. Mr. C. S. Burn

represented his Corps in 1894 and gave a most creditable display

with Professor Hutchins. In further proof of general versatility and

the athletic capabilities of the Post Office fighting men , it may be

mentioned that Mr. J. E. Bone, a short time ago, played in a hard

MR. F. J. BRETT.

football match against Brighton at Brighton, and, after a short rest,

walked back to town in fourteen hours !

The Post Office has produced many famous oarsmen , but few good

coaches. Two members of the Accountant General's Department,

however, have obtained special recognition both as oarsmen and

coaches. Mr. E. B. Parlour first came into prominence in 1866 , as

a member of the “ Ino” Rowing Club . His first success was in

June of that year, when he secured the pair oared race. Between

1866 and 1872 he was a competitor in over sixty races and at various

regattas, winning a fair share. During this period he

successively deputy captain and captain, and won outright the Silver

Challenge Cup presented by the late Dr. Waller Lewis , then medical

officer to the Post Office. The conditions of this race were a first

class four oared race without coxswain , to be rowed for yearly, the

was
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cup to become the property of the stroke winning three times in

succession . His success was not confined to the Thames, as he

secured the White Rose Challenge Cup at York Regatta and the

City Challenge Cup at Bath Regatta - both handsome trophies . In

addition to rowing No. 7 in the crew for the Thames Challenge Cup

in 1872 , he successfully coached various regatta crews , including the

winning eight for the Thames Challenge Cup at Henley.

In 1874 Mr. Parlour became a member of the London Rowing

Club, and rowed No. 4 in the Grand Challenge crews of 1874-5-6 ,

and also represented the same club at the various Thames Regattas

during those years. His successes during this period included the

MR. E. B. PARLOUR .

Grand Challenge Cup in 1874, and the Senior Fours at Kingston in

the following year. Continuing his excellent form , he was elected

Secretary of the Badge Committee, and a member of the L.R.C.

Committee, and acted as vice-captain in 1880. Most of his spare

time was devoted to coaching the new members - notably the Junior

Eight for the Metropolitan Regatta. His last big race was in a

twelve oared race for prizes presented by Lord Londesborough,

which Mr. Parlour's crew won easily. In 1884 and 1885 his success

as a coach led to him receiving special invitations from the Copen

hager and Christiana Rowing Clubs to introduce the London style

of rowing. In 1886 he.coached the Danish crew for the regatta held

at Holbech, near Copenhagen, but his pupils were just beaten by

the Swedish crew after a capital race. In recognition of his valuable
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assistance he was presented with a magnificent album, with the

following inscription :

“ Til Erindring om Christiana Roklub 1885,"

mounted in silver devices representing portions of a boat, &c.

Mr. Parlour, in addition to his river work , has done yeoman

service as a volunteer. He joined the ist Battalion of the City of

Norwich R.V. as early as September, 1859 , and continued his

service in the Civil Service Rifles until October, 1896-a truly

unique record . He has gained over a hundred prizes, many the

result of splendidly fought out finishes.

MR. L. MACLEAN .

After all this hard work Mr. Parlour is not content to simply watch

others. He is wedded to the river, and his happiest days are those

spent in his dinghy exploring the Thames between Oxford and

Cricklade.

Those sportsmen who remember Mr. L. Maclean's good work as

an oarsman and successful coach , must always experience regret that

so splendid an athlete was never able to row in the Grand Challenge

Eights at Henley, simply owing to lack of weight. Still , Mr.

Maclean's successes in other events have been sufficiently good and

numerous to afford him some compensation for this disappointment.

His earliest appearance as an oarsman was at Grove Park in 1873,
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where he was a winner in the four oared race. Later he was successful

in the Junior Fours at Staines Regatta. In 1876 he rowed in the

Thames Challenge Cup at Henley for Grove Park, and the same

year was successful in the Junior Senior Eights at the Barnes and

Mortlake and Kingston Regattıs respectively. In 1877-8 he rowed

with varying success his two best races, in the latter year being for

Grove Park in the Senior Fours (with cox) , when he rowed bow and

defeated a strong Thames crew , composed of four of the men who

won the Henley Grand Challenge, and when he stroked the winning

crew in the four oared race for the Starling Plate. In 1879 he was

stroke in most of the successful engagements of Grove Park , and

won his heat when representing the London Rowing Club in the

race for the Montennis Sculls . In the following year he won the

Junior Sculls (nine entries) at Kingston Regatta, and only lost by a

foot the Senior Sculls at Barnes and Mortlake Regatta. He

handsomely atoned for this reverse by winning the Grove Park

Senior Sculls and the Handicap Sculls of the London Rowing Club

from scratch.

Mr. Maclean's connexion with the London Rowing Club began in

1881 , when he steered and won the first race of the season—the

Londesborough non- cox Fours , which success he repeated in 1882-5

and 1887. He rowed bow, and won the Grand Challenge Eights at

Reading n 1882 , beating Thames, who had previously won the

Grand Challenge Cups at Henley, after a grand race by a third of a

length, and later was equally successful in beating Thames over the

In the next year he stroked the Thames Cup Eight

for Henley, beating Oxford and Trinity Hall , but succumbing in the

final to Chester . At the following Henley he rowed bow in the

Thames Challenge Cup , winning from six crews, and was equally

successful in the same event two years later. In · 1886 he was

unfortunate in losing, through a foul, the Garrick Pairs at Moulsey

Regatta, but was in the winning Challenge Fours at Bedford, after

rowing in four heats . In the Wyfold Challenge Cup at Henley in

1887 , his boat won the heat in the fastest time on record , but, strange

to relate, suffered defeat the following day by a crew from Pembroke

College, who lowered the previous day's record . Practically his last

appearance was in the Senior Pairs in the London Rowing Club in

1888, which he steered and won by three quarters of a length after

two hard races—the final fought to a finish .

Mr. Maclean invariably rowed with plenty of grit and judgment,

and his style always commended itself to those most qualified to

same course.
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judge. For many years he has coached with success, and his

experience and advice are greatly valued by those younger members

of the club to which he has rendered such signal service . It should

be mentioned that he has won over 60 prizes.

At the last Annual Meeting of the London Rowing Club, Mr.

L. Maclean was re-elected a member of the Committee , and Mr.

E. B. Parlour a member of the Special Committee for the purpose

of coaching.

Mr. W. Eugène Hoult, late of Dover, but now appointed to the

Relay Office at Lowestoft, is an athlete who simply hungers for

sport, particularly that branch of athletics which embraces sailing

and boating. As a yachtsman he has distinguished himself by

MR. W. EUGÈNE HOULT .

winning many prizes on the East Coast. When Honorary Secretary

of the Dover Sailing Club he won in 1889 the first prize, including

a silver challenge cup, with his half -decked centre board Hammer

smith Racer the “ Sunflower. ” In 1890-2 he was extremely successful

with his Cruiser Racer the 6 Ondine." Out of thirty -six races

during this period , he was successful on sixteen occasions, being

placed in the remaining events. His successes included two firsts

won from scratch . Two years in succession ( 1892-3) Mr. Hoult

won the first prize at Dover Regatta against all comers . In the

former year he was also second at the Deal Regatta open race,

and third at the Ramsgate Regatta, open to the Coast .
After

being elected Vice-Commodore of the above club, chiefly through

his instrumentality, the Cinque Ports Sailing Club was successfully
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formed in 1895. Mr. Hoult's last boat , the “ Queen Mab,” was

not a success . Being of the frying pan style she was not suited to

heavy sea work , and in one race, in which her owner was sailing

single handed , she “ turned turtle ,” and the subject of this notice

was only saved from a watery grave by the courage of a friend, who

received the Royal Humane Society's Certificate. Nearly all Mr.

Hoult's racing has taken place in Dover Bay, over a course eight

miles in length . He has, however, done a great deal of cruising,

being a well -known figure on the Thames and Medway, and on the

Norfolk and Suffolk Broads .

As a cyclist he has done but little racing, but most certainly came

to the fore in the race for the Championship of Dover , when owing

to his sea legs not being accustomed to the peculiarities of the now

obsolete “ ordinary” he was pitched over the handle-bars—a close

second in the race.

Mr. Hoult assisted in forming the Dover Lacrosse Club, and was

elected Honorary Secretary. A sculler, a cricketer, and a "terrible "

forward in Rugby football, he can lay just claim to the title of

athlete, but his numerous friends will best remember him as a clever

yachtsman and an energetic official in most of the regattas on the

Kentish Coast .

Accountant General's Department. Ernest A. MAY.

( To be continued .)

The writer wishes to thank those readers who have kindly furnished

him with information for this article . He will be glad to hear of

any exceptional performances by Post Office officials in the Provinces ,

Scotland, Ireland , and the Colonies .
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Shadows of the Past.

N 1869 Mr. Plumbe was postmaster of the good town of

Mansfield, near which , in his retirement from business

of all kinds, he still resides. At that time , young Mr.

W. A. Plumbe, now head of the Sherwood Press in

Mansfield, had not settled down definitely to any profession .
He

was his father's right hand in many things and was specially attracted

-fascinated, one might say, by the business of the Post Office. He

seemed to have a natural gift for divining circulation and other

postal mysteries ; so much so , that when , on one occasion , the time

honoured sorter, who had the habit of making up the night mail

single -handed and carefully keeping all knowledge of routes of

letters and rules of the road to himself, was absent through illness ,

Mr. William threw himself zealously into the gap, framed a circula

tion out of his own head , and triumphantly assorting the letters by

his own method , sent off the Mansfield night mail to time !

Among other useful arts, Mr. Plumbe, junr. , had taught himself

the single needle telegraph alphabet in the same way as I had ,

twenty years before, taught myself the double needle code, from

a dummy model.

Now, as soon as the Telegraph Act of 1869 had become law

which it did towards the end of the session—it was arranged that if

any one of the private telegraph companies had as tenants to yield

up occupation of rented premises, they were not to hire others, but

to move—lock, stock, and barrel-into the local post office.

Accordingly, one morning, a telegraph lineman made his

appearance at the Mansfield Post Office with a single needle instru

ment under one arm, a galvanic battery under the other, and a coil

of wire around his neck . He merely uttered these cabalistic words :

“ I'm going to join you up to the Nottingham Sheffield wire,” and

“ joined ” them up accordingly. This done , away went the official,

leaving the captain and the crew of the Mansfield Post Office to act

as they thought best.

A general impression was abroad-correct as far as it went—that

the telegraph companies ' officers would attend to engineering details ,

and the surveyors and others in the Department to manipulation ,

discipline, and finance. But the time had not come for the latter to
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act . So no provision had been made at the Mansfield Post Office

for caring for this rather astonishing, though very welcome " little

stranger.” The result in this case, in which one half of the trans

action was duly cared for and the other left out in the cold, reminds

me of a fact which 'came under my own observation fifty years ago

at St. Martin's - le-Grand. There the department of Woods and

Forests cleaned the outside of the windows of the old building,

and another department the inside. As the respective offices rarely

could, or did , join hands on the same day, one side of the window

pane might be bright while the other was left in semi-opacity to

transmit light as it best could.

There is nothing like an emergency for bringing out the resources

of capable people . Vague rumours had already reached Mansfield

of the Postmaster-General's intention to go into business as

telegraphist, and here was a shadow in earnest of the coming event.

Was the postmaster of Mansfield the man to throw difficulties in the

way of a great national change, simply because he had no instructions ,

no forms, no tariff, nor anything wherewith to conduct telegraphy

except his own and his son's brains ? Certainly not ! Besides, was

it not possible, if not wholly probable, that a few hundreds of

pounds a year might be added for telegraphic responsibility to

the postmaster's modest stipend ? Mansfield was famous in my

school-days for its dealings in malt ; so its postmaster naturally

inclined to that which no doubt would be meal to his own particular

mill !

Father and son soon concocted what they deemed a reasonable

tariff - a shilling for fifty miles, eighteenpence for a hundred , two

shillings for two hundred, half- a -crown for all above , addresses free ;

porterage - well, that depended on circumstances. Then without

a scrap of instructions , a single official form , or any knowledge of

prefixes, code -times, calls for other stations than their own -- in fact,

ignorant of everything but a bare knowledge of the single needle

alphabet, they calmly awaited custom .

Soon the needle rattled . “ Here I am , ” said Mansfield .

are you ? ”

“ NG , ” was the reply.

" What does that mean ? ” asked Mansfield . On which the

Nottingham telegraphist behaved in a way which it was not possible

to follow . The very instrument seemed to be in a passion ! It

worked so fast, and was so anti-colloquial , that the student of the

French language of the school of Stratford -atte - Bow might as well

66 Who

L
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have attempted to follow the railroad speed of the speech of the

native whom he encountered on the soil of France for the first time,

as for Mansfield to decipher Nottingham's excited signals. At last,

fortunately, the distant clerk calmed down somewhat, and made

signs , which, after frequent repetitions, were identified as “ DP.”

In despair of understanding this cabalistic signal , Mansfield boldly

said “ Go on ,” and picked up a few scattered words, but with no

connected meaning. At last the signals came to an end - Mansfield

being left to ruminate on the mystery of the proceeding. Some

hours afterwards came another call , and this time Mansfield was

asked to “ Send Tots.” Who or what were “ Tots " did not appear.

At last it was explained that a return of the total number of

messages received and delivered during the day was required .

“ Oh ! ” said Mansfield, “ Tots nil. ”

“ But I sent you a message for delivery some hours ago. ”

“ Was that a message ? ”

“ Yes, certainly .”

“ Well, I couldn't make head or tail of it ; send it me again .” So

it was sent again , written out on a scrap of scribbling paper, enclosed

in a plain blue envelope, and delivered by the first street boy who

could be caught for the purpose. It lay on the desk of the office at

which it was delivered for another day without being opened.

regarded as a note of no importance. Such was the fate of the first

telegraphic message sent to Mansfield under semi-postal auspices.

But this was not young Mr. Plumbe's last nor his chiefest essay ;

far from it . His prime effort remains still to be told .

No middle-aged person will forget the period of suspense and

anxiety which the Nation went through when, early in the winter of

1871 , the Heir Apparent to the Throne was laid low by a dangerous

and protracted illness . Nor will any official on duty in the old

Central Telegraph Station lose recollection of the heavy burden

of telegrams which the TS - Wolferton circuit had to bear daily

until the crisis of the sad illness at Sandringham had happily passed

by. Do Miss Jater and Miss Lott yet preserve the memory of their

own effective efforts to keep delay down and the wire clear ? I, at

any rate, remember them.

There was no duplex ” in those days, and to the ceaseless rush

of telegrams going east there was the unending counterflow of

answers coming west ; so I fear that, strive how the operators on the

wire at both ends might, few of the forms escaped notation of " prior

codes press of business.”

It was

or
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The Royal invalid was not unmindful at a later date of what the

busy bees of the TS (Central Telegraph Station ) hive (nor, I may

add, of the strenuous workers at Wolferton ) had laboured, not

unsuccessfully, to do ; and when, after convalescence, H.R.H. paid

a visit to TS and was taken to the circuit which had done so much

good work, he said kindly things to the young telegraphists who had

not spared themselves in the young Prince's service. But I

anticipate .

Mr. William Plumbe was alone in the post office at Mansfield on

early duty, between 7 and 8 o'clock on the morning of Sunday, the

I oth December, 1871. The telegraph instrument , now transformed

into an ink writer, signalled for attention. He answered the call.

Then the Nottingham clerk said , in effect :

“We have a long and special message for you—a Prayer for the

recovery of the Prince of Wales to be offered in all churches in

your district this very day."

“ Go on ,” said Mansfield, and young Mr. Plumbe himself read off

and wrote down the 250 or 300 words which the prayer contained ;

made copies for each place of worship-St. Peter's, St. John's , St.

Mark's (No ! by the way, St. Mark's was not then built), and others,

and placed a copy in the hands of each minister, before the morning

services began.

The message had in addition to be telegraphed by single-needle

telegraph to such of the sub - offices as were then connected. The

great difficulty in dealing with this message, single-handed, was that

Mr. Plumbe was continually called away from the instrument to deliver

private-box letters at the counter. He was unable, therefore, to

write the message from sound, but had to read it from the tape which

he allowed to run. Before all was done the tiny instrument-room

was half filled with the green paper ribbon of those days, curling and

twining about the floor as it ran from the instrument ; and the picking

up of what was literally the “ thread ” of the discourse, was, for an

amateur, a feat not easily accomplished.

Now the history of the final cause of that telegraphic achievement

is not a little remarkable. The transfer of the Telegraphs to the

State had taken place, as all the world knows, nominally on the 29th

of January, but actually on the 5th of February, 1870 ; so that on

the occasion of the severe illness of the Heir Apparent, the Post

Office had full command of the telegraphic resources of the country .

On Saturday , the 9th December, 1871 , Her Majesty's Most

Honourable Privy Council met in the Council Chamber at Whitehall .
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The Lords present were His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury,

the Lord Chancellor, the Lord President, the Bishop of London,

Mr. Secretary Bruce , the Prime Minister (Mr. W. E. Gladstone) ,

and the Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland , Mr. Wº. E.

Forster.

Their Lordships ordered that the Archbishop should prepare a

special form of Prayer for the recovery of His Royal Highness the

Prince of Wales, to be used in all churches and chapels in England

and Wales, and in the town of Berwick-upon-Tweed, on the following

day, Sunday, the roth .

Orders were given to the Queen's Printers ,to print a competent

number of copies to be forthwith sent round and read as directed .

But it was Saturday—how far the day had waned when the Council

at length rose, I do not know. The Prayer, which had then to be

drawn up, contained, with its prefaces, not far short of three hundred

words. The Printers had to arrange the text of the prayer in three

pages, and they needed some hours for composing it in type, and

printing the requisite copies. The latter had to be done, too, at a .

time when the compositors and pressmen of Messrs. George Eyre

and Richard Spottiswoode , Printers to the Queen's Most Excellent

Majesty, would be, to a great extent, if not altogether, off duty. The

night mail was appointed to start from St. Martin's-le-Grand at

8 o'clock ; all the London postmen would leave for the night,

starting on their last delivery soon after 7 o'clock.

At 6.30 p.m. , Sir Arthur Helps, Clerk of the Most Honourable

Privy Council, found it impossible to get a supply of prints in time

for the ordinary deliveries of the Metropolitan post that evening, nor

even in time for despatch by the night mail to the Provinces . He

appealed to the Post Office for aid . Then was seen the public

utility of an active and intelligent Clerk - in -Waiting, armed with full

power to do between 4 p.m. and 10 a.m. all , or almost all, that the

Postmaster General himself could do . A capable and energetic

official, Mr. Richard Eyre Lambert, was “ in waiting " that night at

the General Post Office. On receiving the appeal , he conceived the

plan of utilizing the telegraph messenger force in the delivery of the

Prayer to churches in the Metropolis. No sooner was the idea

formed, than Mr. Lambert, with masterly adroitness, put it into

execution . About five hundred and fifty beneficed clergy had to be

supplied with copies . About that number of prints, in unfolded

sheets, were got in driblets straight from the press. These were

folded - put inside as many telegraph message envelopes-sent up
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by cabs to the district post offices, and delivered (all but a handful)

by special messenger before midnight. An official attached to the

telegraph branch of the Secretary's office — Mr. Irvine-rendered

effective help.

There were still the provincial churches of England and Wales to

think of. The mail had gone - hardly a score of copies were

available. Another happy thought struck the Clerk - in -Waiting. He

would distribute these copies in the telegraph galleries and telegraph

the contents to all telegraph offices. So spirits were “ summoned

from the vasty deep ”-i.e. , the Central Telegraph Office (then in

Telegraph Street) , a mile off — and by almost superhuman efforts

the Prayer was telegraphed to the clergy in nearly all the large towns

that night, and to all other telegraph offices as they re-opened at

seven or eight o'clock the next morning.

This was how the Special Prayer for the recovery from illness of

His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales reached Mansfield on

Sunday, December 10th , 1871 . HORS DE COMBAT.

The Post Office has been tried—if not in the balances , in the scales—and has

not been found wanting . We recently dispatched a post card from an East-coast

watering place, addressed as follows :

66

“Miss W ,
>

Post Office ,

Cumberland.”

Notwithstanding the absence of any time signature , the communication reached

the addressee (at Seascale) with commendable promptitude. Who will say that

the knowledge of music is not advancing in the country even amongst men

of letters ? - The Musical Times.
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Mr. H. C. Fischer, C.M.G.

new.

NE by one the veterans of the Telegraph Service are

following each other into retirement. Not so long ago

it was Mr. Henry Eaton , a close colleague of Mr.

Fischer's, whose loss we had to deplore ; and about the

same time Mr. Whittingham , of Liverpool, and Mr. Midgley, of

Glasgow , bade us adieu. More recently Mr. Gray, the Controller

at Edinburgh, withdrew into retirement ; and but the other day Mr.

Lumsden, of the Engineering Department, hauled down the flag

which he had flown for so many years on the “ Monarchs ” old and

All these dated back to the early fifties, or even earlier than

that. They had all done pioneer work, and in that sense they can

never have any successors. Nor can Mr. Fischer, whose retirement

took place about the middle of February last, under circumstances

which must have been peculiarly gratifying to him. Mr. Fischer's

“ record ” does not consist so much in the absolute length of his

service, as in the fact that he is the only Controller whom the

Central Telegraph Office has known, and that he has held the post

for the long period of twenty-eight years. In fact, he created the

post, as the well-graced actor creates the part, and he quits the stage

with the laurels thick on his capacious brow. There is nothing of

the “superfluous lagging ” veteran about him, for he looks as strong

and sturdy as ever he did, and he gracefully declined the honour of

becoming an “ Indispensable.” Troops of official friends, from the

Postmaster-General and Sir Spencer Walpole downward, crowded

to his room to bid him adieu, and to congratulate him upon the

roomful of presents showered upon him as a send-off.” Valuable

as most of these gifts were intrinsically, their greatest value in

Mr. Fischer's eyes must be that they came from all sorts and

conditions of persons, male and female, from his personal friends

in the Post Office unconnected with his own department, down to

the messengers who waited upon him while he was in office at

St. Martin's - le -Grand. Nothing could have been simpler, or in

better taste ; nothing more befitting the occasion, or the man.

A good deal of water has passed under the bridges since Henry

Charles Fischer landed on the Thames from his native Hanover

more than forty years ago. He commenced his telegraphic career

in the service of the Hanoverian Government in 1852 , and four
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years later, viz . , in 1856 , he came to London and entered the

service of the late Electric and International Telegraph Company.

He was originally in the Foreign Gallery, “ F.G." as it was called in

those days, and we can easily imagine how a youth of his nationality

would feel himself in his element there. Writing to me a short

time ago, he says : “ When I first came to London, in 1856, the

Foreign Gallery was located in a small slip of a room looking into

St. Margaret's Churchyard, Lothbury, and of the three cable wires

which were then in working order, two were worked to the Electric

and International Company's Telegraph Office in Amsterdam (which

went under the name of · English Amsterdam ' ) , while on the third

wire the Government Office at Amsterdam put us through to

Hamburg and other distant offices. On Sundays, when the

Continental wires were idle, I frequently amused myself by getting

through to distant offices, such as St. Petersburg and Moscow, and

on one occasion I succeeded in getting through to Constantinople

direct, with whom I held a lengthy conversation, a copy of which I

afterwards heard was sent to the Turkish Government. • Crom '

Varley took a great interest in these long distance speaking

experiments, and sent an account of them to the newspapers at the

time ; but I have unfortunately mislaid the press cuttings." I

wonder how many present day telegraph people ever heard of

“ Crom ” Varley, or, to be more precise, Cromwell Fleetwood

Varley, the “ bright, particular star ” of the early telegraph days,

and probably the greatest genius ever associated with scientific

telegraphy ? It was one of his staff at Balmoral who, some forty

years ago or more, arranged with us at Edinburgh to put him

through to London one fine summer Sunday morning, and I have

no doubt it was Mr. Fischer, who, amusing himself in his wonted

fashion at " F.G.," put him through to Berlin , thus enabling Her

Majesty to have a long chat with her daughter, the Princess Royal,

at the palace of Potsdam. There is, or was, a curious freemasonry

about telegraphy, and I, too, used to take advantage of the quiet of

Sunday mornings to get through from Edinburgh to London on the

old Double Needle (no inconsiderable feat in those days) and have

a chat with a whilom colleague, Donald McDonald, who went by

the sobriquet of “ Soho , " and was stationed at Strand, the old

“ S.D., " now known as “ West Strand,” which has never closed its

doors, night or day, for half a century or more !

On various special occasions, such as those in connection with the

visits of royal personages to the English Court, &c . Mr. Fischer
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was deputed by the Electric Company to make the necessary

arrangements for telegraphing the royal messages. On one of these

occasions he went to Osborne , and on another, when the birth of the

Queen's first grandchild (the present Emperor of Germany) was

anticipated , he proceeded to Windsor Castle, opening up direct

communication with Berlin , and remaining at the Castle until after

the event , which took place on 27th January, 1859. Continuing his

letter to me, Mr. Fischer says : - “ I still retain a lively recollection,

when Superintendent of the Foreign Department , of the tremendous

excitement at certain momentous crises in the American War. There

was such a strong desire to be first in the field to obtain news from

America , that several of the newspapers used to hire tenders to

intercept the Mail Steamers when approaching Cork Harbour, and

obtain the news. Then followed a race to be first at Roches Point

Telegraph Office, from whence the messages were telegraphed to the

old Foreign Gallery, and subsequently sent out, sheet by sheet, for

publication in the special editions of the London papers. This was ,

of course, before the laying of the first Atlantic Cable . The

American War ended in April, 1865 , while the laying of the first

Atlantic Cable was not completed uniil the 28th July, 1866 , on which

date communication was established with a tariff of £20 for 20 words.

This rate was reduced on the ist November, 1866 , to £ 10 for 20

words, and further reduced on the ist December, 1867 , to five

guineas for 10 words. ”--It is now a shilling a word ! Mr. Fischer

had , meanwhile , become Superintendent of the Inland as well as the

Foreign Telegraphic Department at Telegraph Street, and when, in

1870, the different systems were taken over by the Post Office, he

was selected to combine and control them under one manage

ment. The task was not an easy one, for the instruments of each of

the systems spoke a different language, the Electric being represented

by the Morse printer, the United Kingdom by the Type printer, the

Magnetic by the Bell, and the London District by the Single Needle.

It was a very babel of sounds and signals , clicking, jerking, tinkling,

as each of the instruments came into play, and only a practised ear

could tell that what sounded like confusion was really concert .

Previous to this stage , of course, the wires of the different systems

had to be concentrated on Telegraph Street, and in this great work,

Mr. Fischer had the enthusiastic co -operation of Mr. H. Eaton , with

whom he was associated as colleague for many years afterwards.

Who that was present on the occasion , can ever forget the night of

the transfer at “ old T.S.” ? Mr. Scudamore was there, and almost
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his first act was to assist in the demolition of the sacred “ pulpit ”

from which Mrs. Craig, the Superintendent of the Female Staff, used

to exercise her gentle sway. It took up too much room, and it had

to go. Then, poor A. B. Cooke, with a saw in one hand and a plank

in the other, might be seen playing the part of amateur carpenter,

and trying to construct a check table near where the tubes were

worked in the old office . Some of us played the part of collectors,

others of check clerks, others of general utility men, and over the

whole scene hovered the anxious face of the Controller, who would

lead Mr. Scudamore away at intervals to his room downstairs, where

he might snatch a few minutes' sleep on a sofa. This was repeated

night after night for nearly a fortnight, till both Mr. Scudamore and

Mr. Fischer were nearly worn out. But neither of them gave in

until the service was fairly settled down, and the infuriated public

and pressmen were soothed, if not satisfied, with a gradually

improving transmission of telegrams. But it was only a lull , for the

strike of telegraphists in 1871 threw everything into confusion again ,

and dragged Mr. Scudamore back to his vigil in Telegraph Street.

It fell to me to proceed to Manchester and Liverpool in connection

with this unfortunate matter, and I remember how I would be

receiving instructions over the wire at all hours of the night, Mr.

Scudamore dictating them to Mr. Fischer at the London end. But

this matter, too, resolved itself after a time, and there was compara

tive quietness until the next great move -- practically a second transfer

-took place.

It was at the beginning of 1874 that the removal from Telegraph

Street to St. Martin's - le -Grand took place. In a sense, this was a

more extensive operation , so far as London was concerned , than the

transfer itself, for both wires and instruments were greatly more

numerous than in 1870, and there was the extensive pneumatic

system to be dealt with . But here, again , the enthusiastic co-opera

tion of Messrs. Fischer and Eaton secured a most triumphant success.

Superstitious people might have predicted failure, from the fact that

the “ house -warming ” was held before the “ flitting ” took place .

This house-warming took the form of a great function - one of those

regal displays in which the Chief delighted to which " all the world

and his wife ” were bidden . All the world came, and the thing was

simply killed by success. I dare venture to say, speaking from my own

experience as one of the Stewards, that Mr. Fischer would rather live

the transfer over again than live that dreadful night !
But we

survived it, and in a very few days we were in the thick of the
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removal from old to new T.S. This took place on a Saturday night,

and Mr. Fischer reminds me how he and I marched at the head of

the men from Telegraph Street to St. Martin's-le-Grand, somewhere

between nine and ten p.m. At the latter hour the night wires were

all got through without a hitch, and by eight a.m. , on Sunday, nearly

two hundred “ circuits ” were in operation. All day on Sunday the

work proceeded, and by ten p.m. it was practically complete, and

everything in readiness for the business of the following morning.

It was a brilliant piece of work in every way, and when, towards

TELEGRAPHS

movin
g

power

midnight, Messrs. Fischer, Eaton and I took refreshment at a well

known hostelry close by, we toasted the “ Moving Power, " without

which these enthusiastic operations would have been impossible.

Another change, in which Mr. Fischer naturally took special

interest, was the transfer of the Submarine wires from Throgmorton

Avenue to St. Martin's-le -Grand, which took place in 1889. Once

more he was head both of the Inland and Foreign communications

of the country, and he must have reflected how the “ little one ” had

become a giant since the days when he amused himself by speaking

to Constantinople from the " slip of a room looking into St. Margaret's

Churchyard, Lothbury.” Now, the foreign division of the Central
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Office is one of its most important branches, carrying on direct

communication with Paris , Berlin , Amsterdam , Brussels , Vienna , and

even Rome itself ; and in Mr. Fischer's own words to an interviewer,

a telegram may be sent now from St. Martin's -le-Grand as direct to

Rome as to Pall Mall or Bermondsey." Other minor changes, such

as the removal of a portion of the Inland Circuits upstairs, and of the

pneumatic tubes downstairs, have been carried out in Mr. Fischer's

time ; and, in fact, it may almost be said that the whole of the building

known as the" G.P.O. West, ” is now devoted to telegraphic purposes.

m
a
n

The
The British Representative

It contains a “ population ” equal to that of a good-sized town, con

sisting of men, women, boys, girls, all of whom looked up to the

Controller as their friend as well as their Field Marshal, Commanding

in - Chief. No such immediate, personal command exists throughout

the Service, and Mr. Fischer may well be congratulated on having

held it for nearly a generation.

No review of Mr. Fischer's career would be complete which did not

take into account his services in connection with the International

Telegraph Conference, of which I think he was the doyen. He has

attended these Conferences for five and twenty years, or more,
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never

H

1

and a spirited caricature , representing him on the eve of his

departure for St. Petersburg in 1875 , helps to illustrate this

paper. It has only been given to a few of his colleagues to

see him in the capacity of British Delegate, and to note how,

amongst a body of picked men from all quarters of the Globe,

he held his own, and came out head and shoulders above

most of his confrères. Never had this country a more loyal

representative ; one more thoroughly conversant with the

subject in hand ; and never a more persistent defender of her

interests — interests , be it remembered, not merely of the Post

Office, and of the senders of telegrams, but of the cable enterprizes

whose fingers clutch the world . My old friend Mr. Lamb, who at

Budapest presided over the “ Commission des Tarifs ” .La sort of

“ Committee of the whole House," attended by all the Delegates

has told me of the satisfaction he always felt in looking at that part

of the hall of the Academy where Messrs. Fischer and Benton,

accompanied by their Secretary Mr. Mackay, sat as representatives of

Great Britain ; and how sure he was that these men, in their respective

spheres, would shew themselves among the best. But it was not

merely in the meetings of the Conference that Mr. Fischer's great

qualities appeared . As doyen he had delicate duties to perform

elsewhere , and discharged them in a manner which gained for him

the goodwill and the thanks of all his colleagues. In private houses ,

too , he was a great favourite, possessing the happy knack of saying

the right thing at the right time, and of placing everybody at their

On one occasion he and others were invited to spend a day

and a night at a country house not far from the Hungarian Capital,

and he felt moved to express his sense of the kindness which had

been lavished on them by their host. Rising at one of the meals, and

expressing his regret that he had not a more complete command of

the French language, he carried all before him by placing his hand to

his breast and saying “ J'ai oublié mon dictionnaire de poche, mais je

n'ai pas oublié mon cour.” “ Such,” concludes Mr. Lamb,

Fischer in these distant scenes—a vigorous upholder of his country's

honour, a loyal unselfish colleague, and a charming companion .”

For his services in connection with these conferences Mr. Fischer

was, in 1896 , created a Companion of the Order of St. Michael and

St. George, having already been made a Knight of the Order of

Dannebrog by His Majesty the King of Denmark. He was also a

recipient of the Jubilee Medal for his services in connexion with the

transmission of the Queen's message to her people throughout the

ease .

was
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world on Diamond Jubilee Day, he having handed to Her Majesty

the electric push-piece by which the wires were actuated at the

Central Office. It is an open secret, I believe, that but for certain

regulations affecting such matters, both Mr. Fischer and Mr. Lamb

would have received a high honour at the hands of the Emperor-King

for their services in connection with the Budapest Conference . But

honours of this kind have not greatly affected the subject of this

notice, who is just the same hearty , bluff, buoyant fellow that we have

always known him .

Nothing succeeds like success in a general way, a dictum which

applies equally to the Civil Service as to other walks of life. But a

higher standard must be applied to Mr. Fischer's career, for what has

succeeded in his case has been a thorough knowledge of his work , a

well-balanced judgment, and the possession of a mind of his own.

He was , too, a somewhat rare example of geniality and grit, of

bonhomie and business -like firmness. He could unbend without

undoing himself, and he could be strenuous without being needlessly

stern or straitlaced . These were precisely the qualities required

in his great position, which was beset with difficulties, if not with

dangers, during most of his term of office ; and it will be long ere the

Department sees a better Officer ; or the Telegraph Staff a better

friend. I daresay he will miss his work, but, as he remarked to an

interviewer, he has his home and his garden at Bromley in Kent to

fall back on . Having seen him in the enjoyment of these, I venture

to predict that he will have a happy and peaceful retirement. Au

revoir ! “ H.C.F.” as we used to call thee when you and I were “ boys

together ” more than a quarter of a century ago. R. W. J.

Before retiring from the Controllership of the Central Telegraph

Office, Mr. Fischer, in company with Mrs. and Miss Fischer, held an

informal reception in his room , on the afternoons of the roth and

11th of February, for the purpose of saying farewell to the numerous

members of his staff, and to friends and colleagues in other branches

of the Post Office. The room was somewhat deprived of its usual

official appearance by the handsome presents which had been .

showered upon Mr. Fischer, and which were tastefully displayed on

the tables .

A large number of the past and present members of the staff of

the Central Telegraph Office availed themselves of this opportunity

of saying goodbye, and of viewing the presents ; while among the
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higher officials of the Post Office who attended the informal ceremony

during the afternoons were the Postmaster General, Sir Spencer

Walpole, Sir Robert Hunter, Mr. Lamb, Mr. Lewin Hill, Mr. Cardin,

Mr. Preece, Mr. Yeld, Mr. Ardron, Mr. Badcock, Mr. Langton, Mr.

Hookey, Colonel Raffles Thompson, Mr. Hall, Mr. Bundy, and .

many others.

The following is a list and description of the presents received by

Mr. Fischer :

1. - From Mr. Fischer's Personal staff, and the Controlling and

Supervising officers ( male and female), past and present, of the

Central Telegraph Office. - Five silver candelabra, the centre - piece

bearing the following inscription :

“ Presented as a token of esteem and respect to Henry Charles

Fischer, C.M.G., on his retirement from the Controllership of the

Central Telegraph Office, by his Personal staff and the Controlling

and Supervising officers (male and female) of that office. February,

1898.”

2.–From the Female staff of the Central Telegraph Office. - A

brown leather gladstone dressing bag, containing silver stoppered

cut glass bottles and silver mounted fittings, each article being

engraved with a monogram of the letters H.C.F.

3.-From members of the Male staff of the Central Telegraph

Office.-- A smoker's cabinet, of polished coromandel wood, with

silver fittings, and engraved as follows on a silver plate :

“Presented to Henry Charles Fischer, Esq., C.M.G., on his retire

ment from the Controllership of the Central Telegraph Office,

London, by somemembers of the Male staff, as a token of their

esteem and goodwill. February, 1898."

4.–From the officers of the late Submarine Telegraph Company,

who were transferred to the service of the Post Office (Central

Telegraph Office ) in April , 1889.-A solid silver cigar box (cedar

wood lined) bearing an engraved centre-piece representing a cable
in which was inscribed :

“ Presentedby the officers of the late Submarine Telegraph

Company to H. C. Fischer, Esq. , C.M.G., on his retirement from

the Controllership of the Central Telegraph Office, in grateful

recognition of his valuable services in their cause and as a token

of their high appreciationof his uniform kindness and impartiality

during their service in the Post Office . February, 1898."

5.–From the Chief and Senior Inspectors of Messengers of the

Central Telegraph Office —A silver card case.

6.-From Mr. Fischer's Head Messenger and his assistant. A

silver vesta box, bearing initials H.C.F. and date.

7.-From personal friends in other branches of the Post Office. -

Three silver fruit dishes , the centre one of which bears the following

inscription , the others bearing monogram H.C.F.:

“ Presented to H. C. Fischer, Esq. , C.M.G., with the two accom
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panying fruit dishes , by personal friends in the Post Office, 16th

February, 1898."

8.–From Miss Shove, M.B. - A volume on " Golf.”

In addition to the foregoing, Mrs. Fischer was the recipient of a

diamond, ruby, and pearł bracelet from Mr. Fischer's Personal staff

and the Controlling and Supervising officers (male and female) of

the Central Telegraph Office; while Miss Fischer was presented

with a gold bracelet from Mr. Fischer's personal friends in other

branches of the Post Office.

IM

Quelle merveilleux invention que le téléphone ! et c'est d'une simplicité ! On

saisit l'appareil d'une main, puis on parle de l'autre !
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The Post Office in 1677 .
( Continued from page 64. )

FORRAIN OFFICE

Is served by 4 Clarkes and 5 Letter Carriers , Whose Sallaries and

other comon expenses shall be expresst in an Article apart.

The Daies to send out are :

Mondaies to France and Flanders

Tuesdaies to Holland
Land to all beyond.

Thursdaies to France

Fridaies to Flanders and Holland

Which in all are Six Mailes, soe many also to returne Weekely,

butt their arrivall (as the Weather) Uncertaine forceth the Clarkes to

perpetual Attendance.

Observations about the sending and Receiving of Letters by way

of Holland , Flanders and Germaine.

1. The port of all Letters which come hither from Holland,

Flanders, and all the Low Country Dominions, belongeth to the

Postmaster Generall of England and Reciprocally the Port of all

Letters goeing from hence, thither belong to them .

2. All Letters which goe from hence beyond the Dominions of

Holland , and Flanders, for the hithermost parts of Germany, pay 8!

port to Amsterdam or Antwerpe .

3. All Letters which goe to any place beyond Hamburgh, or

Cologne must be frank’t soe farr as Hamburgh, or Cologne

aforesaid paying I shilling a Single Letter.

4. All Letters which goe into Italy by way of Germany are to be

frank’t by Mantoa 9 pence a Single Letter.

5. All Letters which are sent into Spaine by way of Flanders, must

pay hence 15 pence a Single Letter.

6. For which Conveyances and their Retorn's, The Postmaster

Generall of England and the Forrain Postmasters are accountable to

each other according to Articles of Agreement made betweene them.

OBSERVATIONS ABOUT SENDING AND RECEIVING LETTERS

BY WAY OF FRANCE .

1. The port of all Letters comeing hither from the Citties of Paris

and Roüen, and from all places on this side, belong to the Postmaster

Generall of England and Reciprocally the port of all Letters sent

from hence thither belongs to the Forrain Postmaster there.
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2. All Letters which goe from hence to to Brittaine, or to any

place in Normandy beyond Rouen, are to bee frank't to Rouen 6

pence a single Letter.

3 . All Letters which goe beyond Paris, pay port to Paris att

9 pence Single .

4. All Letters goeing beyond Lyons, pay port to Lyons att 12.!

Single .

5. All Letters for Spaine or Portugall pay port to Bayonne att

159 a Single Letter.

6. For which 4 last conveyances, and their Retornes the Post

master Generall and the Forrain Postmaster at Paris are accountable

to each other from 3 months to 3 months according to the Articles

of Agreement made betweene them. Underneath is a Draught of

the Generall directions to Receive for the Forrain Port of Letters,

One whereof (in print) is allwayes in the hand of every Depły Post

master in the Country for his Instruccòn in that particular Add

hereunto that they are obliged herewith Constantly to Receive the

English Port to London upon all such Forrain Letters.

RATES UPON FORRAIGNE LETTERS AND PACQUETTS.

s. d .

6O

To Morlaix, St. Maloes , New Haven

upon whch is to bee written , port paid

to Roan, by the hand of the Writer

I O

Single

Double

Treble

Ounce Weight

I

and the mony.

6

6I

...

To Bordeaux, Rochell , Nants ,

Byon , Orleans , Tours and other places

beyond Paris, port paid to Paris.

Single

Double

Treble

Ounce Weight

:
:
:
:

N
N
O

9

6

3

I

2 O
To Geneva, Marseilles, and all

parts of Turkie, Smirna, Constanti

nople, Aleppo, Port paid to Lyons.

Single

Double

i of an Ounce

Ounce Weight

2
9

3 9

O

I

Letters to Rome, Venice, Legorn ,

Naples, Messina, Millan, Mantoa , by

way of Mantoa, Port paid to Mantoa.

Single

Double

Treble

Ounce Weight

:
:
:
:

9

6

3

8

2

2

I

2To Heidleberg, Collogne, Mentz ,

Francford, Port paid to Collogne.

Single

Double

Treble

Ounce Weight

о
о
о
о

3

4

M
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S. d .

8

4
I

to } 2

2

I

2

Rates upon Forraigne Letters and Pacquettes ( continued ).

(Single

To Hamburgh, Port paid to Double

Antwerp. Treble

Ounce Weight

To Norremberg, Gottenburgh, ( Single

Koningsburg, Danzick, Lubeck , Lip- Double

sick, Bremen, Stockholme , Port paid Treble

to Hamburgh. Ounce Weight

( Single
Letters by the way of Lyons to )

Double ...
Rome, Legorn , Genoa and other

of an Ounce
places of Italy , Port paid to Lyons. )

( Ounce Weight

Letters for Bilboa , Madrid, Malago, ( Single

Cadiz and other places of Spain, Port
Double

paid to Bayonne. (Ounce Weight

ܘܘܘܘ

3

4

I

2 O

2
9

93

I

.
.
. 3

6... 2

6

How THE FORRAIN OFFICE IS, OR OUGHT TO BE MANNAGED FOR THE

ADVANTAGE OF IT.

Considering that the Postmaster Generall is Authorised by Act of

Parliament to Receive (according to the draught before ) for all

Single Letters comeing from Forrain parts, The Respective ports of

4., 6 , 8 , 9 , 12 or 15.9 according to the distances of places from

whence they come, and considering that if many of such Single

Letters should be inclosed in one pacquett, and soe bee past by the

Qunce Weight, it would prove very disadvantageous to the Office

It hath therefore been thought Reasonable and lawfull (as according

with that Act) and hath been practicable in the said office To tax

and rate such pacquetts as by Single peices or Letters and not by

the Ounce Weight, which may easily bee performed by Judicious

and expert officers, being vers'd in the frequent handling of Letters

and acquainted with the manner and practice of all Traders who

send or Receive them.

For Example

Most of the Turky Merchants and Traders into the Levant doe

frequently receive within their Letters, Accounts, Invoices, Bills of

Lading and such other open Papers, which not exceeding a Sheete

pay noe port, and if more than a Sheete, doe pay by the Ounce

Weight, and many of their Single Letters doe weigh half an Ounce

and Ought soe to passe, Whereas divers of our home Traders, in

France, Flanders, Scotland, &c. , shall put 8 or 10 Single Letters
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distinctly sealed under one cover, all not exceeding an Ounce Weight,

which being taxt according to weight wold not amount unto above

one halfe or ş of their Vallue.

Now as this Service cannot be soe performed but that some

Allowances and Amendments will be requisite and necessary,

Therefore the Judicious officer ought rather to gett his Tax unto the

full value of the pacquett according to the best of his Judgment

(allowing Rebate afterwards if needfull) than heedlessly to under

Tax some and over Tax others, which occasioneth both losse and

disorder.

The like method ought to bee observed in Receiving money here

for the franque Letters sent Outwards which are all past unto the

Forrain Postmasters under the heads of single, double and Ounces,

soe that if a treble Letter doth weigh but of an Ounce, it ought to

passe unto them for a double Letter onely, although the Sender from

hence shall have paid the port of a Treble one, for this end there is

a Stamp constantly applyed to that part of the Letter where the port

is exprest to have been paid to obscure the Notice from the Forrain

Postmasters abroad.

And in like manner for greater pacquetts, whose number of Letters

shall exceed their value by weight, which improvement doth very

propperly belong to the Postmaster Generall of England, without

any breach of Covenant with those abroad, who are obliged to receive

them as single, double and ounce weight onely.

Besides he alone is att the Charge in Collecting the Letters soe

sent unto them for which they receive every 3 months a considerable

proffitt according to their severall contracts of Conveiance.

And in regard many persons are sometimes contentious and apt

to dispute against what is both just and Customary, thinking them

selves propper Judges in those Cases, 'Tis convenient some officer

have power to moderate and sometimes dispence with what is

customary to be paid in trifling matters, Rather than exasperate

turbulent spirrits and potent men ; who may bee put forward to

Complain in Parliament against the exactions of the Post Office

contrary to the meaning of the Act (indeede soe doubtfully made)

which may Occasion the making of an Additionall or explanatory

one , Thereby reducing the office to port Letters according to the

Rates and Customs of Forrain Countries which happening wold sett

the proffitts back to almost nothing especially if the Merchants in all

other parts of England should stand upon their Priviledge of Rebates

(as in London ) which att present they have not either through
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ignorance or rather because, wee are not willing to finde out a propper

Method to give our Country Postmasters that Latitude.

Hereby it will appear how great prudence there ought to bee

used in the conduct of this office, and what a necessitie there is to

imploy only the experienced, just and Dilligent officer whose Judg

ment and Customs prove themselves soe absolutely necessary.

Othér circumstances in the comon management of this office,

differ little from the Method used in the Inland, Onely there seemes

to remaine A usefull Remarque, That since the officers in this Place

are accustomed to Receive Gratuities (apart from the comon port)

for the more Carefull Sending and receiving Jewells and other costly

peices in the Forrain pacquetts. There might appear all the Security

in the World that the due port of such parcells doe center in the

Right Place.

THE IRISH OFFICE IN DUBLIN

Is managed by 4 Clarkes and 5 Letter Carriers, twice regulated by

myselfe and brought as neare to the English Method as could bee

devis’d with soe few hands.

THEIR POST MORNINGS ARE

Mondaies and Fridaies.

POST NIGHTS

Tuesdaies and Saturdaies, att what time also they make ready the

Pacquetts for England, and it would bee well the Account did not

sometimes suffer by attending overlong The Lord Lieutenants

pacquetts or his Secretaries.

The Tax upon Irish Inland Letters is

2 pence Single and 8 pence an Ounce under 40 miles .

4 pence Single and 12 pence an Ounce to all places beyond.

The Kingdome is devided into 3 Roads namely

MUNSTER, ULSTER, CONNAUGHT which with the Stages, Distances

and Sallaries are Seene in the following Draught
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Murioter Road

Postmasters Myles Branches
Old

Sallaries Ye New

17. 28 25

} Garral: Augly 104 50

-

30 a bag at baotledermot and Govan )

20 another al ballen

12 Jo Capperquen 16 miles once a
week

-

38

40

-

32

Robe Jones
40 36

Slages

Dublin Jas Knight

Kelullen

Carlow

Kilkenny William Lahorn

Clonmell Read Deancon

Tallough

Cork
Ine Vaughan

Hallough In Darby
Roscrea Corne. Horan

Rosse Nath Luarms

Waterford | Lucus Pearce

Wereford Won Hughes

bachel

Lmmerck Recd Welkino

Youghall Geo Reynolds

10

Kingoale iö Bandon 12 Jralee to 54 So

14 5

56 Jo Athy, Maryborrow,Burrand Nenagh sy
SO 10 o

24 24

14 10

15 20 18

John Neave 20 32 30

12 and to Charleville 16 miles 31 30

10 15 15

1464

-

41310

Uloter Road

Old

fallaries | Ye
New

20
to .3.5

-

30 25

-

15 15

-

Stages Postmaster yles Branches

Dublin Jas Knight

Drogedagh Ino Bray
16

Zondalke Bran Gaughan |

Newry Edw Smith 16 and to Downpalack 21 miles

Armagh

Dengannon LasDondall

Omagh Frances Tracy 24 and to Ennis Killing 24 miles

ftrabane Will Maxwell

London Derry Hutton therrard

4.5 40
-

28 1

ul 42

.

50 45

19 10
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Ulster Road(continued )

Old

Sallanco Ye New

, 30 30

10 28 28

Stages
Postmasters Myles Branches

LoughbroklandEdw Douglas 23 To Belfast and langfergus

Linagarry Geo Ogilvy

Belfast
RobeJackson

barackfergus Hen Burnes

Math. Bethell

Colerain

10

10

Y

YAntum

8

Paul Young 20 18

1348 315

Connaught Road

Old

Sallanes e New

10 20

yo
19310

Stages Postmasters yles Branches

Dublin Jas Knight

Manooth

Lanesbrough John Lost 40 at Mullengar a bagg
athlone

Laneorough Mar. Fitzharri -2

Roscommon John beater

Elphin John Haughter

Slegoe 20 and at Boyle a bagg

Galway Robt Warner 36 al Ballinaoloe and Loughrea

Join Nolle 21 32
-

15 15

20 28 28

John House 3333

7610 yo

294
26310

The port of Letters to and from Dublin is Sixpence Single and

2 Shillings an Ounce. All Letters sent to any place beyond Dublin

into Ireland doe constantly pay the said port here in London.

This Branch being now under a sort of Farme and Collection

together, The Contract with the present Undertaker, and his Account

hereafter of that Revenue will supply the short Story of it . Yet I

cannot omitt this thought of Improvement

That it would be profitable to Runn 3 times a weeke through the

Roads there as in England.

To the performance whereof there must bee suppos'd an Advance

of Sallary to Postmasters and the charge of an other Pacquett Boat

to bring a third mayle from England, which as it seemes of absolute

necessity to the end aforesaid , soe is it in itselfe a consideration very

considerable.

The Postmasters Sallaries in that Kingdome are upwards of £900
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per annum Riding twice weekely, to add another day, doth in pro

portion call for a Third part more, when I cannot but think That

£200 would compose that worke .

A packett Boate cleare of all Charges whatsoever will cost £100

per annum .

The charge in England will bee noe more than a small Allowance

to the Postmasters betweene Chester and Holy-head being 60 miles ,

The Grand Maile goeing already 3 Times weekely betweene London

and Chester, it cannot be suppos'd those Postmasters will demand

anything, and then our Clarkes in London being upon comon Duty

Thursday nights ( in which this Third Pacquett should be sent) I

cannot foresee any oppression on this side.

This experiment will cost supposing to Postmasters £200

A Pacquett Boat

Postmasters in Wales 40

Іоо

in all £ 340

It is not presently to bee computed what the Improvement may

bee, But ofthis I am sure, That the Intercourse of Letters in Ireland

is inconsiderable without the English Letters . That by the helpe of

a Fourth Pacquett Boat , The mailes will keepe time more equally

and in the winter, when tis usuall that 4 sometimes 6 doe passe

together, and if 6 , t'will bee easy to demonstrate that (the Answers

being all retorn'd in One Mayle) the losse cannot bee lesse than £80

and that the Addition of the Pacquett Boat will certainely compensate

the aforesaid charge and thereby (I conceive) put forward a good

project.

PACQUETT BOATES.

At Harwich are 3 to passe the mailes interchangably betweene

that place and the Briell in Holland .

At Dover 2 to serve betweene that place and Callais, and 2 more

betweene that and Nieuport .

At Dublin 3 to passe the English Mailes 'twixt that and Holy-head .

The manager at Harwich is accomptable for the Money arising by

Passengers and other freights (the passage money being 10 shillings

a head) which by quarterly discount at the office, will produce

sufficient to cleare the comon charge of those Boats and consider

ably more if there were appointed an Inspector and cheque upon

that passage.

In like manner at Dover where the passage money is 5 shillings to

Callais and 10 to Nieuport, That and other freights will compose

that charge. There should also be an Inspector there.
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At Dublin where the passage money demanded is noe more than

halfe a Crowne, The charge of those Boates allowing all Perquisits

to the Undertaker is £300 yearely.

In all the passages aforesaid , it is practicable That when the

Pacquett Boates are all together on one and the same side of the

water, The office for ye dispatch of Correspondency gives allowance

for an hyred Boat on the opposite side.

The Comon Charge upon the office to the best of my knowledge

Inland Office

200

200

100

100 1

of the thester Road

40

60

60

6
0

50

Thomas Gardiner, Comptroller

John Parsono,Iccomplant
The Cashier

James Necho len Clark

James thehofunr, hur sérstant

Ben Lamb,black of the West Road

John Middleton ofthe North Road

Edm Sawtell of the Larmouth

Richard Miner of the Proteft
AnthonyHalford of the Kent

Anthony llashland ,hes Momolant

Homas Chapman Window.man

Underhill Breez Window

William Ledsam . Window man

Rottoo forter of heller
Lumly Williams'Sorter

32 Letter Carrers at8aweek ,

2 Corters that Hamp Letters and other serra m

So

24

50

30
man

30

30

30

one byo 1,61onely at 10 ° is

nyeOffice (82p week )
41 12

1826 8

Fort Office

bo

so

Ralph Brereton Pomptroller

William Brochett

John Rowlands

John Palladene

sletter, barrers, 4 at 11°' weekly

Lo

40

and one at 13 ° 4des 14914

3391 /
4

27.

Lelter Receivers

dlos Gyrone. betweene the Temple Galeo

W Nott the PallMall

Geo Luce, in Kingotreeta Westminster

10

20
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House

Letter Reccivero (continued )

Lloyd at Bedford
Niche thatcher at yraces Inn Gale

John Place at Jururals Inn Gale

Magnes in Russell Streelie bovent Garden

Mos Roberto by York buildings in the Strand

ily

6

1.3

6

110

5000

300

200

Batmasters Pallares, somewhat under

House Rent

banelles for both offices about

Mayles Big Baggi andsmallBagg about

Halioners Bellfor Paper Wase thread ele

The Brewer forOffice Beere

100

60

60

-

€Coales for both Offices 10

500

100

Leadletter at Home and from the severall Postmasters

the Forrain Office Dead Letters

to the King Ceardly Reserved in the Od of Paduament

To the Secretaries of late

5000

220

13825 1914

There are severall other expenses upon the office which being

inconsiderable and contingent must needs bee omitted in this place

( To be continued .)
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Motor Mail Vans,

A

S many of the readers of this magazine will doubtless

remember, a good deal of excitement was caused in

London, and for the matter of that in the provinces as

well , by the assemblage in Northumberland Avenue,

Charing Cross, on the 14th of November, 1896 , of a large num

ber of motor carriages and vans of all kinds to celebrate , by a

run to Brighton, the passing of the Act of Parliament regulating the

use of such vehicles on the public roads, which had come into

operation on that day. Many of them, alas , never reached their

destination , having been placed hors de combat on the way, through

something having “ gone wrong with the works” ; but a sufficient

number of them accomplished the journey over the famous highway

between London and Brighton to show the capabilities of this new

means of locomotion. The measure of success which attended this

memorable procession was such that it was inevitable that motor

vans of one kind or another would sooner or later be tried by the

Post Office for the conveyance of mails by road-a no mean branch

of the business of the Department . The opportunity came sooner

rather than later ; and before the Act had been in operation twelve

months the carriage of both letter and parcel mails by motor vans

was an accomplished fact. Whatever truth there may be in the

charge which is sometimes made against the Post Office that its

methods are antiquated, in this instance, as even its worst enemies

must admit, it is thoroughly “ up to date," and the Department is to

be congratulated on having set the example to private carrying

companies in using motor vans for road services.

As announced in the previous number of the magazine, the first

of the new vehicles to be used for the purpose was a small oil motor

van , which was placed at the disposal of the Department by the

British Motor Syndicate, Holborn Viaduct , E.C. It is known as the

“ Daimler ” Motor Van, and , as previously stated , was used in the first

instance to convey letter mails between the General Post Office, St.

Martin's-le- Grand, and the South Western District Post Office in

Howick Place, Victoria Street, S.W. , a distance of nearly 2 miles

each way. It performed the journey in both directions five times a day,

often with a load of from 6 to 8 cwt. of mails, and the total distance

covered by it daily, including two short intermediate runs from the

S.W.D.O. to Victoria Station, was about 274 miles. The time

allowed for the journey in each direction was 23 minutes, the same
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as for the ordinary mail vans which it displaced, and it not only

kept better time than they usually do, but as a rule reached its

destination at each end before it was due. The experiment, which

was made during the week ended the 23rd October last, proved in

every way highly successful, as did also a further trial which took

place during the following week, when the van was used to convey

parcel mails, hitherto sent by a single horse cart, between the

S.W.D.O. and Kingston -on-Thames. The van called on the way

at Putney . Mortlake, Barnes, Richmond, Twickenham, and

}

THE
66
DAIMLER

ܕܙ
OIL MOTOR VAN .

Teddington to deliver and take up parcels, the total distance

covered on the journey out and in being nearly 30 miles , a fairly

good test for an oil motor. The time allowed for the double

journey , including stoppages and an interval of half an hour at

Kingston, was exactly 5 hours . This van has not since been

employed for mail services ; but vans of this type will doubtless be

heard of again for the same kind of work ; and whatever the future

may bring, it will have had the honour of being the pioneer in a

movement which may in the not far distant future revolutionize the

system of conveying Her Majesty's mails by road both in town and

country .

Soon after the experiments with this van had been completed a
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larger van , of British manufacture, propelled by steam , and known

as the “ Lifu ” Steam Motor Van—the name being apparently

derived from the first two letters of the words “ Liquid Fuel ” —was

brought under the notice of the Department by a firm of very

enterprising engineers, Messrs. Julius Harvey & Co. , of Mansion

House Chambers, II , Queen Victoria Street, E.C. It came at an

opportune moment, for just at that time the large four horse night

parcel coach running between London and Brighton had been found

too small to hold all the parcels which came to hand for it. The

Department was on the look out for some fresh means of sending

these surplus parcels by road, in order to save sending them by

railway and paying liths of the gross postage to the railway

V.R.

ROYAL MAIL .

JULIUS HARVEY & CO

IT QUEEN VICTORIASTE
C

THE STEAM MOTOR VAN.

companies . A road service between London and Redhill by the

steam motor van referred to above, to relieve the over-burdened

Brighton coach , was therefore offered to Messrs. Harvey, which they

readily undertook for a period of six weeks, commencing from the

16th of December last.

The starting of this van from the large central Parcel Post Office

at Mount Pleasant, Clerkenwell , created much public interest, and a

considerable crowd of people assembled outside the yard to witness

its departure . A number of journalists, including representatives of

nearly all the London daily papers, besides several of the fair sex

and one or two Post Office contractors, were also waiting in the yard

to see it off at 10.30 p.m., and some of them , in order to have

another view, followed it in hot haste to the London Bridge Parcel
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Office, where it had to call to pick up the greater portion of its load ,

whilst one or two took hasty sketches of the scene for the illustrated

papers. The next morning the newspapers had columns of

descriptive matter on the subject. The following account is taken

from the Times : “ The van is slightly smaller than the ordinary two

horse mail van , and weighs with its engine and boiler about a ton

and a half. The engines are placed underneath the van . They are

entirely housed and run in oil. There is complete consumption of

the liquid fuel oil which is employed, and the consequence is that

when the fires are up there is neither smoke nor smell to betray the

motive power. The driver and the van attendant are provided with

seats immediately behind what, in an ordinary vehicle , would be the

dash-board . The steering gear is extremely simple ; and , as the

engines are fed automatically, the driver has merely to keep an

occasional eye on his gauges. Thus it is not necessary for an expert

engineer to be employed as driver. There is a capacity of 20 - horse

power in the engines, but this extreme is only resorted to for the

purpose of travelling up steep hills. The ordinary power employed

is only half the maximum ; and with that it is possible to attain a

speed greatly in excess of the regulation 10 miles an hour. The

road to Redhill, though it is far from level, is not likely to present

any difficulties, for the steam motor which made the journey thither

yesterday has already surmounted gradients of one in six with ease.

It is calculated that the cost of running is a little less than 2d. per

ton per mile.”

The van left London Bridge punctually at 11.0 p.m. , and the

manner in which it threaded its way through the traffic in the

Borough and at the crowded crossing at the Elephant and Castle

spoke well for the skill of the driver, Mr. Lytle, who seemed to have

quite an affection for his fiery, if not untamed , iron steed.

followed as far as Streatham by Mr. Harvey and several officials in a

phaeton , Mr. J. W. Crawfurd, Assistant Controller of the London

Postal Service, meanwhile taking the place of the guard in charge of

the mails on the motor van beside the driver, the guard finding a

seat for the time being in the phaeton. The fleet horse in the

phaeton had to go for all he was worth to keep in sight of the

motor, and once or twice the latter was lost to view, but there was

not much difficulty in following the trail , för, like that small but

much hunted animal the fox, the steam motor, although it emits

scarcely any smoke when travelling, leaves a strong if not fragrant

scent behind it, its furnace being fed with petroleum . At Streatham

It was
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Hill Station, where Mr. J. C. Badcock, the Controller, and

Mr. Robert Bruce, the Vice- Controller of the London Postal Service,

were waiting to see the van pass , the motor, after waiting a minute

or two to allow the ph:leton to overtake it and to pick up the guard,

was left to pursue its journey, and suffice it to say that it reached

Redhill at 1.16 a.m. or 26 minutes before time. It left there on the

return journey at 2.5 a.m. and reached Mount Pleasant at 4.28 a.m.,

or 17 minutes before it was due , having accomplished the entire

distance of 473 miles in just under six hours, including stoppages,

which latter amounted in the aggregate to about 1 hour 10 minutes.

It kept time like this, or better, every day, excepting once or twice

when there was a thick fog, and once when there was a slight leakage

in one of the oil pipes. Even in the fog it did much better than the

regular coaches, and on several occasions when frost prevailed the

van showed its superiority over the coaches drawn by horses, which

could only get along very slowly owing to the slippery state of the

roads, a condition of things actually favourable to the motor. On

one occasion, just to show what it could do if required, the van

dashed through from Redhill to Mount Pleasant, a distance of

231 miles, in 1 hour 45 minutes, or one hour under the fixed time,

but as this was in excess of the speed allowed by the Act, viz.,

12 miles an hour, such exploits were prohibited in future and the

driver had to be content with going at the ordinary pace.

The experiment was continued up to the 26th January, and only

once during the trial did the motor fail. This was on the morning

of the 20th January, when one of the small steam pipes burst on the

down journey near Coulsdon, which brought the van to a standstill,

and the guard had to hire a conveyance to carry the mails on to

Redhill. The van was drawn ignominiously by the despised animal

it is seeking to supplant into a yard at Purley, where the damage was

soon repaired, and the van returned to London in time for the down

journey at night, so that it only missed one up service and a portion

of one down service through the accident. It was stated afterwards

that if the driver had known the extent of the damage he might have

repaired it on the spot with only a short delay. After performing

the service on the night of the 26th January the motor was taken off

the road and sent to the works to be thoroughly overhauled, and,

on the completion of this process, it commenced running again on

the 14th February for a further period of three weeks, and was even

more successful than during the first trial , performing every journey

without mishap and always within the time allowed . On the down
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journey it conveyed the road -borne parcels for Croydon , Dorking,

Redhill , and Reigate, and on the up journey those from the three

last -named towns , besides relieving the up Brighton coach ( the

arrival of which it awaited at Redhill) of several receptacles. On

some nights it carried as much as 16 cwt, of mails, and it is under

stood that it was quite equal to taking at least a ton .

The Brighton coach was timed to leave Redhill for London a few

minutes before the motor van , and one morning a rather curious, and

what might have been a very serious , accident happened to the

guard of the coach. He was sorting parcels in the coach but

stopped for a minute to open the doors at the back to speak to the

guard of the motor van , which was following close behind with the

guard sitting with the driver in front. From some cause or another

he appears to have lost his hold and fallen in front of the motor van ,

and before the latter could be stopped its wheels had run over his

legs. Fortunately the wheels had indiarubber tyres and he escaped

with severe abrasions and contusions of the legs . He was able to

get into the coach again and pệoceed to London, and , after his

injuries had been attended to at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, was

sent home in a cab, but was compelled to be absent from his duties

for about a month.

Like the horse, which it bids fair to supersede, the steam motor is

fond of water, and stopped at least once on the journey between

London and Redhill to take in a copious draught of that

refreshing liquid from a trough outside a friendly hostelry. In this

respect it affords an excellent example to other thirsty travellers on

the Brighton Road, and if imitated to any extent that much-maligned

Local Veto Bill would be anticipated , and the signboard of the now

flourishing inn would soon bear the well known legend “ This house

For the present, however, its attractions may be described

as “ Good accommodation for man, beast , cyclist, and motor van . "

This type of van seems well adapted for carrying heavy loads, and

it is understood that by means of a large van of the kind which

was built by the inventors, the Liquid Fuel Engineering Company,

East Cowes, Isle of Wight, and tried recently by one of the English

railway companies, as much as five tons of general goods have been

delivered in an exceptionally hilly town between 8 o'clock in the

morning and mid -day. The steam motor van would therefore appear

to combine strength with speed, and in these respects there is no doubt

that at present it holds the field . It should be added that the driver

of the van between London and Redhill had complete control over

to let. "
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it , and when going at full speed could, by means of the powerful

brakes with which it is provided, pull it up almost within its own

length .

A third motor van driven by electricity was submitted to the

department by the Electric Cab Company, Juxon St. , Lambeth

Walk, S.E. , early in January, and in order to give it a fair trial,

arrangements were made for it to run with letter mails for a month,

commencing on the 24th January, several times a day, between the

General Post Office and the Paddington District Post Office near

the Great Western Railway terminus, calling at the Western Central

and the Western District Post Offices on the way, the route followed

being one of the most crowded thoroughfares in London . The

distance in each direction is about 3 miles 7 furlongs, and the

time allowed for the run , including stoppages, was 37 minutes.

The total distance covered by the van daily was nearly 214 miles,

and when fully loaded it carried as much as 15 cwt. of mails. It

was furnished with electric lamps, whereas the other two motors had

to be content with the old -fashioned oil lamps. The departure of

the van from the General Post Office on its first journey was

witnessed by Sir Spencer Walpole, Mr. T. E. Sifton , the Inspector

General of Mails, Mr. J. C. Badcock, and other high officials of the

department, including Mr. W. H. Preece , the Engineer-in -Chief,

who had come over to see the power in which he takes so much

interest, and which has played such an important part in the

Telegraph Branch of the Service , applied to the Postal side by

being harnessed to a mail van. The electric van , like the others,

kept very good time during the experiment , and proved on the

whole a great success. There can be but very little doubt therefore

that this type of van has a great future before it so far as the

conveyance of mails is concerned .

Each of the motor vans, before being actually used in the Mail

Services, was painted and otherwise got up like a mail van, and

was brought to the General Post Office North to be put through

its paces in the presence of the Postmaster - General , the Secretary,

and other officials interested in these experiments.

The trials are over for the present, but further developments will

no doubt take place shortly. To what extent , however, motor vans

will supersede the ordinary mail vans time alone will prove.

L.P.S. , G.P.O. W. HOWSON.

NOTE.—The writer is indebted to the proprietors of the several

motor vans for the foregoing illustrations , which show the vehicles

as they appeared when performing the Mail Services .
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Retirement of Captain Jenkins, R.N.
Nautical Assistant to the Controller of Packet Services.

T the moment when the present number of the Magazine

comes to the hands of the subscribers another of the

ancient landmarks will be disappearing from St. Martin's

le -Grand. Not that anyone who knows Captain

Jenkins would for a moment think of applying to him the term

" ancient ” —and “ landmark ” is an obviously inapposite word to

apply to a Commander of H M. Navy. But all such terms are

relative ; and , when a man has haunted for a whole generation the

three buildings of St. Martin's-le-Grand in succession , and his face

has become familiar to the great army of workers ever recruiting

in those august purlieus where, to strain somewhat the late Lord

Tennyson's words,

“Every moment dies a man,

Every moment one is born ” .

he becomes an ancient landmark by courtesy, whether old or not,

and whether a natural born salt or a land-lubber like the rest of us .

Robert Patton Jenkins was born at Cawnpore on the 31st of

October 1831 , of parents hailing from Devonshire—where the

living of Sidmouth was long in his family. His first experiences

N
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in navigation were acquired ashore, on board that somewhat awkward

and unmanageable craft, the elephant ; and some of his earliest

recollections are of adventures with regimental elephants at

Cawnpore, with whom he managed to establish friendly relations.

He lost his parents at an early age ; and his guardian, having to

choose a career for him, settled on the navy. Young Jenkins entered

that service as naval cadet in March 1846, became a midshipman

on board H.M.S. “ Queen ” in May 1848, and , having served three

years in the Mediterranean and three years on the West Coast

of Africa, where he was engaged in the suppression of the slave

trade, he passed for a lieutenant in July 1852. Whilst serving on

the Coast of Africa he was present at the attack on piratical stockades

in the River Jeba on the 12th of December 1849, by the boats of

H.M.S. “ Centaur ” and “ Teazer,” under the direction of Captain

Buckle, R.N. (assisted by the French steam gun-vessel “ Rubis ” ),

on which occasion he had charge of a cutter of the “ Centaur.” As

those familiar with naval history are aware, the stockades were

destroyed, and an English schooner retaken from the pirates, with

trifling loss.

He served as mate on H.M.S. “ Phoenix ” and “ North Star ” in the

Polar Expedition, in search of Sir John Franklin , under Captain Sir

Edward Belcher, K.C.B. , from March 1853 to October 1854 ; and

it was for that service that he was promoted to lieutenant on his

return to England in October 1854 . As a lieutenant he served in

the Baltic during the Russian War of 1854 and 1855 in H.M.S.

- Esk " ; and a few months after the close of the war he proceeded

to China, as first lieutenant to Captain Sidney Grenfell, in H.M.S.

Amethyst, ” in which he was employed in the blockade of the

Canton River, commanding her barge in the attack made by the

boats of the Squadron on the Chinese Imperial Fleet in the

Fatshan Creek on the ist of June 1857. On that occasion upwards of

one hundred junks were taken and destroyed, and two forts

dismantled. Lieutenant Jenkins was again in charge of the same

boat at the attack on Fort Chuenpee on the 18th of June 1857 , when

John Chinaman capitulated. His service of upwards of eighteen

months as senior lieutenant of the “ Amethyst ” ended when that ship

was sent to the Pacific Station. Lieutenant Jenkins was transferred

to H.M. steam gun-vessel Cormorant,” which formed part of the

dron under Admiral Sir James Hope to escort His Excellency

the Hon. Mr. Bruce on his appointment as Minister at Pekin . This

expedition not being allowed to proceed up the Peiho River, fresh
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hostilities commenced ; and Lieutenant Jenkins was present in the

severe action which took place against the Taku Forts—the “ Cormor

ant," indeed , bearing the Commander - in - Chief's flag during a greater

portion of the time . In that gallant but disastrous action the future

Nautical Assistant pretty nearly came to the end of his career : the

“ Cormorant was sunk and totally lost, the officers and surviving

crew escaping in her boats , and the attack terminating in the loss of

two more ships, the “ Lee ” and the “ Plover," and upwards of four

hundred officers and men killed and wounded. Lieutenant Jenkins's

health having failed under these arduous and trying services, in com

bination with the effects of the climate, it was deemed necessary that

he should return to England ; and he was consequently appointed

Transport Agent of the “ Caduceus ” in charge of invalids . On

arrival in England in March 1860, he was recommended by the

Medical Director General to take such employment as would be

conducive to the restoration of his health ; and he then sought and

obtained an appointment as Admiralty Mail Agent.

On his retirement from active service, Lieutenant Jenkins was

promoted to the rank of a Commander. He continued the work of

Naval Agent in charge of Mails for some years—1860 to 1863 , and

was sometimes on the East India and China stations, sometimes on

the West India and Brazil stations. But even in this pacific employ

ment he had plenty of adventure, and was wrecked in the contract

packet “ Colombo " at Minicoy Island on the 19th of November

1862 .

At the beginning of 1864 he relinquished his roving life, and

obtained suitable employment on shore : as Assistant to the Super

intendent of Packets at Southampton he passed the years from 1864

to 1870 ; and in the summer of 1870 arrangements were made

to transfer the Packet Office to London as a part of the Foreign and

Colonial Branch of the Secretary's Office. The Superintendent of

Packets in those days was the late Mr. Josiah Young Messum , R.N.;

and it was to him that Commander Jenkins had been assistant.

When Mr. Messum came to London as Controller of Packet

Services, Commander Jenkins accompanied him ; and his appointment

as Nautical Assistant to the Controller of Packet Services dates from

the ist of July 1870 .

Captain Jenkins, who is a Fellow of the Royal Geographical

Society, holds, as the trophies of his naval career, the Arctic Medal,

the Polar Medal , and the China Medal with the Fatshan Clasp .

Although he has not gone on winning medals during the twenty
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eight years that he has been working among us at St. Martin's-le

Grand, he has won many friends. Indeed we hope it may be said

of him, as of another gentleman not unknown to naval story

His friends were many and true-hearted .

Those of our readers who are capable of doing a sum in com

pound subtraction will probably have observed that, under the

present rules as to superannuation , Captain Jenkins has exceeded

the prescribed term of service by one year and five months . It is

the fact that, on the 31st October 1896 his name would in the

ordinary course have been struck off what is popularly called the

Post Office List of Spring Chickens. The reason for postponing

that painful operation till the 31st March 1898 was a better one

than the mere fun of making an April fool of the present Controller

of Packet Services, who reaches St. Martin's-le-Grand on the ist of

April to find the Nautical Assistant's post vacant . The explanation

is that, when the time came for considering the Captain's latter end ,

it was found that he could not be spared ; and he earned the final

distinction of being retained for seventeen months beyond the

ordinary limit, under a representation made by the Postmaster

General to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, to which

their Lordships were pleased to accede . Now, the work Captain

Jenkins was retained to do is done ; and inexorable law bids his

comrades wish him God-speed on his new mission of doing nothing

but amuse himself.

Those who know him best will miss him inost, and none more

than the present Controller of Packet Services , whose appreciation

of his Nautical Assistant's admirable qualities is almost as well known

as the fact that those qualities exist. A man cannot go on for

twenty-eight years pursuing a of quiet and dignified

devotion to his duty without endearing himself to his colleagues.

The knowledge gained from a wide and varied experience, the

tact and discretion which come of the jostling of energies, the

sense of propriety and fitness bred of native excellence, honourable

bringing up, and true self respect - these are all qualities which

come daily into play in the performance of the difficult and often

delicate duties which Captain Jenkins has so long fulfilled . He has

had all these qualities and more ; and whatever he has had, has, from

his very boyhood, been at his country's service. When we shake

hands with our old friend and bid him farewell at the close of a

public career of fifty -two years, we shall wonder what it is that has

kept him so young through all the vicissitudes of that career, if it be

not a clear conscience and a true heart.

course
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Our Library Table.

OF THE

[We draw no hard -and -fast line as to the kind of books we notice,

but, of course, we give the preference to those written by
Civil Servants .]

A SHETLAND MINISTER EIGHTEENTH CENTURY, by

Rev. John Willcock, B.D. , Lerwick , Kirkwall, The Leonards.

The Scottish History Society, which is responsible for a large

amount of most useful work in its own special department, has

among its publications a volume which is not only interesting as

history, but as a veritable human document . It is the diary of the

Rev. John Mill, who for sixty-two years was minister of the joint

parishes of Dunrossness, Sandwick, and Cunningsburgh in the

South of Shetland . Mr. Mill was born in 1712 , and he died in

1805 , his entire life, with the exception of occasional visits to the

mainland, being spent in Shetland ; and those who know the life of

the eighteenth century only from the pages of Swift, Pope,

Goldsmith, or Boswell, and who consequently have viewed the

century always from the point of view of a Londoner, should

complete their knowledge by viewing it from the point of view of a

Shetlander. The diary itself is inaccessible to most readers , and in

order to bring its treasures within reach of everybody the Rev.

John Willcock , of Lerwick, has published a small volume containing

all the best things that appear in the diary, together with a great

deal of fresh information relating to the Shetland minister. Mr.

Willcock describes his own work as Passages in the Life of the

Reverend John Mill, and although the most lively portions of his

book are those in which Mr. Mill's own words are reproduced, yet

the setting provided by the biographer reveals the possession of a

fund of dry humour, and of appreciation of the idiosyncracies of

human nature which make the whole volume very amusing reading.

Mr. Mill was the son of a Scotch minister, and he had brothers and

sisters. His father's sense of parental responsibility was similar to

that possessed by most of his cloth . His son , unlike many other

clergymen's sons, thought the faith justified. “ My father left eight

of us on a kind and gracious God, who provided for us all , and his

relict also . ” He studied for the ministry, and after work in various

parishes he settled down to the charge of the joint parishes of

Dunrossness, Sandwick , and Cunningsburgh, a tract of country
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some sixteen miles in length . To this charge was added that of

the Fair Isle, divided from the mainland by twenty-four miles of a

dangerous sea . The parishes were in a very neglected condition ,

both as regards the spiritual welfare of the people and the temporal

needs of the minister, so much so, that for the first few months he

had to be accommodated in the house of a man “ of disloyal and

anti-Presbyterian leanings," most of the leading families in Shetland ,

at that time , being strongly inclined to Jacobitism and Episcopacy.

Mr. Mill built a manse at his own expense, and when everything was

settled in connection with it , he set about with his accustomed

assurance and methodical habits to provide himself with a wiſe .

Mr. Willcock shall tell this part of the story. " His account of his

matrimonial adventures is very naïve . He says, he felt in duty

bound to give the first chance to natives of his own country, and

made suit to some of those that seemed most eligible, but was

mistaken in them . One of the young ladies preferred the addresses

of a member of the local aristocracy , who drew her to balls and

daft mirth. He warned her of her danger, but finding her resolute ,

said, she might take her swing. ' After this, and another dis

appointment , he began to distrust his own judgment , and resolved to

commit himself to the guidance of Providence . He was patient

enough to bear with equanimity the refusals he met with in the

North of Scotland , in Edinburgh, and in Glasgow , especially as the

objections in most cases were on the ground of the great distance of

Shetland from home and friends. At last the difficulty was solved .

He went with another minister as Commissioner to the General

Assembly, and was best man at his marriage . A few days afterwards

a Miss Thompson, daughter of an Edinburgh bailie, came to call on

the new bride."

The rest of the story Mr. Mill himself shall tell . It reads like a

page out of one of Jane Austen's novels. “ We conveyed her home,

and had an invitation to drink tea with her in the afternoon, which

we accepted, and by frequent converse together, discovered such a

tincture of real piety, and finding that she had one of the best

characters from well- disposed people who knew her , I condescended ,

at length , that my brother's (i.e., brother-minister's) wife should make

the
proposal which she was so eager for, and gave her the preference

to her own friends, who were, indeed , well-looked ladies ; but she

said they were too much set upon the gaieties of the town, and

would not suit my temper and manner of life so well as Miss

Thompson. This appeared so ingenuous and disinterested as served
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to confirm me in the choice, and soon found to experience, blessed

be His worthy name, I was not disappointed.” With his wife,

Mr. Mill seems to have been very happy, but at the end of four

years married life she died.

Soon after his ordination in 1743 , he wrote a series of twenty -four

addresses to be delivered at the Lord's Table, but it seems that it

was not until 1749 that he was able to administer the Sacrament .

“ Tho' the ' Speeches ' were then intended for the Sacramt, ” he

says, “ it was not celebrated until 1749 , by reason of the unfitness

of the people for that solemnity, and want of utensils, & c." The

situation would have been more tragic had the people been fit, and

the utensils still wanting. He was a great preacher in , at least, one

sense of the word. It was a habit of his to preach for lengthened

periods on the same texts Sunday after Sunday. Thus he preached

from April 11th to October, when he naïvely says he “finished the

subject ” on the text “ Labour not for the meat which perisheth ,”

John vi . 27. On November 14th , of the same year, he started on

Haggai ii . 7 , and it was not until the following May “ that he was

able to record that he had finished that subject also .”

He took a trip to Edinburgh in 1762 avowedly for the purpose of

selecting a second wife. He appears to have met again with several

rebuffs that would have discouraged men less self- satisfied than he

was, but in the end “ Providence furnished one suitable to my

tastes,” and in 1765 he married her. “ ' Tis remarkable that she was

proposed to me in 1754 , before I was first married ; and with this

view, one unknown to me desired her mother to admit a visit , but

she said she would rather bury her daughter at home than let her go

such a distance.” This lady survived him , dying in 1816. Mr. Mill

published a book, entitled The Holy Catholic Church, and

although he held the worst opinions possible of the spiritual condition

of those around him, the purchase of this volume on the part of

anybody was to him a sign of grace . Thus he says of three

whaling captains who had each taken a copy from his sister in

Lerwick, that “ they savoured much of real piety, which shews that

God has His remnant sometimes among the worst of people as these

rough tars seem to be. ” Another purchaser, a wandering merchant

from Aberdeen, took a hundred copies to sell again, and there is no

telling to what heights of spiritual excellence Mr. Mill might not

have exalted him , if the man had not been discovered at the same

time secretly making love to one of his daughters .

His biographer says that Mr. Mill does not appear to have been
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66 In

very happy in his family life. His narrow piety exacted more than

human nature, in the shape of two rather Aighty daughters, can stand.

He solemnly records in his diary that he had checked a man for

offering to take a dram without first asking a blessing, and that this

man “ gave loose reins to daft mirth ” immediately after leaving his

presence. The daughters loved dancing, but there are constant

evidences of a pathetic conflict going on in their minds between

their wish to please their father and their desire to enjoy life .

said month I met with a very agreeable surprise, from my eldest

daughter Nell's putting into my hand a written account of her

conversion , which seemed to be genuine and true ; and it was the

more remarkable that not long before she was much given to dress,

diversions, and encouragement of young frothy men to make suit to

her, which she seems now to be grieved for and to look down upon

with a holy contempt and disdain .”

Soon after this she had a relapse, and married the Aberdeen

merchant who had bought the hundred copies of her father's work,

and the father was not present at the marriage nor allowed it to take

place in his house . “ November 2oth , 1777. Mydaughter Nell, the

eldest, was married at Culleaster (in Sandwick ), by the minister of

Lerwick , to George Tocher , merchant in Aberdeen , contrary to my

inclinations. He came here under a pretence of settling a corres

pondence for traffick with the country, June, 1776. It appears they

had been mutually engaged, and were carrying on secret

correspondence by letters, and she had the impudence to desire him

to come over at the dangerous season to be joined to her in marriage ;

and no means essayed could dissuade them from it, which made one

passive in the affair as there seemed to be a hand of Providence in

it ; and though he could afford her no settlement for life, yet as he

appears to be a sincere Christian I was afraid she might do worse.”

Then Mr. Willcock adds, “ His deep feeling of resentment is

indicated in a sentence he wrote in his diary at this point, but after

wards erased, but which, unfortunately for poor Nell, is still legible,

• She was too forward in drawing up with young men . ' ”

Mr. Mill's relations with his brethren in the ministry were not any

happier than those with his family. The state of things is admirably

described as “ permanent misunderstanding. " He amiably describes

a clerical meeting as consisting of conversation “ rather nauseous and

stumbling than edifying . " He possessed great skill in dealing with
the “ Evil One." On one occasion Satan came into the Church of

Dunrossness and took his seat at the Communion Table . Mr. Mill

a
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recognized him “ and began to speak in all the deep languages, and

last of all in what was guessed to be Gaelic, and that beat him

altogether. He went off like a flock of doos (pigeons) over the

heads of the folk out at the west door. Many of the people

swooned.” In the circumstances this was not surprising : to a south

countryman the linguistic feats of the minister would explain much.

The Arch-Enemy naturally was always on the look out to annoy

Mr. Mill . “ One day he came up to Sandwick in the teeth , as

usual, of a pretty stiff breeze . ” It was said that Mr. Mill always had

the wind in his face . An ordinary person would naturally have

expected the wind to be in his back on the return journey. But

during the service the wind veered round . Mr. Mill's sole comment,

as he started for home, was “ It's all he can do . " Mr. Willcock

remarks truly, that by sitting with his back to the head of the boat

“ Mr. Mill was always able to circumvent the Devil on a voyage.”

" It's all he can do ” is a sublime touch , and reveals at once the

secret and the tragedy of the Shetland minister's life. For nothing

is so helpful, even to a minister, as a conviction of sin.

A GLIMPSE OF CRANBROOK, THE TOWN OF THE WEALD, by

W. S. Martin . Price 6d . E. J. Holmes, Photographer and

Stationer, Post Office, Cranbrook .

THERE are few districts in the United Kingdom so full of interest or

so rich in natural scenery as the Weald of Kent. A sense of

departed glory pervades the atmosphere of most of the old towns in

this part of the county ; they have stood still while younger rivals

have shot ahead , and though within only about 50 miles from

London, the railway, in some cases, has left them severely alone.

But this neglect and stagnation have saved them from the hand of

the improver and the restorer, and in them you can realize better

than almost anywhere else the life that was lived by our forefathers.

Old fashioned and picturesque houses , quaint bits of street architec

ture, and a strange absence of anything like building enterprise

anywhere, are delightful features of these old places. Cranbrook is

the most charming of them all , and though after more than 50 years

neglect of her, the South Eastern Railway has at last discovered her

whereabouts and built her a railway station , the hand of the spoiler

has not yet touched her. The Postmaster of Cranbrook , who is also

a photographer and stationer, has recently published a very attractive
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little guide to the town and district, which we recommend all our

London and south country readers to purchase . It is charmingly

illustrated with photographs of the principal streets and buildings and

of the beautiful country around, and is full of the most useful

information to the traveller. Cranbrook is not on the road to

Brighton , to Dover, to Margate, or to Hastings, but if the cyclist , in

search of the beautiful, cares to turn aside from any one of his trips

to these various places, and visits the district, with this book in his

possession , he will be amply repaid for his trouble. It is only

48 miles from London, and neither Devon nor Cornwall can lay

claim to the possession of greater interest to the traveller or more

beautiful natural scenery.
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After Office Hours.

TH Over one

Men of Letters at Dinner.

HE Magazine Dinner, which took place at the Criterion

Restaurant on the 7th March , was a great success.

hundred gentlemen sat down to a table which was presided over by

Mr. H. Buxton Forman, C.B. The following programme and toast

list was carried out : “ The Queen and Royal Family,” the Chairman ;

“ God Save the Queen . ” “ The Post Office,” Mr. A. Belcher ; song,

“ There's a Land” ( Francis Allitsen) , Miss Lillian Corner ; response ,

Mr. John Ardron . Pianoforte solo, “ Rhapsodie Hongroise

( Liszt) , Mr. Sherwin Engall. “ The Magazine and its Con

tributors," the Chairman ; song, “ The Village Blacksmith " ( Weiss) ,

Mr. Hugh Cochrane ; response, Mr. Edward Bennett , Mr. H. Ć.

Somers. “ Our Colonial and Provincial Subscribers,” Mr. J. A. J.

Housden ; duet , “ Maying " (Alice Mary Smith) , Miss Lillian

Corner and Mr. Hugh Cochrane; response, Mr. F. Braid (Glasgow) .

Song, “ The Enchantress (J. L. Hatton) , Miss Lillian Corner.

“ The Chairman , ” Sir Robert Hunter ; response, Mr. H. Buxton

Forman, C.B. Accompanist, Mr. Sydney Farrow .

Although our dinner was not , like that of 1893 , marked by the

presence of a distinguished outsider to propose the toast of " The

Post Office, " it was the unanimous opinion of the gathering

that no one could have proposed the toast in a happier manner

than Mr. Belcher, who, at very short notice, had been called upon

to perform the task . His speech was both witty and to the point .

Mr. Ardron , in responding, held up the Post Office as the guardian

of the English language in its insistence upon the separation of

words obviously distinct in a telegraph message , and paid a graceful

compliment to the Chairman inquoting an apposite passage from

Shelley's Queen Mab to describe the non - commercial mission

of the Department. Mr. Housden's amusing speech in proposing

“ Our Colonial and Provincial Subscribers ' was full of good

things. He especially mentioned Mr. French, the Postmaster

General at the Cape, and his successful efforts in increasing

the circulation of the magazine in the Cape Colony . He also

reminded the audience that it was to the efforts of Mr. Beckley

that we chiefly owed our colonial circulation . Mr. Braid , Post

master of Glasgow , who responded , said the magazine had done

useful work in evoking a spirit of brotherhood among the officers

throughout the country which could not fail to have good influence
on the Service. Mr. Somers, known to our readers as - Talbot

Thynne," responded with the Editor to the toast of the Magazine ,

and remarked on Mr. Norway's Highways and Byways ofDevon and

Cornwall as a work of self -revelation on the part of the author.

It was often by means of their writings that men revealed their

true characters to one another. For instance, he had always known
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Mr. Norway as a mild, quiet, and law-abiding citizen . He now

knew him to be at heart a smuggler, a raider, and a Jingo. Sir

Robert Hunter, in proposing the Chairman's health , referred to his

literary attainments ,andto the way in which his public service had

been recognised by the Sovereign ; he also drew special attention to

the fact that Mr. Forman had felt himself called upon to make a

sacrifice in the interests of the Service by abandoning literary

employments which he thought incompatible with these interests .

Miss Lillian Corner, who is known not only at the C.T.O. but in

many concert rooms, sang with great power and expression , and

Mr. Hugh Cochrane, who is a rising singer of whom the department

may feel proud , was in his best form . A very excellent account of

the dinner appeared in The Civilian for the 12th March last , and

we are indebted to that journal for some help in furnishing our readers

with a report of Mr. Forman's speech proposing the toast of “ The

Magazine," and for an almost verbatim report of Mr. Bennett's in

responding thereto. We make no apology for publishing Mr.

Bennett's speech ; he has been crowded out of “ After Office

Hours , ” his own particular pulpit, and he said things which were

intended not only for the guests at the Criterion banquet, but also

for all the readers of the Magazine. We hope that we shall be

able to make arrangements for our next dinner to be held in May

or June, 1899 , at a time of year when excursion trains are running,

and when it is easier for our country subscribers to visit London.

We are indebted to Mr. C. James, of the Savings Bank Department ,

for the sketches which accompany this account. They have been

reproduced from drawings he made on his programme during the
dinner.

Mr. Forman, in his opening remarks, observed that a well-known

journal had lately called St. Martin's-le-Grand “ as bright a little

magazine as there was going ," and he was happy to see present

many of those who had contributed to that brightness. Some were

extremely modest, writing under pseudonymsorinitials, while others

used their own names. After the editor, whose light touch was to

be discerned here, there and everywhere, and who was always

amusing and sometimes truthful, it was perhaps to Mr. Ogilvie and

Mr. Carey that the readers of the magazine were most indebted ;

but he desired to recall to the minds of his hearers as much as he

could concerning the authorship of the Magazine; and if any of the

anonymous or pseudonymous contributors had been betrayed to him

he meant in turn to betray them to his present audience. They

had not forgotten the “ Recollections” of Mr. Uren, Postmaster of

Maidstone, whom he was happy to see amongst them , or the

contributions of Mr. R. W. Johnston, Postmaster of Hastings.

From his retirement at Bournemouth, a sometime colleague, Mr. F.

E. Baines, one of the ablest organizers the Post Office had boasted,

obliged the Magazine from time to time with reminiscences of his

career ; and from far- off Quetta, under the signature of “ Angareion , "

Mr. J. Hamilton had helped to make up the tale of sheets. He
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would recall to their gratitude Mr. L. T. Horne, of the Secretary's

Office ; Mr. Arthur Ferard, of the same office, who had helped both

with pen and with pencil; Mr. Hegarty, Assistant Surveyor in

Scotland; Mr. Housden, of the Savings Bank Department ; Mr.

Adams, of the Accountant General's Office, and two gentlemen who

had made contributions to Post Office literature outside as well

as inside the Magazine, namely Mr. J. Wilson Hyde, Controller

of the Edinburgh Sorting Office, and Mr. A. G. Bowie, of the

H
W
I
N

THE CHAIRMAN .

( Benedictus Benedicat.)

Accountant General's Office . The list of contributors would be

incomplete without the name of Mr. E. A. Martin, of Norwood,

known to the outside world as the bibliographer of White, the

naturalist of Selborne, to whom the chairman wished success in the
domain of popular science which he had taken up . He could not

quit this part of his subject without an expression of regret that

their old friend, Mr. F. J. Beckley, late editor of the Magazine ,

was not among them on this occasion ; and the note of regret must

also be sounded in regard to the protracted absence from the pages
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of St. Martin's-le -Grand of two of its most brilliant contributors

namely, Leo Wolfe, the mystery of whose identity had thus far

eluded his attempts to solve it, and Talbot Thynne, whom he was

pleased to see in the company,

Having thus referred to the contributors , he said the Magazine

not only served the useful purpose of keeping the officers of the

department acquainted one with another, but it stimulated that literary

spirit which had shown itself in the outside world with marked

success . Apart from the Magazine , the Post Office had a literary

history of its own.

In the last century the renowned Ralph Allen, the organizer of

the cross-posts, had been not only the reputed original of Fielding's

immortal Squire Allworthy and the friend of Alexander Pope and

many other well-remembered men of letters, but he had himself

been a strong writer, as evidenced in the pages of the Magazice , if

he had left no traceable work in literature proper. Of him Pope

wrote the couplet

“ Let humble Allen, with an awkward name,

Do good by stealth, and blush to find it fame."

And it may be that among the good he did by stealth are some
unidentified products of his virile pen .

Another Post Office worthy of last century was that admirable

Daniel Braithwaite, of whom Joyce has left us so pleasing a picture.

Although he might not be directly connected with literature, that high

minded gentleman — who alone was able to influence Postmaster
General Lord Walsingham-was a Fellow of the Royal Society, and

figured in Boswell's Life of Dr. Johnson as “ that amiable and
friendly man, who, with modest and unassuming manners, has

associated with many of the wits of the age.”

In the latter half of the present century the Post Office had

boasted its still classical novelist Anthony Trollope, and its genial

journalist and writer of fiction, Edmund Yates. They had also had

historians, poets , critics , and representatives of almost every depart

ment of literature. In their present Secretary they had a distinguished

historian , biographer, and critic of politics; and Joyce's History

of the Post Office was a book to be treasured as a genuine

contribution to the world's knowledge of its own past . His distin

guished friend Sir Robert Hunter was the arch-exponent of the open

space propaganda, and there was a corresponding enthusiasm and

breeziness in his writings. Then they had Mr. Podmore, a natural

born critic, though he (the Chairman) could not profess to take a

great personal interest in ghosts . Mr. Walkley was at the top of his

profession as a dramatic critic, and was also a brilliant writer on many

literary and other topics ; and he was glad to know that the public had

warmly taken up Mr. Norway's Highways and Byways of Devon

and Cornwall (“ My county and his county, ” said the Chairman in a

fit of confidence ), one of the best of books in its own department

of letters. Their sometime colleague Mr. Aitken, now at the

H
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Home Office, had thrown much light on the literature of the 18th

century. Edwin Hodder and John Ingram had found time to swell

the ranks of the biographers ; and Mr. Preece, unhappily withheld by

his doctor from attendance at the gathering, had done a great deal

for the literature of science. Coming to the poets,—there was dear old

Edward Capern, who did not complain of being the Bideford

postman , but was proud of it ; who, whether afoot or in his pony cart,

dealt out his letters under Devonian skies, and gave us, in simple

song, his fresh manly impressions of country life and its natural

surroundings. Therewas another postman-poet , Hyslop, of Kilmar

nock, of whom the chairman knew less than of his own fellow

countyman Capern, but thought his northern colleague, Mr. Braid ,

should be able to give account . In their midst, at St. Martin's-le

Grand , there had been for some years a poet of true though wayward

genius in Mr. W. J. Ibbett , whose health had broken down at a

comparatively early age and who had gone over to the army of the

pensioners. Still among them and in the same office with Ibbett

viz. , the Accountant General's, they had Mr. F. Wyville Home, whose

felicity and finish of style were as notable in their own way as the

more rugged impulse of Ibbett . The chairman said , not without a

tone of regret, that “ nature had made Home a poet, but the Post

Office had made him an accountant and seemingly silenced his

singing voice.” Then there was another postman -poet, Mr. James

Dryden Hosken, who had produced volumes of very considerable

distinction, not smacking of his native Cornwall but redolent of study
and cultivation. Mr. losken had left the service and, among the

vicissitudes of his career, had been to Africa ; but the Post Office had

lately welcomed himn back as Sub -postmaster of Royton, near Oldham.

Outside the band of poets there was one whom they should all

claim with real pride as a colleague - one who had struck out a line

for himself in depicting the life on board the coasting and other

craft of the lower Thames. He referred to Mr. W. W. Jacobs, of the

Savings Bank Department, who to the power of telling an interesting

story added an exquisite humour. If any of them were suffering

from low spirits and needed a pick-me-up, let them send for Many

Cargoes, or The Skipper's Wooing.

They all knew the advantages of literature, and he would only add

a few words on some special uses of it . There was a time when it was

against a man in the Post Office for it to be known that he dabbled in

literature; but for his part he thought it was an unmixed advantage

to the Department that young men should acquire the power of

exposition . The only thing to be guarded against was the danger

of allowing their pursuit to interfere with their duty to the

Department, or of allowing their Post Office work to become a

secondary consideration. In conclusion he asked them to drink

success to the “ Magazine and its Contributors," coupled with

the name of Mr. Edward Bennett, the editor, and Talbot Thynne.

Mr. Edward Bennett : The great objection that I have to this dinner

is that it has all the appearance of being my annual benefit. I
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have advertised it , organised it, selected the bill of fare and the

speakers , and I have even gone so far as to suggest to you , sir,

that you should propose my health . Anything more objectionable
in the way of pushfulness could scarcely be conceived . But I

venture to think that after all this is only a superficial view of the
matter. For reasons not of my own seeking I am mainly respon

sible for the conduct of this Magazine, and I am naturally anxious

to widen its sphere of usefulness by means of all the resources at

my command. From past experience I am convinced that a

dinner is the best mode of educating a person up to that psycho

logical point when he eagerly becomes a contributor or an advertising

agent in our service. For instance, I have put down on the

programme my friend Mr. Somers to respond with me to this toast

as a contributor, not because he has contributed anything whatever

OUR YOUNGEST ASSISTANT

SECRETARY.

THE ASSISTANT ACCOUNTANT

GENERAL .

during the past year, but because I know that as a consequence of

this act of diplomacy on my part, his self-respect will compel him to

send us at once some work from a brain which in the past has so

often amused and interested our readers . This toast indeed should

have little reference to me apart from the Magazine. When I think

of the way in which quarterafter quarter I inflict upon you my views

on man, on nature, and on human life, ” it seems presumption on

my part to make a speech at all . You may remember the occasion

when Dr. Johnson, who was at times terribly bored with his faithful

hero-worshipper, snapped out at Boswell the exclamation, “ Sir, you

have only two subjects, yourself and me : I am sick of both . ”

Dr. Johnson's state of mind towards Boswell seems to me to have

been similar to that of my patient and long -suffering readers when

they saw me rise to respond to this toast.

Well , the health of the Magazine has been drunk and I am happy

to report well of its general condition . Its circulation is persistent

I use the word advisedly because of the difficulties that lie in our

path-it is normal, we have subscribers all over the world , and we
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We are

maycongratulate ourselves on having become so much an established

institution that we are quite unaffected by criticism .

prosperous; we are living in quiet times ; we go through now no

serious and prolonged crises, such as we have experienced in the

past, when we sometimes did not know what a day might bring forth .

As a free -lance and lover of sport I sometimes feel inclined to regret

that those exciting times are past, but as an Editor and a lover of

peace I realise that it is better that things should be as they are .

There was a time when a certain amount of mystery surrounded the

editorship of St. Martin's, and all sorts of stories ' floated about in

unofficial circles. On one occasion a pressman interviewed me with

the object of ascertaining whether it was true that Mr. Arnold

Morley edited the Magazine under the nom de plume of Ogilvie, and

contributed articles above the mystic initials K.T.L., and he was also

anxious to know whether Mr. Buxton Forman was the poet of St.

Martin's, and whether once a quarter under the initials of H.S.C.

he did not let off all the bitterness of his official soul . There was now

no secret about the editorship, though the old ideas still lingered in out

of the way corners and in old-world habitations . They prevailed

still at the Heralds' College . About two years ago an attack appeared

in our columns on the Heralds' College, and I am informed that a

copy of the Magazine with the portions relating to the College under

lined in blue pencil was sent to the Garter-King of Arms. I opened

up communication with one of the Heralds on the subject, and he

informed me that the Garter-Kirg sent for the Herald who was in

charge of the Branch that had been attacked , which was the Flag

Department, and severely carpeted him . Moreover , the Garter-King

said that he had carefully examined the handwriting on the cover

enclosing the Magazine, and the somewhat playful style in which the

attack was written , and he could come to no other conclusion than

that both were the work of the Duke of Norfolk .

I have referred to the Magazine as an established institution . I

may go further and call it a very important factor in departmental

history. It will I hope , sir, not be thought out of place, if I remind

you and the gentlemen of high position who sit around you of the

very fleeting nature of official fame. In a few years you will all be

more or less forgotten , so far as your official existences are con

cerned . If you live at all, it will be in a great measure by means of

our pages. Most disturbing thought of all to you must be the

reflection that it is my view of you which will live . For I write

your obituary and retiring notices, and when in the twentieth

century the history of the Post Office comes to be written the

historian is far more likely to turn to the chronicles to be found

in our pages than to the long official reports which you

erroneously think have already made your fame immortal. Charles

Lamb once said that posterity had done nothing for him , so he

should write for antiquity ; we, on the contrary, of St. Martin's- le

Grand, take a less commercial view of the situation , and we see

ourselves in imagination already crowned in the years that are to
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come, and we cheerfully and hopefully write for posterity. Indeed

I have little doubt but that in that not very distant future, Beckley,

Ogilvie, King, and myself will be regarded as the most remarkable

and distinguished officials of the latter part of the nineteenth

century. This is in fact a historic occasion . I speak to the

younger men present also, and I assure you that you may live to

tell your grandchildren that you once had the honour of dining with
the Editor of St. Martin's - le-Grand.

I cannot sit down without tendering my thanks to Mr. Engall
for his services to me and the Magazine. It is all nonsense to

suppose that we are working for the Magazine in a self-sacrificing

spirit. I work for it because I like what I have to do ; there is in

me a hereditary tendency to occupy a pulpit, and I find that

St. Martin's is a convenient substitute. As regards Mr. Engall I

know enough of his excellent work, his untiring energy and fine

judgment, to be aware that his is also a labour of love. As regards

Mr. King, his reward is that he helps to keep me out of mischief by

acting asmychurchwarden . I hope during the coming year to be

able to form a Consultative Committee for the purpose of assisting

the Editor in supplying suitable literary matter, and of helping him
in the invidious task of refusing or accepting manuscripts. I

should very much like to be able to reduce the price of single copies

of the Magazine to 6d. each , so that we might put it on sale at a

price which would perhaps more fully represent its market value.

But to do this about a thousand fresh subscribers would have to

join us. I do not despair of attaining such a result , and I look

forward to the future with confidence and hope. Gentlemen, I

thank you all , on behalf of the Magazine, for the way you have

received this toast, and I thank you, sir, personally, for your kind
words respecting us.

( An excellent portrait of the dinner has been taken by Messrs. Fradelle & Young,

Regent Street. Copies can be obtained at 5s . 6d . each . )
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$t. Wartin's Letter- Bag.
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United States Post Office - Report for Year ended

June, 1897 .

N this, his first report, Postmaster -General Garey has to report

an increased deficit. Owing to depression in trade, the revenue

has not grown as fast as the expenditure ; and a General Election,

which fills the coffers of the British Post Office, appears to be pure

loss across the Atlantic, where, it is stated, “ the bulk of frankable

matter handled free of charge was probably more than doubled .”

But there was one part of the business of the United States Post

Office which flourished more than ever. There was an increase of

nearly 5 per cent. in the second-class matter, i.e., printed matter
carried either free or at a nominal postage of id. per lb. The

figures ofthis Service are given as follows :

Cost to the Government of conveyance

of 365 million pounds of second - class

matter
$29,000,000

Postage thereupon $3,000,000

Loss to Government of such conveyance $26,000,000

or over £5,000,000 .

Mr. Garey, like his predecessors, hopes that Congress will do

something to check this anomaly ; but the fact that Congress recently

stopped an effort for the better organization of the Post Office by

grouping smaller offices round a head office does not promise well

for any project of reform . The Government, being merely executive

and having no power over legislation, is of course helpless in the

matter.

A large section of the report is occupied with advocating the

establishment of a Post Office Savings Bank in the States, part of the

profits on which it is proposed to employ in the erection of buildings

for the Post Office and other departments of the Government.

But the most interesting pages are those which give an account of

an experiment in establishing deliveries of letters in rural districts.

Hitherto there has been no delivery by postmen, except in towns

with more than 10,000 inhabitants, and the laying down of 44 rural

posts scattered over the vast area of the States is certainly a modest

beginning . In this connexion a point of some interest to English

men has been raised .

Readers of Mr. Joyce's history will remember the decision of the

Court of King's Bench in 1772 , that the Post Office was by law

obliged to deliver as well as to carry letters . It is urged that, when
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the United States Post Office was established ten years later , it took

over the common-law obligations of the Post Office of Great Britain ,

and so ought to provide for the delivery of all letters in the States.

But to return to the experimental rural delivery, the subject at once

bursts the fetters of common-place officialese , and we read of some

postmen's walks that “ the uncertainties of the situation have acted

like a spring frost on blossoming fruits and have checked many buds

of promise ." Of one route it is said , “ Two carriers ride each 30

miles a day through farms and fruit orchards, which are described by
the local land -boomers as presenting a perpetual vision of beauty,

where

• The balmy spirit of the western gale

Eternal breathes on fruits untaught to fail. ''

On the other hand , another route passes through a township

described as “ so hilly that an ordinary 40 acre farm presents a

cultivable area of 160 acres, because all sides of it are in the air.”

Then we have a list of testimonials, such as we are accustomed to

associate with somebody's soap or cocoa. As this from a lady :

“ You wish to know how I like the free delivery. I think it a

very nice thing. We can now be a little more like city folks, and

have our mail fresh instead of stale ."

Here, too, is the rural postman as reformer ofmorals :

“ The service has proved to be an absolute success in every

particular . The only opposition has come from the saloon keepers

of Tempe, who claim that their revenues from the farming com

munity have been affected very materially since it has been made

no longer necessary for them to come totown to get their mail , a

fact which is gratifying to the moral element of the community .”

But, lest one should tire of the chorus of praise , one solitary dis

sentient, an aged farmer, is quoted as having expressed himself as

follows in regard to the service :

“ I don't see no partic'lar advantage in it . I can go to town often

enough to get all the papers I've got time to read. There ain't no

call for the Guv'ment to go to any such trouble for us farmers. It's

gittin' too darned plutocratic anyway. Fust thing you know the

Guv'ment will be wantin' us to wear cyarpet slippers an’ smoke

seegyars, an' then what in thunder's goin ' to become of the farm

work ? We'll all be gettin ' like them lazy town folks an’ won't stir

out of the house to do a chore till we get our mornin' paper to read .

An' do you think I'm goin' to drop my letters in a box out here for

any one to come along an' get ? How'm I goin' to know they'll

ever git to the post office, or that some'n won't come along an' take

the stamps off'n 'em ? No, siree, Harry, the old way's good enough

for me, as long as I'm a plain farmer.”

One of the most interesting innovations reported is a development

of the ordinary house letter box. This may now be made in two

compartments ; and the postman , when delivering letters , &c. , into

one compartment, also clears the other compartment of corre

spondence placed there for the post . Orders for stamps placed in
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the box are executed at the next delivery, or money may be

deposited in payment of unstamped correspondence.

The use of pneumatic tubes for the transport of letters is being

extended . One which was opened in New York last October makes

a circuit of 7,800 feet, and its inside diameter is about 8 inches. A

carrier holding about 600 letters can be despatched, if necessary,

every six seconds. The time of transit each way is about a minute

and a half.

Foreign mails appear to have been considerably accelerated by

the employment of a Post Office tender to meet the incoming mail

steamers in New York Harbour. It is said that,on an average, since

the use of this tender, mails have been forwarded to their destinations

nearly 22 hours earlier than under the old system.

Not so many interesting criminal cases are reported as in some

past years. The most remarkable is the robbery of a post office,

situated on the premises of a certain college, by two of the students ,

who then blew up the place with dynamite. Another curious case

was that of a railway guard , who long robbed the mails under his

charge, but was at last detected through using a peculiar kind of

thread to sew up again the bags he had rifled.

Britain's Cable Interests.

'HE statement made to the House Committee on Interstate

and Foreign Commerce at Washington, on January 21 , by

President Scrymser, of the Pacific Cable Company, contained some

interesting and striking statements . We are not so sure that all of

them may be acceptedas facts. He said :

“ There are almost 160,000 miles of submarine cable in the world ,

of which 120,000 are owned by the English Government and English

corporations , 15,000 miles by other European nationalities and

22,000 miles by American companies. Thereare somethings going

on in the telegraphic cable business that I think should be known by

our people . Since the Venezuelan question came up four years ago

England has been quietly surrounding our country with ocean

cables. At this very moment a cable is being laid from Bermuda

to the Island of Jamaica, and there are already three lines to the

West Indies. The underlying idea of that cable is to enable Great

Britain to connect her great naval depots at Halifax, Bermuda and

Jamaica, and make them independent of communication through

the United States. The line has been subsidized by the English

Government.

“ It is not commercial , and cannot be commercial at all , but the

subsidy is for a military line on our coast within forty -eight hours of

the great port of New York . These are independent cables , con

necting three great naval depots, which are ten times as strong as

those of the United States . When we go to the Pacific what do we

find there ? We find English companies connecting Europe by way

of Gibraltar and the entrance to the Red Sea , through India,

Australia, China and Japan . And within the last sixty days England
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has revoked its contract with the All-British Pacific cable through

Canada to Australia, because it is not a safemilitary line. England
realizes that in the event of war with us this line across Canada

would be cut at a dozen places, so she has changed her base of

operation , and is now planning to go from Australia , via Mauritius,

to Zanzibar, and by way of the Cape of Good Hope she connects

with English soil, and then via Gibraltar to England .

“ The time is coming when the Hawaiian Islands as a base of

operations are going to be just as valuable to the United States as

Bermuda is to Great Britain , and a cable to the Hawaiian Islands

and then to China and Japan will be a commercial cable, because

China and Japan insist upon some of communication

between the United States and themselves, independent of European

connection .”

French Officialism .

N article under this title appeared in the Nineteenth Century for

February last by the Count de Calonne, and the following
extracts therefrom will be of interest to our readers :

One of the hardest worked services is the Post Office, yet we

know only too well how defective it is . Here also the axe of the

reformer might be wielded with advantage. The men of low rank

receive miserable salaries, and the higher ones , with a few exceptions ,

are only indifferently paid . They number 65,000 and are overloaded

with work. If the inclination existed, the work might be reduced

by one -half. It is a matter of organization. Visitors to post offices

have to do with clerks who are not invariably anxious to keep them

as short a time as possible or even to be civil . Still , one cannot

blame them very severely, seeing the red -tape methods they are

obliged to follow , such as making lengthy double entries which the

customer has to dictate, weighing the letters, inspecting the envelopes,

counting the seals , making sure that the stamps — if it is a registered

letter-have a certain interval between them, and in the case of a

money order, cutting off order, advice, and receipt with a pair of

scissors.

The scissors of the French postal clerk are the queerest instru

ments imaginable in connexion with the service, excepting the

post office omnibus, which is a thing more wonderful still. These

obstructive vehicles are one of the sights of Paris.

might be supposed to be the transport of letters, book -packets ,and

such like. So it is , but they convey at the same time the postmen

who are going to deliver them. Starting from the General Post

Office, they go the four corners of the city dropping the men here

and there en route. Paris has a system of pneumatic tubes which is

said to be copied from that of London but is a poor imitation. The

tubes are too smallto carry anything but little cards, open or closed ,

which are astonishingly expensive. They costthirty centimes, fifty
centimes, and seventy -five centimes. These several prices are

evidently based on the colours of the cards , for there cannot be

more difficulty in carrying one sort than another.

Their purpose
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The most serious of the inconveniences inflicted on the public

by the complicated entries which the clerks have to make is that on

certain days in the large cities—at Paris especially — it is hopeless to

think of approaching the counters. We have seen thirty persons

waiting at the money order wicket of a post office. The wicket was

blocked by a railway clerk who was sending pensions to all the

company's retired servants. There were several hundred and in

each case the name, position and address had to be entered by the

postal clerk in a register, written on an order form , again written on

an advice and on a receipt, and these papers cut out of the book

with the famous pair of scissors. With these examples before us, it

seems scarcely credible that France should have traversed five or

six revolutions in less than a hundred and twenty -five years on the

pretext of securing liberty and reform .

To illustrate the great difference there is between British and

French postage rates, we will say that while in the United Kingdom

the Inland postage for a letter weighing 4 oz. is one penny, in France

it is if.:20 or 11d.,and that it costs one as much to send a post

card from Paris to Versailles, for instance, as from France to San

Francisco.

From “New Letters of Napoleon I."

Heinemann, 1898.

To M. de Lavallette, Director General of the Postal Service .

Fontainebleau , 9th November, 1807 .

The British correspondence goes through Holland. Take measures

to have all the Dutch mails stopped in France, and all letters from

England seized and burnt, after they have been read, and extracts

made from the more important documents.

I cannot but express my dissatisfaction at the small amount of

activity you show about stopping the correspondence. You seem
quite indifferent about it. Let me hear what has been seized since

A great deal has reached Paris. Of all the measures

taken against England this is the most distressing to her.

To M. de Lavallette, Director General of the Postal Service.

Fontainebleau, 14th November, 1807 .

I have your undated letter . The measures you have taken do not

suffice. You have only stopped 12,000 letters, that is a very trifling

matter. If you had had them intercepted at Bayonne, Bordeaux,

&c. , you would have had a great many more . Whenever a ship

from England reaches these coasts take care to have all the letters

seized and sent to you. Take further steps, and let me hear you
have a great quantity of letters.

To M. de Lavallette, Director General of the Postal Service.

Chamartris, 6th December, 1808.

Your work is badly done . You send me nothing but fools, and

my Express from Bayonne has just been captured , because the

my decree.
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Postmaster at Bayonne gave the courier two portmanteaux instead of

one and two bottles of wine as well . The courier has saved the

portmanteau with the wine, and has allowed that containing Mons.

de Champagny's correspondence to be taken. I have just dismissed

the Postmaster. Let all the other Postmasters know of his dismissal .

Long ago I gave orders that no express was to carry more than

twenty - five pounds weight. The Spanish Express must not carry

any letter but mine and no one is to make up the packets but

Mons. Ménéval. This had been regularly done hitherto. Mons.

Ménéval has the key, and the letters should only be sent when I

think fit ; instead of which it frequently happens that, contrary to

my intention , other people have news from Paris before me.

The Clergy and the Post Office.

T is a fact which can be corroborated by all Post Office servants

that the most unreasonable and unbusinesslike critics we have

to deal with are to be found among the clergy. The following is a

letter written by a clergyman in Ireland to a Postmaster, and it tells

its own tale.

Dear Sir ,

I am writing to you to say that I despatched a letter on Tuesday

the 8th of this month to -and I beg leave to say that the letter

never reached its destination . Of course, as you are well aware, it

should have been in on Wednesday morning. I cannot know the

reason why ; but if the public have no confidence in the Post Office

then the sooner it is done away with the better.

Faithfully yours, &c.

This particular clergyman is, however, a gentleman in his saner

moments, and three days afterwards he wrote again. Perhaps he

feared that as a result of his first letter, the Department would

commit suicide ,

Dear Sir ,

I wrote to you on last Saturday in reference to the non-delivery of

a letter to-- and Iam writing to say that the letter has arrived

now at its destination . I wish to explain the reason of the mistake,

&c. , &c . , I am satisfied now that it was not the fault of

the Post Office, and I must therefore apologise to you for attaching

any blame to your department.

Faithfully yours.

We breathe again. The public has regained confidence in us.

A Famous House.

ENERAL MEREDITH READ, formerly Consul General for

the United States in France and afterward Minister to Greece,

devoted the last eighteen years of his life to collecting and arranging

materials for “ Historic Studies in Vaud, Berne, and Savoy ” which

have recently been published in two bulky volumes. “ Of this

work , ” he says in the preface, “ the text is a house—a house from

.

G
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which we survey the passage of a thousand years, six hundred of

which are associated with its existence.” But , like other persons

who take texts, General Read is slow in coming to the point and

often wanders from his subject. Nevertheless, he has written an

interesting book and his thousand pages are closely packed with

valuable matter. The house, La Grotte, at Lausanne, formed part

of a Franciscan Convent for nearly 300 years, and among its

inhabitants have been Amadeus VIII . of Savoy, sometime Pope

Felix V. who was appointed by the council of Basel in 1439 and

resigned in 1449 ; William Loys a Bochat , historian, whose wife

Susanne de Teissomare was the aunt of George Deyverdun ; and

Edward Gibbon who lived there from 1784 to 1793 five years as joint

occupant with Deyverdun, and after his friend's death as sole tenant.

The volumes contain many details of Gibbon’s life at Lausanne and

an amount of such relics of him , pictures, portraits, books, letters, and

two dozen of his famous Madeira, as are still to be found in the

neighbourhood . There is also a good deal of information about J. J.

Rousseau, Voltaire and other visitors to the shores of the Lake of

Geneva.

La Grotte, with all its interesting memories , was , to the author's

manifest regret, pulled down a few years ago and a Post Office now

occupies the site. General Read seems to think this almost a

degradation : the readers of this magazine may be of a different

opinion, and consider that as La Grotte is now the scene of such

useful and important work , it has obtained the very zenith of its

glory.

More Babu English.

HE following report , dated 12th August, 1897 , was received by

the Superintendent of Post Offices, Purnea Division, Bengal ,

from the Inspector of the Purnea Sub- Division :

I have the honor to bring to your kind notice that fortunately I

got my life this time from a danger which may be kindly noticed

to the Dy. Postmaster- General , Bihar. The fact of the case is that

on my way from Araria to Dolbhajja in the last night at i a.m. of

date there being a break of the road for the falling down of the

bridge near Patantooly at 13 miles from Araria as I was to pass

the river or water through my cart for absence of any boat some

alligators ran on my oxen hence the oxen getting fear forcibly took

away my cart in an abyss below the water of 12 feet which the

cartman failed to obstruct . The oxen forcibly left the cart and fled

to the other side of the river by swimming. I myself being inside

the matscreen of my cart the whole cart fell down in the abyss, I

used to cry loudly at the time. The cart with myself was drowned

in the meantime the Overseer Babu Mahendra Nath Ghose and

my cook jumped on the water and took my cart in a place where

47 water then I myself jumped on the water and saved my life.

The alligators getting fear from the cart fled to the roadside and no

sooner we came to the road they jumped on the water. Had I

TH
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been under suffocation for 3 minutes more then there was no hope

of my life. All my records, beddings, clothes and other things that

were in my cart were got wet. The District Map (binding in book )

got damaged and discoloured with all other case papers from the

water which I however saved through the sunshine of date at

Dolbhajja. The nearest residents told thereafter that some men

died this year in the abyss by the attack of the alligators. I am

much unwell the voice of my speech is fallen low and out of order
from the suffocation .

TH
case .

The True Story of a Lid.

( For obvious reasons the names of personsand places have been altered .)

HE Postmaster of Packham having reported to the Surveyor

the receipt by him from Fuddleford of a protector without

a lid , the following are the official papers dealing with
In

thefirstplace , the lid was sent with the protector from Packham

to Fuddleford, but the officials at Fuddleford failed to return it .

Porter Knowall, -Respecting the attached report.

O. HANGITALL, Supt. ,

26th April, 1897 .

Sir, - I returned the packet . basket by the 7.40 p.m , train , and I

have no knowledge of the lid .

Yours respectfully,

C. KNOWALL,

April 27th , 1897 .

Stamper Knownothing,-You would empty the packet basket .

0. HANGITALL, Supt . ,

April 28th , 1897 .

Sir,—The packet basket was opened by Mr. Lightfoot.

Yours obediently,

H. KNOWNOTHING,

April 29th, 1897 .

Mr. Lightfoot,—What did you do with the lid , please ?

O. HANGITALL, Supt . ,

April 30th, 1897 .

Sir,—I opened the Packham protector to take out the letter bill ,

but know nothing about the lid . The empty protector would be put

away by Stamper Knownothing , who should have seen that it was

complete and in proper order for return .

Yours obediently,

R. LIGHTFOOT,

30th April, 1897 .
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Stamper Knownothing,-For further explanation, see Mr. Light .

foot's endorsement.

O. HANGITALL, Supt. ,

Ist May, 1897.

Sir,I have nothing to do with disposing of the protector. Porter

Peaceful would clear away the bags and the Packham protector from

8 a.m. to 9 a.m.

Yours obediently,

H. KNOWNOTHING,

May 3rd, 1897 .

Porter Peaceful,-For explanation .

O. HANGITALL, Supt. ,

May 4th , 1897 .

Sir ,—This protector is always put away before I commence to

pick up my bags. I therefore should not deal with it at all .

Yours obediently,

P. PEACEFUL,

5th May, 1897 .

Porter Knowall,—See Stamper Knownothing's last endorsement.

You would be on number 5 duty.

O. HANGITALL, Supt. ,

6th May, 1897 .

Sir ,—The lid should be replaced in the packet basket by the clerk

opening and disposing of it for the time being. The porter on

number 5 duty should not be held responsible for it, as he has

no means of knowing of its arrival unless it is replaced by the clerk

opening it. I would point out that in the present instance the

protector arrived on the3rd April, and that I was not on number 5

duty until April 5th.

Yours respectfully ,

C. KNOWALL,

May 7th, 1897 .

[The papers at this stage of the enquiry were submitted to the head

superintendent, who returned them for further enquiries .]

Mr. Hangitall , The man responsible is the one who placed the

protector ready for despatch. Why did not this officer see that there

was no lid ? You appear to ignore him. He should have seen there

was no lid, and either asked for one or rejected the protector.

This enquiry has now been in hand for more than a week, and is

not yet completed.

J. UPWRIGHT, Chief Supt. ,

IIth May, 1897 .
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Mr. Faversum ,-Please go through this matter for me and inform

Mr. Upwright who, in your opinion, should really be responsible for

seeing that the lid is returned with the packet basket.

O. HANGITALL, Supt.,

May 12th , 1897 .

Mr. Sharpeye ,-See Mr. Upwright's endorsement in red ink. You

are held to be responsible for the lid , and seeing that it was not on

the packet basket, Mr. Upwright holds that you should have rejected

it .

E. FAVERSUM, Supt. ,

May 13th, 1897 .

The Postmaster,---I do not remember having noticed whether

the lid was attached to the protector in question , but will exercise

greater care in the future.

I beg to submit that the porter who prepares the protector for use

should see that a lid is provided . I did not know that it was my

duty to reject the protector on this account.

Yours obediently,

F. SHARPEYE,

May 14th , 1897 .

M

[Collapse of the investigation ; the lid , meanwhile , having been
found fastened to another protector .] B. P. F.

The late Mr. Herbert Price.

ANY of our readers will have already heard with regret of the

death of Mr. Herbert Price, Registrar of the Secretary's

Office at the General Post Office and Secretary of the Post Office
Employés' Mutual Guarantee Association Limited. Mr. Price

entered the service in August 1867, and, after a short experience in

the Savings Bank, was transferred to the Circulation Department,

where he remained for eight years. In July 1875 he was appointed

Assistant Registrar and Keeper of Official Papers, and in February

1880 he was promoted to the Registrarship . In connection with

his original appointment Mr. Price used to relate with a touch of

sarcasm, that when his father, who was a Nonconformist minister,

applied to the Postmaster General of the Liberal Government then

in office, to nominate his son to compete for a clerkship in the

Secretary's Office, he was told that the sons of Nonconformist

ministers were not eligible, but could be nominated to other

branches of the Post Office ; and as a comment on this attempt to

maintain the orthodoxy of the Secretary's Office, Mr. Price would cite

the names of several sons of Nonconformist ministers who, a very

few years after the refusal to nominate himself, obtained appoint
ments in that office by open competition.

Mr. Price will probably be best remembered as the Secretary of
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the Guarantee Association , the success of which is largely due to his

zeal and painstaking efforts. He acted as Honorary Secretary to

the Provisional Committee in 1886, and when the Association was

formed in 1887 was appointed Secretary. Those were the days of

small things ; but the business grew under his able management; an

efficient force of women clerks was trained and ganised, andevery

detail of the work was carefully and thoroughly planned. All this

made heavy demands on his time and energy, and in combination

with the pressure of his official duties tended, it is to be feared, to

overtax his strength . Two or three years ago he took up the question

of starting a Post Office Employés' Widows ' and Orphans' Fund, and

MR. HERBERT PRICE .

succeeded in collecting a nucleus for the fund by contributions from

the Post Office Insurance Society and from other sources. “ If this

fund is established, ” writes a colleague who knew Mr. Price well ,

it will probably prove a great boon to those for whose benefit it is

intended and will be a lasting memorial of one who had ever the
interests of others at heart,"

In the spring of 1896 Mr. Price had a severe attack of typhoid
fever, from the effects of which he never really recovered. Last

autumn, under medical advice, he left England, accompanied by his

sister, for a voyage to Australia, but unfortunately he did not derive

any benefit from the change. He became gradually weaker and

passed peacefully away on the 29th November before reaching

Mr. Price was in his fiftieth year.
Melbourne.
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The late Mr. J. B. Chapman.

R. CHAPMAN, late of the Engineer -in -Chief's Office, was

- born at Newport, Mon., in 1844 ; he entered the service of

the Electric Telegraph Company in 1854 and was transferred to the

Post Office in January 1870. He was placed in charge of the

Repeater Station at Haverfordwest, where his technical abilities soon

markedhim out for recognition , and after a time he was transferred

to headquarters. At the time of his death he occupied the

responsible position of Acting Principal Technical Officer .

The deceased gentleman was intimately associated with the in

troduction and perfecting of the system of fast speed automatic

MR. J. B. CHAPMAN .

telegraphy, which from small beginnings has after many years of

exhaustive research and patient experiment been brought to the

present high standard of 600 words per minute. Improvements in

repeater working, upon which the speed of cable and long distance

circuits so much depends, also engaged a considerable share of his

attention .

Mr. Chapman had many good qualities of heart and head, and the

news of his death came as a painful surprise to many. A severe

attack of bronchitis, attended by other complications, rapidly

exhausted his strength, and he quietly passed away on Monday,

February 14th, after an absence from duty of only one week. In

the bereavement which has fallen upon them , the widow and family

have the sympathy of a wide circle of friends of the late Mr.

Chapman both inside and outside the service.
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“ The Oldest Postmaster in the World .”

M Down, Ireland, is probably not only the oldest Postmaster
in the world , but the oldest inhabitant of the United Kingdom, and

the oldest Methodist anywhere. He took part in the volunteer

movement at the close of the last century, and did his first bit of

soldiering when only about 14 years of age, i.e. , upwards of a hundred

years ago . His house has long been a stopping place for Methodist

ministers “on circuit ," and some years ago he built on his own

premises a hall, where services are held every Sunday, and occasion

ally on week -nights. Mr. Taylor has been Sub -Postmaster of Scarva

for seventy years, which is probably a “ record ” service, and as he is

now said to be about 116 years of age, it is clear that the “ 65 Rule "

does not apply to him. He is above all rule, and will probably be

allowed to die in harness, an event which , it may be hoped, is still

somewhat in the future. When a man has lived to 116, there seems

no reason why he shouldn't live to 160.

MR. H. HOLT.

MR

Mr. Henry Holt.

R. HENRY HOLT, Postmaster of Mombasa (East Africa ),

;* was born at Burnley on the 16th July, 1868. He entered

the service of the Post Office in that town in June, 1882 ; in the

following January he became a Telegraph Assistant, and in June,

1884, was appointed a Sorting Clerk and Telegraphist . Mr. Holt was

selected for the Postmastership of Mombasa in October last ; and he

left London on the 24th December to take up the duties of his new

appointment. Mombasa, which is connected with Europe and India
by telegraph, is the capital of British East Africa and possesses

one of the finest harbours on the east coast of Africa . There is also

telegraphic communication along the coast between Mombasa
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and Lamu. The Uganda Railway has its terminus at Mombasa ,

which is now connected with the mainland by a railway bridge 1,732

feet in length. T.

TH

Mr. W. J. Prangnell.

HIS gentleman retired from the Comptroller and Accountant

General's Office at the end of December last, after the long

period of 48 years' service. He entered the service of the late

Electric and International Telegraph Company in 1849, when there

was only one telegraph office in London open all night, and only

three clerks on duty , and he received thetelegram announcingthe

victory of the allied armies at the battle of theAlma . On Sunday,

Mr. W. J. PRANGNELL,

July 1st, 1855 , a renewal of the riots that took place in Hyde Park on

the previous Sunday was expected , and Mr. Prangnell was locked in

all day at the Knightsbridge Telegraph Office, prepared to telegraph

to Scotland Yard for reinforcements if required . Fortunately the

Sunday passed quietly and no telegram was sent. Many of the

principal telegraph offices in London were opened by Mr. Prangnell ,

notably the first telegraph office in the Stock Exchange , and in 1859

and 1860 he had charge of the telegraph office at the House of

Commons. When not engaged at the House, he took temporary

charge of several of the larger Provincial Offices, such

Southampton, Edinburgh , Glasgow and Dundee. Mr. Prangnell

recalls that it was in 1853 that female telegraphists were first

employed , and that this came about through the influence of Major

General Wylde, one of the directors of the Electric Company, who

was in attendance upon Her Majesty. It was understood at the time

that the Queen approved of the employment of women in telegraphy,

and probably Her Majesty would be both surprised and gratified at

the extent to which such employment has attained .

as
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In 1861, Mr. Prangnell was appointed Cashier and Paymaster to

the Electric Company, which office he held until the transfer of the

Telegraphs to the Post Office in 1870. Since then he has served in

the Cashier's Branch of the Comptroller and Accountant General's

Office, where his colleagues and friends presented him with a hand

some testimonial on his retirement. Mr. Prangnell took an active

interest in schemes having for their object the benefit of his brother

officers, and was at the time of his retirement, and continues to be,

Secretary of the Rowland Hill Permanent Building Society.

M "

Mr. G. H. Tuckett.

R. G. H. TUCKETT, the son of Mr. J. W. Tuckett, Post

master of Burnley, was born atLeeds on the 22nd October,

1875 . In June, 1891 , he entered the Post Office Service at Leeds,

where, in the following year, he secured an appointment as Sorting

Clerk . In April, 1894, he was transferred to Gateshead, and from

that office he was selected for appointment to the Postmastership of

MR. G. H. TUCKETT.

Blantyre, in the British Central Africa Protectorate, the duties of

which he took up on the ist November last.

Blantyre, which is the seat of the Scotch Established Church

Mission in East Africa , may be regarded as the metropolis of the

Protectorate, inasmuch as it is the head quarters for the above

Mission, for the African Lakes Corporation , and for Sharrar's Trading

Company. It is also the principal centre of the coffee plantations in

that country. The seat of the Government is, however, at Zomba,

nearly 40 miles distant. Blantyre is situated in the Shiré Highlands,

about 3,000 feet abovesea-level, and boasts of being famous for its

goodfellowship and civilization . The climate is bracing and cool ,

and the vegetation luxuriant . Fruit and plants (many of which are

P
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common in England) grow abundantly, and Mr. Tuckett?states, in a

letter dated 2nd December last, that in his garden, on that date,

tomatoes, pineapples, and roses were in full bloom .

Mr. John Gentle.

THIS is a portrait of Mr. John Gentle, who retired from the

Edinburgh Post Office in January last , after 55 years' service,

during which hewas absent eight days only from illness . Mr. Gentle

remembers when the Night Mails were conveyed between Edinburgh

and Glasgow in a gig, which continued for some time after the

4

Mr. J. GENTLE .

railway was opened , and when the mails to and from the railway

station were carried in a hand-barrow . He remembers, too, when the

Mail Guard to the North had to pay his fare like an ordinary

passenger, and when the Chairman and Manager of the Highland

Railway Company were had up and threatened with pains and

penalties for refusing to carry Her Majesty's Mails, a station master

being “ apprehended ” in connection with the same case.

Mr. Arthur Gibson .

ROM the commencement of the present quarter Mr. Arthur

Gibson retires from the Service , and the Secretary's Office
misses a member familiar to it for more than 30 years. He will be

FR
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much regretted, as a man of kindliness and strong individuality,

must ever be, and will be remembered as one who, though

eminently gentle and peace-loving, generally got his own way in

the end, through his ability, ingenuity, and tenacity.

Mr. Gibson's character possesses much charm for all who know

him , and his influence has been considerable, both on his seniors

and juniors, loyal and helpful as he was to the former, considerate,

patient and ever interested in developing the character and talents

of the latter. We have, indeed, heard it acknowledged by several

men who had the advantage of a training under Mr. Gibson, and

have afterwards risen to good posts, how much they owed to his

good advice and example.

Besides, Arthur Gibson is so good natured a man , and withal

so merry, that it is no wonder he has put in his full time of service,

and leaves us while he has scarcely a grey hair. “ A merry heart

goes all the day,” and let us hope that Arthur Gibson has many

days and years before him in which to enjoy his well-earned ease

and pension—and in which to think of the many friends he leaves

behind him, who wish him every happiness .

MR . J. F. Ducloy.

M

Mr. J. F. Ducloy.

R. JACQUES FLORENT DUCLOY, who retired from

the service on the 31st January at the age of sixty-six, and

whose portrait accompanies this notice, entered the service of the

late Submarine Telegraph Company at Calais in 1852 , and is one

of the few now living who have personal recollections of the laying

of the first submarine telegraph cable, which occurred the previous

year. Many and interesting are his reminiscences of the actual

laying of the cable, and ofthe subsequent events connected with

the development of international telegraphy. He relates how on a

fine summer's day in the year 1851 the natives of Cap Grisnez
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ancient Craig's Ness, and well-known to sojourners at some of our

seaside resorts from its brilliant revolving light—were greatly

surprised to notice an English steamer close to their shore,

apparently making all preparations for landing. Little did they

know the importance of the issue, and the vast developments which

would ensue, not the least being the fostering of peaceful relations

between the two nations about to be connected by the electric wire.

A body of English workmen landed with various implements, one

of the intentions being to blast and break up the several ridges of

rock surrounding Cap Grisnez. This portion of the work, however,

never accomplished. The workmen fraternized with the

natives, an entente cordiale being speedily established . With the

workmen came several scientific gentlemen . A copper wire, roughly

covered with gutta -percha , the shore-end being sheathed with lead,

was brought up to the coastguard's hut ; then a mysterious needle

instrument was connected to it, a battery joined up, and signals

were immediately exchanged with the English end of the

experimental line. Soon exclamations of joy and satisfaction were

heard, in which the natives joined without knowing the exact

bearing of the experiments. Unfortunately signals were only passed

for a few minutes, after which they entirely failed. Sufficient had ,

however, been done to prove the practicability of submarine

telegraphy. Wonder was expressed at the suddenness of the

stoppage ; but this was made clear the next day when, on the Place

Navarin at Boulogne, a very large coil of the experimental wire was

exhibited ; and it was explained that the crew of a fishing smack, in

hauling in their tackle, had also heaved up the wire , much

astonished as to what this new wonder of the deep might be. The

fishermen cut it, hauled it in, and, at last, weary of its apparent

endlessness, cut it again , and allowed the rest to drop overboard,

bringing their strange prize ashore.

The following summer, 1852 , will always be remarkable in the

annals of submarine telegraphy, it being during this year that the

first practical submarine telegraph cable was laid , between St.

Margaret's, near Deal , and Sangatte, on the opposite French coast.

Submarine telegraphy between England and France soon began in
earnest. Telegrams, which had hitherto been sent across the

Channel by special messenger , now began to be signalled by

telegraph in large numbers , the instrument used being the double

needle, the single needle being sometimes brought into use on

occasions of line disturbance. One of the most remarkable

features of this early international telegraphy was that, at the outset,

all telegrams were translated from English to French , and vice versa,

before being transmitted over the land lines of the respective

countries . In the present day, with thousands of telegrams written

in foreign languages passing and repassing daily, it is difficult to

contemplate such a state of things. Two translating clerks were

employed at the Submarine Company's office at Calais at the end of

the year 1852 , when Mr. Ducloy joined the service there. The



ST . MARTIN'S LETTER BAG. 221

operating staff consisted of two individuals, the French officials, to

whom all traffic had to be handed over for transmission over the

Government lines, being located on the floor above the cable

operating room . By the end of 1853 the work of translating was

abolished, and telegramswere accepted and transmitted in several

European languages. The traffic, which at first was transmitted

between Calais and Dover, was soon transmitted from Calais direct

to London. In 1854 direct communication between London and

Paris was established . In this connexion experiments were made

with the Foy apparatus, as well as with the double and single needle,

but the last twowere ultimately adopted, only soon , however, to be

superseded by the Morse. It was in connexion with the intro

duction of this latter form of apparatus that Mr. Ducloy was

transferred from Calais to London . The Morse was worked until

about twenty- five years ago, when it was , in its turn , supplanted by

the Hughes, which itself is now threatened by the Baudot.

Mr. Ducloy was transferred in April , 1889 , to the Department's

service as Assistant Superintendent in the cable room at the Central

Telegraph Office, and upon the death of Mr. Despointes, late in the

same year, was appointed Superintendent, a position which he held

till his retirement. As his established service only dated from the

year of his transfer, a special extension of the age-limit was granted

by the Treasury ; but by the passing last Autumn of the Bill

recognizing the back -service of the Submarine Company's employés
from 1870, Mr. Ducloy was enabled to retire on a modest

competence, and one which, taking into consideration his long and

conscientious services in the interests of international telegraphy, he

fully merits .

Mr. Ducloy was one of the first members of the Society of

Electrical Engineers, and is a practical man, never happier than

when busy with his lathe , or constructing some colossal induction

coil ; he has studied art successfully at the Royal Academy, and is a

clever cabinet-maker. With these varied accomplishments he is not

likely to find his well-earned leisure hang heavily on his hands : that

he may long live to enjoy it is the earnest hope of all who have

been associated with him. G.

O was

Kirriemuir's Grand Old Man .

N the 28th February there passed away, at Kirriemuir, Mr.

James Donaldson , aged ninety-one years. No man

better known in the place than “ Jamie Donaldson ," and few visitors

to Thrums went away without seeking an interview with him. He

had sat as a typical “ Thrumsian ” for several distinguished artists,

including Sir William Hole, R.S.A. It was, however , as a rural

telegraph messenger and rural postman that the deceased was most

widely known. The Dundee Courier and Argus says of him :

“ Fleet and wiry, and all his days an eminently healthy man , Jamie ,

even when over eighty years of age, thought nothing of setting out

on a journey of twenty miles with a telegram . Indeed , as a
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pedestrian the old man established a record unequalled in local

annals. The deceased was one of the last of the original members

of the Kirriemuir North Free Church, in the congregational doings

of which he evinced a keen interest . He leaves a son and

Mwe,and

dir

J.B

MR. J. DONALDSON .

M

daughter, both of whom are married , and reside in Dundee . His

wife predeceased him nearly half-a - century ago ." He had a

wonderful memory, and on all matters of local interest was full of

the most curious and complete information .

Mr. F. G. Welch.

R. F. G. WELCH , who retired from the Secretary's Office

at the end of last month , has been connected with the

Post Office for nearly fifty years ; for he was appointed to a clerk

ship in the London District Office, by the Marquis of Clanricarde,

so far back as November, 1849. Mr. Welch has some amusing

recollections of his early days --those good old times when there

were no Civil Service or medical examinations, and when an entrant

had merely to state that he was over sixteen years of age. At that

time, thepostage on letters sent by or addressed to clerks in the

London District Office was repaid to them, but not in excess of

five shillings a quarter. Stationery , pens , and sealing wax were

also issued quarterly for the private use or disposal of the clerks.

Salaries were paid quarterly ; and pay day was invariably followed by

a considerable amount of sick leave among certain of the staff. We
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need hardly say that Mr. Welch was not among these latter ; indeed,

he has a clean bill of health , and not a single day's sick leave is

recorded against him during the whole of his forty - eight years of

service !

In 1853 , Mr. Welch was transferred to the Railway Office (sub

sequently known as the Mail Office and T.P.O.),and remained there

until 1857 , when he was appointed Clerk in Charge. From 1857

Mr. F. G. WELCH.

to 1893 , since which time he has remained in the Secretary's Office,

he has had many varied experiences, some particulars of which, we

hope, he will furnish in a future number of St. Martin's-le -Grand.

His many friends heartily wish him good health and length of days

in his retirement.

M

Mr. T. J. Hanley.

R. T. J. HANLEY, Controller of the Money Order Office,

has retired from the service after an official career extending

over 43 years. He was appointed in 1854 to the Money Order

Office , Dublin , and a few years later was transferred to the Savings

Bank Department , London . In 1877 his marked business abilities

led to his being selected for a staff appointment in the Money Order

Office in connection with certain changes of administration which

were initiated at that time, and in 1891 he was appointed Controller

in succession to the late Mr. Hawkes. There were many circum

stances connected with the Money Order Office which made the

position a difficult one to fill, but Mr. Hanley applied himself to his
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work with untiring zeal and assiduity, and with a sincere desire to

improve the Money Order system . Mr. Hanley is an enthusiastic

yachtsman, is a member of the R.T.Y.C., and the owner of a fine

yawl, the “ Olympia," of 89 tons . We trust he has before him

many years of health and energy, so that he may enjoy his favourite

pastime, andthe leisure which he has so well earned.

1

!

)

A

2

MR. F. A. BROWN .

ON

Bravery .

N Saturday the 20th November, in the presence of the Staff

of the Cambridge Post Office, the Postmaster presented a

testimonial to Mr. F. A. Brown, Sorting Clerk, for gallantly saving

the life of Police Constable Davis, of the County Constabulary, on

the roth of August last. This testimonial is the second which has

been awarded to Mr. Brown for bravery by the Royal Humane

Society during the past few months. Mr. Lambert, in a few weli

chosen words, handed the Vellum to Mr. Brown, amidst the applause

of the assembled Staff, and commended his example to all those who

might have similar opportunities in the future. He expressed the

hope that Mr. Brown might be the recipient of the Society's Bronze

Medal.

The Duke and The Kaiser.

HE Duke of Norfolk was very human last night : he made a

frank confession when presiding over a smoking concert at St.

James's Restaurant, organised in association with the Post Office

Cricket Club. Replyingto a vote of thanks proposed by Sir Spencer

Walpole, and seconded by Mr. Lewin Hill, he spoke of the “great

department in which I serve—what other word can I use ?—the

great department which I endeavour to control—at least so far as the

permanent officials, whose slave I am , will permit me ” —whereat

TH
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there 'was wide-spread laughter. But altogether his Grace made a

speech , excellent in point and admirable in spirit, which elicited the

hearty cheers of the members of the Post Office who crowded the

room ,

The Duke, dealing with the association of the gathering with

cricket, remarked that there seemed to be indications that the great

game of cricket was taking the place of the more serious parts of life.

On the newspaper placards they saw set out in small, very small,

type, “ Reverse on the Indian Frontier," and then , in exceedingly

large type , " Test Match : Collapse of England ." Those placards

certainly suggested a great many things, but principally that the general

run of folk was now more anxious to know whether England or their

Colonial cousins had won at cricket, than whether the gallant troops

on the frontier had suffered a reverse . However, they could take

comfort to themselves that the great national games constituted the

backbone of the country, and he ventured to think that it was a very

good thing that they took a real pride, an intense earnestness in those

manly games. When the German Emperor was over here he was

taken to see a review, in which one of our soldiers stood for about a

thousand in his own country. The Eton and Harrow cricket match

was on at the time, but he was not taken to see that. That was a

piece of folly, because a cricket match such as that, would have, no

doubt, enlarged his mind.— Westminster Gazette, Feb. 9th, 1898.

Civil Service Musical Instrument Association .

O Society connected with the Service is making such promising

strides as this Association . It sells pianos, organs and other

musical instruments at guaranteed net wholesale prices for cash , and

purchasers who deal with it may be confident that they are getting

full value for their money. The Association has recently published a

new edition of a pamphlet of testimonials received from customers.

These testimonials are evidently genuine , and in letter after letter one

finds praise bestowed on the straightforward manner in which the

business is conducted, and astonishment at the fact that such beautiful

instruments can be supplied at so low a price . Arrangements are

made through the Civil Service Bank by which instruments can be

purchased by instalments at a very slight advance on the cash price.

The Association exports pianos and organs to all the British

Dominions, and we hear they have just received a trial order from the

government of Western Australia, the instruments being destined

for the prison chapels of the Colony . At some time or other in our

lives, whether we are musical or not, we are compelled to purchase at

least a piano, and those of us who are not critics or judges are

constantly in danger of being let in by some enterprising tradesman

who is willing to profit by our inexperience. It is pleasant to think

that by placing our needs in the hands of an Association connected

with our own Service, we shall be fairly dealt with, and we wish the

Association the further success which it deserves.
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FOR

The Irish Post Office Staff.

OR the first time since 1784, when the General Post Office

as an institution in Dublin was established, the chief officials

of the department in Ireland met together at dinner in the Hotel

Metropole, Dublin, on the 15th January last . The new Secretary,

Mr. R. A. Egerton, was in the chair, and the guest of the evening

was Mr. H. L. Creswell , his predecessor. The toasts were “ The

Queen ,” “The Postmaster-General," proposed by the Chairman ;

“ The Secretary," proposed by Mr. Barnard ( Surveyor ); “ Our

Guest,” by Mr. Baillie Gage (Solicitor ) ; “ The Heads of Depart

ments,” by Mr. McMahon (Cashier) and Mr. Bowker (Secretary's

Office), responded to by Mr. Louth (Engineer) and Mr. Quirke

(Controller ). “ The Dinner Committee was proposed by Mr.

Egerton , and responded to by Mr. John Kelly. So popular was

the dinner that we are informed that with the exception of a few

officers who were absent by reason of illness the entire staff of

the major establishment of the Irish Post Office Department were

present. Mr. Egerton won golden opinions from his new staff for

the tact and geniality with which he presided.

"

1

M

A Post Office Lecture.

R. PENGELLEY, chief clerk at Tiverton, lectured at the

Exeter Guildhall, on the 9th March last, on “ The Post

Office, its history and humours, with special reference to Exeter . ”

The Mayor presided, and he was supported by Mr. Irish , Postmaster

of Exeter, and others. Mr. Pengelley covered a great deal of

ground familiar to the readers of St. Martin's-le-Grand, and he

furnished some most interesting statistics relating to the history of

the Exeter Post Office in particular. He also told some amusing

stories of the days when the office was not conducted at such high

pressure as it is at the present day. There might be somepeople

in Exeter at the present time who remembered an occasion when

there was a balloon ascent near the city. If they had passed the

Post Office at the time this event was occurring they would have

seen a notice on the door which the clerks had posted up : " Gone

to see a balloon ascent, back in an hour. ” Those dayswere over

for the Post Office. Mr. Pengelley illustrated his lecture by means

of lantern slides , showing pictures of the old post boys and coaches,

the modern systems, and Post Office Buildings in all parts of the
world .

Post Office Clerks ' Benevolent Fund.

HE Annual General Meeting of the subscribers to the above

Fund was held in the Library, General Post Office, on the

3rd March, Sir Spencer Walpole , K.C.B., presiding.

In moving the adoption of the Committee's Report and the

Balance Sheet, a copy of which had been placed in the hands of

every subscriber, the chairman congratulated the Committee on the

TH
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excellent work they were engaged upon . He was pleased tonotice

that the fund was ina flourishing condition, and referring to the new

society which the ladies of the Savings Bank proposed to establish in

order to meet their special requirements, the Chairman hoped that

the loss which the Fund would experience on account of the

withdrawal of those ladies would bemade good by an increase in the

number of subscribers from the male staff .

Sir Robert Hunter seconded the resolution, pointing out that

though the Civil Service dealt kindly with its servants whilst they

were alive, the treatment bestowed upon the relatives of deceased

officers was not satisfactory. He was therefore very pleased to be

associated with a society which did so much to lessen the suffering

of those left in distress.

The Report, &c . , having been adopted, Mr. Plucknett, the Hon.

Secretary, moved the appointment of the new Committee, which he

regretted did not include Mr. Yeld, the late Chairman, Mr. May,

late Vice-Chairman , and Mr. Cordeaux. The resolution on being

seconded by Mr. Bowie was also carried.

Hearty votes of thanks were then accorded to the Auditors and

Committee on the proposal of Mr. May and Mr. Benton, seconded

by Mr. Bennett and Mr. Bridger. Mr. Milliken, who had audited

the accounts for 28 years, responded for the Auditors, and Mr. Bundy

(Chairman of the Committee) for the Committee.

A vote of thanks to Sir Spencer for taking the Chair, proposed by

Mr. Buxton Forman and seconded by Mr. Lang, brought a successful

meeting to a close .

A Graceful Acknowledgment.

HE SKETCH ” of March 9th last contains the following,

written over the signature of “ Captain Coe ” :

“We hear complaints now and then of the delay in the delivery

of telegrams, but sporting men have very little to complain of, as the

racing and cricket department of the General Post Office is ably
conducted . During the course of the year Ι

open and locate at

least twenty thousand telegrams , Press and private , and during an

experience extending over twenty years I have not known more than

half- a -dozen a year, on the average, go astray. This speaks volumes

for the discipline and administrative ability displayed in this special

branch of the Telegraph Department , and the funny part of it is , I
do not know who the head of this branch .”

If “ Captain Coe, ” the next time he is at Newmarket, will call on

Mr. T. Mason, the Superintendent of the Special Telegraphic Staff,

we feel certain he will receive some enlightenment on the last
mentioned point.

A Country Post Office.

'HE illustration on the next page shews the Post Office Horton,

a small village about 22 miles from Ilminster, Somerset, which

has been held by members of the same family from its opening in 1852,

to the present time. The first sub-postmaster, JamesChannell, held

" THE

TH
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the office for 23 years. Upon his death, in 1875 , the inhabitants of

the neighbourhood, as a tokenof their respect, erected a tombstone

with a suitable inscription to his memory in Donyatt Churchyard.

His widow was then appointed Sub- Postmistress , and continued in

that position until 1895, when she resigned through ill-health . The

office is now filled by the son , who is seen standing in the gateway ,

apparently off duty, with his faithful dog by his side. A. B.

biti od

MORTON POST DENCE

A COUNTRY Post OFFICE .

THI

The Highlander's English.

HE following letter was received by a Coal Company in Fife,

and it is a characteristic attempt on the part of a Highlander

to write English. The application for an appointment for the son

who is writing the letter is especially amusing. We are indebted to

Mr. T. Morris, of Shrewsbury, for a copy of the letter .

Tarbert,

5th Sept., 1897 .

SIR,-I was understand that you was a cole pit. I was want to

know what was your monish for to supply cole to be deliver to

Tarbert at the Quay most nearest to the city of Tarbert lock fine

side. I was used to get my cole from a agent at Greenoke, but he

was charge me a great dale much more than I was understan he

was pay for them,and altho I was am always used to was a onest

man I was not have many monish to spare and was wish to be as

chape a prise as I could got, i was took 2 cargoes wud full a smak

about 20 tons twise as more everi week to be land on Thursdae,

and the monish wud be sentit to u wunst every fridae by the agent
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of the bank a very dacent man, and never was spoke an ill aboot

any man as I was new before, und his wife too, and was always frae

his way if u will rite ur prise to me the smallest you can took I will

write you a answer when the day after will cum.

I was like to dale with a highlandman and always did used to like

very more ane the Ca opbell, my wife cousins fathers unkle was a

Campbell—a very nice civil lad as was a fishing smak , and was

made a dale of monish and was live legacie to my wife who will be

glad to see you with myself and gave a bed if you was kum and

spoke the prise u wud tak for the coles and save you the truble of

wrighting a letter to was tell the prise of the coles.

if you cant kum yourself wright to

Lauchie Tamson,Cole Marchant.

Postcrift - i was got my sun Lauchie was a good riter to rite the

name to ure offich in Fife, he would took a place if you coold got

him.

Odds and Ends.

HE LATE SIR JOHN TILLEY. — Sir John Tilley, K.C.B. ,

who was Secretary to the General Post Office from 1864 to

1880, died on the 18th of March , after a prolonged illness, at his

house in St. George's Square. We are unable in the present number

to do more than briefly record the death of one who had much to do

with the making of Post Office history. Sir John Tilley entered the

Post Office in 1829, and was thus connected with the service for a

period of more than half a century. We shall hope in our July

number to publish his portrait and to give an account of his official

TH

career.

Gº
OLD COAST.-The Queen has been pleased to approve of

the appointment of Mr. Frederic Mitchell Hodgson, C.M.G.,

Colonial Secretary of the Gold Coast Colony, at present adminis

tering the government, to be Governor and Commander-in- Chief

of that Colony, in succession to the late Sir William Edward

Maxwell , K.C.M.G. The post is worth £4.000 a year. Mr. Hodgson

has had ten years' experience of the Gold Coast. He was formerly

a clerk in the Savings Bank Department and subsequently in the

Secretary's Offic From 1882 to 1888 he was Postmaster General

of British Guiana. He contributed an article on his Gold Coast

experiences to our pages in January, 1896 .
*

*

MANlub,which thisyearattained its majority.Serheevent was
celebrated by a very successful dinner at the Holborn Restaurant on

16th March.

ECENTLY a candidate for appointment as Town Postman in

filling in the “ A ” Form stated the cause of his father's death

to be “ Phenomena.”

RI
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A
SUB-POSTMASTER'S ZEAL.—The Sub- Postmaster of

was recently requested to state when it was that he came on

duty. The following is his reply :

• for the Postmaster,

" Dartford .

“ January ist, 1895 . I have not been off duty since. I consider

“ I am always on duty as soon as I wake.”

*

G
REAT YARMOUTH . - We note with pleasure that Mr. William

Pye, on his retirement from the Postmastership of Great

Yarmouth, received a handsome gold chronometer and an address

from his staff. Mr. Pye has been 42 years in the service, the last

six of which have been spent as Postmaster of Great Yarmouth. He

retires under the age limit, and carries with him the best wishes of

all who had the privilege of serving under him.

*

T!
HE improved discipline among the messenger boys is just now

very marked. Adiscipline paper was lately presented to one

boy with the following endorsement thereon : 6. To state why you

were seen walking across the sorting room with an unlighted cigarette

in your mouth ." The boy promptly replied “ Because it is forbidden

for me to light it in the office. ”

A
1

SECOND CLASS SORTER was dismissed, and in a letter to

the Department he made confession as follows : I have

lately become very irregular in my attendance, so much so that I

have gone stumbling along till I find myself among the shambles of

dismissal.”

* *

H
ERE is an extract from a report relating to the conduct of a

candidate for auxiliary employment : “ Jones received notice

that his services would cease to be required after 20th August. On

the 16th he came on duty at the usual hour ; after about an hour's

work had been done he tossed up a penny to decide whether he should

stop or not ; as he at once left duty and did not return , it is

presumed the spin of the coin was against further work .”
* *

O
N a certificate of the death of a depositor in the Post Office

“ Injuries caused through accidentally coming in contact with a passing

train suddenly .” The man lived at Bexley, which we note is served

by the South Eastern Railway. The italics are our own.

O
NE more report from Inland Branch. It reads like a criticism

on E.B.'s writings. “ I beg to recommend that no further

notice be taken of the enclosed anonymous communication, which

is very highly coloured and in some respects untrue. What portion

of it is true has without doubt been greatly exaggerated .”
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LONDON

OFFICE. NAME, APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

Sec.'s Off.

> >

2

à

Carey, H. S. Ist Cl. Cik . 2nd Cl. Clk. , '80

Stevens, C. Dep . Staff Off.,Sup - Clk. , '72 ; Ist Cl . , '93

plementary Est.

Laurie, E. H. Ist Cl. Clk . Clk. , E.D.O. , '73 ;

W.C.D.O. , '78 ; S.O. ,

978 ; 2nd Cl. Clk. , '93

Sharland, W. H. 2nd Div. Clk. , S.O. , '80 ;

2nd Cl. Clk., '93

Masters, B. 2nd Div. Clk ., ’83 ; 2nd

2

رو

'80 ;

>

Cl., '93

Apted, W. J. F. M.O.O. , ° 77 ; 2nd Div.

Clk. , S. B. , '78 ; 3rd Cl.

Clk. , C.E.B. , '84 ; 2nd

Cl., '91

Taylor, F .... S.B., '78 ; 2nd Div. Clk . ,

3rd Cl . Clk. ,

C.E.B., '85; 2nd Cl.'91

Harrington, W. 2nd Div. Clk ., Regy. of

H. Deeds Off., Dub., '80 ;

S.B.D., ?81 ; 3rd Cl.

Clk. , C.E.B. , '85 ; 2nd

Cl. , '91

Weeks, J. R. S.O., '73 ; 2nd Div. Clk . ,

'88 ; 2nd Cl. , '93

Toomer, W.H.A. 2nd Cl . Clk. ,, S.C. & T.,Salisbury, '82 ;

3rd Cl. Clk. , C.E.B. ,

87

Engall, J. S. 2nd Div. Clk. , S.B. ,

C. ofS.O., '82 ; 3rd Cl .

Clk. , C.E.B. , '87

Holloway, S. J. S.B.D. , '82 ; C.E.B. , '83 ;

2nd Div. Clk . , R. &

A.G.O., '84 ; 3rd Ci,

Clk . , C.E.B. , '87

Lorden, S. F. ... 2nd Div. Clk ., Pub.

Works Off., Dub. , '80 ;

S.B.D. , '81 ; 3rd Cl .

Clk ., C.E.B., '89

Leeds, H.... 2nd Div. Clk . , S.B.D. ,

86 ; 3rd Cl.Clk . ,C.E.B. ,

'92

Barker, F. J. Tel . , C.T.O., ’75 ; News.

Dist. S.O.,'83 ; 3rd Cl.

Clk . , C.E.B. , '92

1
3

2
9

80 ;

97
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OFFICE. NAME, APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .
FE

>>

>

14

2

ů

11

86 ;

Sec.'s Off. Leech, W. T. 2nd Cl. Clk. , Sup- Tel., Leeds, '85 ; 3rd Cl.

plementary Est. Clk. , S.O. , '94

Francis, E. A. ... 2nd Div. Clk. , S.B., '83 ;

3rd Cl. Clk ., S.O., '94

Fleming, J. H. B. 2nd Div. Clk. , '84 ; S.O.,

87 ; 3rd Cl. Clk. ,

C.E.B. , '92

Stow, G. S. S.C. , Exeter, '90 ; Sr. ,

C.O., '91 ; 3rd Cl.

Clk . , C.E.B. , '92

Howard, H. J.... Inl. Rev. , '83 ; 2nd Div.

Clk. , A.G.D. , '92 ; 3rd

Cl . Clk. , Cir. Off ., '93 ;

S.O. , '94

Wissenden, J. W. S.B.D., '91 ; 2nd Div.

Clk ., A.G.D., '92 ; 3rd

Cl. Clk. , S.O. , '94

„ Intel.Dep. Couldrey, J. H. Asst. Super. Tel., Oxford, '73 ; News.

Dist. S.O., '78

„ Registry Bushnell, F.H.D. Registrar S.B . , ' 74; CIk .,'75; Super.

Regy., '85 ; Asst. Reg .,

Ho ; Dep. Reg ., ’95

Worthington , E. Dep. Registrar M.O.O. , '74 ; Clk ., '78 ;

Super. Regy.,

Asst. Reg. , '90

Silvester, W. G. ist Cl. Pr-Kr. 1876 ; 3rd Cl. Pr.-Kr. ,

82 ; 2nd Cl. , '88

Northmoré, W.J. 2nd Cl. 1877 ; 2nd Cí. Pr.-Sr. ,

S.B., '78 ; 3rd Cl . Pr.

Kr., S.O., 88

Coleman, J. H .... .... 1878 ; 2nd Cl. Pr.-Sr. ,

S.B., '81; 3rd Cl. Pr.

Kr. , S.O., 88

.C.T.O . May, E. Controller E.T. Co., '52 ; G.P.O.,

70 ;Dep. Cont., '89
Barlow, T. ... Dep. Controller M.T. Co. , '54 ; G.P.O.,

Miss A. Hoare... Asst . Super.

E. in c.0 . Tremain, F. 2nd Cl. " Tech. Off. Tel., Plymouth , 70 ;

Insp ., E. in C.O., ’87 ;

ist Cl . Engr. , '93

Chapman, J. Tel . , C.T.O., '76 ; Insp.

E. in C.O. , '87 ; Ist Cl.

Engr., '95

McIlroy, R. Tel., Belfast,'85; Jr. Clk.,

E. in C.O. , '91 ; Dm.

and Shortd. Wr. , '93 ;

2nd Cl . Clk . , '95

Purves, T. F. 2nd Cl. Clk. ... Tel., Edin., '89 ;Jr.Clk .,

E. in c.o. , 92 ; 3rd

Cl. Clk. , '94

Levingston, J. ... 1st Cl . Engr. ... Tel ., Athlone,'70 ;Wex

ford , °74 ; Dub. , ° 78 ;

Ist Cl. Jr. Clk. , E. in

C.O. , '85 ; Insp. ,

Trezise, J. M. G. 2nd Cl. Engr., '97

ܝܕ

.
.

'70

1872 i

,

'88
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

C.

E. in C.O. ...

CIE:

IC
.
.
.

Diri

.
.
.

Dit

2 .
.
.

.
.
.

ет:

.
.
.

.
.
.

Kr,

Kinsey , A. T. Ist Cl. Engr..... Tel . , Manchr. , '81 ; 2nd

Cl. Jr. Clk. , E.inC.O. ,

85 ; Ist Cl. , '88 ; Insp. ,

'91

Leyshon , J. W. Tel., Cardift,'71; Brecon,

74 ; Jr. Clk . , E.inc.o.,

'82 ; Senr. Clk. , '89 ;

2nd Cl. Engr., '91

Evans, W. M. ... Sub- Mar. Tel. Co. , '80 ;

Relay Clk. , G.P.O.,

'89 ; Engr., '93

McInnes, H. A. 2nd Cl. Tel., Hull , '85 ; 2nd Cl .

Jr. Clk. , E. in C.O. ,

'91 ; Ist Cl . '93

Lunn , J. Tel.,Newc.-on - Tyne,'87;

2nd Cl. Jr. Clk. , E. in

C.O. , '95

Kennedy , D. H. Tel.,Newc.-on - Tyne,'85;

2nd Cl . Jr. Clk . , E. in

C.O., '91 ; Sub-Engr. ,

'96

Dickson , J. Sub. Tel . , Glasgow , '85 ; 2nd

Cl. Jr. Clk. , E.inC.O. ,

'95 ; Ist Cl . , '96

Eaton , G. J. Tel., Aberdeen , '85 ; 2nd

Cl. Jr. Clk., E. in C.O.,

'95

Burton, G. M. ... Tel., Hull, '85 ; 2nd Cl.

Jr.Clk . , E. in C.O., '95

Cheshire, F. W. Tel.,Newc. -on -Tyne,'85;

2nd Cl. Jr. Clk . , E. in

C.O. , '95

Powning, W. H. Tel . , Cardiff, ʼ85 ; 2nd Cl.

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.O., '95

Mears, T.... S.C. & T. , Wigan, '86 ;

2nd Cl . Jr. Clk ., E. in

C.O. , '95

Patterson , T. S.C. & T., Horncastle,

'88 ; Tel., Manchr. , '89 ;

Belfast ,'91; 2nd Cl. Jr.

Clk. , E.in C.O. , '95

Rolfe, W. J. Tel . , C.T.O. , ’83

Kitchen, H. Relay Cik . , Lr. Sec. Tel.,Newc.-on -Tyne,'89 ;

Relay Clk. , E. Dean, '97

Crisp, C. T. S.C. & T., Ipswich, '85

E. Dean

Horton, F. D. Junior Clk . Birmingham , '35

Wells, R. A. Dub . , '87

Fewtrell , J. W. Staines, '87 ;

L’pool, '90

Hall , E. Dub. , '87

Brown, J. ... Edin ., '89

Hardie , J. J. Aberdeen , '89 ;

Edin. , '92

Brown , H. Birmingham, '90

Golding, w . Cardiff, '91

.
.
.

.
.
.

PE :

On

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Da ور

.
.
.

F0

>

.
.
.

.
.
.

a

m .

:
:
:
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:
:
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

'85 ;

... ...

.
.

.
.
.

.
.

275 ;

.
.
.

.
.
. '80 ;

> .
.
.

E. in C.O. Slatters , J. E. Junior Clk . S.C. & T. , Hull , '90

L.P.S.D. Hillebrandt,E.H. Över. Boy Sr. , '81 ; Sr. , '85 ;

( Cont’s. Off.) Wrtg. Asst. , '88 ; ist

CI Sr. , '90

S.E.D.O. Exley , C. Ch . Clk.... Boy Clk ., Birmingham ,

°75; S.C. , '75 ; Clk . ,

F.B. , Lond. ,

N.D.O. , '87 ; S.E.D.O .,

'88

S.W.D.O. Norman , W. E. Over. and Sr. Telst. 1870

Miss D. M. 4th Cl. Super. 1874

Chapman

Padd. Binder, F.... Insp. 1867 ; 2nd Cl. Over. , '79 ;

Ist Cl. '85

M.O.O. ... Manson , J. Cont. Clk . , Kilmarnock , '59 ;

L’pool, 63 ; S.B.D.,

'65 ; M.O.O., ° 77 ;

Asst . Cont. , '91

Wickham , F. Asst . Cont. Clk . , S.O. , '83; 2nd

Asst . Dir ., C.E.B. , '94

Miss N.Lancaster Asst. Super.. Clk . , C.H.B. ,

P.O.B. , '81 ; Prin .

Clk . , '86

M. H. Princ. Clk . Clk . , C.H.B. ,

Renwick Ist Cl. , '86

A. E. K. Ist Cl. Clk. Clk . , C.H.B. , '83

Fowler

M.M. Billing

E. Milledge

M. Munro ... '85

K. Dimond

S.B.D. Lyon, T. ... Boy Clk . , S.E ., '70 ; S.B. ,

'71 ; Clk ., '72 ; Hr.

Gr. , 2nd Div. , '90

Pelham , J. Boy Clk. , '72 ; Clk ., ’73 ;

Hr. Gr., 2nd Div. , '90

Surveyor’sDept. Kent, G. G. Asst. Sur. Clk . , Cir. Dep. , 1868 ;

S.B.D., '70 ; Sur.

Clk . , '86 .

Wooster, H. S. Clk ., Bath, '62 ; Ch .

Clk. , '84 ; Pmr. ,

Worcester, '91

Orr, H. V. Sur.'s Clk . S.C. , Belfast, '74 ; Clk . ,

'91 ; Insptg. Tel. '93

Davis, T. W. S.C. , Bristol , '81 ; Asst.

Hd . Sta. Clk . , '93

Godby, W. H .... Sta. Clk . S.C. & T., Gloucester, '93

PROVINCES–ENGLAND and WALES.

99

.
.
.

:

.
.
.

.
.
.

*
*
* 9

'84

.
.
.

.
.
.

97

:
:

:
:

:

:
:
:9

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

,
,

Barnsley ...

Bath ...

Marshall, G. H. Clk.

Button, H. R.

Robinson , S. W. Asst. Super. (T. ) .

S.C. & T. , '75

73

E.T. "Co. , '61 ; G.P.O. ,

Dorchester , '70 ; Bath ,

77 ; Clk . , '97

1872Edwards , A. Clk. ...
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

'81 ;>

18779

Cardiff

.
.
.

.
.
.

>

:
:
:
:
:

87 ;

Bridgend ... Jones, J. B. Clk. S. C. & T., Carmar.

then, '85

Bristol Douty, C. S. 2nd Cl. Asst. Super.S.C ., '78 ; Clk. , 93

(P.)

York, E. A.

Miss J. Righton Asst. Super."

Sterling, J. T. ... Ist Cl.Asst. Super. E.T. Co. , '63 ; G.P.O.,
( T. ) 70 ; Asst. Super., '87

Mattock , C. E.T. Co. , '62 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Asst. Super., '87

Devonport White, J. Ch . Clk. S.C. & T. , '70 ; Člk.,

'88 ; Asst. Super., '91

Moon, J. Asst. Super. S.C. & T. , '73 ; Clk. '91

Bickle , C. W. Clk. 1878 ; S.C. & T., ’79

Dorchester Legg, J. L. Ch. Clk. S.C. & T. , '81 ; Clk '87

Lamden, N. Clk. 1884

Grimsby . Frisby, J. .. Super. (T.) Stamford, '67 ; Tel. ,

Leicester, 71 ; Clk. ,

Asst. Super. ,

Derby, '95

Crabtree, T. H. Clk. (T. ) 1881

Guildford Steddy, W.E. Clk. 1885

Hastings Miss E. J. Foster Asst. Super. 1887

Huddersfield Packer, H. Ch. Cik.
Sr., '73 ; Clk. , '74 ; Asst .

Super., '94

Ipswich ... Cook , A. S.C. & T. , Bury St.

Edmund's, °74 ; Clk . ,

'84 ; Ch. Clk. , '91

Kingston -on - T . Hayes, A. J. P. Clk. S.C. & T. , Saxmundham ,

'84 ; K'gston - on-T. , '86
Leeds Johnston, L. Ist Cl. Asst . Super. Boy Sr. , Newcastle-on

(P.) Tyne, '80 ; S.C. , '81 ;
Cik. , '90

Such , J. W. Clk. (P .)... Boy Clk ., ²81 ; S.C., '82

Stones, s. 2nd Cl . Asst. Super. M.T. Co., '65 ' ; G.P.O.,

(T. ) '70 ; Clk., '90

Robinson , W. Cik. ( T.) U.K.T.

G.P.O. , '70

Leicester ... Featherston, R. Ch. Clk. E.T. Co. , '67 ; G.P.O.,

Grimsby, '70 ; Super.

( T.), Leicester, '88

Bolton , W. R. Super. (T. ) 1870 ; Clk ., Derby, '86 ;

Asst. Super., '91
Manchester Sawer, T. ... Super. ( P.)

Sr. , '67 ; S.C.'71 ; Clk. ,

'76 ; 2nd Cl . Asst.Sup.,

'90 ; ist Cl . '93

Pike, W. E. ist Cl. Asst. Super. S.C. '73 ; Clk. '85 ; 2nd

( P. ) Cl . Asst. Supt. '93

Garment, J. 2nd Cl . S.C. Bletchley Stn., '74 ;

Manchr. '80 ; Clk. '90

Attwooll , W. E. S.C. , '76 ; Clk. '90

Potts, W. – ’79 ; Cl. , ’90

Martin, W. Clk . ( P. )

Glasspole, T. R. Sr., Portsmouth , '68 ;

S.C. & T.Gosport, '68 ;

Clk. '87 ; S.C. & T. ,

Manchester, '89

Co. , 67 לג;

:
:
:
:

1877...
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OFFICE. NAME, APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

Manchester

9 )

Ferguson , W. H. Clk. ( P. ) 1880

Roberts, W. H. 1881

Merry, E. W. 1881

Glaister, H. M. 1883

Spires, T. 1877 ; Pr. Sr. S. B.D. ,

'81 ; S.C. Manchester,

'84

Lees, R. IstCl. Asst. Super. E. & I. T. Co.,'64 ; N.K.

(T. ) T. Co. , '67;.G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Clk .’86 ; 2nd Ci .

Asst . Supt . '90

Barnes, C. E.& I.T.Co.,'68; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Clk . , '87 ; 2nd Cl .

2
9

>

>

.
.
.

.;

Pickthall, W. U.K.T.Co. , '66; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Clk ., ’87

Cawdell, G. H. 2nd Cl. E. T. Co. , '65 ; G.P.O. ,

(T. ) '70 ; Cik. '90

Wood, D. 1872 ; Clk. , '93

Matthews, W. 1871 ; Clk. , '93

Beeston , W. R. 1873 ; Clk. , '94

Horrocks, T , W. 1870 ; Clk . , '95

Wovenden,W.M. 1871 ; Clk . , '96

Warren, A. 1871 ; Clk , '96

Stevens, A. Guildford, 71 ; Man

chester, '71 ; Clk. , °96

Heald, F. Clk. (T. ) M.T. Co. , '59 ; G.P.O.,

'70

Hayes, W. J. ... N.K.T. Co. , '67 ; G.P.O.,

'70

Hopwood, R. M.T. Co. 65; G.P.O.'70

Howson , J. E. U.K.T. Co., '65 ; G.P.O.

70

Salter, J. 1870

Critchley, C. F. E.T. Co. , '66 ; G.P.O. ,

70

Marriott, F. D. 1870

Jackson, J.H.. 1877

Snowball, J. G. Carlisle, '72 ; Manchr. ,
'81

Kay, W. K. 1880

Hall, G. 1879

Newport, Mon .. Gough, W. H .... Super." (T.) U.K.T. Co., 60 ; G.P.O.

'70 ; Clk . '87 ; Asst .

Supt. 95

Turner, F. Asst . Super. ( T .) ... U.K.T. Co.'66 ; G.P.O.
'70 ; Clk.

95

Morgan, W. E. Clk. (T. )

Oxford Huggins, W.B. Clk . (P. )

:
:
:

.
.
. 1874

1877 ; S.C. '78

Plymouth Garratt, J. Asst . Super. ( T.) O.K.T. Co. '58 ; G.P.O.

70 ; Clk . '91

Bridgman , J. Clk. (T. ) 1870

Portsmouth Miss J. Stewart Super. Tel. '85 ; Cwn . & Tel.'94

Reading Satchell, C.E. ... CIk. 1885

Rochdale Howarth , J. Ch. Clk .... S.C. & T. , ' 79 ; Clk. , '91

Howarth , B. Clk .:
:
:
:

:
:
:
:
:

1883
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT.

.
.
.St. Austell Cleave, W. H .... Clk .

Sheffield ... Raven, R. A. Clk. ( P. )

Shrewsbury Hall, A. C. Ist Cl . Tel .

Southampton ... Perry, F. W. Clk. (P.)

Bell , C. W. Clk . (T.)

Fellows, A. L ....

Thomas, G. B ....

Miss A. M. Stone Super.

Northcott, H. R. Cik.Weston -super

Mare

SCOTLAND.

...Edinburgh

Accts . Off.

Clark, C. G.

Logan, J. ...

Selway, E.

Newlands, J.

Examr.

Book -keeper

Ist Cl . Cik.

...

...

Tel. Off. Cont.

IRELAND

Dublin

Secs. Off.

Taylor, F. Ist Cl. Clk.

PREVIOUS SERVICE.

1887

1887

1884

1881 ; S. C. , '84

E. T. Co. , '68 ; G.P.O.

(Farnborough ), '70 ;

Southampton, '76

1871

1871

1885

1878 ; S. C. & T., '83

1858 ; Book-keeper, '92

1872

E.T. Co. , '65 ; G.P.O.,

'70

1871 ; Asst. Super. , '91 ;

ist . Cl . , '96 ; Super.,

'97

S.B.D. , °78 ; 2nd Div.

Clk . , '80 ; 3rd Cl. Clk. ,

C.E.B. , 85 ; 2nd Cl. ,

'91 ; Ist CI., 98

M.T. Co. , '69 ; G.P.O. ,

*70 ; A.O. , Dublin, '83

1874

1890

Accts . Off. Howard , J.• • •

>>

.
.
.

.
.
.

Belfast

Kingstown

McCormick, J.... Clk.

Cummins, G.

:
:

.
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Retirements.

LONDON.

OFFICE, NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

...

...

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

)

.
.

Secretary's * Wilson, J.... 3rd Cl. Clk . ... Tel Edin. , '90 ; C.T.O.,

Office, C.E.B. '93: 3rd Cl. Clk. ,

C.E.B., '94

Daniel, G. E. Asst. Super. 3rd Cl. Clk. , '72 ; News

Intell.Dept. Dist . , ' 78 ; Asst. Super.,

'81

Stratton , E. W. Ist Cl. Pr.-Kr. 1854 ; Asst . Pr.-Kr. , ’60

Registry

West, W. J. 2nd Cl. Pr.-Kr. 1858 ; Asst. M.L.B.,'69 ;

Pr.-Kr., '84

A.G.D. Edis, R. Acct. 1855 : Princ. Clk. , '72 ;

Acct . , '92

Farre, J. P. Clk. , M.O.O., ²57 ; R.&

A.G.O. , ' 72 ; Princ.Clk .,

'72 ; Acct. , '92

Graburn, E. B. Examr. 1850 ; Ist Cl . Clk.; '75 ;

Examr., '92

Maclean, C. J.... 2nd Div. Clk. 3rd Cl. Clk .,M.O.O .,'57;

2nd Cl. , R. & A.G.O.,

'72 ; Hr. Gr. 2nd Div. ,

'90

Prangnell, W. J.. E.& I.T.Co., '49 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; 2nd Cl. Clk. , ’75 ;

Hr. Gr. 2nd Div. , '90

Wootton, G. Clk ., M.O.O. , '57 ; and

ci . , R. & A.G.O., '72 ;

Hr. Gr. 2nd Div. , ’90

Miss L. Tomble- Princ. Clk. Clk . , 81 ; Ist Ci. , '83 ;

Princ. Clk. , '94

Miss A. Wheaton ist Cl. Clk . Clk . , '81 ; Ist Čl . , '90

*Miss L. Crawford Sr. ... 1893

c.r.o. H. C. Fischer , Cont. E.T.Co.,'56 ; G.P.O., '70
C.M.G....

Ducloy, J. F. Super. Sub. Tel . Co. , ' 52 ; G.P.O. ,

'89

Dawson, W. Asst. Super. E. T. Co. , '58 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Senr. Tel. , '81 ;

Asst. Super., '86

Dorbin, J.... Over. & Senr. T ... E.1.Co.,'54 ;G.P.O .,'70 ;

Senr. T. , '86

Benskin , F. W. Tel. 1879

Clarke, J.. E.T.Co., '53 ; G.P.O., '70

Davies, C. R. 1879

Daws, A. H. 1887

Gardner, H. 1878

Goodall, H. E .... Sub Tel. Co. , '75 ; G.P.O.,

'89

Mason , F. W. 1881

.
.
.

> >

2 )

.
.
.

son

:
:
:

...

.
.
.

9 )

.
.
.

7

.
.
.

.
.
.

>

:
:
:
:
:
:

:
:
:
:

>

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
. ..

.
.
.

Awarded a Gratuity.
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OFFICE . NAME, APPOINTMENT .. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

C.T.O. Ruckham , W. Tel .

.
.
.

.
.
.

3

>

Tel.,Windsor,'83 ;C.T.O .,

'90

1886

1877

1875

187+

1895

1875

1882

Prout , T. W.

Sleep , W. J.

Miss H. H. Gadd

M.C.Higlett

A. E. Jarvis

E. A. Jarvis

W. Macfar

lane

E. Rogers..

:
:

:
:

:

:
:
:
:
:
:
:

2

.
.
.

9 )

>>
.
.
.

.
.
.

'ןס

92
F. M. Saul..

A. Selby ...

F. E. Towl.

A. Wood

Humble, G.

:
:
:

:
:
:*

22 לל

E. in c.o. Ist Cl . Engr....

70

Richardson , H .... 2nd Cl. Engr.

Judkins , G. R ....

Lewin , J.

L.P.S.D. , Circ . Band, H.

Off.

Super. of Trvg.

P.O.'s ...

.
.
.

Billson , A. P. Prin . Clk .
23

E. T. Co. , '57 ; G.P.O. ,

Belfast, '80 ; C.T.O. , '96

1872

1890

1884

E. T. Co. , '54 ; G.P.O. ,

E. T. Co. , '60 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; 2nd Cl. Insp ., '71

M. T. Co. , '53 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Insp . , '82 ; Engr.,

'91

E. T. Co. , '55 ; B. & I. T.

Co. , '59 ; G.P.O. , '70 ;

Engr. , '91

Clk . , Coventry, '59 ; Rly.

O. , '63 ; Clk ., Cont.'s

Off.,'79;Super.,T.P.O.,
'85

Clk. , F. B. , '62 ; Asst.

Super.,'68 ; Princ . Clk. ,

Clk ., '67 ; 2nd Cl. , '87 ; Ist

Cl . , '90

1855 ; Sr.,'61 ; Over. , '67 ;

Insp., ’83

1865; Sr.,'74; Over. , '81 ;

Insp ., '92

1855 ; Sr., 59; Over. , '72 ;

Insp ., ° 78

Boy Sr. , ’78 ; Sr. , ° 73 .

1895

Boy Sr. , '76 ; Sr. , '83

Boy Sr. , '76 ; Sr. '82

1858 ; Sr. '61

1857 ; Sr. '59

1871

1870

Boy Sr., '71 ; Sr., '77

1856 ; Sr. '57

1860 ; Sr. ’74

1857 ; Sr. , '60; Over. ,' 71 ;

Insp . , °81 ; Super., '91

Sub. Tel.Co., '70 ; G.P.O. ,

'89

'93

.
. McCallum , R. Ist Cl . Clk.

2
2

.
.
. Insp.Avery, J.

.
.
.

.
.
.

1
2

.
.
.

.
.
. Clark, J.

0
7

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
. Healey, G. J.

.
.
.

.
.
.

i
i

2 )

:
:
:
:

22

Carpenter, E. J... Sr.

* Kemp, A. E.

Leppert, F.

Matthews, F.

Milton, T. J.

Read, J. B.

Rudd, F. T.

Peal, C. F.

Pethurst, E.

Robinson , R. T ...

Stone, E.

E.C.D.O. Biake , J. s'uper.

Jay , G. B.... Cr. Clk . & Tel .

>

*
*
*

...

9

* Awarded a Gratuity .
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT.. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

>> >

...

M.o.o. ...

>>

.
.
.

L.P.S.D. , Miss E. Shapland ist Cl . Super . Cr . Clk ., '70 ; Clk .-in

E.C.D.O.
Ch. , '71 ; Super. , '81 ;

ist Cl. , '93

E.M. Sprout Super. Cr. Clk ., ° 70 ; Asst.

Super., '81 ;Super. , '88
W.C.D.O. Macro, W. Insp.

1855 ; Cn ., '67 ; Senr.

Tel., '88 ; Insp. , '93

Hughes, R. C. Over. & Senr . Tel. 1855 ; Cn. , '67 ; Senr.

Ĉn . and Tel., '92

Mrs. S. E. Luff Cr. Clk . & Tel . 1870

N.D.O .... Carman, J.
Super. Sr., '56 ; Over. , '67 ;

Insp. , '82 ; Super. , '91

Mrs M. Brans Cr. Clk. , '70 ; Super., '91
comb

S.W.D.O. Price , W. A. Cr. Clk . & Tel . Boy Sr., '73 ; Cn., '81

Hanley, T.J. Cont .
Clk ., '55 ; S.B.D., ’62 ;

Princ. Clk ., M.O.O. ,

° 77 ; Asst. Cont. , '87 . ;

Cont. , '91

Hancock, C. 2nd Div. Clk. 3rd Cl. Clk. , '73 ; 2nd

Cl . , ° 78 ; 2nd Div.

Clk. , '90

Selby, W. H. Temp. Clk ., '68 ; Clk .,

'73 ; 2nd Div. Cik ., '92

Cathrick , C. J. ... Clk .

R. Ľ.o. Orbell, G .... Retr . Cwn, and Tel., W.D.O. ,

°77 ; Retr.,R.L.O., '78
S.B.D.

Megson, J. H. ... Ist Cl . Clk. Clk . , Manchester, 62 ;

S.B.D. , '64 ; 2nd Cl. ,

* 74 ; Ist Cl. , '85

Whitelocke, B.H. 3rd Cl . Clk 1866

Miss R. N. Davis Princ . Clk . 2nd Cl. Clk . , °76 ; Ist

Cl . , ° 79 ; Princ. Clk . ,

34

E.A. Earland 2nd Cl. Clk . 1891

Tel Stores Dept. Ardy, G. H. 2nd Cl. Examr. Jr. Clk . , '71; Senr. Clk . ,

'80 ; Examr. , '88

Surveyor'sDept. Hollinshead , T. Asst . Sur. E. & T. Co. , '54 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; 2nd Cl. Super. ,

E. in C.O., '71 ; Sur.'s

Clk . , '77 ; Asst. Sur. ,

'84

Norman, W.E.B. Sur.'s Clerk ... Clk ., A.G.D., '72 ; Sur.'s

Clk. , ²85

.
.
.

1873 اینتریب .

:
:

.
.
.

>

PROVINCES - ENGLAND and WALES.

Bangor Williams, B. S.C. & T.

Barrow -in - F'nes Hayton, G.

Birmingham Skinley, H.

Clk .

Clk . (T. )

E. & I.T. Co. , ° 51 ;

G.P.O. , '70

S.C. & T. , ^ 74 ; Clk . , '91

E.T. Co., 65 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Clk . , '90

1893

1886

1889

S.C. & T.* Elton , F. H.

Prideaux , F. G.

* Wasdell, A.

:
:
:

* Awarded a Gratuity.
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OFFICE. NAME, APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

:
:
:
:

:
:
:
:
:

... :
:
:
:

.
.
.

.
.
.

. .

..

:
:
:

:
:
:

Birmingham *Miss E. M. W. S.C. & T. 1892

Broad

Bolton E. A. 1892

Haworth

Brighton ... Brookhouse,G.W. 1877

Bristol Carter, H. T. Super. ( P.) Clk ., 1854 ; Super . , '81

Hampton , E. I ... S.C. & T. 1878

Camborne Tippet, E. J. Pms. 1868

Chesterfield Freeman , J. C .... Pmr. Clk . , Leamington , '55 ;

Pinr. , Huntingdon ,'80;

Chesterfield, '88

ChippingNorton*Goodwin, E. J. S.C. & T. 1896

Colchester * Miss F. M. Par 1892

tingron

Devonport Symons, W. Ch. Cik. Cik . , '56 ; Ch. Clk . , '68

Dolgelly Williams, R.
Pmr. Sub. Pmr.,'64 ; Pmr., '82

Grantham North , F. J. Clk. , Huddersfield, '57 ;

( h . Clk ., 81 ; Pmr. ,

Grantham , '86

Guernsey Le Messurier, N. Clk . , '52 ; Ch . Clk . , '80 ;

Pmr. '89

Horsham Goldsmith , W.... 1857

Ivybridge Mackey, W. H 1863

Leeds Vinall, A. Clk. S.O. , '54 : S.B.D. ,

’62 : Surs. Clk . , '65 ;

Pmr . , Cheltenham ,'73;

Portsm'th, '92 ; Leeds,

'96

*Gaunt, P. S.C. & T. 1889

Miss S. Pitts Tel. 1835

Leicester ... Armstrong , W. Super (P.) Sr.,Whiieh'ven,'64;S.C .,

Leicester, '66 ; Clk . ,

'75 ; Asst . Super. , '91 ;

Super., '91

Bell, J. B. S.C. & T. 1875

Liverpool Scott , R. 2nd Cl. Asst . Super. Clk ., .45 ; Asst . Super. ,

( P. ) '72

Ro' erts , H. W. Clk . ( P.) 1855

Harris, C. J. S.C. & T. E. T. Co. , '56 ; G. P.O. ,

Partridge, T.J. E.T. Co. , '52 ; G.P.O. ,

'70

Wright, J. G. ... 1867

Miss J. M.Bowles Tel . 1892

Manchester Gaythorpe, R. ... Super. ( P.) S.C. '58 ; Clk . , '67 ; 2nd

Cl . Asst . Super., '72 ;

ist Cl . , '81 ; Super.,'90

Hayes, T. 2nd Cl. Asst. Super. E.T. Co. , '60 ; G.P.O.,

(T. ) 70 ; 2nd C) . Asst .

Super, ’92

Miss M. Ready Tel. 1883

M. E. Bos 1881

tock

Merthyr Tydvil Wilkins, C. Pmr. Clk. , ²57 ; Pmr., '71

Newc -on - Tyne Collier, D .... S.C. & T. Glasgow , 71;Newcastle

on -Tyn ', '76

* Awarded a Gratuity .

:
:
:

. . .

70

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.
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OFFICF . NAME. APPOINTMENT.

Newc.-on -Tyne Fairley, J. S.C. & T.

Newmarket Taylor, W. W. B. Ch Clk ....

.:
:

Normanton Froggatt , C.

Ormskirk Hoole, R. ... Pmr.

Oxford

Redhill

Piper, W. E.

Dyer, N. R.

Clk .

Pmr.

Rugby Boyd , A.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Plymouth Mrs. L. E.Massey S.C. & T.

.
.
.

Ponder's End ... * Miss F. E. Fry .

Ryde Hibberd , H. E...

Scarborough ... Railton , E. B. ... Pmr.

Sheerness Jones , T. R.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Southport Roulson , W.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Stonehouse

Swansea ...

Miss M. McCall. Pms.

Barnett , R. Pmr .

Towcester Miss M. A. Simco Pms.

Walsall Wainwright , H. Clk

Watford Kemp, J. ...

Weston-Super- Palmer, T.
Mare

Whitehaven Searby , H. Pmr.

.

.
.
.

.
.
.

SCOTLAND .

Edinburgh | Croal , T. ... ... Examr.

Accts . Off.

PREVIOUS SERVICE .

1879

E. T. Co. , '55 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Ch. Clk. , '91 .

1859 ; Clk .,'64 ; Ch. ( lk . ,

'82

1859 ; S.C. , Preston , '61 ;

Cik . , '74 ; Pmr.,Orms

kirk , '87

1860

Ok ., Cir .Off., ' 5 ?; Pmr. ,

Staines, '82; Bromley,

'86 ; Redhill , ’90.

Sr. , B’gham ., 59 ; Clk .,

Berwick , '60; Pmr.,

Brecop , '82 ; Oswestry,

'89 ; Rugby, '92 .

Receiver,Stonehouse,'86 ;

S. C. & T., Plymouth ,

'89

1894

E.T. Co. , '68 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; S.C. & T. , Ryde,

'73

Insp. of Pn . , L'pool. , '67 ;

Pmr. , South Shields,

'69 ; Scarboro' , '92

Clk . , Swansea, '67 ; Pmr. ,

Berwick -on - Tweed,

'88 ; Sheerness, '94

Clk. , Normanton , '57 ;

Ch . C.k. , '62 ; Par.,

67; Pmr. , Southport,

85

1863

Clk . , Bristol , 51; Ch .

Clk . , ’72 ; Pmr. ,Swan

sea , '93

1858

S.C. , '64 ; Clk . , '87

1858 ; Clk . , '87

1857 ; Clk. , '91

S.C.,Hull,'60;Super.,'81;

I'mr . , Whitehaven , •ܕ86'

Clk . , S.O. , Edin . , '53 ;

2nd Cl.Clk .,'56 ; Accts.

Off., '63 : Ist Cl . Clk . ,

'70 ; Cashier, '85 ; Ex

amr. '92

1855 ; Sr. , '56 ; Cn. , ’73

1896

1892

Whyte , R....

* Donaldson , G.

* Donaldson , J.

Cn....

Tr.

Awarded a Gratuity .
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OFFICE. NAME, APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

...Edinburgh, Gentle, J. ... Ist Cl . Asst. Super., Glasgow , '43 ; Edin. °53 ;

Sorting Off. P. Asst. Super., 91

Armstrong, A. F. Cik., p.... 1861 ; S.C.. ’62 ; Clk . , '91

Gray, D. 1854 ; Sr., ²55 ; Clk . , '91

Silver , G. M. Sr., '85 ; Clk ., '91

Tel. Of . Gracey, W. A... Tel. 1872

* Miss M.E. Duffus 1891

Miss I. McIntyre S.C. & T. , Dunfermline,

'83 ; Tel. Edin . , '85

Aberdeen Brown, W. Asst. Super. ( T. ) ... Tel. 1874 ; Clk. , '94

Asst. Super. , '95

- Dundee Eggo, G. A. Super. E.T. Co., '54 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Super., '71

Glasgow ... Munro, W. 2nd Cl. Asst . Super. Sr., '72 ; Clk ., '81 ; Asst.

( P. ) Super., '92

Walker, D. 2nd Cl. Asst . Super. Sr. , '56 ; Clk ., °76 ; Asst.

( P. ) Super., '81

Mill, A. Tel. 1887

Winton , M.

Miss B. Paterson 1875
Inverness J. H. 1876

MacLeod

Ladybank Crombie, J. Pmr. 1855

Stornoway Morison, M.
.
.
.

:
:
:

1884

:
:
:
:

:
:

1860

IRELAND.

'73;

Dublin , Wilson, R. W. ... Ist Cl . Clk . Clk . , '58 ; 2nd Cl. , '65 ;

Sec.'s Off . Ist Cl . , ° 74

Acct.'s Off. Parkinson , R. Princ. Clk .
Temp. Dub., ²55 ; Sup.

Clk . , ²55 ; Sec.'s Off.,

'56 ; 2nd Cl . , Acct.'s

Off., '57 ; Ist Cl . , '66 ;

Ch. Clk ., Sortg. Off.,

Princ. Clk . ,

A.O., '92

Sorting Off. Burrowes, J. W. 2nd Cl . Asst . Super. 1856

Stone , R. 1866 ; Sr., 71; Over. ,

89 ; Clk . , '91 ; Asst.

Super., '94

Hussey , P. Clk . 1853

Beckett , D. S.C. & T. 1858

Charles, A.

Connell, J. 1864 ; Sr. , '70

Munro, M.
1881

*Murphy, P. 1893

Belfast * Allen , F. C. 1892

Limerick ... O'Brien , J. A. 1888

>

:
:
:

:
:
:
:
:
:
:

* Awarded a Gratuity.
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Deaths.

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

...

Sur.'s Dept.

A.G.D. Samuel, H. Boy Clk. 1896

Thwaites, W. C. Ist Cl . Tr. 1874 ; Tr., 76 ; 1st Cl. , '85
L.P.S.D., Eynon, J.... Ist Cl. Clk . E.T. Co., 60 ; U.K.T.

Cont's . Off. Co., '64 ;G.P.O., '70 ;

Clk. N.D.O., '83 ;

C.O., '85 ; Ist CI . , '86

Cir. Off. Welch , C .... Sr.... 1895

Allen , G. ... Boy Sr. , '74 ; 2nd Cl. ,

°77 ; Ist Cl. , '86

E.C.D.O. ' Miss C. Hill 4th Cl. Super. 1873 ; 4th Cl. Super. , '95

S.B.D. Pearce, H. H .... 2nd Div. Clk. 1895

Miss L. M. Ebdon 2nd Cl . Clk . 1895

Dixon, W.... Sta . Clk . S.C., Belfast, '84 ; Sta .

Clk ., '94

Brighton ... Holden, J. S.C. & T. S.C. & T. , Soham, '92 ;

Tel. C.T.O. , '94 ; S.C.

& T. , Brighton, '95

Colchester Aldis , R. W. Ch . Clk. E.T. Co. , '62 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Asst. Super T.,

’91 ; Ch . Clk ., '96

Gloucester Martin , F. W. S.C. & T. 1879 ; S.C. & T. , '83

Ipswich Fox, C. F. '86

Liverpool Newton, S. 2nd Či.Asst.Super. 1868 ; 2nď ci. Asst.

( P. ) Super, '90

Newcastle-on- McKeone, J. S.C. & T. 1872

Tyne

Plymouth Beck, J. Glasgow, '85 ; Inverness,

'89; Plymouth, '96
Sunderland Thompson , W.E. 1881

Glasgow Miss C. Gray Tel . 1893

B. Paterson 1874

Paisley
Picken, F. F. cik. 1884 ; Clk ., 91

Dublin Brien, P. S.C. & T. 1897

Cork Mountjoy, D.
1887

Mallow Dennehy, J. 1881

Newtownwards Cooper, W. Pmr. 1874

Galway Twohig, L. S.C. & T. 1889

>

:
:
:
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Postmasters Appointed.

OFFICE. NAME, PREVIOUS APPOINTMENTS.

Bingley

Brackley

Bridlington ...

Cowbridge

Ely
.
.
.

.
.

.
.
.

Esher

Farnham

Grantham

:
:

Guernscy ...

Halesworth

Hertford

Horsham

Ivybridge

.
.
.

Hull

Stothard , G. B. Pmr. Welwyn

Dark, C. A. S.C. , Gloucester ; S.C. & T. , Ryde

Harpham , W. H .... S.C. , Leeds; Clk ., S.O. '93

Bartington, J. C. ... Boy Sr. , Circ . Off.; Tr. , A.G.D .; Sr.
Tr.

Duffield , W. ... E. T. Co. ; Tel . , Lynn ; Clk . , Gt .

Yarmouth ; Asst . Super.

Grigg, F. E.... S. C. & T. , Plymouth

Sparkman , A. S. C. & T., Portsmouth ; Clk.

Burchby, J. W. Tel., Sheffield ; Clk ; Hd. Sta. Clk. ,

N. Mid Dist.

Le Marinel, P. S.C. & T.,Jersey ; Clk . ; Super.; Ch .

Clk.

Norman , J. S.C. & T.,Ashford, Kent ; Hastings

Rolfe, F. Pmr. , Brandon ; Ely

Poole , J. S.C. & T., Whitehaven ; Ch. Clk .,

Kendal; Pmr., Workington

Evans, E. S. C & T. , Liverpool ; Tel .; Tel . ,

Cardiff

Meals, J Clk . , L’pool. ; 2nd Cl . Asst . Super. ;

Ist Cl. ; Super. ; Ch. Super. ; Ch.

Clk . , Manchester

Harrison , W. L. Clk . , S.B.D. ; C.D ; S.B.D.; Sur.

Clk.

Wilson, J. Cik . , Dumfries ; Liverpool ; Asst.

Super.; Super.; Ch. Super.; Pmr.,

Preston ; Exeter ; Derby ; Hull

Turner, A. G. Tel . , York ; Clk . ; Pmr. , Farnham

Phillips, w. S.C. & T., Llanelly ; Pmr.,Ruabon ;

Aberdare

Longstaff, J.... S. C. & T. , Stockton-on-Tees

Wills , L. J. S.C. , Bath ; L’pool. ; Pmr. , Bingley

Richards, w. S.C. & T., Shrewsbury

Armstrong, J. M. T. Co. ; Tel., Dumfries ; Clk. ;

Pmr. , Kirkby Lonsdale ; Leek

Noble, D. R. Sr. Clk ., Peterboro’; Ch. Clk . , Ips

wich ; Pmr., Loughboro' .

Caudle, T. Clk . , Leamington ; Pmr. , Kenil

worth ; Atherstone, Malvern

Pagett, D. Clk ., Wolverhampton ; Pmr. , God

alming ; Rotherham

Kings Lynn

Leeds

Lewes ...

Merthyr Tydvil...

Midhurst
Ormskirk
Pembroke
Penrith

.
.
.

.
.
.

Redhill

Rugby ...

Scarboro

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.



OFFICE. NAME. PREVIOUS AFPOINTMENTS .

Sheerness

Southport

Stonehouse, Glos .

Swansea

Towcester

Welwyn

Whitehaven

Ruffell, H. S.C. & T. , Rochester ; Ch. Clk.

Brown, T. P. E. T. Co. , 2nd Cl. Asst . Super .,

Bristol ; ist Cl. ; Pmr. , Kings

Lynn

Miss M. Wilson S.C. & T., Stonehouse

Shergold, J. W. Asst. Clk ., F.B. ; Writing Clk ., Cir.

Off. ; Asst . Super. , Prin. Clk.

MacDonald, W.... |Tel., C.T.O.; S.C.& T ., Kings Lynn

Vey, E. J. S.C. & T. , Ormskirk

Freeman, T. S.C. & T. , Shrewsbury ; Clk. ; Ch.

Clk . ; Ch . Clk. , Stafford ; Pmr. ,

Wisbech.

Carette, E. W. Clk . , Londonderry ; Pmr. , Drog

heda , Waterford, Queenstown

Frizelle , J. S.C. & T., Kilkenny; Clk. , Sligo

Read, J. S.C. & T., Manchester

Forrest, F. J. Over. Dub. ; Asst. Super. ; Ist Cl.

Asst. Super.

Morrison , J.... Pmr. , Magherafelt
Miss L. Cooper S.C. & T. , Newtownards

Wisbech

Fermoy

Larne

Queenstown

:
:
:

Newbridge ...

Newtownards

ABBREVIATIONS.

Asst., Assistant ; Ch. , Chief ; Cl., Class ; Clk. , Clerk ; Cont., Controller ;

Cwn., Counterwoman; Div ., Division ; Engr., Engineer ; Fem., Female ; Hd. ,

Head ; Hr. , Higher ; Insp., Inspector ; Jr., Junior; Lr., Lower ; Over. , Overseer ;

P. , Postal ; Fmr. , Postmaster ; Pms., Postmistress ; Pr.-Kr., Paper-Keeper ;

Princ. , Principal; Retr., Returner ; Sec's. , Secretary's ; Sepr., Senior ; S.C.,

Sorting Clerk ; S.C. & T., Sorting Clerk and Telegraphist ; Sr., Sorter; Stg .,

Sorting ; Sta. , Stationary ; Sur. , Surveyor ; Super. , Superintendent or Supervisor ;

T., Telegraphs ; Tel . , Telegraphist ; Tr. , Tracer.
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THE LATE SIR JOHN TILLEY, K.C.B,

[[ Frontispiece.



ST . MARTIN'S-LE-GRAND .

JULY, 1898 .

Sir John Tilley , K.C.B.

W

1 .

ITH the appointment of Sir Rowland Hill to the

Secretaryship of the Post Office, that position acquired

an importance which it had never previously attained,

and which it is not likely as the years roll on to lose to

any extent . And when he retired in the year 1864 it might well

have been coveted by the most distinguished administrators in the

country. That the vacant appointment fell to the Assistant Secretary,

Mr. John Tilley, was a tribute to the way in which that gentleman

had assisted Sir Rowland Hill in the promotion of his particular

policy, and showed a wise determination on the part of the Govern

ment of the day to preserve at that particular stage of Post Office

development the continuity of the Hill tradition. Moreover, Mr.

Tilley had risen from a very low rung of the ladder, and had spent

his youth and manhood in the Post Office service , and his long

experience counted for much with those responsible for his appoint

ment. He stands alone among the recent Secretaries of the Post

Office in having devoted his whole official career to the department.

Colonel Maberly, Sir Rowland Hill, Sir Arthur Blackwood , and

our present Secretary Sir Spencer Walpole , served their apprentice

ship outside the Post Office, and came to us with reputations already

made, but Sir John Tilley was always “ one of us," and this fact has

a most important bearing on any judgment we may form on many

of the acts for which we hold him responsible during his term of

office. His worst enemy has never charged him with a want of

devotion to the department, and in common with the distinguished

chief whom he served so faithfully the work of his life was the work

of the Post Office. It is of course open to discussion whether a
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man may not be an equally good Secretary who is also engrossed

with public work outside the walls of his own office, but there can

scarcely be any doubt at all as to the injury such a man does to his

own health by adopting such a life, and it is difficult to believe

that a career of this kind is either possible to the man or profitable

to the State , unless , perhaps, he possesses the constitution and

manysidedness of a Gladstone.

It is a pity that Sir John Tilley did not, like Sir Rowland Hill ,

leave us his own memoir for publication, because no one could

have thrown such light on many disputed points in our history, more

especially on those eventful years when the star of Scudamore rose

and set with such alarming rapidity. But that official reserve

which almost inevitably clings to a man who has been long in a

distinguished position no doubt restrained him, and the inner

history of that period if it is ever written will have to be gathered

from other sources . Two of his former Private Secretaries have

furnished most interesting recollections of their old chief, and it

only remains for us to give a brief outline of his life .

He was the son of. Mr. John Tilley, a London Merchant, by

Elizabeth a daughter of Mr. Thomas Frazer, of Great St. Helen's.

He was born on the 20th January, 1813 , and was educated at a

private school at Bromley, Kent . He was married three times , his

first wife being the sister of Anthony Trollope, the novelist . In

Mr. Trollope's autobiography the following reference is made to the

event. “ It was during these years ( 1830-1840) that John Tilley,

who has now been for many years, the permanent senior officer of

the Post Office, married my sister, whom he took with him into

Cumberland where he was stationed as one of our surveyors. He

has been my friend for more than forty years.” Elsewhere Mr.

Trollope again speaks of him as one “ of the dearest friends of my

life .” In this connexion we may mention that one of Sir John

Tilley's sons, Mr. Arthur Tilley , of King's College, Cambridge, is the

University Lecturer in Roman History.

Sir John Tilley entered the Post Office in the year 1829, and for

his career during his early official days we must refer our readers

to Mr. Cunynghame's recollections of him. There are frequent

references of course to him in Sir Rowland Hill's life, and they are

mostly of the same character , acknowledgments of his assistance and

testimonies to his services as an adviser in official crises. In Mr.

Edmund Yates's Recollections and Experiences we can see how a chief

who was steeped to the eyes in official traditions was regarded by
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one who was always more or less a free lance. We can also see

from the following extract how the official regarded the free lance.

“ Mr. Tilley was a shrewd caustic clever man, bred in the Post

Office service and knowing it thoroughly ; by no means a crocheteer,

but with his public office experience, tempered by plenty of worldly

knowledge , and as unimpressionable as an oyster. An excellent public

servant, had he not been a sic volo, sic jubeo gentleman-one who

never allowed anything, or anyone, to stand in his way ; who was

accustomed to do as he liked without being called upon for his rea

sons ; and with whom as I have stated , I , not being entirely willing to

prostrate myself in order that I might be ridden over roughshod, had

more than once come into collision .”

There are men now in the Post Office who would not differ

materially with Yates's characteristic verdict, but we all recognise

that the points to which the severest criticisms are directed are the

defects of qualities possessed by most men who are accustomed

to command.

Mr. Tilley was made a C.B. in 1871 , and the honour of K.C.B.

was conferred on him when he retired from the public service in

1880. His services to the Post Office were recognised also in that

year by a graceful tribute to the value of his labours , which was

published in the Postmaster General's report and signed by Mr.

Fawcett . He was then 67 years of age , but he had still many years

of public work before him ; “ his eye was not dim, nor was his natural

force abated." For the last fifteen years he has been one of

the most conspicuous figures at the St. George's ( London ) Board

of Guardians. He was Vice-Chairman for several years, and even

tually became Chairman . He was also Chairman of the Relief

Committee, which engages in that most difficult of problems— the

distribution of outdoor relief to the deserving poor ; he was also

Chairman of the Fulham Road Workhouse Committee, which is

responsible for the care and conduct of one of the largest work

houses in the country ; a Manager of the West London School

District Board ; one of the Managers of the Metropolitan Asylums

Board ; a Justice of the Peace for London and Middlesex ; and he

was Treasurer of the Metropolitan Convalescent Institution , in

which he took a very special interest. In addition he was the Vicar's

Churchwarden for the parish of St. Saviour's , Pimlico, and was one

of the most active of church workers. Truly a re ord worthy of a

Grand Old Man.

A member of one of the Boards on which Sir John Tilley sat in
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his later years tells us that when Sir John joined them he came with

a great official reputation, and great things were expected of him .

But for a time he disappointed them, playing the part of silent

member, and taking other people's advice instead of offering any

opinions of his own. “ Indeed, we began to think him an over

rated man .” But Sir John was “ an old Parliamentary hand,” and

all this time he was quietly gaining experience and mastering the

work of the Board . For the same informant tells us that one day

they awoke to the fact that this man whom they were inclined to

disparage was slowly making his influence felt and was exhibiting a

mastery of the detail of the work which not one of them could rival .

This was characteristic of the man, and it helps us to understand the

secret of much of his success in life.

It is perhaps interesting to know that Sir John Tilley considered

the Duke of Devonshire to have been the ablest Postmaster

General under whom he served, and from what we know of the two

men we can well believe that they worked in harmony together, the

one possibly supplying what the other lacked . Mr. Arthur Tilley,

who has placed the photograph in our hands which we publish in

this number, says in a letter to us that “ the photograph is generally

regarded as a very good likeness, though it does not to my mind

give the remarkable vitality and freshness, even youthfulness of

mind and spirits, which he retained up to within a year or two of

his death .”

Sir John Tilley died at his residence 78, St. George's Square, S.W.,

on the 18th March, 1898, at the age of 85 , and he was buried in

Brompton Cemetery. On the following Sunday the vicar of his

parish spoke of his old friend in these words, and they form a fitting

conclusion to this notice.- “ It is an undoubted source of consolation

when those who have been deprived of some loved relative, or

deeply valued and warm-hearted friend, can, upon his years being

brought to an end , feel the strongest possible assurance that his tale

has indeed been well told, that the page on which it is written is a

fair one, that the story of his life is traced in golden characters , and

is such a one that even Angels might rejoice to read . And if to- day

the hearts of some amongst us are over-full, if we are touched by the

sense of the loss which we have so recently and so suddenly sus

tained, if we sorrow because the years of one whom we have known,

and loved, and honoured, have been brought to an end , yet in the

midst of our tears we can rejoice, because we know that his tale has

been so well told . ”
E. B.
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Sir John Tilley entered as a clerk in the Secretary's Office on the

13th February, 1829 , when the General Post Office was located in

Lombard Street. The Secretary at that time was Sir Francis

Freeling, and the Secretary's Office consisted of a very small staff.

I have heard him say that the working men of the office were Old

Johns” (as he was usually called ), and Francis Abbott, my pre

decessor as Secretary in Edinburgh. There were some others

whose names I do not recollect. He saw the office transferred to

St. Martin's-le-Grand in September, 1829 . He told me that he was

" clerk in waiting " on the night when the Houses of Parliament

were burnt, and he ascended to the top of the General Post Office

to see the blaze, a very grand sight . In his early days Mr. Tilley

was an active clerk, and took a leading part in the work. He often

talked to me of his companions in the office, namely, J. P. Good,

Anthony Trollope, William Barth, Henry Benson Card , and

George Stow, the son of Daniel Stow, the head of the Inland

Office.

Colonel Maberly became Secretary in September , 1836, and he

must have formed a very high opinion of Mr. Tilley's ability and

qualifications, as he selected him for appointment as Surveyor of

the Northern District of England when he had scarcely been more

than ten years in the office, and was only about twenty- six years

T.

1

of age.

2

The travelling of a surveyor was exceedingly heavy in the

coaching days, but railways soon began to succeed the coaches, and

as the latter were superseded , it fell to the surveyor to make all the

arrangements necessary for transferring the mail service to the

railways. I remember his telling me that when he first saw

Mr. Allport he was a clerk in a coaching office in Yorkshire, and

he little thought at that time that he would in after years be

negotiating a Railway Contract with Mr. Allport as Manager of the

Great Midland Railway Company. The headquarters of the

district were at Penrith , and as Surveyor's Clerk attached to the

district was Henry Abbott, afterwards transferred to Mr. Creswell's

district in the West of England . Mr. Tilley told me an amusing

story respecting the latter . They were travelling together on a

coach and the day was very wet. Abbott called his attention to a

portmanteau , which , from being exposed to the rain , got thoroughly

Abbott believed it belonged to his chief and chaffed

.

!

drenched .
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him on the nice change of clothes he would find therein . His

chief took things very calmly, but what was Abbott's dismay when

they reached their destination and the luggage was taken down, to

find that it was his own portmanteau . The laugh was then on the

other side of his mouth . Mr. Smith (afterwards Postmaster of

Birmingham ) and Mr. Beaufort joined the district as Surveyor's

Clerks. It was with the latter that he formed a great intimacy,

which continued till Mr. Beaufort's death .

In 1848 , on the death of Mr. Campbell, the assistant Secretary,

Mr. Tilley was asked by Colonel Maberly to take the vacant

appointment, and as from sad circumstances in his family he was

desirous of a change, he gladly availed himself of this transfer to

London . His appointment was not hailed with satisfaction by the

staff of the Secretary's Office, as very naturally it was expected that

the vacancy would be filled by promotion within the office. His

brother officers, however, soon found that in Mr. Tilley they had a

firm friend, ready on all occasions to look after their interests. He,

indeed , soon became very popular. The principal officers of the

Secretary's Office at that time were Jackson (chief clerk) , Rodie

Parkhurst , Henry Benson Card , William Page, Edward Page, and

John Baker, who were all men well noted for their official knowledge

and experience.

My first acquaintance with Mr. Tilley came about in this way.

I had been about a year in the Secretary's Office when it happened

that Mr. Card, who was the head of my room, was most anxious to

take his holiday. Card had charge of Postmaster's arrears, and in

talking over with Mr. Tilley his difficulty in finding someone to

take his duty, it was suggested that I should be entrusted with it .

As Mr. Tilley told me afterwards, my name had been mentioned to

him by John Milton of the War Office, who was a cousin of

Anthony Trollope, and whom I knew very well. I suppose I

performed the duty of dunning Postmasters for their arrears with

discretion, for on the return of Mr. Card, Mr. Tilley refused to

allow me to go back to my work in the Registry, but placed me in

the Discipline Branch under Rodie Parkhurst, and, at the same

time, made me act as his private secretary. In this capacity I

became most intimately connected with him , not only officially,

but in every part of his daily life. Indeed I may say he was to me

like an elder brother, and exercised a strong influence upon me.

It was a fortunate chance for a young man just commencing an

official career. We both lived in Kensington . We walked home
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together every day, and during these walks we had discussions

on all manner of subjects, many official questions being talked over

and considered .

When Mr. Tilley joined as Assistant Secretary he had a very

difficult part to play, for whilst anxious to be loyal to his chief,

Colonel Maberly , he was most willing to give every support to Sir

Rowland Hill in the schemes which the latter put forward. In my

view, Colonel Maberly was a very impracticable person . I re

member on one occasion , Mr. Tilley had such difficulty with him

in discussing matters, that he prepared a paper complaining of the

treatment he received , and placing it in an envelope, directed me

to carry it to the Colonel . I carried it to John Hall , afterwards

Sir John Hall, Postmaster-General and Premier of New Zealand ,

the Colonel's private secretary. I had scarcely regained my seat

when Colonel Maberly dashed through my room, and in entering

Mr. Tilley's room I heard him exclaim “ What does all this mean ,

Tilley ? ” The meeting between them had a good effect as he had

no further cause to complain . Mr. Archer's invention for per

forating postage stamps was a subject which gave a great deal of

trouble . Colonel Maberly was strongly opposed to it , and refused

to offer Mr. Archer such a sum as would fairly remunerate him .

Mr. Archer sought Mr. Tilley's support and made frequent personal

applications, but as they took up too much time, it fell to me to

interview him . I used to think that Mr. Archer was getting thinner

and thinner. It was only after several years that Mr. Archer,

having impressed upon some members of Parliament the value of

his invention , got it brought before the House of Commons, and

then a settlement for the purchase of his machine was arrived at.

A general revision of the whole establishment of the Post Office

was decided upon in 1854 , and the Treasury appointed a Commission

of Enquiry consisting of Sir Charles Trevelyan , Sir Stafford North

cote (Lord Iddesleigh ), and Mr. Hoffey. Mr. Tilley took the greatest

interest in the enquiry, and a great deal of private correspondence

passed between him and the members of the Commission . I was

entirely in the secret , and often Mr. Tilley discussed with me the

various proposals. I had some influence with him, and I was able

to use it in obtaining a much better establishment for the Secretary's

Office than was at first proposed. I remember that we went down

to Brighton for the Easter holidays , staying at the Bedford Hotel ,

when Mr. Tilley received the proofs of the report on the proposed

revision . We were discussing it after dinner, when who should
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come into the room but Lord Canning, the Postmaster-General .

His Lordship had sent him the draft of the report in a cover marked

private and strictly confidential.” The papers in the cover were

laying on the table beside us. He was fearful lest Lord Canning

should think that he had broken official secrecy , so the papers in

their cover were put away, and our discussion then ended.

One of the results of the revision was the change which took place

in the system of the Postmaster's accounts. This had been proposed

to Mr. Tilley by Mr. Hoffey, the financial member of the enquiry

commission . He saw the advantages of it at once, and at his

request Mr. Scudamore was directed to carry out the change.

When effect had been given to the revision as regards the London

Establishment, Mr. Tilley was sent by the Postmaster General to

Edinburgh and Dublin to revise those establishments, and I

accompanied him . His proposals in regard to those offices were put

before the Treasury and duly sanctioned. The provincial post

offices required revision, and it was arranged that Mr. Tilley should

meet the Surveyors at certain points with the view of settling with

them the force salaries of the post offices in their respective districts .

Up to that time the staff had been most miserably paid , and a great

deal was done by Mr. Tilley to give the clerks, sorters, and postmen

better pay .

Sir Rowland Hill was anxious to improve the Rural Post System ,

so that in country districts the free delivery of letters might be

extended to all villages and houses when the circumstances justified

it . With the assistance of Mr. Tilley, certain rules were laid down

by Sir Rowland Hill , and the Surveyors were instructed to take each

town and its neighbourhood separately, and put forward their plans

for the revision of rural posts . Mr. Tilley threw himself entirely into

the work. As this revision did not progress rapidly enough ,

Mr. Trollope, who was then a first class Surveyor's Clerk , was

employed to revise the posts in several of the districts. After the

sanction of the Postmaster General had been obtained for them,

they had to be carried out, and assistance had to be given to the

Surveyors, and Mr. Tilley took the opportunity of employing me

temporarily as a Surveyor's Clerk in the Western District under

Mr. Creswell .

It was a piece of good fortune to me, for on my return to London,

Mr. Tilley placed me in charge of the Rural Post Branch of the

Secretary's Office. He took a very great interest in the ex

tension of the rural delivery. It was my duty to submit to
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him all the arrangements and proposals put forward by the Surveyors,

and I think credit is largely due to him for the benefits conferred on

the public by the general revision of rural posts . All this time my

intercourse with Mr. Tilley was most close . He was a most

charming companion I used to spend Saturday and Sunday at

Dorking, where he resided . We took long walks together, sometimes

across country from point to point, over hedges and ditches - nothing

would stop him except a wide stream , and I remember one such

instance when making a straight line from Dorking to Reigate . On

one occasion we walked over to Epsom to see the Derby, and

another day we made for Guildford and went over the Hog's Back.

When I was appointed a Surveyor in 1860 , I ceased to see so

much of Mr. Tilley, but we often met at the office and at his house ,

and the “ shop ” was a continual source of conversation . Indeed, we

discussed all manner of questions connected with the Post Office.

He was very diffident as to whether he was fitted to undertake the

duties of Secretary, but I did my best to persuade him that

possessing so much experience and knowledge of the Post Office, no

better person could be found to succeed Sir Rowland Hill . When

the latter retired in 1864, I was glad to find that he had been

induced to fill the vacancy.

After I left the Secretary's Office my confidential relations with

him, as regards the daily routine work, came to an end , and any

references to his subsequent career must be left to other writers.

A. M. CUNYNGHAME.

Newick, Sussex .

III.

[ The following appreciation is written by another of Sir John

Tilley's oldest official friends.]

No notice of Sir John Tilley would be complete without some

reference to his remarkable personality. In official relations , it has

been said, Sir John was hard. Genial to those whom he liked he

was , nevertheless, a man of deep and pronounced feeling, and, as is

usual with such natures , he was apt to form somewhat strong

personal dislikes . Truthful, courageous , and unaffected, he hated

untruth or cowardice or affectation in others , and any suggestion of

what was underhand or not straightforward in conduct or bearing at

once destroyed his sympathy. His judgment of character was

generally sound ; but he may sometimes have formed it with

dangerous rapidity, and his sensitiveness on the points we have
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was

referred to caused an opinion once formed to be not easily

abandoned . But no man was more ready than he to admit and

correct a mistake, as no man was more magnanimous in brushing

aside all feeling of resentment when the occasion which aroused it

had gone by.

As an administrator Sir John Tilley was clear sighted , just, and

absolutely fearless. A profound sense of duty dominated his

conduct, and in his treatment of men and affairs his first object was

to do the right . Himself thorough and energetic in everything he

did, he was quick to discern ability and fitness in those with whom

he came in contact, and in the discharge of what he believed to be

his public duty he acted fearlessly on his judgment of men . But

it would be wrong to suppose that he did so with a light heart. On

the contrary, he never took a step which would be likely to cause

pain or disappointment without the most anxious consideration and

regret for the sufferers ; and if there were men among those

immediately about him who thought their chief was hard

due to the fact that he was a man of few words and direct statement

who had too much sense of humour and too strong a hatred of even

the semblance of affectation to carry his heart on his sleeve. But

while Sir John felt for the unfit and the incompetent, who were so

through no fault of their own, he had a positive abhorrence of sleek

and self -satisfied indolence, and its possessor got no pity .

There were few men in the Post Office Service who were intimate

with Sir John in private life. Of his brother-in-law, Anthony

Trollope, we need not, of course, speak in this regard ; but of those

who passed away before him we may mention Mr. Beaufort, sometime

Postmaster of Manchester, and formerly a brother Surveyor when

the then Mr. Tilley held a district in the North of England , and

Mr. Good, a late Surveyor of the South Western district . But those,

and only those, who possessed the privilege of Sir John's personal

friendship could be fully aware of the nobleness and beauty of his

character. His strong common sense ; the wide range of his

sympathies and interests ; his cultivated taste ; his refined courtesy ;

his informed mind, and the simplicity and freshness of his affections

made his society delightful alike to old and young. It was enough

to see him with children, entering with almost boyish delight into

their fun and frolic, to understand the kindly sympathy for the weak

and helpless which led him , after his retirement from the Post Office,

to devote his time and his great faculty for business to those

numerous works of usefulness and benevolence which occupied him
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almost up to the close of his long life. His work in this respect,

which he used to say made him almost more busy than when he

was in the Post Office, was rendered all the more valuable by that

clearness of mental vision and unswerving rightness of purpose

which enabled him to the end to keep in subjection the solicitations

and suggestions of mere sentiment, the undue influence of which mars

so much of the work of well meaning but less robust-minded men.
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The Post Office and Athletics . — III.

Cum

IGHTY members is a large contribution to furnish from

one provincial Post Office. This , however, is the number

belonging to the Recreation Club of the Gloucester

Office. The club has been in existence since 1882 , and

it can lay claim to possessing a number of athletes who would

not disgrace themselves in any company. Two of its earliest

members were Messrs. J. F. and W. Brown , now of the Surveying

Staff. The former captained the Gloucester Football team for several

seasons, and it was mainly due to his efforts that the city played so

prominent a part in Rugby football in the south of England . Of

the present officials the most distinguished athlete is Mr. Walter H.

Taylor, the popular captain of the Gloucester football team this

He first came under notice as a sprinter and football

player in 1890. He competed at most of the athletic meetings in

season .

MR. W. H. TAYLOR .

( Gloucester Post Office.)

the West of England and South Wales , winning numerous prizes.

His finest performance for 120 yards is 12 seconds , and 101

seconds for the 100 , but it is thought that these times could be

improved upon with proper training . He has earned even greater

distinction on the football field . Besides rendering admirable service

to the Gloucester City Club, Taylor has several times represented

the Western Counties in addition to assisting his County in twenty
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two Rugby fixtures, seven times in the capacity of captain . He

has also played for London and the West against the combined

Universities, the fine try which he scored on this occasion being the

result of a splendid piece of play. The same year he was first

reserve for the South, but his services were not requisitioned. Taylor

is a prolific scorer, and for several seasons has headed the list of

try -getters for the City Club. Since 1890 he has scored eighty -six

tries, and dropped four goals. He has scored as frequently as

eighteen times in one season, and this season-one of the most

successful in the history of the club—he has crossed his opponents

lines ten times and dropped a goal. His three -quarter play is very

finished, and in addition to his wonderful pace he is a splendid kick

and safe tackler. Some of his tries have been sensational, and it is

common knowledge that many persons visit the Club's enclosure

solely to witness him bring off one of his remarkable runs.

In addition to Mr. Taylor, the local office supplies two other

sterling players to the Gloucester Club-Messrs. A. H. Click and

G. F. Clutterbuck. The latter plays left wing three-quarter and

a dashing player. Click is a forward of the genuine type and never

shirks the hard work in order to appear unduly prominent in the

open . He has had the honour of representing his county on two

occasions this season. There are several other players in the local

office, both Association and Rugby, of more than average ability,

and when all are available, local combinations meet pretty warm

opponents and find themselves fully extended. It is interesting to

record that the Office Socker Eleven has not been defeated by a

local combination for several years.

There is scarcely a sport in which the Gloucester members are not

active participators. The Postmaster, Mr. Godby, takes a keen

personal interest in the athletic doings of his staff, and sets a good

example as an ardent and enthusiastic follower of golf, in which game

he has won several local handicaps.

The versatility in athletic performances displayed by some

Provincial members of the office makes it impossible to include

them under any particular branch of sport . Mr. A. V. Edwards,

now of the Telegraph Department, Nottingham , began his

athletic .career as a cyclist. Residing then in Exeter, he speedily

distinguished himself in this particular branch of sport and won

handicap races from such men as A. Ducros, R. L. Ede, A. C.

Edwards, and T. Relf.

In 1890, the year of his debut, he secured the “ West ” Challenge
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.

Shield for a 50 miles scratch Road Race - performing that distance

on a solid tyre, over Devonshire roads , in 3 hours, 8 minutes. It

was not until he was transferred to Nottingham that he devoted

serious attention to running. He very quickly came to the front,

and there is no doubt that at the present time he is the fastest man

at any distance up to 220 yards in the Midlands. In 1893, on his

first appearance as a sprinter, he secured the premier prize presented

by the Right Honourable Arnold Morley, then Postmaster-General.
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( Nottingham .)

TO

0

C

At Loughborough, in 1895, Mr. Edwards and Mr. A. J. Cherry of

the C.T.O. , assisted the Civil Service in carrying off all the im

portant prizes of the meeting. In 1896 at the Civil Service Sports

Mr. Edwards won—and won easily—the 300 yards Maiden Race,

and the “ Lord Lingen ” Cup for the 100 yards scratch race.

At Stoke -on-Trent in 1896, in a 100 yards Invitation race, he

finished before Mr. H. C. Woodyett, who has since beaten the

English champion , and the following year at Nottingham, in a

similar race, he defeated Mr. G. F. Brewell , the present Midland
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championship holder (time 10 seconds) . At the Civil Service Sports

this month, Mr. Edwards won the 100 yards Flat Members Race in

103 seconds, and finished third in the 120 yards Handicap, a few

inches only separating him from the winner . It is his intention to

make his initial appearance at the championship meeting this year.

In Rugby Football Edwards is a dashing player, and has played

three quarter in the Notts County Fifteen, but more recently he

turned his attention to the sister game, keeping goal with much

success for the local Post Office Association team .

There are few pages in the athletic history of the Service that are

more remarkable than those associated with the achievements of the

members of the Central Telegraph Office. Prior to 1880 a few

attempts to form athletic clubs of various kinds in the Central

Telegraphic Office were invariably unsuccessful. In the latter part

of that year, however, a stronger effort was made, and by the aid

of several ardent cyclists and runners, amongst others, Messrs.

C. H. Mitchell, J. Grant, R. M. McDonald (now dead, but well

known as a vivid and brilliant writer on matters connected with

cycling ), G. Tite, and F. Barfield, the Electric Athletic and Cycling

Club was formed . At first, progress was slow, but with the advent

in 1883 of Mr. J. H. Browne as Honorary Secretary, the Club

progressed rapidly. His great energy and strong belief in the

benefits of athletics bore rapid fruit and the Club soon became one

of the most successful in the Service. Special attention was devoted

to cycling, running and swimming, and many smart men were

included in its membership. In cycling, Messrs: J. P. Stoate,

J. Cosier, E. J. Whibley, C. J. Miners , and last , but not least, A. J.

Cherry, were all winners from scratch marks in Service events, and

also back markers in London “ opens. " Although special mention

has been made in a previous number to the performances of Mr.

Cherry, it was not stated that he was the first member of the Central

Telegraph Office to win a Championship of England, and the holder

of the N.C.U. 50 miles amateur Championship of England-amost

classical cup, and open to the amateur world . In running, the Club

had brilliant representatives in Messrs. E. A. Sturman , W. A. Lamb,

T. J. Rudkin, and G. Tite ; and Messrs. E. Taylor and W. G.

Franks were equally successful as swimmers in important contests.

The St. Martin's Football Club was started in 1883 , under the

secretaryship of Mr. Honeysett (now Postmaster of Henley -on

Thames). The Eleven met with phenomenal success in the seasons

1884-5-6, sustaining three reverses only in Club contests, and
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defeating the then powerful Barnes Team , which included many

Internationals, in the London Association Cup. For many years the

St. Martin's was the strongest City organization. Perhaps the best

performance of the Eleven was getting into the last eight out of the

ninety clubs entered for the London Senior Cup, being thrown out

in that round by Woolwich Arsenal, the runners up for the Cup.

Some idea of the Club's strength may be gathered when it is

mentioned that their opponents included such powerful Elevens as

Clapton, Ilford, London Scottish, Chesham, West Herts, Old

Harrovians, Crouch End, Engineers, London Welsh, Bowes Park,

MR . W. E. BRAYBON .MR. G. MURDOCH.

( Captain St. Martin's F.C.)

and Polytechnic. Undoubtedly all the members played well together,

and many were in great request for other prominent London clubs.

Mr. G. Murdock was the captain , and much of the Club's success

was due to his fine play at right and centre -half.

Mr. W. E. Braybon , who succeeded Mr. C. H. Honeysett as

Secretary of the St. Martin's, has played football for many years, and

is well known in London and Service circles. He has occupied

every position in the field, particularly shining as left- back . He is a

sure kick, and very clever at head work. He played for a season

with Bowes Park in the Middlesex Cup Ties, but is now a member

of the Civil Service Club .

Mr. E. J. Whibley, late of the Central Telegraph Office, and

now in the Engineering Department, Nottingham , was remarkably

successful as a cyclist in 1890 and 1891. He started from middle
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mark in the former year, and came right back to scratch in the latter

year. If the exigencies of official life had not necessitated his

removal to Cambridge, he would most probably have secured a

MR . E. J. WHIBLEY.

championship or two, his improvement in pace being extraordinarily

rapid. His all round excellence was indicated by winning 15 first

prizes mostly from scratch , at distances from mile to 100 miles ,

MR. H. G. DE B. REED.

and securing trophies for cross country running, tricycling, and

swimming.

Mr. H. G. de B. Reed, of the Central Telegraph Office , commenced
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racing as far back as 1879 , and during the eighties was well -known

in London sprinting circles. Most of his successes, however, which

total to a very respectable figure, were in Service events. He won

outright the Electric Athletic Club's (Central Telegraph Office )

10 Guinea Challenge Cup for 100 yards level , by three successes in

five years. He was, however, distinctly unfortunate in having to

compete against such a flyer as Lyle-Smith in the Civil Service level

sprints of 1884 , and could only finish second to him.

He had lost little of his speed 10 years later ( 1890) , as he ran

through a 120 yards handicap and took premier honours in 12}

seconds.

Mr. T. J. Rudkin, of the Stock Exchange branch of the Central

MR . T. J. RUDKIN .

Telegraph Office, commenced racing in 1885 , and during his career

has shewn himself capable of winning races at most distances. His

successes include Open Handicaps at 100 yards, 120 yards, and

300 yards, Civil Service 600 yards Level in 1888 , and 2nd in the

first North of the Thames Inter-Club race ( 1888 )—about 8 miles

when there were nearly 200 starters, besides several races at

intermediate distances. Although able to do the 100 yards in 10

seconds, the 600 yards in i minute 20 seconds , yet he has not

troubled to train thoroughly, and until quite recently avoided all

clubs outside the Central Telegraph Office organization.

Mr. E. A. Sturman, late of the C.T.O. and now Chief Clerk to

the Postmaster General of Cape Colony, was an athlete of good

ability at nearly all distances - as his times of 51 secs. for the quarter,
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4'38 for the mile, and his many wins across country amply testify.

He first ran under the auspices of the Office Club in 1882 , and after

wards joined the Spartan Harriers, and ran very prominently for

them in the Senior Cross-Country Championship. On joining the

L.A.C. he devoted more time to path work and met with great suc

cess in “ open ” miles . During his career he won nearly 100 prizes.

He left England for the Cape in 1891 and has occasionally competed

with some success in Colonial races.

Mr. A. W. Edwards, of the Controller's Staff, Central Telegraph

Office, is one of the best known swimmers in metropolitan circles.

He commenced his racing career in 1881 , when he won a 132 yards.

MR . E. A. STURMAN . MR. A. W. EDWARDS.

handicap from scratch , and is still on the active list — although en

titled to be called a veteran-—as this year he won the 98 yards

handicap of the Hammersmith S.C. Altogether he has won 70

prizes of various descriptions, competing for them in “ open " handi

caps and club scratch and handicap races . He joined the Serpentine

Swimming Club in 1883, and (amongst other prizes competed for

in that Club) won the President's challenge prize, the Kitching

challenge prize, and the Humphrey memorial race (twice), the dis

tance of the latter being 1,000 yards—over the Serpentine bridge -to

bridge course. He was Secretary of this Club from 1886 to 1890,

and through his energetic management and ability in arranging

various entertainments the Club was restored to its old position as one

of the best in the Metropolis . He also won the 240 yards champion

ship and Gold Medal of the Electric A.C. (C.T.O.) in 1887 ; and in
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addition to holding the Captaincy of that Club for several years , was

also Captain of the Excelsior and St. Mark's Swimming Club.

could swim the 100 yards in a bath in 79 seconds, and in open still

water his time for a quarter mile was a shade under 7 minutes.

The C.T.O. has been fortunate in producing so many first -class

Association football players. Mr. Alfred Porter commenced playing

for Ilford 18 years ago and held the position of captain for several

He has also assisted Gravesend United, Clapton and Millwall.

He has been selected to play for London and has captained the

Essex County team for the last 15 years. Mr. Porter is the happy

possessor of 14 medals for figuring in representative matches. He

anticipates retiring this year, having completed 18 years active service .

years .

po
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MR. J. L. HOWIE.

Mr. J. L. Howie is another sterling Association player. His

reputation was established in Dundee, where he was captain of the

Strathmore F.C. He migrated south and was a great acquisition to

Metropolitan football circles. As centre forward he displayed ex

ceptional ability, and afterwards as full back showed much resource

-his coolness and judgment often helping his side out of difficulties.

In addition to his able football play, Mr. Howie has gained trophies

in many other branches of athletics.

A well-known Association player, also in the C.T.O., is Mr. W.

Strachan , who has had the unique experience of playing in a Senior

Scottish Tie when only 14 years of age !

Any record of C.T.O. athletics would be incomplete without

reference to the late Secretary of the Electric Athletic Club. Mr.
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F. Barfield (to whom the writer is indebted for most of the inform

ation relating to C.T.O. performances) commenced cross-country

running in 1883, and for many years was a consistent performer,

MR. W. STRACHAN.

possessing excellent stamina. In the Junior Championships over 10

miles, in three consecutive years, he finished in the first flight from

some 200 starters. He joined the Lea Harriers and represented

MR. F. BARFIELD,

them in the Senior Championship and in many of the leading

matches, notably the " annuals ” against Oxford and Cambridge

Universities, cross -country teams over the “ Shotover, ” and “Gog

and Magog ” courses. He was Secretary of the Electric A.C. for
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seven years, during which period he developed much of the latent

athletic talent of his office . This was evidenced by the numerous

prizes the members of the Club won at the Civil Service Sports

twelve being taken at one meeting. Mr. Barfield has won many

prizes, including the Hulton Challenge Cup (25 guineas), the Lea

Harriers 10 miles Championship , the Electric ro miles Championship

( twice ), Thames Hare and Hounds, Ranelagh Hare and Hounds,

and Hampton Court Hare and Hounds Invitation Handicaps. In

addition to these successes he ran second to H. A. Munro, ex four

miles Amateur Champion , for the Hulton Cup and Lea Champion

ship.

ERNEST A. MAY.

Accountant General's Department, G.P.O.

( To be concluded .)

NOTE.—In the previous number of the Magazine it was inad

vertently stated that Mr. W. P. Dodgson, of the Savings Bank

Department, played cricket instead of football in a Surrey Colts

match.

The sudden death last month of Mr. Franklin Ross, whose prowess.

as a golf player was recorded in our January number, came as a

great shock to his numerous friends and colleagues . Mr. Ross was

on his way to Hoylake to compete in the championship, when un

fortunately he contracted a chill, from the effects of which he died

after a terribly short illness . As a golf.player he was known to most

followers of the game ; and his remarkable play gave promise of his

obtaining high honours in the championships . His untimely death

is a distinct loss to that branch of athletics of which he was so

brilliant an exponent. E. A. M.
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A Galloway Rural Post Tragedy.

AY ye'll no ; say ye'll no, Danny, it's ower dangerous

wark for sic sma' money." The speaker looked

up with a pleading glance at the stalwart young

shepherd on the other side of the low turf dyke of

the sheep -fold .

" I min da’et, Nannie,” was the answer in gloomy tones, “ beggars

canna be choosers ” ; and he gave a bitter laugh as he spoke.

The speakers stood one on each side of a sheep - fold amongst

the wild Galloway Hills. Danny McGuffog was the occupier of a

small farm called the Nick o' the Balloch, and Nannie McGeoch,

his pretty companion , was the daughter of the shepherd in the

neighbouring cot of Glengap.

Ay,” said Danny. “ What atween sheep-scab an' the scarceness

o'hares on the hills this wheen 'ear back I hinna been able to meet

ma rent ava ; an' I'll be sure to be tirned oot this Mairtimas if things

dinná improve, so there's naething fur’d but tae tak’ this Post Office

job ; it'll ayie help tae pey the rent.”

“ Ah, but Danny, think aboot the danger yer rinnin ower the hills

frae Shalloch-on-Minnoch tae Tunskeen, wat an' dry, he'd be a yaul

chield indeed wha wid face the winter storms on the Macaterick

hills. "

“Aweel, Nannie lass," replied Danny, " I've made up ma ' mind,

an' besides, I hae already agreed tae dae the wark ; see, here's a

letter I had this mornin' frae the Postmaister o’ Newton Stewart.”

He took an official envelope out of his pocket, and handed the con

tents to the girl, who read :

“ To Mr. Daniel McGuffog, Nick o' the Balloch .

“ Sir ,-With reference to your application for the situation of

deliverer from Shalloch -on-Minnoch to Tunskeen, I have to inform

you that I have been authorized to give you the vacancy from the

fact that it was found impossible to secure the services of an Army

Reserve man for the post. The distance - double journey — is

supposed to be fourteen miles ; but it is perhaps possible through

your intimate acquaintance with the district, and the short cuts , for

you to make it a little less. There is only an average of one letter a

week for Tunskeen, but it is anticipated that after the delivery

commences that number may be increased . The arrangement is

that
you should attend at Shalloch-on-Minnoch at i p.m. three days

a-week, Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, and should there be any
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correspondence you must undertake to deliver it. On the other

hand, should there be no correspondence you need not go . The

payment will be at the rate of 2s. 3d. for each double journey. An
Official declaration is enclosed which you might please sign before a

J.P. and return to me. A waterproof cape to protect the corre

spondence entrusted to your charge will be sent you in due course.

“ I am , Sir, your obedient servant, &c, & c.”

“ That's a michty story a' aboot twa and threepence a week , ” said

the girl as she handed back the note to her lover.

* O, ay,” said Danny, “ but likely as the Postmaister says there

micht be mair letters efter the thing's started, at least, I howp sae. ”

“ An ’, ” said the girl, who was sharper witted than her male

companion , " it micht pey ye on slack days to post yin yersel.”

“ I ne'er thocht on that , " replied Danny, “ ye've a graund heed on

ye , Nannie dear, ” and he drew the girl to him admiringly, and - well

he did as any other young man would have done under like circum

stances .

“ But Danny, dear,” she whispered, “think on the dangers o'

crossin ' the Knocklach burn in a spate, an' the bog o' Tarfessock in

damp weather, no' to speak o' the sclimin' o' the gap o' Carclach.”

“ Nae fear, Nannie lass, there's no' a man twixt here an' the

Machers that can face the hills better than Danny McGuffog ,” and

he drew himself up proudly. " An ' besides, Nannie dear,” he

whispered lovingly, “ yince I had mysel frae o' debt the Nick o'

the Balloch ’ill maybe get a mistress, " a sentiment which seemed to

please the hearer mightily. So after having thus disposed of the

pros and cons of this eventful subject, the lovers separated at the

door of the Glengap Cot, and Danny departed to his cheerless hearth

with happier thoughts than he had had for many a long day.

The delivery commenced in due course, and Danny lost many a

gallon of sap on his journey to and fro between Shalloch on-Minnoch

and Tunskeen . The autumn, however, was now well advanced, and

the cool breeze of the hills tempered the heat caused by the exertion

of hill climbing. Danny, thanks to his average of 4s. 6d. a week,

was now in somewhat better financial circumstances and had met the

factor with a good instalment towards wiping off his arrears of rent

at the term recently past. And he had hopes of taking his beautiful

Nannie to his home in the gap of the hills after the next lambing

season was past.

Time swiftly rolled on and the end of December was drawing

near, when one day shortly after leaving Shalloch - on -Minnoch the

clouds began to darken over the hills and a few scattered snowflakes
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fell softly . Danny had an intimate acquaintance with the many

changing moods of the local weather and thought the threatening

appearance might pass away, or at any rate if the storm did come on

thick and heavy he might reach Tunskeen, where, if the worst came

to the worst, he could spend the night. But he had reckoned

wrongly this time ; the darkness increased , the snowflakes fell

thicker and thicker, the ground speedily assumed a uniform whiteness

and the trackless waste became a seething sea of feathery particles,

while the wind rose suddenly and increased in velocity. Danny ,

however, plodded on, with footsteps getting heavier and heavier, a

little bewildered now and then as to the proper direction ; but a

daily knowledge of hill life had so far stood him in good stead. For

the last few minutes the suspicion had been growing upon him that

somehow he was on unfamiliar ground, and that by this time he

should have been nearing the gap of Carclach , of which he could see

no sign. Struggling on through snow nearly half a foot deep, by

this time drifting and driving in blinding sheets and swirling in

mad bursts, he came at last to the rugged precipitous hill of which

he was in quest. Seeing that he had wandered fully half a mile from

the place he usually made for the summit, and knowing that the

intervening distance was marshy and boggy, he thought he would try

and scale the towering cliffs from the place where he now stood.

Having succeeded with much difficulty in reaching a fair eminence,

he turned to the east with the intention of regaining his usual track

for Tunskeen .

But, alas, the snow fell thicker, the wind blew fiercer, and the

sharp and now unseen boulders tripped him at every step . Bravely,

however, he struggled on , though his brain was dazed and the

unusual exertion had caused a dreadful langour and drowsiness to

permeate his whole being. With gasping sobs he again attempted

to breast the hill, but he had now reached the most inaccessible part

of that wild region, and after an unavailable effort to regain a level

foot ground he sat down for shelter behind a huge hanging

boulder.

*

The next morning the sun broke through over a scene of over

powering and surpassing beauty, the pure white hilltops glistened in

its ruddy glare, the scream of the whaup and the croak of the corbie

was heard among the mountains, but the white heap behind the

hanging boulder moved not. Night again succeeded day, and the

following day a party of searchers spread themselves over the pure
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white covering, and with the help of Danny's faithful collie he was

at last tracked to his last resting place ; dear Nannie herself being

the first to discover her frozen lover. He was stiff and cold in

death ; his waterproof cape, which he had too faithfully used for the

purpose for which he had been informed it was only intended , was

found rolled up in a ball, and on being unfolded there was found

inside of it a sheep dip ” circular addressed to Tunskeen.

“ Faithful unto death " might truly be his epitaph.

Nannie's screams speedily brought the rest of the search party to

her assistance , and when they came up, beside Danny's stiff corpse

was found a screaming maniac-once the beautiful Nannie of the

Glengap Cot-whose wild eildritch laughter was to haunt the hills in

the coming years.

Newton Stewart , N.B. JAMES HUNTER .

JB from a sketch
Hard
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ФBudley stardy

A new regulation at the Post Office ! It concerns the lady clerks. At the

next examination every candidate must be at least 4 ft. 10 in . in height, and

that, too (brutal idea !), without boots . That is the polite official wayof saying

“ in their stockings.” The idea must have been borrowed from the War Office.

It is the identical height required of recruits entering the army, is it not ?-From

Longbow .



273

The Isle of Purbeck and Corfe Castle.

TANDING on Bournemouth pier and looking westward
one sees a long line of chalk downs which terminate

abruptly in the white cliffs above the curious pillar

known as “ Old Harry," and extend beyond Corfe

Castle until they are lost in the distant horizon. These downs are a

continuation of the chalk backbone of the Isle of Wight, though

fourteen miles of salt water intervene between the Isle of Wight and

the Isle of Purbeck. The former, as we know sometimes to our

cost in crossing the Solent in rough weather, is a real island , but

Purbeck , like Portland and Selsey in Sussex, is only an island by

courtesy. On its eastern and southern sides open sea, and to

the north are Poole Harbour and the river Frome. The western

boundary of Purbeck is a little stream , far too insignificant to be

noticed in ordinary maps , called Luckford Lake, which rises a short

distance from the English Channel some two miles east of Lulworth

Cove, and after flowing a few miles in a northernly direction, falls

into the Frome above Wareham. The area thus described is an

irregular parallelogram measuring about twelve miles east and west

between the Foreland above Old Harry and Luckford Lake, and

nine miles north and south from Gold Point Heath in Poole

Harbour to St. Alban's , properly St. Aldhelm's Head, a well-known

landmark in the English Channel. The Isle of Purbeck is not ,

therefore, very large and has few claims to be considered important .

Nevertheless, it has special attractions for the botanist and geologist ;

its rugged cliffs have witnessed many fearful shipwrecks and their

caves have furnished a refuge to several generations of bold

smugglers; it produces excellent building stone, a peculiar dark

marble much used in the interior decoration of churches, and a

valuable pipe clay without which the Staffordshire potters could not

manufacture their finest ware ; and it contains the ruins of a famous

castle, several old manor houses, and three or four interesting

Norman churches ; while to the ordinary visitor, who is neither

botanist or geologist, who has no antiquarian tastes and cares

nothing for marble quarries or clay pits, it offers pleasant walks and

drives amid varied scenery, and lodgings in a little sea side town

where lovers of quiet may spend a holiday far from the annoyance

of niggers, bands of music, or other so called attractions of larger

watering places.
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The east end of Purbeck is broken up into three little bays, and

on the south shore of the central bay the town of Swanage lies

under the shelter of a range of hills whose sides have been honey

combed by the strong arms of thirty generations of quarrymen.

According to a tradition, which may be founded on fact, King Alfred

conferred the right of quarrying on the men of Purbeck as a reward

for their services against the Danes, who in his day wrought terrible

havoc on this part of England. Alfred's charter is not forthcoming,

but Articles or rules for governing the Company of Marblers and

Stonecutters are known to have been in existence for four hundred

years ; a copy of a code of 1551 is printed in Hutchins's History of
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SWANAGE BAY, LOOKING NORTH .

Dorset, and the Company still exists and exercises very stringent

powers. Only members and their sons duly apprenticed may work

at the quarries, and this privilege is so strictly guarded that neither

the husband of a quarryman's daughter nor her sons can participate

in it. Once a year the quarrymen meet at Corfe Castle for the

enrolment of apprentices, to record the marriages of members, as

well as for other purposes, and after the meeting a football is kicked ,

or carried , over Owre Heath, and a pound of pepper is left at a

certain house for the lord of Rempstone Manor. This curious

custom seems to have originated in the settlement of a dispute as to
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a right of way for the conveyance of stone and marble to Owre Quay

in Poole Harbour ; the carrying of the football is an assertion of the

right, while the pepper represents an annual rent paid to the lord of

the Manor. But though the custom is still observed the right of

way is now a useless privilege ; for many years the stone has been

shipped at Swanage, or since the opening of the railway has been

sent off by train .

The Purbeck stone is found in layers from thirty to fifty feet

below the surface of the ground. A shaft is sunk at an angle

sufficiently easy to allow of haulage, and when the veins are reached

galleries are driven into them and supported by rubble not worth

carrying away . The trade does not , however, flourish as once it

did ; other and better stone has come into the market, and perhaps

the old methods of working the quarries and the mediæval restrictions

of the Company of Marblers and Stonecutters are ill adapted to the

competition of the nineteenth century. The stone, however, is still

used in the immediate neighbourhood and is sent away in small

quantities . Sir Christopher Wren brought it to London when he

was rebuilding the city after the great fire, but very little Purbeck

stone finds its way there now.

Twenty years ago the sea front of Swanage was disfigured by great

piles of Purbeck stone ready for exportation, but since the town has

asserted its claims to be considered a watering place the stone heaps

have been removed and the eyesore has ceased . Visitors have

come to Swanage ever since the close of the last century, when

Mr. Morton Pitt, the head of the elder branch of the family of which

the two William Pitts were members, turned his house into an

hotel, now known as the Victoria, and so named in honour of the

Queen, who stayed there in her girlhood with her mother the

Duchess of Kent. In recent years many new houses have been

built at Swanage, but the High Street, in spite of modern changes ,

chiefly consists of old stone houses and is so narrow in places that

two carriages cannot pass each other. The old houses are favourite

subjects for artists, and visitors to the exhibitions of the Royal

Academy will remember to have seen many pictures of them.

Swanage now rejoices in a pier, and during the summer steamers run

to Bournemouth several times a day, and less frequently to Wey

mouth and the Isle of Wight.

One finds in this remote corner of Dorset many memorials of

London. In approaching Swanage by steamer almost the first

object to meet the eye is the Clock Tower, originally erected in

T
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honour of the Duke of Wellington on the Surrey side of London

Bridge, and removed to make room for the hideous iron structure

which carries the railway across the street. This tower, without the

clock, has been rebuilt stone by stone and forms a convenient

landmark for vessels to steer by. The front of the Town Hall

contains some handsome stone carving from the old entrance to

Mercers Hall in Cheapside, and in parts of the town one comes

across iron pillars bearing the initials of William the Fourth , and

Photograph by Walter Pouncy , Swanage.

HIGH STREET, SWANAGE.

degraded from their original use of protecting the pathways of

London Bridge to serve as gate posts to fields and gardens.

The Clock Tower stands on Peverel Point, which separates

Swanage and Durlston Bays and is generally believed to have been

the scene of the total destruction of a Danish Fleet of a hundred

and twenty sail in 877. Durlston Bay is not more than a mile

across, and on Durlston Head, on the further side of the bay, is a

solid stone-built castle, put up a few years ago , and at present

used as a restaurant. Just below the castle stands a huge globe ten

feet in diameter, and weighing forty tons , on which the continents

and larger islands are shown in relief, and around it are several slabs
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containing information as to the sizes and distances of the planets,

and other “ statistics of universal interest and instruction , " as the

local guide book says, though their appropriateness to this particular

spot is not evident, and it may be doubted whether the casual visitor

is much the wiser for being told that Jupiter is so many times larger

than the earth, or that Neptune is so many millions of miles distant

from the sun.

Following the coast beyond Durlston Head by a carefully fenced

footpath along the top of the cliff, we soon reach the caves of Tilly

Whim. Here, too, the hand of the instructor has been busy carving

on the face of the rocks verses of the Psalms and passages from the

poets . The caves extend some distance into the cliff, which in this

spot is of Portland stone, and was, it is generally believed,

quarried out during the Roman occupation of Britain . But no stone

has been taken from them for centuries, and their later history is

chiefly connected with smuggling, which during the eighteenth

century and even later flourished in Purbeck . The name of Captain

Gulliver, the hero of Mr. Walmsley's novel Branksome Dene, is not

yet forgotten in this district. In the novel the old smuggler is

represented as dying in the odour of sanctity, but according to local

tradition he was carried off by the Devil in spite of valiant attempts

to keep that exalted personage outside the house, and Gulliver's old

comrades announced their master's death to his friends by the short,

significant statement , " He's got un ."

A little further along the cliff, on a slightly projecting headland

called Anvil Point, is a lighthouse built a few years ago to warn ships

from this dangerous coast, and to direct them in navigating the

Channel. Previously there had been no light between Portland Bill

and the Needles, and the absence of any indication of the coast line

was a serious danger to sailors , and a frequent cause of disaster.

Beyond the lighthouse the cliff may be followed to St. Aldhelm's

Head, a walk of four or five miles past some disused quarries, but

without other signs of the presence of man, not even a cottage being

visible for the greater part of the distance. By way of compensation ,

if compensation is needed for the absence of human beings , there is

a wide expanse of salt water, and at the base of the rugged cliffs the

sea in calm weather dances on numerous ledges of rock, and in a

gale of wind breaks with terrible force, while at certain seasons gulls

and other seafowl abound. St. Aldhelm's Head rises to a height of

441 ſeet above the sea, and is crowned by an ancient Norman chapel

built and dedicated to the Saint by one of our Norman or early
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Plantagenet kings. This interesting little building, which has

recently been preserved from falling into ruin and fitted up for divine

service, is an exact square measuring thirty-two feet externally and

about twenty-seven feet inside. It has only one door and one

window, and the heavy stone roof is supported by arches springing

from a central pier and pilasters attached to the walls . Before the

Reformation the chapel was served by two priests attached to Corfe

Castle, but it now belongs to the parish of Worth Matravers, where

the parish church , with the exception of the early English chancel , is

also a Norman building. Worth churchyard contains a monument

{
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to Benjamin Jesty of Downshay, who is said to have anticipated

Dr. Jenner's discovery of vaccination . Jesty had noticed during an

epidemic of small.pox that persons who tended cows suffering from

cow pox escaped the infection , and, by way of experiment, inoculated

himself and his family with lymph taken directly from the cow, the

operation, for want of a lancet, being performed with a stocking

needle . This experiment was made in 1774 , three years before

Jenner's discovery, and the result was so far successful that Jesty

afterwards inoculated many of his neighbours, and continued his

practice until his death in 1816. It is, however, somewhat strange

that in 1806 , when Lord Henry Petty brought the subject of
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vaccination before the House of Commons, and ascribed the

discovery to Jenner, Mr. Bankes, the member for Corfe Castle, in

supporting Lord Henry's motion for an inquiry into the value of

vaccination , also ignored Jesty's experiments . Lord Henry Petty

knew the county and married a Dorset lady, while Mr. Bankes not

only represented Corfe Castle in Parliament , but owned the place,

and had a house, Studland Manor, close to Worth. The omission

of any reference to these experiments in the speeches of Lord Henry

Petty and Mr. Bankes is the more remarkable considering that in the

previous year Jesty's portrait had been painted by Sharp for the

National Vaccine Institution in Broad Street, Golden Square, at the

request of the physicians, surgeons and apothecaries , as a recognition

of the value of his discovery. But " a prophet is not without honour

save in his own country and his own house ."

The long range of chalk downs seen from Bournemouth Pier lie

to the north of Swanage, but another geological formation , the

Wealden Beds, intervenes between them and the town, and beyond

the downs the strata consist of London clay and Bagshot sands.

These changes within a few miles quite account for the variety of the

fauna, flora and scenery of Purbeck , and, at the risk of appearing to

dabble in a scientific subject, something must be said about the

geology of Purbeck . The whole northern side of the isle is one vast

heath , itself but a portion of the heath land extending from the New

Forest to within a few miles of Dorchester, upon part of which

Bournemouth is built. South of the heath are the chalk downs, not

more than a mile wide through their base ; The Wealden Beds

succeed, and the southern part of the Isle consists of Purbeck and

Portland stone as far as St. Aldhelm's Head, to the west of which is

a still older formation , the Kimmeridge clay. The downs and

southern hills are bare of trees , but the Wealden strata is well

wooded, and firs and oaks flourish on the heath land. So various

are the flowers to be found in Purbeck, that a few years ago in a mild

December three botanists living in different parts of the district

collected 105 different species of wild flowers, exclusive of grasses,

ferns, and kindred orders, and so wide was the distribution of the

specimens that more than 50 of the whole number were found by

each of the collectors. Buttercups, red poppies, dog -violets, wild

mustard, dwarf mallows, herb Robert, wood strawberries, primroses,

purple fox gloves, and corn marigolds were included in the

collection .

Beneath the downs are several old manor houses now occupied by
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farmers, and owing probably to the prevalent agricultural depression

many of the tenants let part of their houses during the summer, and

rarely fail to secure lodgers. To stay for a month in such a house

with cool stone walls and pleasant old fashioned gardens, and to

obtain supplies of fresh vegetables and dairy produce, is a happy

contrast to passing the same period in sea-side lodgings, and is also

more economical. But such a holiday should be taken while the

days are long. A week of wet September weather is a sufficiently

trying ordeal in a strange town ; in a solitary farm - house, three or

four miles from even a village post office, with no other prospect

than sodden fields and dripping trees, it is an aggravation of evils

few are able to bear with philosophic calm. And even in fine

weather long evenings spent in dimly lighted rooms are apt to be

wearisome. Summer, not autumn, is the time for such places, and

on a long summer day visitors need never be dull . There is

generally a brisk air on the top of the downs, though it may be warm

work to get up so far ; but once there it is possible to walk for miles

on the short grass, and the views seaward and landward fully repay

the labour of the climb. The Isle of Wight , the long sweep of

Christchurch Bay, Bournemouth, and Poole Harbour with all the

winding intricacies of its shores are visible from the downs between

Swanage and Corfe Castle. Inland the view includes part of the

New Forest, and much of East and Central Dorset, while in the

immediate foreground the dark heath and the still darker fir

plantations form a not unsuitable frame to the wide spreading

landscape.

Ballard Down, that part of the chalk range which forms the

northern side of Swanage Bay, ends in abrupt white cliffs, and Old

Harry and his Children , curious pillars of chalk standing out of the

sea, lie off Handfast Point, or the Foreland, the extreme point of the

Down. Until the storm of December 1896 , one of these pillars was

known as Old Harry's Wife, but the wind and sea swept her away,

and Old Harry is a forlorn widower. Off the Point on stormy nights

may be heard, so the country people say, the ringing of a peal of

bells intended for Poole church , but sunk with the ship which

carried them , as a punishment of the profane sailors who made

impious jests over their sacred cargo . The critical spirit of the

nineteenth century will no doubt reject this sad story, but Old Harry

has witnessed many shipwrecks, and few winters pass without some

disaster in his neighbourhood. The white cliffs of Swanage Bay

continue round the Foreland for some distance along Studland Bay,
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a well known anchorage for yachts, and are succeeded by sandstone

cliffs in some places, notably at Red End Point, of brilliant colour.

In certain parts of the Bay the sand, when pressed by the foot or

agitated by wind , omits weak but distinct musical notes. This

somewhat rare phenomenon is due to the uniform size of the quartz

and other grains, to their rotundity, and freedom from fine fragments

and earthy matter.

The pretty village of Studland is so hidden by trees as to be

scarcely visible from the sea . The lanes here remind one of

Devonshire , and in spring time are flecked with pale primroses, while

in autumn they yield an abundant harvest of blackberries. The

church , dedicated to St. Nicholas, the patron saint of sailors , a position

he seems to have usurped from St. Peter and others of the apostles,

is an interesting Norman building in which but few structural changes

have been made since it was erected more than 700 years ago .

Studland is a large parish , and includes within its boundaries

Branksea and other Islands in Poole Harbour, but the greater part

of the parish is heathland, and the inhabitants are few .

somewhat inaccessible hillock in the heath about a mile from the

village is a curious stone, not unlike the well known Toad Rock

at Tunbridge Wells, and bearing the irreconcilable names

of the Agglestone (holystone) and the Devil's Night Cap.

According to the popular account of the origin of the stone, the

Devil , walking one day in the Isle of Wight , observed men at work

building Corfe Castle, possibly at the time St. Aldhelm was beginning

his little church there, though this is mere conjecture. But whatever

the proposed use of the building, the Devil disapproved, and to put

a stop to its progress took up a large stone and threw it at the

builders. The direction was good, but the thrower miscalculated the

distance , or did not exert sufficient force, so the stone fell upon

Studland Heath, some five or six miles short of the mark. Learned

antiquarians could not, of course , accept this legend , assigned the

erection of the stone to the Druids, and discovered two or three

hollows on the top of the stone which clearly demonstrated that it

was built and used as a sacrificial altar. But geologists have dealt as

cruelly with the antiquarians as the antiquarians had dealt with the

common account of the origin of the Agglestone, which after all is

nothing more than an isolated weathered remnant of Lower Bagshot

sands, and , like some of the rocks at Tunbridge Wells, remains in

consequence of having been hardened by natural ferruginous

cement.
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Three roads lead from Swanage to Corfe Castle. The oldest and

longest takes the traveller through Langton Matravers and Kingston ;

the middle road avoids the hills, and keeps to the valley of the little

brook that falls into the sea at Swanage ; and the third and

most pleasant leads past the pretty hamlet of Ulwell , through

a gap between Ballard and Godlingston Downs, and close by

Rempstone Manor House, the seat of the Calcrafts, who formerly

divided with the Erle-Drax family the honour of representing the

little borough of Wareham in Parliament. For good walkers there

is a track up to Godlingston Hill and along the top of the Downs,

and as Godlingston Down attains the height of six hundred and fifty

feet, it affords a more extensive view than any other hill in the

district , and in favourable weather the Monument to Nelson's friend

and Captain , Sir Thomas Hardy, on Blagdon Hill , twenty - five miles

away, can be clearly seen . Taking this route past several British

barrows, from which Nine Barrow Down has derived its name, the

traveller comes suddenly upon the opening in the range of hills

(which gave to Corſe its old descriptive title “ Corfe Gate ” ), and

sees the little town and the ruins of the Castle lying almost at his

feet. Corfe was enfranchised by Queen Elizabeth, and returned two

members to Parliament until the first Reform Bill became law in

1832 , but as the place was not affected by the Municipal Corporation

Act of 1835 , the succession of Mayors and Barons was continued

until a recent Act of Parliament extinguished the powers and juris

diction they had exercised for three hundred years .

Like most mediæval castles, Corfe has been a dwelling place , a

prison and a fortress, and though its position between two high hills

would be indefensible against modern artillery , it was in earlier times

of considerable importance, commanding, as it did , the only prac

ticable pass into Purbeck . St. Aldhelm, one of the worthies of the

seventh and eighth centuries, a man “ most learned all round , a

wonder of erudition in liberal as well as in sacred literature , '

was Abbot of Malmesbury, and consecrated first Bishop of Sherborne

in 705 , built , we are told by the chroniclers , churches at Frome,

Bradford and “ near Wareham .” His “ little church ” at Bradford

is still standing, and there is good reason for supposing that a

herring-bone wall to be seen in the second ward of Corfe Castle was

part of the Church he built near Wareham. According to a writer

of the twelfth century, Aldhelm's church, though roofless, was then

1 * who

* Bede.
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in existence, but the absence of a roof does not seem to have been

so inconvenient as we might suppose, for, strange to say, in the

rainiest weather not a drop fell within the enclosure . We need not

accept the tradition , but if the wall can be connected with Aldhelm's

church, buildings for sacred or profane uses have existed on this site

for nearly a thousand years. Almost three centuries after Aldhelm's

day Corfe, which at that time belonged to the Abbot of Shaftesbury,

was the scene of the murder of King Edward II . , the son of Edgar

and the great grandson of Alfred . The King, who was afterwards

canonised, and known as St. Edward the Martyr, had been hunting

in the neighbourhood and rode towards the end of the day up to

the Castle, where his step -mother, Elfrida, was living. As he was

drinking a stirrup cup at the gate he was treacherously stabbed ,

according to some accounts by Elfrida herself, in order that the

crown might fall to her own son Ethelred . The King set spur to his

horse but soon died of his wounds, and his body was found the next

day either on the heath, or at the spot where Corfe church, which

was afterwards dedicated to him, now stands. Elfrida hid the body

for a time ; it was recovered by Edward's friends and buried at

Wareham , whence it was at a later period removed to the Abbey at

Shaftesbury. The scene of the murder is generally laid at the gate

of the second ward of the Castle , then perhaps the outer gate , and

the eye of faith can still distinguish on the pavement the indelible

spots of the royal martyr's blood. His death took place on the 18th

March, 978 , and that date is a black letter saint's day in the calendar

of the Book of Common Prayer.

It is somewhat uncertain whether the Castle was anything more

than a dwelling place in Anglo-Saxon times , but during the reigns of

the Norman and Plantagenet Kings of England it was strongly

fortified, and was so often used as a State Prison that few English

Castles, except the Tower of London, can show a longer list of

illustrious prisoners. Robert Curthose , Duke of Normandy, was

confined here for some time after his defeat at Tinchebrai in 1106 ,

and before his long and final imprisonment at Cardiff. In 1198,

Griffin , Prince of Wales, was a prisoner of Corfe. Four years later

Princess Alinor, or Eleanor, daughter of Geoffrey Duke of Brittany,

and after her brother Arthur's death the rightful occupant of the

throne, was brought here with twenty -four of the two hundred

knights captured by King John at Mirabeau, and twenty-two of these

unfortunate men were starved to death in the dungeons. Two

Scotch princesses, Margery and Isabel, daughters of William the
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" *

Lyon, were companions of the Damsel of Brittany during her

imprisonment, but they were soon released, and married English

noblemen, while she was kept here, or at Gloucester, for the rest of

her life, the unhappy victim of the jealousy of her uncle and

cousin, John and Henry III . The former would probably have had

little hesitation in making away with her, had he not feared the wrath

of his peers, already highly incensed at her brother Arthur's death.

Indeed he became so solicitous about her health, that when she was.

ill at Corfe Castle, he sent a physician, John de Beauchamp, all the

way from London to see her, and Beauchamp travelled so fast that

he rode his horse to death. It was probably by his advice that the

Princess was removed to Gloucester. Another contemporary

prisoner was Peter of Wakefield, commonly known as Peter of

Pomfret, whom Philip of Faulconbridge found

“ With many hundreds treading on his heels,

To whom he sung, in rude, harsh sounding rhymes,

That ere the next Ascension-day at noon

Your highness should deliver up your crown.

Peter's prophecy was literally fulfilled when the King surrendered

his crown to the Papal legate, but the prophet did not escape John's

vengeance ; he and his sons were hanged in the Castle after having

been dragged through the streets of the little town . A hundred

and ten years later John's great grandson , Edward II . , was imprisoned

a short time at Corfe previous to his removal to Berkeley, and his

murder there in 1327 ; so that by a remarkable coincidence the

tragedies of both the second Edwards have been connected with the

Castle.

For more than five hundred years of its history Corfe Castle

belonged to the Crown. During the civil war, in the reign of

Stephen, it was strengthened by Robert Earl of Gloucester, who held

it for his half sister the Empress Maud, but it was taken by the King

and afterwards recovered by the friends of the Empress. It was

one of the strong places Simon Montfort, Earl of Leicester, required

Henry III . to surrender as a guarantee of the observance of the

Charter, and after the Earl's defeat at Evesham it again came into

the possession of the Crown . Constables were occasionally appointed ,

and Richard Duke of Gloucester, afterwards Richard III . , held the

office during part of the reign of his brother Edward IV. The Castle

was subsequently granted to several noblemen in succession , and

* King John, Act IV. scene 2.
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was finally sold by Queen Elizabeth for £4,761 to Christopher

Hatton , who became her Chancellor. On his death it passed to his

nephew, Sir William (Newport) Hatton, who settled it upon his wife ,

Lady Elizabeth Cecil, daughter of Thomas Earl of Exeter. After

Sir William's death his widow became the wife of Chief Justice Coke,

and in 1635 he sold the property to Sir John Bankes, then Attorney

General, and later Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, who by

virtue of his purchase became Lord Lieutenant and Lord High

Admiral of Purbeck, offices still nominally held by his descendant

the present owner.

Photograph by Walter Pouncy, Swanage.

CORFE CASTLE .

The Bankes family did not long enjoy peaceable possession of the

Castle. When the Civil War broke out the Parliamentary party

were not willing to allow so strong a place to remain in the hands of

such devoted Royalists as Sir John Bankes and his wife . In June,

1643, Sir Walter Erle, the head of an old Dorset family, and the

leader of the Parliamentarians in the County, summoned the Castle

to surrender. Sir John Bankes was absent, but his brave wife

gallantly defended his home, and after a fruitless siege of six weeks

Sir Walter withdrew his forces. But when almost every other place

between London and Exeter had fallen into the hands of the

Parliamentary party, a second attempt was made upon Corfe Castle.
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Sir Ashley Cooper was ordered by the Committee of the Association

of the Western Counties to blockade the place, and though the

blockade was raised , the Castle was surrendered on February 27th,

1645-6 . When the news reached London the House of Commons

ordered its destruction , and the Castle was dismantled and then

blown up with gunpowder. The engineers, however , found their

task very difficult, and the existing ruins attest the strength and

quality of the masonry.

Sir John Bankes died at Oxford before the destruction of his

home, and his brave widow did not live to see the Restoration of

the Royal Family . But when the King came into his own again

their son , Sir Ralph Bankes, had the ruins surveyed with a view to

their reconstruction . It was impossible, however, to repair Corfe

Castle, and a new house was built for the family on another of their

estates near Wimborne Minster. Sir Ralph endeavoured to recover

some of the furniture and other property taken from the Castle at

the time of its destruction , but his efforts were not successful.

Lady Bankes, who was a good housewife, had made out lists of her

household effects, and these lists , which are still extant, include seven

or eight sets of tapestry hangings ; four Turkey carpets with a white

ground, two of them very long, and eight other Turkey and Persian

carpets ; several trunks of linen, diaper and damask ; a very large

ebony cabinet, a large suite of crimson velvet chairs, and above

twenty good feather beds, bolsters and pillows, so the place must

have been well furnished . Sir Ralph in writing to Sir Walter Erle,

who had directed the first siege, to enquire for some timber, which

had been carried off, told him somewhat ironically that “ the

Scriptures which you profess, and we all ought to make the rule of

our actions, cannot justify you in such proceedings , nor can you

bring any text from them which allows you to build with my timber. ”

Sir Walter admitted that some timber had been brought to repair his

own ruined house at Charborough, but he knew nothing about it at

the time, and was now quite willing to make some arrangement,

though, as he pointed out to Sir Ralph, the Act of Indemnity relieved

him of all liability. Sir Ralph applied to another neighbour,

Colonel John Bingham , who had received the surrender of the Castle ,

and was alleged to have taken some of the furniture. Colonel

Bingham admitted the possession of one chair, a little linen, and one

bed, the feathers of which had , however, been stolen by a dishonest

servant girl during his absence. He undertook to send these

articles to Blandford, whence Sir Ralph could fetch them ; and

so far as appears they were all that were recovered .
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From the ruins of Corfe Castle, which cover more than three

acres, the great heath extends northward almost to Wareham, and is

scored by numerous pits, worked it is believed ever since the Roman

occupation of Britain , and now supplying thousands of tons of clay

to the Staffordshire Potteries. In the other direction is the little

town of Corfe, with its fine church, and beyond the town, on the

summit of Kingston Hill, are the towers and two churches of Kingston .

Lord Chancellor Eldon is buried in the older church , and the newer,

built by Street for the present Earl , at an enormous expense, is

perhaps the finest work of the architect. Encombe, the seat of the

family, in a delightful valley sloping down to the sea and known as

the Golden Bowl, is not far off. Here Lord Eldon erected a monu

ment to his elder brother, Lord Stowell. The Chancellor is still

remembered by a few of the old Purbeck folk, who have many

stories to tell of him . At Encombe he liked to wander about

with a gun across his shoulder, and was often so ill dressed as to

scandalise his neighbours , who thought that a lord should always

appear respectably clad . During one of these walks he lighted on

a poacher in the very act of taking a rabbit from a snare, and enquired

“ What are you doing there ? ” The poacher did not answer, and

Lord Eldon impatiently demanded, “ Why don't you speak ? Do

you know who I am ? ” The man carefully scrutinised his interro

gator and then said, “ I suppose you be Old Bag's keeper. ” “ No, "

thundered his Lordship, forgetting himself for the moment, “ I'm

Old Bags himself.”

J. A. J. HOUSDEN.

66

“ La femme doit suivre son mari partout ou il ira.”

Oh ! Monsieur le maire , le mien est facteur rural !”

From Drolatique Illustre, French Calendar .
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The Post Office in 1677.

( Continued from page 177.)

[The following pages contain the last sections of “ The Booke of

Postage.” The “ Remarques in Generall ” are followed by a list of
the Postmasters on the several “ Roads " with their salaries . Then

comes an abridgement of the Post Office Act of 1660. As Charles I.

was beheaded in 1649 the year 1660 is known in the Statute law as

the 12th of Charles II . The Act of 1660 followed very closely an

Act of Parliament of the Commonwealth passed in 1657. Then we

have an abridgement of an Act passed in 1663 (15 Car. 2 ) settling

the Revenues of the Post Office on James, Duke of York . Under

him the Office was farmed until 1677 , when he assumed direct

control and made Colonel Roger Whitley , the probable author of this

account of the Post Office, his Deputy Postmaster General.]

REMARQUES IN GENERALL

Expedition and Security being the very principall that already has

and may still improve this Revenue , it brings a conclusion noe lesse

absolute that by what means soever there shall happen a defect in

either, it must certainely cause a losse to it .

And that such things have stolen upon us whether by inadvertency

or down Right mistake the following particulars will more than

seeme to prove.

It was heretofore a practice That the night busienes conclude

after such manner to bringers in of Letters, That the office Gates

were shutt precisely att 12 a Clock, And that all people were denyed

entrance after that time.
This caused a great regularity in that

particular, it kept the Clarkes in Constant Worke, and Caused to the

Mailes an Orderly dispatch.

To which punctuallity wee have of late much fail'd, and besides

the great number of Letters brought by our Appointed Receivers

doe suffer an infinite number of little offices abroad , and people

Receiving Letters in the Streete after our owne Servants are come

away, all which bringing a Glutt of Letters doe much hinder our
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Dispatches and such people being under noe Govemt. doe often

destroy and deface Letters , to the Losse and Scandall of the office.

This is plainly against Expedition and Security.

The Kings Letters come many times over late which doe also hinder

us .

The Postmaster's upon the Road are negligent and unpunisht.

That's a great hinderance, and to ' example the prejudice Let

Salisbury be one place and Proofe.

The Letters that we send thither Tuesday nights (were heretofore

and) ought to bee there Wednesday about 5 or 6 in the Evening by

which means the people there had time enough to send their

Retornes by the Grand Maile comeing from the West through that

place about 9 or 10 the next morning, but their Letters being now

not with them in such due time as to keepe turns with Our Common

Conveyance, The Stage Coaches goeing for London Friday

morning and wee having noe other Post to Convey before the next

Monday, how can it choose but bee true that wee loose the Answer's

to that Ordinary, in the very same manner doe wee suffer in other

places of like distance and conveniency to send by Coaches.

If it be objected that the increase of busienesse in the office and

the much greater sum of Letters doe thus hinder us , then nothing

can be more convenient than to hasten the bringing in of Letters,

and to Shorten the time from 12 to 11 a Clock , nor can it be thought

that by suffering soe many Little Offices abroad we incourage any

body to write, or that they are more fitt for it att later houres.

Wee finde also a great mischeife and disorder in allowing to the

Kent Road 3 houres beyond their severall Dispatches which from

Dover was constantly at 3 in the Afternoone, now at Six (under

pretence of staying for Shipp Letters or the Forrain Mailes) This

pacquett being generally of itselfe not more than 40 or 50 Shillings

in vallue, hinders the goeing abroad of all other our Letters, and the

delivering them before Exchange time, The not doeing whereof is

most apparently prejudiciall and Scandalous.

In the whole it may be concluded that as the Revenue is said to

encrease cheifely in active time (as at present) It will as certainely

improve upon the increase of mankinde and by severall speculations

which may have their time to advantage the same, Granting this

to be of absolute necessitie that the Mannager thereof doe con

stantly assist the same with both Judgment and Resolution.
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WEST ROAD.

Stages. Postmasters . Sallaries.

S.£

190
Plymouth

Launceston

Ashburton

Totnesse

Dartmouth

Exon

Honniton

Tiverton

Taunton

Crookhorn

Yeovell

Bridgwater

Sherbourne

Wells

Shaston

Blandford

Dorchester

Salisbury

Andover

Basing Stoke
Hartford Bridge

Isle of Wight

Southampton

Portsmouth

Winchester

Alton

Petersfeild

Stanes

Charing Crosse

72

IO

16

IOO

28

I 2

30

30

Mr. Blackburne

Mr. Drew

Mr. Warkman

Mr. Gaylard

Mr. Peters

Mr. Bale

Mr. Hall

Mr. Clarke

Mr. Smith

Mr. Greeneway

Mr. Mynes

Mr. Hooper

Mr. Hoddinot

Mr. Fettiplace

Mr. Francklyn

Mr. Forrest

Mr. Coven

Mrs. Bedbury

Mr. Westcomb

Mr. Watts

Mr. Watts

Mr. Reade

Mr. Thomas

Mr. Mowat

Mr. Beale

Mr. Hawkins

Mr. Jaques

Mrs. Downes

Mr. Markham

15

35

20

40

16

4 gazetts weekly

30

34

25

30

50

20

25

20

40

30

25

30

Sallaries to this Road-£973 00 00
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BRISTOLL ROAD.

Stages. Postmasters. Sallaries .

S. d .£

50

20

35

3

35

34

30

30

40

Bristoll

Bath

Chippenham
Froom

Warminster

Trowbridge

Devizes

Marlebrough

Newberry
Reading 1

Maidenhead

Winsor

Penbrooke

Carmarthen

Llandovery

Brecknock

Monmouth

Hay

Hereford

Cardiffe

Uske

Glocester

Cirencester

Burford

Farringdon

Oxford

Abbington

Nettlebed

Hounslow

Mr. Cole

Mr. Burford

Mr. Stephens

Mr. Compton

Mr. Pearce

Mr. Gray

Mr. Jefferies

Mr. Sadler

Mr. Drew

Mr. Payn

Mr. Bennet

Mr. Davis

Mr. Coursey

Mr. Vaughan

Mr. Jenkins

Mr. Awbrey

Mr. Ballard

Mr. Wellington

Mr. Andrewes

Mr. Davis

Mr. Richmond

Mr. Webley

Mr. Powell

Mr. Mathewes

Mr. Bradly

Mr. Brookes

Mr. Carter

Mr. Holding

Mr. Lock

20

25

IO

35

14

36

38

26

50

50

14

30

35

34

28

26

Sallaries to this Road-£758 00 00

U
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CHESTER ROAD.

Stages.
Postmasters . Sallaries.

S , d .£

20

40

22

26

30

50

30

70

14

16

2 I2

Holy -Head

Beaumaris

Conway

Denbigh

Northop

Chester

Wrexham

Namptwich

Stone

Warrington

Ormskirke

Preston

Manchester

Knotsford

Stafford

Lichfeild

Coishill

Birmingham

Coventry

Daventry

Torcister

Northampton

Wellingburgh

Harburgh

Leicester

Loughburgh

Darby

Brickhill

Dunstable

St. Albans

Barnett

Barbican

Mr. Owen

Mr. Evans

Mr. Lloyd

Mr. Ellis

Mr. Watts

Mr. Baker

Mr. Lewis

Mr. Stringer

Mr. Barber

Mr. Boydell

Mr. Ambrose

Mr. Werden

Mr. Eccles

Mr. Aldcroft

Mr. Felton

Mr. Rathbone

Mr. Holdith

Mr. Crank

Mr. Lax

Mr. Shugbrough

Mr. Whiteyear

Mr. Ives

Mr. Holked

Mrs. Lamb

Mr. Pares

Mr. Bunnis

Mr. Francies

Mr. Dowberry

Mr. Foxon

Mr. Eccleston

Mr. Gregory

Mr. Ascough

30

20

140

45

24

43

20

& By Letters

& į of all Upward

of all Up.

1
3

20

0

20

40

20

17

20

20

45

I
I
I
I
I

Sallaries to this Road-£969 05 04
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NORTH ROAD.

Stages
Postmasters Sallaries

S. d .£

30

24

26

26

50

20

24

38

20

20

26

8

24

50

Mr. Rodham

Mr. Carre

Mr. Barton

Mr. Pye

Mr. Dikes

Mr. Hubbock

Mr. Finly

Mr. Redmain

Mr. Tayler

Mr. Willison

Mr. Peat

Mr. Kelley

Mr. Thwaite

Mr. Loup

Mr. Rigden

Mr. Wade

Mr. Heyford

Mr. Marshall

Mrs. Hunt

Mr. Mawson

Mr. Johnson

Mr. Hawden

Mr. Pettie

Mr. Baldock

Mr. Greene

Mr. Burnett

Mr. Beeston

Mr. Ireland

Mr. Wimberley

Mr. Louth

Mr. Rowse

Mr. Tinkerton

Mrs. Downham

Mr. Tarrant

Mr. Smith

Mr. Lowen

Mr. Rafts

Mr. Johnson

Mr. Hoome

Mr. Seaton

Mr. Deane

Mr. Meine

19

14

60

20

18

22

25

Berwick

Belford

Alnwick

Morpeth

Newcastle

Durham

Darlington

Northallerton

Carlisle

Penrith

Brough

Richmond

Greatabriggs

Borrowbriggs
York

Whitby

Ferribrigge

Tadcaster

Doncaster

Hull : Mr. V

Bawtry

Tuxford

Gainsburgh

Newark

Nottingham

Lincolne

Boston

Grantham

Wittam

Stamford

Stilton

Peterburgh

Huntington

Caxton

Royston

Waltham

Ware

Leeds

Cockburnspeth

Hoddington

Eddinburgh

Eddinburgh Office

18

16

20

21

8

18

28

22

20

23

40

50

35

IOO

Sallaries to this Road £1013 00 00 .
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YARMOUTH ROAD.

Stages . Postmasters . Sallaries .

S. d.£

30

30

30

80

30

46

6

25

Yarmouth

Beccles

Saxmundam

Ipswich

Harwich

Colchester

Wittam

Chelmesford

Ingerstone

Romford

Norwich

Thetford

Lynn

Wisbich

Bury

Newmarkett

Cambridge

Ely

Sudbury

Maldon

Malden

White Chapple

Mr. Cursey

Mr. Aylward

Mr. Payne

Mr. Watkins

Mr. Carre

Mr. Hollister

Mr. Levett

Mr. Harmond

Mr. Mountford

Mr. Spicer

Mr. Lulman

Mr. Osbourne

Mr. Emm's

Mr. Bond

Mr. Headach

Mr. Southerton

Mr. Skerring

Mr. Weston

Mr. Deering

Mr. Browne

Mr. Powell

Mr. Hearle

130

35

60

30

26

30

24

IO

30

40

Sallaries to this Road-£702 00
00

KENT ROAD.

Stages Postmasters Sallaries

S. d.£

30

75

23

50

Mr. Rowse

Mr. Lodge

Mr. Wilde

Mr. Masterson

Mr. Varham

Mr. Gascoigne

Mr. Badcock

Mr. Bevis

Mr. Maplesden

Mr. Lott

£

payes 30 p. ann .

IO

} to and fro

£

payes 5 a yeare

15

Mr. Price

Mr. Glover

Mr. Welsh

Mr. Stephens

Mr. Needler

Mr. Carter

Mr. Hockham

Mr. Tayer

Mr. Whitly

1
.
1

A party acco .

40

Sallaries to this Road £259 00

Dover

Deale

Sandwich & Thanet

Canterbury

Feversham

Sittingburne

Queēbrugh
Rochester

Maidstone

Ashford

Gravesend

Dartford

Rye

Hastings
Stonecrouch

Tunbridge

Seavenoak

Chichester

Southwark

00.
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973
00 00

758 00 00

The West

The Bristoll

The Chester ...

The North

The Yarmouth

The Kent

:
:

:
:

969 05 04

1013 00 00

702 00 00

259 00 00...

The Totall of Sallaries to Postmasters £ 4674 05 04

AN ABRIDGEMENT OF THE ACT CONSTITUTING

THE POST OFFICE. STAT. 12 CAR 2 .

I A Generall Letter Office to be setled in London from whence:

Letters may be sent with Speede into any part of England, Scotland

and Ireland or any part beyond the Seas, and all Retornes and

Answers Received, And a master of the said office to bee appointed

by the King, which said Postmaster or his Deputies or Agents, and

noe other may receive, take or carry by Post or Speed any Letters

or Pacquetts from England, Scotland or Ireland or any Countries

beyond the Seas where hee shall settle Running Messengers for that

purpose, Except such Letters as shall bee sent by Coaches, Com

mon Knowne Carriers of Goods by Carts , Waggons or Pack Horses

and along with them Respectively, And except Letters of Merchants

and Masters , which shall bee sent by any Masters of Shipps, Bark's

or other Vessells of Merchandize or persons imploied by them for

Carriage of such Letters , And except Letters to bee Carried by

any private Friends in their Wayes of Journy or Travell or by

Messengers sent on purpose for private busienes or Persons ; And

except Persons who carry Commissions or Retornes thereof,

Affidavitts, Writts , Processe or Proceedings, or Retornes thereof

Issueing out of any Court.

2 The said Postmaster Generall and his substitutes, and noe

other persons may provide Horses and Furniture to Lett to Hire, to

post in England , Scotland and Ireland.

3 All Merchants Accompts not above a Sheete, Bills of Exchange,

Invoices, Bills of Lading, shall be allowed without Rate in the price

of the Letters, And also the covers of the Letters not exceeding a

Quarter of a Sheete of paper to or from any places beyond the Seas.

4 All Letters and pacquetts brought by Shipps or Passengers

therein to any his Majesties Post Townes other then as before
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excepted which may be sent by Comon Carriers or Freinds, shall

be forth with delivered 10 the Postmasters appointed for such Post

Townes to bee sent to the Generall Post Office and thence Delivered

or directed.

5 None other than the said Postmaster Generall may Lett or

Imploy any Horses or foote Posts , Coach Posts or Boats for carrying

such Letters or Packetts other than before excepted on paine of 5

pounds for every day and 100 pounds for every Weekes continuance

thereof.

6 Provided if any Postmaster cannot furnish any Person rideing

Post with sufficient Horses within halfe an hour after demand then

such persons are att Libertie to provide themselves of Post Horses

where they can .

7 If any Postmaster shall fayle to provide sufficient Horses upon

Demand as aforesaid, The Postmaster Generall for every default

shall forfeite 5 pounds.

8 Nothing shall prohibitt carrying Letters or Packetts from any

Towne or Place to the next respective Post Road or Stage appointed

for that purpose .

9 Noe Letters or packetts shall be carryed out of England in any

Forrain Shipp or Vessell , upon £100 penalty to the Postmaster

Generall.

10 Noe person is capeable of haveing useing or Receiving the

office of Postmaster Generall, or any other Imployment relateing to

the said office, unlesse he first take the oath's of Allegiance and

Supremacy before some Two Justices of the peace of the respective

Counties where he resides .

11 Postmasters to continue constant posts , out of the Post Roads

as used 3 years last past att the same Rates as aforesaid on paine of

5 pound for every default.

12 The Postmaster Generall to observe such Orders and

Directions for settlement of Convenient Posts and Stages as the

King shall make, And his majesty may Grant the said office for

Life or yeares not exceeding 21 yeares with the Fees and Proffits

thereof, Under such Rents as he shall thinke fitt.

13 Noe Horses bee taken or used for the service mentioned in

this Act without the consent of the Owner.

14 All Inland Letters sent by any Packett Post by this Act shall

pay the Rates and prices for the same at such Stage where they are

last deliverei only the Party that delivers the Letters desireth to

pay elsewhere. All Letters and other things may be sent or



THE POST OFFICE IN 1677 . 297

conveyed to or from the Two Universities in manner as hath been

heretofore used.

STAT. 15 CAR. 2 .

1 All the yearly Rents, Sum or Sum's of money, Revennues

Issues and Proffitts whatsoever, That shall grow due, accrue or bee

payable unto his majestie, his heires or Successors for or by reason

of the said Generall Letter Office are vested and settled by virtue of

this Act upon his Royall Highnes James Duke Yorke and the

heires males of his Body, begotten or to be begotten, his or their

Receivers Generall, to Receive all the said Rents, Issues and

Proffitts accrueing by the said Office, and from time to time to give

discharges for the money soe received.

2 Provided that none ofthe said Yeareley Rents, Issues and Proffitts

accrueing by the said Generall Letter Office, or Office of Postmaster

Generall shall for and during the said State in Tail , be paid into the

Exchequer, But only to the said Duke, and to his heires males, his

or their Receiver Generall for the time being, and also that the

Duke and his heires males may sue for the same in the name of his

majestie his heires or Successors, or in his or their owne name.

3 Reserved to his majestie his heires and Successors during the

said Estate Taile out of the Proffitts of this Office £5382 . 10 . 00

to bee paid by warrant under his majestys Privy Seale.

4 The kings majesty his heires and successors to have the

nomination of the Postmaster Generall , to grant the Power and

Authority thereunto belonging either for Life, or Terme of yeares

not exceeding One and Twenty, The yearely Rent or Issue to be

reserved and payable to the said Duke, and to his heires males,

begotten or to be begotten, and also under such Covenants, Con

ditions and Agreements as the said Duke or his heires males shall

thinke fitting.

5 That it shall and may bee lawfull for the said Duke and his

heires males to settle any part of the said premisses not exceeding a

third part of the cleare yearely vallue over and above all the charges

and Reprises for a Jointure for his or their wife or wives , and also to

Lease any other part of the premisses for years not exceeding

Twenty one , and not exceeding one third part of the cleare yearely

vallue in order to Raise portions for his or their younger children.
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MEMORAND CONCERNING BY LETTERS OMITTED

IN THE FIRST PAGE.

Letters under that name are such which are taken up
and

delivered in the country stages neaver reaching London , which

Letters haveing heretofore noe check upon them were wholy

swallowed up by the Postmasters or Servants and although wee

have found out a method Discribed in the first page in some

measure to prevent that fraud, and to draw into the office 2 or £300

per Annum, Yet it seemes not perfectly effectuall to oppose their

Confedracy especially in places where there is a great intercourse of

Letters, and noe Stage betweene. For this consideration and many

more of Consequence It would bee a good worke done, To send a

fitt person through all the Roads, to ride with the mails from end to

end examineing the furniture of the severall Postmasters and

conveinencys for his office, to observe the Generall Rideing through

the Stages, and what expedition they are capeable of performing,

and chiefly what number of (By) Letters are Received in every

Stage both goeing and Retorning. This would give the best Light

into that Mistery and direction how to Governe it .
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Local Post Ofice History.

1.-INVERNESS.

UITE recently a little work by one of my predecessors

in the Postmastership of Inverness, the late Penrose

Hay, was brought under my notice, and I venture to

hope that some extracts from this brochure, which was

published in 1885 for private circulation only, may prove of interest

to the readers of St. Martin's - le -Grand.

In Mr. Hay's pamphlet there is a picture showing the Inverness

Post Office of 1820, which is reproduced in this number, together

2

ini

OLD POST OFFICE, INVERNESS.

with a representation of the present building, which is well- fitted for

the conduct of the postal business of “ The capital of the High

lands.” Would I could say the same of the ramshackle shed in

which the Parcel Post work is carried on at the railway station ;

but that barn is now being enlarged as far as the limited space

available will allow.

Mr. Hay commences his “ Address to the Staff ” with a reference
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to the Egyptian Post Office as it existed under the Pharaohs ; but I

think it will be sufficient for me to begin my extracts circa 1669 ,

when it would appear that the Privy Council established a weekly

foot post from Edinburgh to Inverness and back wind and weather

serving. This leaves somewhat to the imagination, for, even with

wind and weather serving, it is difficult to conceive how the weekly

foot post messenger managed to traverse the intervening 200 miles

or so, and presumably cover the return journey in time to repeat

this hebdomadal performance. But perhaps Mr. Hay was having a

quiet joke or two with his staff, for he goes on to say that in later

years the foot post was to some extent superseded , on account of

increase of traffic he presumes, and a public announcement was

made in Edinburgh that “ A waggon would leave the Grassmarke

for Inverness every Tuesday, God willing, but on Wednesday

whether or no. " There is no mention of a return journey.

About 1810 the weekly foot post and the waggon seem to have

been replaced by a four-in -hand coach which, down to 1850, was in

charge of a mail guard who carried a loaded blunderbuss and

pistols . These lethal weapons do not appear to have been made

use of except on two occasions when « dogs would be troublesome ,

the result being satisfactory." The time occupied for the trans

mission of a letter between Inverness and London was six days

even after the establishment of the mail coach .

Coming now to 1820, the Inverness Postal Establishment, as in

prior years, consisted of the Postmaster and one Postman. The

latter had no uniform , and was in receipt of six shillings per week of

wages, but this was to some extent supplemented by a halfpenny

which he received on each letter for the country, consisting of Petty,

Strathnairn , Strathdearn, and the other local districts ; while he also

delivered to callers in his bedroom by asking them , without getting

out of bed, to help themselves. Mr. Hay distinctly recollects that

in 1829 the Postmaster, with his family and guests , went away for a

twelve hours' holiday, leaving the whole department in charge of

the one old letter carrier who discharged the duties of the day most

satisfactorily.

The dimensions of the Post Office of 1820 were 13 ft. 9 inches by

7 ft. 9 inches, or 1093 square feet ; but, making allowances for

fixtures, the whole area was 63 feet, and this continued until 1841 .

The area of the Post Office as it existed in 1884 was 3,960 feet .

The area of the present office is 15,300 feet.

As showing the extraordinary growth of the postal service, it is
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interesting to contrast some of Mr. Hay's figures for 1884 with those

for last year .

Letters &c. delivered and posted in Inverness in 1884 36,185

1897 96,433

Staff in head office in 1884, 63. In 1897 , 100.

Including sub - offices in 1884, 200. In 1897 , 300 .

Whereas there was one receiving office in 1884 and 13 letter

boxes, there are now 5 town sub -offices and 26 letter boxes.

POSTAL ORDERS.

Issued

Paid

1884

11,435

11,816

1897

42,865

49,938

Total
23,251 92,803

Quite recently 600 Postal Orders , value nearly £200, were

cashed at the head office on one day.

Against 1,987 Savings Bank transactions in 1884, there were

3,899 last year.

TELEGRAMS.

1884 329,876 1897 602,310

August the 23rd of last year was a record day for telegrams at

Inverness, viz. , 3.516 . The increase for the year on the previous

year was 25,000 .

PARCELS .

The goodly number of 334,880 parcels was dealt with in the

depôt in 1884, but in 1897 the grand total had risen to 1,170,260.

Whereas the work was all done in the depôt in 1884 , a great portion

of it is now diverged into the Highland Parcel Sorting Carriage.

This and the Highland Sorting Tender which runs between Perth

and Helmsdale are under my control .

One of the features of the Inverness office is the Sunday delivery

to callers. I will quote a whole page of Mr. Hay's work as it bears

on the subject of Sunday labours desecration of the Sabbath , & c .

“ Lord Ashley, now Earl Shaftesbury, on 30th May, 1850,

carried a motion asking the Crown to grant total cessation of

Sunday labour in Great Britain, the vote being 93 to 68 , and on

10th June intimation was given that the resolution had been
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complied with , which was accordingly carried out on the 23rd of

that month.

“ Lord Campbell, in August of the same year, in the House of

Lords, drew attention to the great inconvenience which the new

system was entailing, and which he believed tended to desecrate the

Sabbath. A vote was taken , with the result of a counter address

to the Crown being presented , and on 5th September, 1850 , an

official notice was issued restoring matters to what they had been

prior to 23rd June, the prohibition having lasted just nine weeks.

“ The 23rd of June was in Inverness a very important day, as the

division in the House of Commons on the subject of Don Pacifico,

represented by Lord Palmerston--a most important matter—was

expected to arrive here at 4 a.m. on Sunday, the 23rd June, the

first day of closing. The division would settle the question as to

whether there would be a general election or not .

“ The mail accordingly arrived, was taken in , and left unopened ,

nor was it touched until the following morning. For the above

reason, every one in the town connected with politics begged to get

the information not possessed by the officials, but each was refused,

and nothing was known of it by any one until the following day,

when the numbers proved to be so close as 310 to 264.

" From that date, with one exception , no one during the nine

weeks of closing asked for letters, that exception being two of the

family of the gentleman who had taken the chair at a meeting held

in a church here prior to May, 1850, for the purpose of assisting

Lord Ashley in his efforts . ”

The Sunday Mail is due here at 1.30 p.m. Delivery should

commence to callers at 2.40, but owing to the frequent late arrival

of the train , it is often necessary to postpone the opening of the

office to the public beyond the ordinary hour. In the meantime a

crowd . collects, and, even in the dull season , from four to five

hundred callers assemble. As soon as the doors leading to the

public counter are opened, there is a rush which has to be guarded

against by only allowing a certain number in at a time who, entering

by one door, leave by the other. In the season the numbers are

more like a thousand. When the doors are thrown open, 13

Postmen have taken up their position behind the counter of the

front office, and they proceed to serve out the letters to the callers,

many of whom expect no letters at all and simply come to gossip

and while away the time. From 500 to 1,000 people make a special

journey to the Post Office, the majority no doubt imbued with the
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pious idea that they are giving the Postmen's legs a Sunday rest

from their ordinary round .
The letters could all be delivered on

Sunday afternoon, and the Postmen would have a “ lie- in ” on

Monday morning ; instead, they have to set out on Monday and

deliver the uncalledfor correspondence, which consists of by far the

greater portion of the mail.

As bearing on the subject of Sunday labour I may mention that a

A FISHWIFE CONVEYING HER HUSBAND AND THE

NIGHT'S CATCH ASHORE .

10 .

Station Agent and Sub- Postmaster, an office frequently combined on

the Highland Railway, has a conscientious objection to Sunday

telegrams because they prevent him from going to Kirk . The

office hours are from 9 till Service commences at il . The

distance is three miles. Then why not walk ? Oh ! No ! There

is a train at 9.30 , and he has a free pass ! No objection to Sunday

travelling under such circumstances !

This print from a book by Captain Burt, who was stationed at
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Inverness in 1726, shows the Cromarty Fishwives flanding their

husbands and their night's catch . When checking the accounts. I

have seen women similarly employed, almost as represented in the

print. Perhaps to make up for the paucity of the wives' apparel

the modern husbands not only wear breeches, but put on at least

six pairs of trousers before they start on their fishing trips.

The population of Inverness is about 20,000. We have over

30 Frasers in the head office and district. There are 464 Frasers.

householders in the local directory.

W. E. REEVES..

Inverness .

II .-WOLVERHAMPTON.

THE erection of the new Post Office building* seems to present a

fitting opportunity for sketching the history of the Wolverhampton

Post Office . The event is not unique, but it marks an era in locali

postal progress. It also marks an era in the history of the town in

which the office is erected. The two have grown together, and

the present importance of the former is to a very great extent the

measure of the position the latter holds in its relation to neigh

bouring and other centres of commercial activity. The simile

might be pursued further ; but as my purpose is briefly to narrate

the history of the office, I shall endeavour to confine myself closely

to that subject.

In 1789 , the earliest date of which I can find reliable mention , the

postal business of the town was conducted in a small chemist's shop.

at the eastern end of the north side of Queen Street . The exact site

is lost in obscurity , but it is believed that the shop was the same as.

that kept by Mr. Thomas Sutton , a pharmaceutical chemist , thirty

years ago- since modernized and now occupied as a drapery

establishment . In those early days there were only two persons.

attached to the office, the postmaster and a letter carrier. We may

dismiss the former because the latter is of more interest to us, being

as some old inhabitants will tell us somewhat of a character. He

was named Thomas Brindley, and from 1789 to 1845 , a period of 56 .

years, was the only letter carrier the town could boast . A single letter

carrier in a town at the time Brindley commenced his postal career,

was no isolated case, for, with the exception of Bath and Portsmouth ,

*A picture of this building appeared in Vol. VII. of St. Martin's - le -Grand, page 87..
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no town was better provided for in that respect than our own. The

population was about 10,000 ; but the number of letters, &c. , delivered

per head was not then kept with exactness and I am unable to quote

the figures. As the persons who then received letters were mostly of

the privileged class, it is certain that the letter carrier was not

overburdened .

At the beginning of the present century the office was removed a

little westward to the shop now occupied by Mr. Goodwin, Stationer ,

22 , Queen Street, exactly opposite to the premises recently vacated.

The charge for postage was then rather high : an open letter to

London cost 7d . , if sealed and containing one enclosure is. 2d . , with

other variations is . 9d. or 25. 4d . , but always not exceeding i oz . in

weight. In these days of postal reforms and reduced rates , it will be

scarcely credited that in the year 1800 a penny post which had

obtained in London for 120 years, and for a shorter period in Dublin

and a few other places, was entirely swept away, or that the rates

from Wolverhampton to London were a few years later ( 1812 ) raised

to the highest point ever attained , viz . , rod . , 15. 8d . , 25. 6d . , and 35.4d . ,

under the same restrictions as to sealing, weight, &c. , as those

previously mentioned.

From Queen Street the office was removed to larger premises

in Lichgates, next door to the then Messrs. Hordern & Sons Bank,

and Miss Elizabeth Hill , aunt of the Right Hon. A. S. Hill , Q.C. ,

M.P., was appointed postmistress. In 1818 still larger premises were

required and a move was made into Cock Street, now Victoria Street.

There was then only one daily despatch and arrival of letters in the

town . To and from the rural districts , the exchanges were

less frequent, being to the most important villages tri-weekly, which

often meant that a letter arriving after the despatch of the rural posts

on a Friday had to remain until the next despatch on the following

Tuesday, a period of four days—whereas there are now exchanges of

mails to most of the rural districts two and three times a day.

A few years after obtaining the appointment, Miss Hill married,

and she then resigned in favour of her brother, Mr. Henry Hill, father

of the respected M.P., to whom allusion has already been made. In

1827 we find the office had been removed again , this time into North

Street. In 1834 it was back again in Victoria Street, and to assist

Mr. Hill there were Mr. Christopher Taylor Darby (Clerk), and

Thomas Brindley the town letter carrier . Two town deliveries had been

established , morning at 10.30 o'clock, and evening at 6 o'clock. Mails

were also despatched and received daily from the most important rural
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districts. Previous to the evening town delivery being established,

Brindley added to his duties of letter carrier those of groom and night

watchman, but the unofficial duties had to be given up when he

commenced to make the second delivery. It was on the roth

January, 1840 whilst the office was still in Victoria Street that the

uniform penny post was established and a free delivery extended to

the town. Wolverhampton was peculiarly interested in penny

postage because Sir Rowland, then Mr. Rowland Hill, the founder,

lived until seven years of age with his parents at an old farm house

called Horse Hills, which is still in existence , situate on the Compton

Road. The old house was much endeared to him because here it

was that he met with his future wife. Her father, Mr. Joseph

Pearson, was a manufacturer in the town and was the recognised

leader of the local liberal party. The bill giving effect to penny

postage received Royal assent on the 17th August, 1839 , and

about a fortnight later Mr. Rowland Hill was summoned to

Wolverhampton to accept a handsome silver candelabrum which

bore the following inscription :

“ To Rowland Hill, Esq. , presented by the inhabitants of Wolver

hampton in testimony of their high sense of his public services as the

Founder and able Advocate of the Plan of Universal Penny Postage,

A.D. 1839. "

As shewing that penny postage was fully appreciated I quote the

address of a letter received early in the 40's for a certain Charles

Tasker, lodging with a Mrs. Williams at a public house on the corner

of what is now known as Exchange Street, in which there is a reference

to the privilege secured by Rowland Hill :

“ When you receive this letter go ;

As I've directed, look below.

And as localities you can trace

Seek Mrs. Williams of the market place,

Whom having found, you straightway ask her

To give this letter to Charles Tasker.

Thanks to Rowland Hill it has a stamp on,

So there's naught to pay at Wolverhampton ."

It is almost needless to add that the letter was delivered .

Brindley soon found that with the introduction of the penny post

he had more letters to deliver than he could dispose of unaided, and

he was obliged to be assisted by his daughter. His steps were now

beginning to falter, and in 1845 , after 56 years' service, at the age

х
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of 82 he was dismissed “ owing to growing infirmities.”
There was

no pension for letter carriers in those days, but a few generous

friends purchased him an annuity of 125. a week which he enjoyed

for 10 years . He died in May, 1855 , at the ripe old age of 92 .

At about the same time that Brindley was dismissed Mr. Henry

Hill resigned his appointment as: Postmaster and was succeeded by

THOMAS BRINDLEY, LETTER CARRIER, WOLVERHAMPTON ,

1789 TO 1845 .

Mr. C. T. Darby, erstwhile clerk, who held the appointment for

about two years. The office accommodation in Victoria Street

became insufficient, and premises were built at 22 , John Street,

where in 1847 we find Mr. Henry Barber Elwell installed as Post

master with a staff of five clerks, three male letter carriers, and one

female letter carrier. Whilst the office was in John Street the town

received , on the 15th March; 1848 , its charter of incorporation, and

as I now write St. Peter's bells are ringing in celebration of the

fiftieth anniversary of that event . In the month of June following
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postal business received a further impetus by the introduction of

the book post . In 1853 still more accommodation was required ,

and after casting about for suitable premises , it was decided to

return to its first love, Queen Street, and a building was taken which,

some time afterwards, was used for what proved to be the home of

the inception of that noble institution , the Wolverhampton Orphanage.

It is related that Mr. Elwell was fond of carpentry, and that he found

relaxation from official worries by practising it ; but he was careless

of his tools, with the result that occasionally they were despatched

with the correspondence by mail to London, to be returned in the

course of a few days sadly in need of repair.

A third delivery was established in 1858 and the staff was

increased to nine clerks, ten letter carriers, and four auxiliaries.

Savings Bank business was established 16th September, 1861 , but

it was not introduced to Wolverhampton until 30th October.

Mr. H. B. Elwell died in 1862 and his son, Mr. H. Elwell, acted as

temporary Postmaster for about two years. A movement was set on

foot to secure the appointment permanently to him , but the depart

ment decided that in the interests of the service, the time had now

arrived for a trained official to take up the duties , and on the ist July,

1864, Mr. John Crossnam Sweetnam who had served in the

Savings Bank Department, G.P.O., and more recently as a Surveyor's

Clerk succeeded to the post .

With the transfer of the Telegraphs to the State in 1870, the clerks

and messengers from the Electric and International , the Magnetic,

and the United Kingdom Telegraph Co.'s local offices came into the

Post Office . Mr. W. T. Douglas, now Postmaster of Tunbridge

Wells, was the first Superintendent ofTelegraphs at Wolverhampton,

and to assist him there were four telegraphists and four messengers.

The messengers represented in their respective nationalities, England,

Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, and many were the battles royal in

which they engaged before it was determined which representative

should be king in the new territory !

With the postal business increasing rapidly and the introduction of

a staff of telegraphists into the office it soon became evident that

the decision to build a commodious Crown office higher up the

street was a wise and necessary one, and on the 29th October, 1872 ,

there moved into what then was decribed as a building affording

ample accommodation for all time, thirteen postal clerks, ten

telegraphists, sixteen letter carriers , four assistant letter carriers, four

auxiliaries, and ten telegraph messengers. The building, including
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site, cost £10,000. It was erected by Messrs. Parnell & Son of

Rugby, under the supervision of Mr. Cawson of H.M. Office of

Works. The first loer was intended for occupation by the Inland

Revenue officers ; but those gentlemen never moved into the rooms

set apart for them, and from a postal point of view it was as well

they did not, because with the rapid growth of business and (in 1883)

the introduction of the parcel post, the postmen who had up to then

found accommodation on the ground floor had to take possession of

that portion of the first floor which had not in the meantime been

otherwise appropriated.

It almost goes without saying that Wolverhampton should be able

to contribute to the store of amusing, and in many cases ridiculous,

telegraphic errors which have from time to time been made known,

and here is one : An item of news was being received from London

for the local press, one sentence of which was telegraphed as follows:

“ A family of four persons were postponed by a panoply of broth . ”

The receiving telegraphist was, however, equal to the occasion, and

he suggested that the latter part should read “ poisoned by partaking

of broth . ” The reply he got was “ Yes, dear, please make it

so ."

66

Investment in Government Stock was introduced 22nd November,

1880, and an unpleasant experience it proved to at least one

investor who was blessed in having on deposit the maximum amount

allowed to a Savings Bank depositor. Happy idea . He would take

advantage of the privilege of disposing of other moneys by investing

in Consols, and he did so. Some time afterwards, acting on the

advice of a friend, he sold his stock and it realised some 3os. less

than the sum paid for it, and very surprised and wrathful he was,

because he quite expected to receive the exact amount he had

invested. The paying officer had a difficult task to appease him but

he tried hard to do so. " Why did you sell the stock , " asked the

officer ? The reply was “ he had very little confidence in stock

broking, and he wished to see if he could really get his money back,”

and I am doubtful if the experience, for which he paid, was

reassuring

The Fenian scare in 1882-3 gave rise to several amusing incidents

and suspicious postal packages were given as wide a berth as possible.

One evening a packet which gave off strong -smelling fumes caused

quite a consternation. It was terribly suggestive of something

deadly-nitro-glycerine or an explosive akin to it ; but with the aid

of the office tongs and some amount of Dutch courage the diabolical
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packet was conveyed outside. Later on the Night superintendent

arrived and the fears of the staff were expressed to him. Curiosity

was a trait in that superintendent's character and despite the un

known risk to which he was exposing himself by handling and

smelling at the packet, he discovered that it was nothing more than

an inoffensive sample of baker's yeast which the heated atmosphere

of the office had caused to give off its fumes !

Mr. Sweetnam died on the 14th April, 1884, and a fourth delivery

which he had just previously recommended was commenced on the

21st July following. Mr. Fardo succeeded Mr. Sweetnam and under

his energetic direction local postal facilities were brought fully up to

date and the office rapidly attained a well-deserved and recognised

official position . A fifth delivery was commenced in January, 1885 .

Female telegraphists were introduced on the eighteenth anniversary

of the transfer of the Telegraphs (5th February, 1888) , and the office

was enlarged to afford them accommodation. A further delivery,

making the sixth , was established in March , 1889 . Mr. Fardo was

promoted to Cardiff in the same year and Mr. Kewley, his successor,

who has recently retired and been succeeded by Mr. Davis, did

much to extend, perfect, and consolidate the work of his predecessors .

Previous to Mr. Fardo's removal, it was decided that a still further

extension of premises was necessary and certain alterations and

enlargements were agreed upon ; but a suggestion that a new

building in Lichfield Street would be more advantageous than the

enlargement of the Queen Street Office ultimately carried conviction,

and in the end the present handsome building which is an ornament

to the town and reflects credit upon Mr. Henry Tanner, F.R.I.B.A. ,

the architect, Mr. Henry Lovatt, our townsman, the builder, and

Mr. J. Atkinson, Clerk of the Works, was commenced on the 28th

January, 1895 , and opened for business on the 29th March, 1897 .

Whether the new office, the tenth in number of Wolverhampton

offices to which I have alluded, will be the final one, I should not

like to hazard an opinion . It is only 25 years since the office we

now term old ” was opened, but be that as it may, with the growth

and prosperity of the town and the further progressive development

of the service to meet the requirements of the community, whether

by increased facilities being given, or by fresh innovations being

promoted, it is quite certain that the post office as an instrument of

public utility has not yet attained to the maximum of its capacity

nor realized the full extent of its possibilities. S. MORGAN .

Wolverhampton.

66
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Post Office Improvements in 1897.*
[The following article was unavoidably held over from our last

number. It is a summary of Post Office Improvements which The

Times publishes annually, and which it has been our custom to

reproduce.]

HE Jubilee year of her Majesty's reign has appropriately

witnessed changes of exceptional importance in the

Postal Service. Chief among the number were those

which came into operation on Jubilee Day, June 22nd. ,

when the postage on inland letters not exceeding 4oz. in weight was

reduced to id. , with an additional id. for every 2oz. beyond that

weight . Thus the letter-post rates became the same as those which

had previously been charged in connection with the inland sample

and pattern post, and, there being no further need for the latter, it

was abolished . Books and other packets not exceeding 202.

continue, as heretofore, to pass through the post at a fee of d ., but

all such packets which weigh more than 20z. have been transferred to

the letter post, the new rates being the same as those of the book

post. The express fee of is. previously charged for the delivery, by

special foot-messenger, for packets not exceeding 5lb ., was , up to a

distance of three miles, reduced to gd.; the rate of postage on

inland parcels was materially reduced-in some cases to the extent

of 50 per cent .-- and with respect to telegrams all charges for

delivery within three miles were abolished, while beyond the limits of

free delivery the charge was reduced to 3d. for each mile, reckoned

from the terminal telegraph office. From these concessions the

public have derived substantial advantage. The immediate effect of

the reduction in the postage rates was to transfer to the letter post a

large number of what were formerly treated as small parcels, and

this change, as already shown in The Times, was largely responsible for

the remarkable expansion of letter post work witnessed during the

Christmas season. Samples and book post packets have, in the

same way, become letter packets, and there is no branch of trade

which does not gain by the new arrangement. The book post, as

stated, remains only for books and other packets not exceeding 202.,

but this weight merely covers the lighter class of circulars and

pamphlets, and to speak generally, nearly all the packets that once

passed at book-post rates are now carried according to the letter- post

scale of a quarter of a pound for id. A further convenience

attaches to the amended regulation in that it permits letters to be

* Reprinted from The Times of the 7th January, 1898 .
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enclosed in parcels . Hence the merchant and the manufacturer can

now forward his account, or any other communication, in the parcel

sent to the customer, and thereby effect a double saving in the

postal charges. These reductions represent a large loss of revenue,

and they certainly go a long way to meet the objections of those who

contend that the public are entitled to participate in the profits of the

Post Office.

When the concessions enumerated were decided upon, the

Postmaster-General appealed to the public on the subject of the late

posting of letters. He issued a statement that the result of the

extension of the latest time of posting for the night mails despatched

from the General Post Office had been to bring forth an immense

mass of correspondence during the comparatively short time allowed

for the sorting and despatch of the mails. The Postmaster-General

further said :

From the first the strain which this put upon the Department was

great; but now, owing to the growth of business, it has increased ,

and the effect of the new reforms will be to increase it still more .

The strain cannot be met by an increase of force, as there is no

space available in the existing building, and to provide additional

accommodation will take a considerable time.
The question ,

therefore, has been raised whether the extension of the time for

posting must not be withdrawn if the mails are to be sorted in time

to catch the trains by which they are expected to travel to the distant
cities and towns of the kingdom . But rather than withdraw a

privilege which must be highly valued by those who cannot get ready
all their letters before 6, the Postmaster-General ventures to appeal

to the public and to ask them to aid the department by posting as

much of their correspondence as they can before 5.30, or
before 5 .

He would ask them to regard 6 o'clock, not as the time

at which the department ought to accept their correspondence, but

rather as an extreme limit, fixed at the latest minute possible, for the

acceptance of such letters only as cannot be got ready in time for

previous collections. If, as he confidently expects, the public respond

to this appeal in the spirit in which it is made, existing privileges

need notbe disturbed , and the work of the department will be much

facilitated .

It is stated that this very reasonable request has, for the most part,

passed absolutely unheeded . There are few commercial houses in

the City which attempt to post any portion of their correspondence

early in the afternoon , as might easily be done in a large number of

instances, and the result is that an abnormal pressure is thrown upon

the staff at St. Martin's-le-Grand between 6 p.m. and 7.45 p.m., at

which time the mails have to be sealed in bags and sent to the

even
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various railway termini for transmission to home, colonial, and

foreign addresses. The department cannot, of course, be suddenly

enlarged, and consequently when, as at Christmas, the stream of

correspondence is greatly swollen, the operations of the largest staff

that can be employed are very seriously hampered, and the public

themselves become responsible for all , or nearly all, the delay

occurring in delivery. We have reproduced the words of the

Postmaster-General, as embodied in his circular of June last, in the

hope that the large City firms which daily throughout the year

forward hundreds and even thousands of letters in the ordinary

course of business may be induced to co-operate with the

authorities by posting their correspondence in batches during the

afternoon rather than in bulk at the end of the day's work.

Several minor but important improvements were introduced early

in February, the principal being the abandonment of the old and

somewhat vexatious rule which prohibited the appearance of any

writing or printing, except the address, on the front of post cards or

on the right-hand half of the address side of letters and book

packets. The only restriction now imposed is a very necessary one

-and this applies to all classes of correspondence, and not to post

cards alone-that nothing must be printed or written on the address

side of a communication which, by tending to prevent the easy and

quick reading of the address, or by inconvenient proximity to the

postage stamps, or in any other way, is likely to embarrass the sorters

in dealing with the article in its transmission through the post. Not

less welcome was the reduction, at the same time, of the charge on

unpaid post-cards from ad . to a id. People were never able to

understand why a fee of 2d. should be demanded when a halfpenny

post-card was posted minus stamp. The charge was imposed to

induce care in posting, and so to save the department the trouble

which all out-of-course communications necessarily involve. As

soon as experience proved that this lesson had been learned, the

Postmaster -General readily consented to a reduction of the surcharge,

so that the unpaid post-card is no longer treated as a letter. The

maximum weight allowed to newspaper packets was, at the same

period, fixed at 5lb. , and the limits of size extended to 24in. X 12in. X

12in. , newspapers containing prohibited enclosures henceforth being

treated as insufficiently paid letters or as parcels posted out of course,

whichever treatment involved the lower charge to the addressee,

whereas formerly all such packets had been regarded as insufficiently

paid book packets. The compulsory registration fee, which

1
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previously stood at 8d. , was reduced to 4d. , and the practice was

incorporated of compulsorily registering any open packets found to

contain ( 1 ) postal orders in which the name of the payee had not

been inserted ; ( 2 ) uncrossed cheques ; (3 ) dividend warrants ;

(4) bank notes ; ( 5 ) postage stamps of the value of more than Is. ,

or (6) any other article exceeding that value. A small revenue is

derived from this latter regulation , but the sole aim of the depart

ment in introducing it is to encourage people to observe reasonable

precautions in transmitting money or valuable articles through the

post, and thus to diminish the temptation to theft,

The rates of commission on money orders also underwent a

change, being fixed as follows : For sums not exceeding £3, three

pence ; for sums exceeding £3, but not exceeding £10 , fourpence.

Telegraph money orders — for sums not exceeding £3, fourpence ;

for sums exceeding £3, but not exceeding £10, sixpence. Foreign

and Colonial money orders — for sums not exceeding £2 , sixpence ;

for sums exceeding £2, but not exceeding £6, one shilling ; for

sums exceeding £6, but not exceeding £10 is. 6d . With one

exception , all these alterations represented reduced rates . The

exception was the commission proposed to be charged upon money

orders for sums under £1 , which was increased from 2d. to 3d.

This additional fee was soon found seriously to affect friendly

societies in regard to the numerous small sums which they are

regularly in the habit of transmitting as sick allowance to their

members ; and from the beginning of May the old rate of 2d. on

money orders for sums under £I was revived , much to the satisfac

tion of all whom it most closely affected. Another minor change

effected had reference to the compulson registration of parcels

containing coin, jewelry, or anything made of gold or silver which

might be received from places abroad , the fee for which under the

insurance system was reduced from 8d. to 4d.

On April 1st the recommendations of Lord Tweedmouth's Com

mittee on Post Office Establishments came into effect, resulting in

improved conditions of service to many branches of the rank and file.

But all were not satisfied. Further improvements were suggested

during the discussion of the Post Office Estimates in the House of

Commons, and the case made out was sufficient to induce the

Postmaster-General and the Secretary to the Treasury to meet in

conference the members who had particularly addressed themselves

to the subject. The conclusion arrived at was, that on the whole the

findings of the committee were sufficient. A threatened strike on the
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part of the telegraphists, who were chief among the servants of the

department dissatisfied with the outcome of the inquiry, was

very wisely abandoned .

At 4 p.m, on Saturday, February 6th, the Post Office took over from

the National Telephone Company, the maintenance and working of

the telephone trunk circuits at Liverpool and Manchester, the trans

action completing the transference to the Government of the whole of

the existing trunk telephone system in the United Kingdom. During

the year various extensions of the telephone service followed , the

places connected including Basingstoke, Gateshead, Chesham,

Dudley, Tavistock , Lichfield , Bridlington Quay, Walsall, Witney,

Tamworth , Cork, Limerick, Leatherhead, Bangor, Carnarvon, Selby,

Southend - on -Sea , Tadcaster, Newport (Isle of Wight), and

Uttoxeter.

The facilities of the money order system have been extended to the

Niger Coast Protectorate, to the Virgin Islands, and to the German

protected territory in South-West Africa, with the result that practic

ally the whole area of the civilised world has now been brought

within the scope of that system. From the beginning of last month

a direct money order service to Zanzibar was established , whereas

formerly all such orders had to pass through the medium of the

Indian Post Office.

Telegraph extensions have been made by certain companies, acting

in conjunction with the Post Office, to Sandakan, in North Borneo ;

to Lessaintes, in the West Indies ; and to several places in the

Philippine Islands. Additional telegraph offices were also opened in

the Portuguese possessions on the West Coast of Africa ; the

telegraph rates to Queensland and New Caledonia were reduced ;

the more liberal method of counting words under the European

telegraphic system was extended to the extra-European system, to the

manifest advantage of a large number of commercial houses ; and

finally the rates for private wires and for Post Office telephone

exchange wires were reduced .

The extensions in connexion with the parcel post were com

paratively few , owing to the fact that there is hardly any territory

except America which has not already been brought into direct

association with this country by means of the parcel post. In October

last arrangements were made whereby parcels from Mauritius going

by the Colombo route could be insured under the usual conditions

up to the value of £50 ; in the same month the parcel post was

extended to the Republic of Honduras ; a reduction in the parcel
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rates to China and Hong-kong came into operation on Saturday

last ; the postage on parcels for British East Africa and Zanzibar

has been reduced from 8d . to 6d. for the first pound ; the insurance

system on parcels was extended to certain Austrian possessions in the

Ottoman Empire ; and an arrangement was made enabling persons

sending parcels to certain British possessions and foreign countries to

undertake the payment of the Customs and other charges arising

in the country of destination .

During the year the express delivery services performed in

London have increased by over 21 per cent. , the total number of

such services recorded being upwards of 340,000 . The increase has

been noticed more especially in the number of ordinary letters and

parcels delivered , at the request of the addressee, by special

messenger, and these were 43 per cent. more numerous than in

1896. Express letters and parcels intended for delivery by special

messenger throughout are now accepted on week days at all

express delivery offices in the kingdom during the hours within

which they are open for telegraph business, instead , as formerly,

up to only 7 p.m. in all places outside London. Another facility

provided under the express delivery service is that hand -registered

letters can now be conveyed by special messenger from any express

delivery office in London and handed to the officials in charge of

the sorting carriages attached to the mail trains. In some cases

this convenience is extremely valuable, and the service is under

taken on the payment of a late fee of is. , in addition to the ordinary

postage, registration, and express fees. On June 1st the National

Telephone Company's exchanges were connected with certain

district and branch post offices, so that subscribers might telephone

a message for (a) transmission over the postal telegraphs and

delivery as a telegram ; (6) delivery as an express letter ; ( c) con

veyance and delivery as an ordinary letter ; or (d) calling for the

services of a Post Office express messenger. In the following month

the international express delivery system , which had up to that time

been confined to letters, was extended to parcels in the case of the

following countries : – Austria -Hungary, Belgium , Denmark,

Germany, Holland, Luxemburg, Montenegro, and Switzerland.

Persons sending parcels to any of these countries can now have

them on arrival delivered by special messenger by prepaying a fee

of fivepence in addition to the postage. This extra fee covers the

express delivery for parcels addressed to houses in the neighbour

hood of the Post Office of destination ; but when the place of
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address is beyond the limits of the ordinary parcel delivery an

additional charge is levied in the country of destination on the basis

of the inland express rate, allowance being made for the fivepence

prepaid by the sender. Parcels coming from abroad bearing the

express delivery mark, and indicating that the express fee has been

paid in addition to the postage, are delivered in the United

Kingdom under similar conditions.

Many British colonies which cannot at present arrange for the

express delivery of parcels and letters from their own Post Offices

have agreed to accept express letters and parcels for express

delivery in this country. In such instances the whole of the express

fee — which is fixed at the rate of threepence per mile—is collected

on delivery as regards letters, but in the case of parcels the express

fee of fivepence has to be prepaid in the colony of despatch. If

the distance from the office of delivery should exceed one mile, an

extra fee of fivepence is collected from the addressee. The

colonies which have adopted this arrangement are Barbados, Malta,

Cape Colony, Trinidad, Queensland, Cyprus, Seychelles, St. Vincent ,

Hong-kong, Singapore, Tasmania, British Honduras, St. Helena,

Bahamas, Gibraltar, South Australia, and Victoria. Persons

wishing to obtain important letters or parcels from any of the

colonies mentioned as early as possible after the arrival of the

mails should instruct their correspondents to mark the articles

“ For express delivery , ” and in the case of parcels to prepay the

express fee of fivepence in addition to the ordinary postage . The

express delivery service has been adopted in Sierra Leone, St. Lucia,

and Egypt as regards letters and parcels sent both to and from the

United Kingdom .

No further extension of the night mail road parcel coach system

from and to London has taken place during 1897 ; but in con

sequence of the increase in the number and size of parcels--

following the reduction in June last of the rates of postage—it has

become necessary to introduce a supplementary coach for the traffic

to the many towns on the road to Brighton. Here the steam motor

van of Messrs. Julius Harvey & Co. has made its appearance for a

trial extending over six weeks , dating from December 16th. As

already stated in The Times, the van, carrying parcels weighing

altogether as much as 15 cwt. or 16 cwt. , is running from the

General Post Office to Redhill and back, in order to relieve the

four-horse coach of some of its burden, which is at times ex

ceedingly heavy. Up to the present the motor van has performed
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the service very satisfactorily, and nearly every night, even during

the dense fogs which have lately been experienced , it has com

pleted the journey in each direction well within the allotted time,

experience demonstrating that it could safely travel much quicker

if permitted by the different local authorities through whose districts

the car passes. An oil motor belonging to the British Motor Car

Syndicate had previously been tried by the Post Office to carry

letter mails between the General Post Office and the South

Western District Office, and afterwards to convey parcel mails

between the same district office and Kingston-on-Thames. This

experiment was not continued for more than a week on each

service, but it was eminently satisfactory, the time kept by the car

being better than that attained by horsed coaches. A short time

hence an electric car will be tried for the conveyancc of the mails

between the General Post Office and the West Central, Western ,

and Paddington District Offices. As the records of the night mail

road parcel coaches are seldom referred to, it may here be added

that in the recent foggy weather they have kept excellent time,

indeed, if anything, better than the trains with which they to some

extent compete.

Every disturbance in the industrial world inevitably affects, in a

greater or less degree, the business of the Post Office Savings

Bank. The protracted dispute and lock-out in the engineering

trade has, therefore, had a marked effect upon the operations of

that department ; but it is at least satisfactory to know, as shown by

the published returns of the National Debt Office, that the aggregate

of savings is still largely on the increase . On December 31st, 1896 ,

the total amount due to depositors was £108,098,641 , the number

of accounts open at that date being 6,862,035 . In 1896 the

highest number of deposits made on any one day was 91,571–

namely, on February 29th—while the highest amount deposited in

one day was £303,125, on the last day of the year. The largest

number of withdrawal warrants issued in one day was 40,128 , on

December 22nd , and the largest amount of such warrants was

£166,285 , on December 16th . The latest return available for 1897

shows that the total amount at the credit of the Post Office Savings

Bank had increased to £115,730,351 . Owing, no doubt, mainly to

the engineering dispute, the amount of the withdrawals at Christmas

was the largest ever yet reached, although probably not in any undue

proportion to the number and amount of the depositors' accounts .

A classification of the accounts open at the end of 1895 , according
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to the amount of the balance due, showed that 90°8 of the balances

did not exceed £50, and further evidence of the small scale of the

mass of the department's transactions is to be seen in the fact that,

notwithstanding an appreciable reduction in the rate of working

expenses, the business in 1896, after payment of expenses and of 2

per cent. interest to depositors, left a deficit of £3,791 , which

Parliament voted in the Estimates. This was the first time since

the establishment of the Savings Bank that any loss had occurred .

The operations of the department exhibited further expansion during

1897 , and there is every reason to believe from the deposits which

are now being made in large number that the amount standing at

the credit of the bank at the end of the current financial year will

fully re-establish the normal balance.

ROYAL MAIL.

OTTAWA
ELECTRIC

RAILWAY.

AN OTTAWA ELECTRIC MAIL CAR.
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Our Library Table.

[We draw no hard-and-fast line as to the kind of books we notice,
but, of course, we give the preference to those written by

Civil Servants .]

THE WHITE-HEADED Boy, by George Bartram , author of The

People of Clopton. Price 6s. London, T. Fisher Unwin,

Paternoster Row.

In a review of Mr. Bartram's first book , The People of Clopton ,

which appeared in our January number, we stated that in our opinion

it was in the power of the author to write a great novel, so rare an

insight did he appear to possess into human nature. Mr. Bartram

has not been slow to follow up The People of Clopton with

another book, but it is on the same lines, and, except for the fact

that Ireland is the theatre in which his characters play their little

parts, and not the Midlands, he has relied on the same methods to

produce his effects. To speak candidly, we do not think the book a

success . Perhaps if we had never read the first book we should

have said the work exhibited great promise, but that is scarcely

enough to say of the author of The People of Clopton. We miss

The White -headed Boy the pathos and humour which

illuminated the gruesomeness and ignorance of the Clopton People.

Mr. Bartram not only knew their dialect, he had entered into their

very souls, lived their lives and acquired a genuine power of

interpreting them to us . He has certainly acquired in a more or

less successful manner the dialect of Ireland, but to us it seems that

he only half -understands the Irish people . The dramatic element in

the Celtic character he seizes , and he gives us what we expect of

him, powerful and tragic scenes in the stirring history of Ireland's

peasantry ; but the Celtic humour he only dimly understands,and the

magic and melancholy, with which interpreters of the Irish character

such as Miss Emily Lawless or Mr. W. B. Yeats invest their

creations, are absent from his pages. It is all unrelieved tragedy

and drama, and we do not recognise the Ireland we know and love

in these terribly serious and black-hearted people . Here and there

are touches in Mr. Bartram's old manner, touches which make us

love the humanity that he brings out of his blackest characters , but

these instances are rare indeed . He strikes us as having acquired

his knowledge of Irish ways and Irish language at second-hand, and

in
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as one who looks at Ireland from the outside, whereas his knowledge

of The People of Clopton was derived in a directly opposite

manner. Perhaps we are wrong in this conjecture, but the fact

remains that the one book, so far as we are concerned, charms, while

the other depresses. And it depresses not so much on account of

the distressing incidents therein related, but because the tragedy is

dull and unrelieved. The book, indeed, is difficult to read. We

beseech Mr. Bartram to keep to this side of St. George's Channel .

PENELOPE'S EXPERIENCES IN SCOTLAND, being extracts from the

commonplace book of Penelope Hamilton , by Kate Douglas

Wiggin. Price 6s. Gay and Bird, 22 , Bedford Street, Strand,

W.C.

This is a book to carry away on one's holiday, to take up on a

rainy day and thereby bring back the sunshine to one's heart. There

is an idyllic quality about Mrs. Wiggin's writings which it is difficult

to define ; and all her travels and adventures in foreign parts are in

reality honeymoons , either in the making or at the full. But there is

also such an abundance of good spirits, good sense, and delightful

appreciation of the humorous side of life, that to read one of her

books has the effect of putting us in a very pleasant temper ; her

good qualities are infectious, and to say as much as this is surely to

call her an artist at once. Englishmen are in the habit of poking

more or less heavy fun at the Scottish nation, but the most serious

and obtuse of Scotchmen cannot complain of the treatment his

nation receives in this book from a charming American observer.

She goes to Edinburgh, drinks deeply at the well of Scottish legend

and history , mixes in Edinburgh society, enters into the vexed

questions which divide the Established, Free Kirk, and United

Presbyterian bodies ; she goes into Fifeshire, rents a cottage in a

Fifeshire village, and becomes as Scottish, in her own opinion, as it

is possible for an American to be. Susanna Crum is the name of

her servant, and the national reputation for cautiousness is her most

strongly marked feature. To every question she replies : “ I

couldna say, ma -am . ” The poor girl absolutely declines to commit

herself. “ I wish that the Lord Advocate, or some modern counter

part of Braxfield, the hanging judge, would summon Susanna Crum

as a witness in an important case. He would need his longest

plummet to sound the depths of her consciousness.

“ I have had no legal experience, but I can imagine the scene.
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“ Is the prisoner your father, Susanna Crum ? '

« « I couldna say, my lord . '

“ You have notunderstood the question, Susanna. Is the prisoner

your father ? '

“ I couldna say, my lord . '

“ Come, come,my girl ! You must answer the questions put you

by the court. You have been an inmate of the prisoner's household

since your earliest consciousness. He provided you with food ,

lodging, and clothing during your infancy and early youth . You

have seen him on annual visits to your home and watched him as he

performed the usual parental duties for your younger brothers and

sisters . I therefore repeat, is the prisoner your father,Susanna Crum ? '

“ I couldna say he's no, my lord.'

" • This is really beyond credence ! What do you conceive to be

the idea involved in the word “ father," Susanna Crum ? '

" It depends, my lord .' ”

And the Scottish weather, with its effect on the Scottish temper

ament , provokes Penelope to laughter . “ The chemist observed, as

he handed me a cake of soap , Won’erful blest in weather we are,

ma-am,' simply because , the rain being unaccompanied with high

wind , one was enabled to hold up an umbrella without having it

turned inside out. When it ceased dripping for an hour at noon,

the greengrocer said cheerily, ' Another grand day, ma-am .' ”

This kind of thing has been done before, and it is doubtless slight

and even trivial, but the context is fresh and delightful, and before

we have read many pages of the book we are victims to the charms

of Penelope and her companions. In such pleasant company we

tolerate the occasional chestnut, the not infrequent strain in the

humour, and the constant laughter at the author's own jokes . With

a travelling companion we take the rough with the smooth ; and , if

the lasting impression on our mind is that we have had a good time

together, we do not ask for more. We, at any rate, closed Mrs.

Wiggin's book full of regret that the fun had come to an end .

Y
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After Office Hours.
On the Political Disabilities of Official Life and

other matters.

M
R. CHAMBERLAIN , in his admirable speech at the Civil

Service Dinner on the 18th May, indulged in some very

happy chaff of Civil Servants. He said :

“ You are aware that the human race is divided into two great

categories—those who are members of the Civil Service and those

who are not. But even the Civil Service may be subdivided into

those who are permanent and non-political and those who are

political and temporary, who come like shadows and so depart . I
have a shrewd suspicion that you could do without us . But I have

an absolute conviction that we could not do without you .”

And a writer in the daily press on a subsequent date explained

this utterance as follows : “ A Government Official may vote as he

pleases, but he must not be a partisan .” In other words, we have a

vote, but we are non - political ; we have at each General Election

to select between two parties, but we must not be a partisan on

either side . It is a most difficult position to understand , and still

more difficult to live up to, but I have devoted much time and

thought to the limitations imposed upon me, and the via media which

I have constructed for myself is one which I confidently recommend

to those of my readers who, like myself, thirst for intellectual combat

on all subjects, who possess impressionable temperaments and deeply
inherited prejudices.

I have often in these pages insisted that the ideal Civil Servant,

from the point of view of the State, is a man who, by natural in

clination or by a stern process of training , has repressed all traces of

individualism, and has no opinion of hisown on the questions of the
hour. He has , as Mr. Chamberlain tells us, no politics, while as

regards religion the favourite epitaph over a good Civil Servant's

grave is that “ he never allowed his religious opinions to interfere

with the performance of his official duties.” On the questions

which arise out of his own work his inclination is to prefer precedent

to common sense, and he looks to his official superior to give him

the required cue when precedent fails. Naturally he has no

enthusiasms, and his passions and vices are purely physical, the

effect of an inactive liver , or the result of a disappointed and selfish

ambition . And the outcome of all this is that the dominant note

with efficient Civil Servants is an inveterate cynicism , and an

incapacity to feel anything approaching either to hero-worship or

to love of great principles or causes. Such men do not add much

to the gaiety of nations because there is nothing in the whole world

so boring as the chronic nil admirari note, and the presence of so

many prigs among us— far out of proportion surely to our numbers
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can only be explained on the supposition that men who find it

quite unnecessary in their official pursuits to have strong opinions

of their own of a positive character, look with pity and contempt

on those whose sympathies and temperaments compel them to join

in the movement of thought and opinion around them and to take

sides . It is obvious that the man who expresses the fewest opinions

in life commits the fewest mistakes , and it is this conscious freedom

from error which makes the Civil Servant so conceited , and often so

intolerable. For to take sides on any public question is so unofficial

and is such bad form , that the men who in spite of the atmosphere in

which they live continue to do these things deserve to go under in

the struggles of official life. It is also clear that the men with

enthusiasms, with sympathetic temperaments, who are impressionable

and easily excited , are not to be depended on , and though from a

merely social point of view this consideration may increase their

power to charm , they are not the kind of people who run well or

wisely in official harness. Enthusiasms among Civil Servants are

therefore rare ; the political element in their characters , that birth

right to be “ either a little Liberal or else a little Conservative,” is

ex -officio atrophied, and the repression of one element has fre

quently the effect of lowering the vitality all along the line , so that

in matters relating to literature , science or art, the tendency is to

take up a purely dilettante attitude as one more suited to their

responsible official position .

And yet I suppose we have all had our enthusiasms at one time

or another, and in our inmost hearts we confess that however wrong

and foolish the particular enthusiasms may have been, to be then

alive was very Heaven .” The emphasis we lay on the word

.then is a sufficient condemnation of our present emasculated

condition . The man who has not gone through the period of storm

and stress when first impressions poured in to his soul and carried

him for a time off his feet has missed much in life, though he

may, by his superior caution , have gained a Postmastership or a

respectable Companionship of the Bath . But to have missed our

youth , to have never known what it is to act from high impulse

regardless of consequences, is scarcely to be compensated for by
promotion or advancement in our old age. With some of us at

that divine period of acute impressionism , certain people, certain

causes, some books , take us literally by storm , they fascinate us ,

charm us, convince us ; and though in after years we may have

outgrown their influence, their teaching, or their power to uplift us,

nothing can uproot a certain effect they still have upon us when we

come in contact with them. It is like the memory of one's first

love . A man may be comfortably married to his fifteenth sweet

heart, and be convinced that of all his many loves , none was more

unsuited to him than Number One , yet every day of that first delight

ful courtship is for ever rivetted on his memory. Thirteen love

experiences are more or less forgotten ; those which alone influence

his life are number one, for the reasons above stated , and number
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fifteen for reasons which require no elucidation . If he meets

Number One again in after life he is a poor kind of creature who

can look at her with eyes quite uninfluenced by idealism . Number

One is Number Fifteen's only serious rival , and this applies quite as

much in the man's case as in the woman's , and often explains the

eagerness of some men to receive an assurance that the object of

their love never loved before. A cook in the employ of one of my

neighbours , and who was from no fault of her own separated from her

husband, confessed to her mistress one day, “ Down in my ’eart I

loves 'im still , but oh ! mum, the loathin ! ” In her poor way she

was struggling to express what most of us feel when we think we

have ceased to idealise the object of our love. 6. The loathin '

comes from our reason and experience, but deep down in our hearts

we know we love still . And this applies not only to lost lovers,

but to lost causes, lost enthusiasms , lost creeds, lost heroes , and

books which we have outgrown . It is , I believe, a fact that the

tendency of the average pervert is to be actively hostile towards

the faith he once professed, but with such an attitude I have no

sympathy. Nothing becomes the pervert or the convert, the man or

woman who knows what it is to be deceived , more than humility, and a

reverence for the opinions or persons that have once influenced him

is an attractive feature in a man's character. With some of us

Carlyle was the author who first aroused and stimulated us into

intellectual life, and we have lived to realise the incompleteness,

the unsatisfying nature of his philosophy ; with others perhaps it

has been Newman ; butwe were unable to cross the bridge from the

other side of which his eloquence and example still shine like

beacons. And whether it is Carlyle or Newman, or any other leader

of thought, they will always mean far more to us in our present-day

lives than the most eloquent of present-day teachers, whocan indeed

convince us but have no power to arouse us as did the teachers

of our youth .

Now a Civil Servant who is ex -officio prevented from cultivating

the enthusiastic side of his nature , except on such subjects as

athletic sports, the drama, ghosts or natural scenery, may be

pardoned if, in order to stimulate his spiritual life, which no official

regulations can quite destroy, he makes a special cult of his old

enthusiasms, and harks back lovingly to the days when he was free

to think, to speak and to act in the battle of life. He is forbidden

to take on new gods, but he can still worship at the ancient shrines,

in politics especially, even though his worship takes a somewhat

attenuated form . Let us see how this philosophy has worked in my

own case in the domain of politics. For so long as the vote exists

to be used , that domain interests us , and we have to decide our

attitude towards it . Of course the ideal way for the Civil Servant

to exercise the franchise is to vote on both sides, but that can

only be done in a few constituencies , and is of course equivalent to

disfranchisement. Ever since I have thought on public questions

at all I have been an ardent Gladstonian , but from the year 1875 I
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have considered it inconsistent with my duty to the State to bestow

on Mr. Gladstone anything more than a quite blind unreasoning

hero -worship . Previous to 1875 , when I was placed on the Post

Office Establishment, and even including the eighteen months

immediately preceding that date when I was an unestablished officer,

and therefore, according to Mr. Chamberlain, temporary and political,

I was an admirer of Mr. Gladstone, and in complete agreement with

his policy . Since August 1875. I have held no opinions whatever

on his policy, and in exercising the franchise grudgingly surrendered

to me, I have allowed only personal considerations to actuate me,

and in a purely academic manner have voted consistently for an old

enthusiasm . I could idealise my first love although circumstances

now prevented a closer union . I have always felt that I was at

liberty to go on reverencing Mr. Gladstone provided I had no

political reasons for doing so, and many non- Civil Servants have

vied the position of a man who, in 1886, was not called upon to

form any opinion whatever on the Home Rule policy, but who

could vote still for him simply on historical and sentimental grounds,

and yet feel that in no other way could he honestly and with due

regard to his official position exercise the franchise. I could not

openly become either a Unionist or a Home Ruler, because I should

have been interfering in politics to be even susceptible of conversion

or conviction on the subject. I must inevitably have become a

partisan , more especially as the mere dwelling upon politics in the

secrecy of my chamber, owing to my impressionable temperament,

even now arouses me to a dangerous hunger for action . As it is,

if political considerations have at all weighed with me in my public

action, it has always been the consideration of the political situation

which existed prior to 1875, when I was free to be a partisan . My

maternal grandfather, down to the year 1886 , when he died , always

voted on the questions which agitated his soul during the years of

his prime — say from 1830 to 1860, quite regardless of the fact that

these questions were now disposed of — they still existed for him,

and included Free Trade, Catholic Disabilities , and the threatened

French Invasion—and I sometimes think , or at any rate hope, that

this remarkable detachment of mind from the questions of the hour,

this capacity to retain the enthusiasms of youth, may be hereditary.

I know the passion and prejudice my grandfather invariably dis

played when discussing problems already settled has been trans

mitted to his grandson, but owing to severe official restraints my

vitality is considerably less. People have said to me : “ How is it

possible for you to vote, a hero -worshipper of Mr. Gladstone, if

you blot out from your consideration the business of his life, viz . ,

politics ? " Of course the question is ridiculous. Many-sidedness

is simply another name for Gladstonianism in its truest form , and

thousands of those who have lately mourned the loss of the man

could give very few political reasons for their feeling. He has been

honoured for divers and often quite contrary reasons ; sometimes

indeed for quite unmerited and ridiculously inadequate reasons .
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On the Sunday after his death I was travelling on a penny steam

boat , and I overheard the following conversation between a rather

dull and uninteresting looking man , and a still duller and more

uninteresting looking young woman. I gathered from their

demeanour that they were keeping company, and this may account

for the fact that there were long pauses in the conversation,

suggesting that they hardly knew what to say to each other . After

one painful pause, the man said drowsily and indifferently : " Seems

a lot of excitement about this ' ere death of Mr. Gladstin .” And

the girl answered , “ Oh yes ! I've been a’readin ' about him in the

Sunday piper this mornin '.” Then another painful pause with no

response from the man . The girl went on in a laboured manner.

“Seems to ’ave led a steady, ’armless sort of life, and they're goin?

to bury ’im in the Habbey .” Then she brightened up and there

was a light in her eye, the funeral in the Abbey was becoming clear

to her. She was doubtless a reader of the Family Herald or the

London Journal. “ But 'e married into a good fam’ly, didn't ’ e ?

Lidy Glynne's darter . Fancy ! ” The young man however was

incapable of either fancy or imagination, and at the time I left the

boat he was still preserving a Carlylean silence, although his arm

had stolen round her waist as if in appreciation of his companion's

political intelligence. During these long pauses I overheard

snatches of conversation between two matronly-looking women who

sat beside me, and who were evidently discussing the same subject.

“ 'E seems to ’ave been respected a lot by a good many foreign

crowned ’eads.” “ Ah yes,” said the other, “ I seed Old Grudge

sent a telegram to ' is widder.” For the moment I was puzzled as

to the individuality of “ Old Grudge,” but a moment's reflection

revealed to me that it was the lady's way of pronouncing Kruger,

though I am convinced that the exquisite play upon the name was

quite unintentional .

The Dean of Chester stated that the bell of Chester Cathedral

was not tolled when Mr. Gladstone's body went through the railway

station because the deceased statesman had lived in the diocese of

St. Asaph , and not of Chester . The Dean has attained high position

in the Church of England , but if he had gone into the Civil Service

he must have been equally successful, and he might have been a

K.C.B. instead of a “ Very Reverend.” We can almost fancy Mr.

Chamberlain eulogising him as “ permanent and not political," for

the attempt to fix a man who had been four times Prime Minister of

England down to the trumpery little diocese of St. Asaph would not

have occurred to anybody except to a man who had ceased, after the

manner of Civil Servants, to think for himself on the questions

of the hour.

Before I bring to an end these rambling remarks, I should like

just to say one word on the subject of Mr. Gladstone's oratory. I

see The Times, that organ of " lost causes and forsaken beliefs , "

has already begun to belittle his reputation in this respect, and has

asked its readers to instance one memorable phrase, or epigrammatic
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utterance that we owe to him . Then there is the inevitable comparison

to Burke—the man who sent his hearers to sleep --and Mr. Gladstone

becomes, from The Times point of view , second-rate , if not third-rate .

But surely oratory is not literature, and the triumph of the orator is

like the triumph of the actor—immediate , and dependent on the

voice and manner as much as to the things said . Mr. Gladstone

himself, in a conversation with Lord Tennyson, emphasised the fact

that for this very reason oratory was inferior to poetry or prose, and

he is possibly right. But no one, who has been under the spell of

a great orator , connects epigrams or original turns of thoughts with

their recollection of the charm they experienced. It was , probably,

the power of investing the most commonplace thoughts and opinions

with the glow of personality that impressed us and carried us

away. Canon Liddon , when preaching in St. Paul's , used sometimes,

after a lengthened exposition of an opponent's position , to make a

significant pause , then pull himself together, take one or two steps to

the rear , and there would ring through the Cathedral in his clear

bell-like voice the simple words , “ Never mind .” He bid defiance

to his enemies, and so did we who were listening to him , stimulated

and invigorated by the genius he put into the mere enunciation of

these words, by the tons of courage which his delivery seemed to put

into us , making us all feel, at least for a time, as if we could move

mountains. That is the true test of oratory, and not the judgment

of history on the written words . As Mr. Balfour eloquently said in

the House of Commons : “ The words, indeed, are there, lying side

by side with the words of lesser men , in an equality as if of death ;

but the spirit , the fire, the inspiration are gone, and he who could

alone revive, he who alone could show us what these words really

were, or reproduce them for us, has now been taken away.”

During the last twenty years , I have heard Mr. Gladstone make

many great speeches, both in the House of Commons and in the

country ; and the visible effect on others , the felt effect on me, have

been due to the voice , the manner, the spirit , the splendid courage

of the man, and , only in quite a lesser degree, to the literary

excellence of the language. I remember one afternoon, in “ after

office hours,” travelling all the way to Birmingham to hear Mr.

Gladstone in the Bingley Hall . When I arrived at the hall, which is a

huge place—the biggest place of the kind in the country— I found

that the seat allotted to me was so far from the platform that, except

through opera glasses , I could not distinguish the personalities on

the platform . The chairman spoke first, but not a sound reached

me ; then , I think , Sir William Harcourt and Mr. John Morley, and

we heard them indeed, but it was a roar in which it was impossible

to distinguish separate words or sentences. An enthusiastic

Gladstonian from Bristol sat next to me, but he was quite happy.

“ Never mind," he said , gazing through his opera glasses , “ I can

see him, and my guinea seat is cheap at the price even if I can't
hear him ." When Mr. Gladstone himself started speaking, we

heard nothing whatever during the opening sentences ; but gradually,
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for the first time that evening, we became conscious that we could

hear distinct words, and before he had been five minutes on his

feet he had taken the measure of the building, and, with the

exception of the few words at the beginning, we heard the whole of

his speech without an effort. I was never more impressed with the

mere technical skill of Mr. Gladstone as an orator than I was at this

big meeting. The Bristol man was almost beside himself. “ His

words are reaching me," he gasped ; and , partly in gratitude , partly

in absent mindedness, handed me his strong opera glasses, as if he

thought they were the means of working the miracle. He could

scarcely credit my statement when I told him that I could hear, too.

I believe he half thought it was his own faith which had performed the

miracle.

Angelina, who has been looking over these pages, says that she

cannot understand what the disabilities are that I suffer from , and

that, until she had read what I have written , she was never aware

that I was ex officio non -political. Angelina herself comes from

Midlothian ; she has worshipped herself at the same shrine, and she

cannot or will not understand the fine distinctions I have drawn,

quite Gladstonian in their character, between blind hero -worship and

political partisanship ; nor can she realize that the one is allowed

and the other forbidden in the Civil Service . She has even the

audacity to tell me to practise what I preach . I tell her, in reply,

that during a service of twenty- four years I have only once received

a censure from the Postmaster-General for allowing my partisan

feelings to carry me away, a surely magnificent record for a man of

my temperament and opportunities; but she merely says , "Blessed

are those who are not found out,” and I am reluctantly driven to the

conclusion that if you want to avoid argument you should never

marry; and , if you are determined to eschew partisanship , you

should not, at any rate, select a wife from Midlothian. How I am

to vote in the future troubles me not a little ; and , were it not for

the cherished example of my grandfather, I should be in despair

at my own possible and voluntary disfranchisement. For As in

1875 " seems to lose all its power and charm as a battle -cry without

the living personality of Mr. Gladstone.

E. B.

66
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$ t . Martin's Letter- Bag.
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Imperial Conference on Postage Rates.

S we go to press, we learn that the final arrangements for

this Conference, which has been convened to consider the

question of postage rates within the British Empire , are as follows :

The Conference will assemble in London, at the Westminster

Palace Hotel , at noon on Tuesday, the 28th of June ; and the

Duke of Norfolk, who represents the United Kingdom, will act

as Chairman . The majority of the self- governing Colonies will

be represented by their Agents-General ; but the Dominion of

Canada will be represented by its Postmaster-General, and India

by the Postmaster -General of Bengal , Mr. Herman Kisch .

The Conference is empowered to deal with questions of weighty

and far reaching importance ; and the result of its deliberations

will be awaited with keen interest. We shall hope to refer again

to the subject in our next issue .

Mr. Gladstone and the Post Office Savings Bank.

' HERE is one branch of the Post Office whose origin and

progress is due to Mr. Gladstone. to him

Chancellor of the Exchequer that Mr. C. W. Sikes , of Huddersfield,

in September, 1859 , addressed his memorable letter recommending

the establishment of a Chief Savings Bank in connexion with the

Post Office. When Mr. Sikes's plan ,modified , altered and improved

by Messrs. Scudamore and Chetwynd , had been put into a workable

shape , Mr. Gladstone , in February , 1861 , introduced into the House

of Commonsa bill which ultimately became the Post Office Savings
Bank Act. He moved the second reading in a speech of some

length ; defended the details of the bill in Committee against an

obstinate phalanx of supporters of Trustee Savings Banks, advocates

of laissez-faire, bankers and others ; and watched over the progress

of the measure until it became law. All the important changes and

developments of the Post Office Savings system are more or less

closely associated with Mr. Gladstone's name, from the Act 26

Vict . C. 14, which he carried through the House of Commons in

1863 , to the Savings Bank bill of 1893 , which was backed by him

and became law during his fourth administration. In 1864 he

introduced the Government Annuities bill and carried it , shorn of

some provisions , in spite of the prolonged opposition of the friends

of Insurance Companies and Friendly Societies.

later, when Prime Minister for the second time, he moved in June

Sixteen years
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1880 , the second reading of a bill intended to raise the limits of

ordinary deposits and to enable depositors to invest in Government

Stock . The former part of the bill was postponed and ultimately

abandoned , but the clauses enabling depositors to buy and sell

Stock became law. During the same administration an Act was

passed giving further facilities in connexion with Annuities and

Insurances, and one consequence of this Act was the direct union

of the Annuity and Insurance business of the Post Office with the

Savings Bank branch . Mr. Gladstone's latest legislative achieve

ment in connexion with the Post Office Savings Bank has been

already mentioned . By the Act of 1893 the limits of ordinary

deposits and of Stock investments were raised, and Mr. Gladstone's

efforts for the promotion of thrift through the agency of the Post

Office, which had extended over a period of more than thirty years,

were brought to a satisfactory conclusion almost contemporaneously
with the close of his political career. However his opinions on

great political questions may have changed from time to time , on

the subject of the Post Office Savings Bank it may be said of him :

Servetur ad imum

Qualis ab incepto processerit et sibi constet.

Mr. Gladstone's interest in the subject was not confined to

Parliament . He caused Mr. Sikes to be knighted for promoting the

idea, and he found time to read , and occasionally to communicate

with the writers of articles on the Post Office Savings Bank that

appeared in Reviews and Encyclopædias .

THE

we

Some Gladstone Letters.

'HE following letters will doubtless be of great interest to our

readers.

“ April 2 , 1855 .

“ DEAR MR. Hill, - When were discussing the stamp

question I understood from you that the proportions of net and

gross post office revenue had not changed very greatly from the

first establishment of the penny post, or at any rate for a series

of years . Could you kindly supply me with the figures which

will show this ? I think the fact throws some considerable light

upon the question-no very easy one—at what minimum rate the

public can afford to carry .

“ Has the proportion of newspapers and letters increased ,

diminished, or remained stationary since 1840 ?-I remain, my dear

Sir , very truly yours,

6 W. E. GLADSTONE .

“ Rowland Hill , Esq."

“ Hawarden , April 2 , 1879 .

“ MY DEAR SIR,-I am much touched by the desire which ,

as I learn from you, was expressed by Sir Rowland Hill, that I

should be invited to his funeral, and were I a younger and a less

occupied man, I should not hesitate to make the journey to
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London for the purpose of acting as a pall- bearer, which you
kindly designated forme . But I had to make a journey to town

last week, and I have another next week . I have only just disposed

of the great amount of correspondence which my , few days of

absence or indisposition cause me.

“ Under these circumstances I am sure you will feel that it is

not from indifference that I ask you to excuse me.

“ It was my principle and pleasure at important functions to

co - operate with Sir R. Hill , and to support him in the development

of his enlightened views , as well as to be the organ of an universal

sentiment of gratitude at the period of his retirement . In some

respects I think his lot was peculiarly happy, even among public

benefactors; for his great plan ran like wildfire through the

civilised world, and never perhaps was a local invention ( for such

it was) and improvement applied in the lifetime of the author to

the advantage of such vast multitudesof his fellow - creatures.

“ With a feeling of deep respect for his memory, I remain , my

dear Sir, faithfully yours,

" W. E. GLADSTONE.

“ Frederick Hill , Esq."

Mr. Gladstone's interest was not, however, limited to the work

of the department. He was staying with Lord Wolverton at a

time when that nobleman was Postmaster -General , and with his

usual thirst after literature of a major and minor description, he

took up a copy of Blackfriars, St. Martin's immediate predecessor,

which was lying on Lord Wolverton's table , and devoured its

contents . We understand the particular number contained a paper

on The Oxford Movement, and the title no doubt was attractive

to him .
But he was kind enough to send us, through Lord

Wolverton , his congratulations and his appreciation of our efforts,

and this was at a time when he was absorbed in his Home Rule

proposals . Later on, when Mr. Gladstone was in opposition, Mr.

E. A. Martin, the bibliographer of Gilbert White and writer of other

works, wrote an article in Blackfriars on “ The Question of theHour,"
and a copy of the Magazine again found its way into Mr. Gladstone's

hands. The article was written from the point of view of a

Unionist who had still an open mind on certain features of the

Home Rule proposals . Mr. Martin received the following com

munication from Mr. Gladstone:

“ SIR ,—I thank you for your manly and straightforward article.

It describes a process that I believe to have been completed in

many minds, and proceeding in many more.

Your reference to the past is also very kind,

“Yours, faithful and obt. ,

6 W. E. GLADSTONE.”

Of course, letters from Mr. Gladstone are in the possession of

thousands of men and women, and we have only published these

particular specimens because of their local interest and because

they are pleasing to ourselves.
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The Duke of Norfolk and Mr. Gladstone's Funeral.

ROMAN Catholic correspondent writes to the Daily Chronicle :

“ The Duke of Norfolk , to whom has fallen the honourable

task of arranging the details of Mr. Gladstone's funeral, was, strange

to say, first heard of publicly in connection with the departed states

man. The Duke was little more than a boy when Cardinal Newman,

under whom he was educated at the Oratory School, in Birmingham ,

sat down to reply to Mr. Gladstone's indictment against the Vatican

Decrees ; this he did in the form of a " Letter to the Duke of

Norfolk . ' In the course of the letter he refers to Mr. Gl: dstone as

possessing ‘ so religious a mind , ' a tribute which the Duke must have

often hadreason to recall during the past days .

Although Cardinal Newman replied to Mr. Gladstone in this

' Letter, ' he by no means shared the bitter feelings with which Mr.
Gladstone was regarded by the greater number of Roman

Catholics . ' I offended all my Irish Protestant friends by dis

establishing their Church, and now none of my Irish Catholic friends

will own me—except one Bishop ,' Mr. Gladstone used to complain.

That was the late Bishop Moriarty of Kerry . But Newman wrote at

the time to Dr. Russell (an uncle of Lord Russell of Killowen ), who

was then President of Maynooth , in a pacifying strain . He said it

was not against the bulk of English, much less of Irish , Catholics

that Gladstone had written , but against the very men whom he , the

Cardinal himself, had denounced as extremists , and as men who had

• set the house on fire.' Be that as it may , it is interesting to know

that the Duke of Norfolk, in the activities of the last few days , has

been able to do not only his duty as Earl Marshal , but also to add

another link to the close and long chain attaching together the names

of Newman and Gladstone."

I

The Pension List.

THINK it was Lord Beaconsfield, or Mr. Disraeli , rather, who

once said that “ in the Church and at the polling booth all men

are equal.” He would have been a good deal nearer the mark if he

had substituted the churchyard for the Church. The pension list may

be regarded as the churchyard of the Civil Service, for therein lie

buried both great and small, without the least attempt at separation

or selection . In the establishment list of our own department there

is a great gulf fixed between Postmaster-General and Postman ,

Secretary and Sorter, Surveyor and Sub- Postmaster. But in the

pension list each lies cheek by jowl with the other, the Postmaster

being constantly jostled by the Postman, the Controller by the

Clerk , the Superintendent by the Sorting Clerk . Thus, in the

pension list included in the current year's estimates, we have a

Secretary sandwiched in between a Counterman and an Assistant

Superintendent of Telegraphs; a Surveyor between a Postman and

a Sorter ; a Superintending Telegraph Engineer betweentwo Rural

Postmen ; an Accountant between two Postmen ; and a Chief Clerk
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cheek by jowl with a Labourer. The pension list is a great leveller ,

and I shouldn't wonder if our friend Mr. Fischer finds himself

sandwiched in between a Telegraphist and a Tube Attendant in

next year's estimates.

The largest pension granted during the year was £766 135. 4d . ;

the smallest was two pounds and fivepence. The former was granted

to William Robert Mitford, Secretary of the Post Office for Scotland ;

the latter to Arthur Reynolds, formerly a Postman of Woodford

Green , who retired in 1872 , and entered the Metropolitan Police

Force. An increased pension of seven shillings and a penny was

granted to Jonathan Goode, Postman of Hinckley. Other notable

pensions were: £533 6s. 8d . , granted to John P. Lambert, Surveyor

of the South Wales District ;£510 135. 4d . , to David Lumsden,

Submarine Cable Superintendent; £443 6s . 8d. to Blackwood

Hallowes, Accountant, Dublin ; £ 417 175. 4d . to Edward Blakeney,

Postmaster of Bath ; and £400 to Thomas Arnall, Postmaster of
Oxford . The oldest pensioner appears to have been 76 ; the

youngest 26 ; while the longest term of service was 54 years (a

Postwoman ) and the shortest 11 years , which seems a favourite age

for retirement . There is a service of 51 years , in the case of Jane

Stephens , Postmistress of Pershore , who retired at the age of 74, so

that the ladies “ have it ,” as well in point of age as of length of

service. There were no fewer than eight retirements over the age of

70, and thirty-one at 65 and over, a state of things which is not

likely to recur under the condition of matters now obtaining. Sixty

five will henceforth be the extreme limit, unless in the case of an

“ indispensable,” and sixty rather than seventy will be the “ allotted

span ” of the great body of the Civil Service of the future . Nor

can anyone grumble, provided always he has “ put in ” his forty

years , although the pension list will not be such interesting reading
as it is now .

There was , until recently, a sad uniformity as to the cause of

retirements, viz . , " age” and “ ill -health .” These of course still

predominate ; but a comparatively new cause, “inability to dis

charge efficiently the duties of his Office," has sprung up. This

may be assumed to be what, in the Inland Revenue list , is described

by the single word " inefficiency," a complaint which seems to be

wholly unknown in the Customs Department, where “ advanced
age and “ ill -health account for all the retirements. When we

come to look at the pensions “ ceased , ” we find the painfully uniform

cause , “ died , ” which brings a sense of sadness to those who can

look back forty years or more. The present list is fruitful of the

names of those who have helped to make the history of the Post

Office : Herbert Joyce, C.B., late Third Secretary ; R. O. Anderson,

late Controller at Dublin ; Frederick Rowland Jackson, late Con

troller of the Money Order Office ; and others who might be

mentioned , including the historical Moses Nobbs, who may be
described as " the last of the Mail Guards. " We have, too, some

“ far-off ” names, such as Henry Chenery, sometime Postmaster of
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Carnarvon , whom I well remember in connection with the Mail

Office, more than thirty years ago ; Alexander N. Shillingford, also

of the Mail Office, and latterly Postmaster of the Northern District ;

and John C. Chambers , who joined the Magnetic Telegraph Company

so long ago as 1852 , and was Superintending Engineer of the North

Eastern District .

But the saddest feature of the list of pensions ceased is the

number of names it contains which are also to be found in the

list of pensions granted , i.e. , persons who died within the year,

of whom Mr. Chambers was one. There are no fewer than thirty

such cases , the length of service ranging from 42 , 40, 37 and

30 down to 11 years . A more eloquent plea on behalf of the

“ Deferred Pay ” movement could not be conceived. One Officer

had earned a pension of over £160 a year by 37 years' service , but

it died with him , and he could only have enjoyed it for a few

months. It is difficult to believe that there is not at least a moral

claim on behalf of the widow and orphans in a case such as this.

All the other cases would be equally hard, although the service may
have been shorter in some, and the pension earned smaller . These

things are relative , and the hardship in the case of a Postman is

just as great as in the case of a Postmaster, and may be greater.

The concession of what are called “ Marriage Gratuities ” may be a

step in the direction of granting Deferred Pay to the widows and

orphans of deceased officers. No one, I am sure, grudges a

marriage portion to his sister officer," when she quits the service

for a more congenial sphere , even if she has neither age nor long

servitude to support her claim . But it looks like beginning at the

wrong end to dower the brides and disendow the widows. The

Deferred Pay movement has united the whole Civil Service as no

movement of the kind has ever done before, and it has helped to

explode the notion that Civil Servants are the only people who enjoy

pensions in this country, if it has not shown that there are more

liberal pension schemes outside the Service than in it . If the

movement is carried on with wisdom and moderation , it is difficult

to believe that it will not succeed one day, and perhaps sooner than

most people expect. Civil Servants may then have to pay a little

towards their pensions ; but that will be no hardship, as it will do

away with the necessity for, or act in the reduction of, Life

Insurance. R. W. J.

Cardinal Wiseman and the Post Office.

IN
N Mr. Wilfrid Ward's 6 Life of Cardinal Wiseman he quotes,

as a sample of the Cardinal's interest in matters outside his

own special studies, a letter addressed to Mr. Rowland Hill, as

Secretary to the Post Office at the time of the division of London

into postal districts , on the subject of renaming the streets .

Cardinal Wiseman pointed out the difficulty of ascertaining the

divisional letter to be added to addresses , and that the difficulty
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would be increased by the proposed change in the names of many

streets . To meet this he suggested a plan which would obviate, as

he thought , some embarrassments, viz.: that all new names in the

W.C. district should begin with A or B , in the E.C. district with

C or D, and so on through the alphabet , two or three initial letters

being appropriated to each district. If, however, this plan “ should
be considered too material,” he suggested as an alternative that the

new names of streets should be taken for the S.W. district , which

contained the Palace and Houses of Parliament, from sovereigns ,

statesmen , and politicians ; for the W.C. district, which contained

the National Gallery , Museum, and Law Inns, from the names of
artists, and judges ; for the E.C. district from bankers and

merchants, and so on ; and he thought this plan would be " very

educational.” Mr. Hill was commanded by the Postmaster-General

to thank the Cardinal for his communication, of which , subject to

the writer's approval , it was proposed to send a copy to the

Metropolitan Board of Works, with whom the decision of the

question rested , and , the Cardinal's assent having been given , it
may be assumed the copy was sent . It is curious that Mr. Hill

began his reply— “ Your Eminence " —thus avoiding the usual ·
address , “ My Lord Cardinal.” Was it that the Secretary had

before his eyes the fear of the Ecclesiastical Titles ' Act of 1851 ?

With reference to the above , the following letter received at the

General Post Office in 1856 will not be without interest . At any

rate the style is a thing of beauty .

“ Sir,-i beg to transmit to you , as a competent authority to pro

nounce on its appositeness, a proposition to subserve the presentand

prospective intitulating of streets, squares, etc. , throughout the capital
(cities , boroughs, and environs inclusive) for distinctive guidance .

“ Let there emanate from the Postmaster General numerical im

ponent for each new named (and, as occasion arises, to be named)

fibre of the entire metropolis .

“ This, in itself furnishing a desiderated distinction , would, in the

event of eliminating recurrent names of streets, etc. , be means of

maintainment of their respective identity when change shall be

determined from old names to new .”

66

Ask a Postmaster.

HE Post Office is continually adding to its duties and to its

capacities for usefulness , but scarcely in proportion to the

public demand . The following letters received by the Postmasters

of two well -known seaside resorts indicate what is expected of us by

the English people :

June ist.

Miss P. would feel much obliged if the Postmaster would

kindly inform her if dogs have still to be muzzled at Eastbourne and

whether the order is likely to be soon taken off; also if the band

plays regularly once or twice a day on the parade.
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7th December, 1897 .

DEAR SIR , -I propose going to Sea, and am desirous of getting

into the employ of a real good steamship company to start. I there

fore beg to ask if you will kindly favour me with the names and

addresses of three or four of the largest, best, and most important

steamship companies in to whom you would recommend me

to apply for a berth . When naming the best companies, please de

scribe separately what kind of steamers each has, whether passenger

steamers, or cargo steamers, and to what direction , as a rule, the

steamers of each company run, whether across the Atlantic , to

America, or to places in the Mediterranean , or elsewhere. If possible

I should also like to know about what number of tons the cargo

steamers of the largest companies carry, and to what countries as a

rule , they generally run . I shall feel very thankful for full informa

tion.

Yours, &c.

P.S.—None but large and good companies need be named.

P.S. No. 2.—What kind, small or large , is the steamship

company ; and where, as a rule, do the vessels of this company run ?

M

A Novel Mail Boat.

R. N. TULLOCH , of Edinburgh, sends us the following

particulars :-During the winter months the Islanders on

“ lone St. Kilda ” are cut off from all intercourse with the outer

world . Some days ago a crofter at Knockintorran , North Uist, while

engaged in taking seaweed from the shore for manure, picked up a

small buoy floating on the water. On the buoy were painted in

white letters the words, “ To be opened.” Obeying the injunction,

the finder discovered five letters and five penny pieces, with a request

that whoever found the letters would post them at the nearest post

office. The distance between St. Kilda and the point of landing was

about 60 miles ; and the buoy had taken eight days to accomplish

the journey.

The Romance of a Post Card.

N the 17th January a lady in Edinburgh wrote a post card to a

friend at Roseneath Terrace in that city, and dropped it into

the Dalry Post Office. The card ran as follows : “ Dear Janie ,-I

shall come by tram and will meet you in the lobby or cloak -room at

6.30 to-night. D. is coming at 7.30 . Ever Yours, - ." After an

interval of more than two months, the card was delivered at its

destination enclosed in an envelope which bore the postmark of

the Buenos Ayres Post Office. It was accompanied by the following

O

verses :

This wandering post -card came

In the folds of a weekly paper,

And Roseneath Terrace was sought

Many leagues beyond the equator.
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It dropped, like a falling star,

On the pampas lone and vast,

With its tale of a tramway car

Six-thirty come and past

Of the maiden waiting and watching

With a frown quite painful to see ,

But with eyes grown dim as she tenderly thought,

Of " seven -thirty ” and “ D.”

How the wily Gaucho gazed

On that card from over the sea ,

As he conjured up some fairy form

And softly whispered to me

“ Qué tal es la novia, chí ” .

“ Es linda muchacha, " said I.

He fixed his gaze on the setting sun

And silently closed one eye .

That journey “ right round " appealed

To the sensitive heart of the finder,

Whose profession , like Jacob's of old ,

simple mutton minder."Is a

* * *

The fire - flies have lit their lamps

To watch o'er an exile's head,

With the Southern Cross and the calm old moon,

Good night ! I am off to bed .

IM

The Queen and the Methodist Postmaster.

N the Diamond Jubilee Number of the Methodist Recorder

reference was made to a curious little story about a gingham

umbrella which was lent by the Sub-Postmaster of Whippingham

to Her Majesty when she and the Prince Consort first went to live

in the Isle of Wight.

In a subsequent number of the Recorder, Mr. William Groves,

the son of the old Postmaster (who was also sexton of Whippingham ),

told “ the real story of the famous umbrella . ”

The following is an extract from his letter :

My father was standing at his door when a Londoner came up and

called his attention to the fact that it was about to rain , and that the

Queen and the Prince Consort were some distance off, and had no

umbrella. My father went after them , and, as it was raining, offered

the use of his umbrella. The offer was accepted, and he was

requested to accompany the Queen and Prince to Osborne House.

He did so, and the Royal pair spoke pleasantly to him on the road .

When my father reached Osborne House with the Queen and

Z
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Prince he was sent to the kitchen , and somerefreshments were given

him. In a few minutes £ 5 was brought to him.

“ Oh, no,” said he, “ I do not want any £ 5 . "

“ But you must have it, ” he was told, “ the Queen has sent it, you

cannot refuse what she gives. ” And reluctantly enough he was

compelled to take the money. The umbrella is now in my

possession, though it is all the worse for wear.

The Queen obtained possession of Osborne by an exchange of

estates — Osborne could not be purchased — and my father became
her tenant. From that time until 1878 she never visited Osborne

without calling at the Post Office to talk to her tenants.

JB

WHIPPINGHAM POST OFFICE.

My sister was born deaf and dumb, and through the Queen's

influence she was sent to the Deaf and Dumb Institution in the Old

Kent Road, London. Here she was known as “ the Queen's child . ”

In course of time she was married to a deaf mute, and an unhappy

married life ending in separation, she returned to her parents at

Whippingham with the seed of consumption deeply rooted in her

system. Previous to her marriage she made the greater part of the

woollen boots and clothing for the Royal infants , and other articles

for the Queen's own wear .

On one occasion Her Majesty gave an order for some work, which

came to 245. This, when finished, was taken to Osborne House, and

the Queen, having had the work and bill handed to her, sent out

double theamount with this message, “ the money will be useful to

your parents.” I need hardly say it was.

The front room at Whippingham Post Office was usually set out
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a

with my sister's Berlin wool work, and the Queen never visited

Osborne House without coming to the Post Office and purchasing

the whole of the stock . The Royal family at this time were only

young, and required many woollen articles of dress .

When my sister returned ill and broken down, the Queen , while in

the island , was a frequent visitor, and spent much time speaking to

her in the deaf and dumb language, never allowing anyone to

interpret for her. When my sister was on her dying bed , Her

Majesty came to see her, and, to revive her , gave my sister a

smelling bottle (also in my possession) . She also gave her

devotional book in which was inscribed “ Victoria . ” At her last

visit, before going to Balmoral, knowing she should never see her

again in this world , the Queen bent down and kissed the dying

woman, and then went downstairs. As though she had forgotten

something , Her Majesty returned , bade her “ good bye " again ,

kissed her once more, and left for Balmoral. Before leaving

she placed a five pound note in my father's hand . My sister died,

and was buried in Whippingham Churchyard.

Prior to this, the trouble with respect to my sister affected my

mother's health very deeply, and while talking to the late Prince

Leopold and his medical adviser, she fell down and died . The

Prince and his medical adviser gently lifted the inanimate body and

placed it on a couch near at hand . It was supposed that heart

disease was the cause of death, and to spare the Prince's feelings no

inquest was held . What she was talking about we do not know, but

in all probability it would be the ill-treatment of her daughter by her

husband .

The occurrence was reported to Her Majesty, and she at once

went to the house of mourning, where, after a few words of kindly

womanly sympathy, she handed my father an envelope. On her

departure the envelope was opened , and found to contain a five

pound note. Within a day or two my father met the Queen in

the road ; she stopped and spoke to him . He thanked her for

the money, and said, “ Now, your Majesty, I shall be able to have a

brick grave.” I mention this for a reason which will be found later on .

Onone occasion during my mother's lifetime the Queen one day

came in whilst she was ill, and , handing her with her own gracious

hands a small jar, said : “ Mrs. Groves , I have brought you a pudding ;

I think you will enjoy it. ” I happened to be there at the time, or

perhaps should not have heard of this.

Her Majesty intended to be present at the funeral of my mother ,

and inquired the hour of interment. She was told the hour the

party would be at the graveside, and left, evidently believing it was

the hour at which they would leave the house, for when the

mourners were returning to the Post Office, she met them and

exclaimed , “ Oh, dear, is it over ? ” She was informed that it was,

whereupon Her Majesty walked to the churchyard , and beckoning

me to her (in accordance with a Hampshire custom I was still at

the graveside with my brothers) , asked

1
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“ Is there any water in the grave ? ”

No, your Majesty," I replied.

“ Is it a brick grave ? ” she further asked , and on receiving a

reply in the affirmative, walked away after a few more kind words,

apparently satisfied .

The reason Her Majesty asked these questions was that my

father had told her that the churchyard was a wet one, and she

could not see the bricks of the grave at the top, evidently thinking

a brick grave and a vault were one and the same thing.

This occurred in January, 1873. In the month of February,

1879, my father died . Three days before his death Her Majesty

called at the Post Office, and after talking with the dying man, as

only a bereaved woman can talk , kindly handed him a fourth and

last five pound note .

For the last ten years of his life my father was allowed to live

rent free at Whippingham Post Office, by Her Majesty's orders, on

account of his failing health.

In conclusion, I may mention that on thedeath of my father

the old Post Office was pulled down, but , by Her Majesty's orders,

the ivy with which it was covered was carefully removed, and when

the present structure was substituted the ivy was replaced.

The house in which my father was born, and where my grand

father lived many years, is inside the Osborne grounds. It is now a

picturesque ruin , overgrown with ivy, near what is called Wood

house. The Prince Consort fancied the ruins, and the Queen

1

preserves them.

The Ingenuity of the Post Office.

HE following letter from Mr. J. Wells Thatcher, of

T
the 25th May :

“ SIR, -Ithink I have received the most remarkably addressed

envelope ever posted . The letter has gone the round of my

neighbours , and has duly reached me, for whom it was intended. It

is addressed as follows :

To the Elderly Gentleman,

On or near whose lawn several

Intermentssupposed tobe Anglo-Saxon

Have been lately discovered

Living at or near Purley,

or Sanderstead, Surrey.

My correspondent, who does not know me, heard me talking in the

train about some antiquarian matter which appears to have deeply

interested him . I must not give his name without his permission,

but he says in relation to his form of addressing me : - I now come

to address the envelope. I must further apologize for the strange

way in which this is done, but I have the greatest faith in the

ingenuity of the English Post Office and its praiseworthy postmen .'"
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Llanfairpwllgwyngyll, &c. , &c . , &c .

ELOW is a picture of the Post and Relay Office of the

village in Anglesey which boasts the longest name in the

United Kingdom . The building on the left, with the verandah ,

was, until November, 1895 , a toll house on the Holyhead and

Chester Road, the last highway upon which tolls were collected .

J.B.

THE LLANFAIRPWLL POST OFFICE.

We are indebted to Mr. J. E. A. Sorrell , of the said Post and Relay

Office, for both picture and particulars .

The following is a copy of a telegram sent to this village from

Chepstow on 2nd March , 1888:

Going to Llanfairpwilgungwllgogerhwllclydiligogogoch ; shall be
home by 4.30 ."

The Surveyor was asked by the Postmaster if this was the correct

name of the place, and sent the following answer :

“ It is an attempt at the name, but is evidently not written by a

Welshman ; the spelling is incorrect, and , but for the joke of the

thing, the ordinary abbreviation · Llanfairpwll' would have been

better. The full name correctly written I give below :

' Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerchwyrnydrobwll llandisilliogogogoch .'”

Lord Playfair.

HE late Lord Playfair, who died on May 30th at the age of 79,

was better known as a man of science than in the political

or official world , but his brief tenure of the Postmaster-Generalship

(probably the shortest on record ) is not forgotten at the Post Office,

THE
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and was regarded by himself as an interesting and pleasant episode

in his long career . He succeeded Mr. Monsell ( Lord Emly) in

the autumn of 1873, and resigned in the following February on the

defeat of Mr. Gladstone's Government at the General Election ;

but during the time he was in office he cleared up a good many

questions which his predecessor was unable , or unwilling, to deal

with . As Postmaster-General he presided at the opening of the

General Post Office, West, in January, 1874 . He was Chairman of

the Civil Service Commission of 1876, and the scheme devised by

the Commissioners for the reorganization of the Civil Service is

generally known by his name. After the General Election of 1880

he was for three years Chairman of Committees of the House of

Commons, and in 1886 Vice-President of the Council for a few

months. Lord Playfair came of a Scotch family, many members of

which have distinguished themselves in the army, in medicine, and

in other walks of life.

We take the following from the Daily News: “ The late Lord

Playfair used to tell with great relish of an amusing experience he

once encountered in Canada. Strolling with semi-scientific aim

among some phosphate diggings , he cameacross a Scotch quarryman,

with whom he fell into interesting talk . The quarryman proved to

be quite capable of discussing abstruse subjects intelligently, and,

while talking, he mentioned incidentally that Dr. Lyon Playfair said

so-and-so . Lord Playfair was Dr. Lyon Playfair in those days . He

revealed his identity to the quarryman, and expressed astonishment

he should be of repute in this comparatively remote part of the

world. “Man ,' was the answer, “yer name's travelled further than

ever yer wee legs 'll carry yer.' ”

TH

Lines on the Penny Postage.

'HE following lines were popular about the year 1840, when

Sir Rowland Hill introduced the uniform penny rate of

postage . They are said to be the production of Mr. James Beaton :

Something I want to write upon, to scare away each vapour

The “ Penny Postage” shall I try ? Why, yes, I'll write on paper.

Thy great invention, Rowland Hill , each person loudly hails ;

The females they are full of it , and so are all the mails ;

This may be called the “ Penny Age, ” and those who are not mulish,

Are daily growing “ penny wise,” though not, I hope , pound foolish.

We've penny blacking, penny plays, penny mags, for information ,

And now a “ Penny Post ” which proves we've lots of penetration .

Their love-sick thoughts by this new act may Lucy , Jane, or Mary,

Array in airy-diction from Johnson's dictionary.

Each maid will for the postman watch the keyhole like a cat,

And spring towards the door whene'er there comes a big rat-tat .

And lots of paper will be used by every scribbling elf,

That each should be a paper manufacturer himself.

To serve all with ink enough they must have different plans;
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They must start an “ Ink walk ” just like milk, and serve it round in

cans.

The letters in St. Valentine so vastly will amount,

Postmen may judge them by the lot , they won't have time to count ;

They must bring round spades and measures, to poor love-sick souls

Deliver them by bushels, the same as they do coals.

As billet-doux will so augment, the mails will be too small,

So omnibuses they mustuse, or they can't carry all ;

And ladies pleasure will evince, instead of any fuss,

To have their lovers' letters all delivered with a 'bus !

Mail-coachmen are improving much in knowledge of the head ,

For like the letter which they take , they're themselves all over red.
Postmen are “ men of letters too ; each one's a learned talker,

And 'cause he reads the diction’ry, the people call him “ Walker . "

Handwriting now of every sort the connoisseur may meet ;

Though a running hand, I think , does not give postmen running
feet.

They who can't write will make their mark when they a line are

dropping,

And where orthography is lame , of course it will “ come hopping ."

Invention is progressing so , and soon it will be seen,

That conveyance will be quicker done than it has ever been ;

A plan's in agitation-as nought can genius fetter

To let us have the answer back, before they get the letter .

W

The Dunedin (New Zealand) Postal Staff.

E have great pleasure in reproducing a copy of the “ Diamond

Jubilee Shield ," showing the total strength of the Dunedin

Staff in 1897. The number is 51 and is comprised as follows :—28

Clerks and Cadets including the Chief Postmaster, 20 Letter Carriers

and 3 messengers. The letter carriers form the border round the

picture, while those holding the places of honour have their positions
described after their names. We are indebted to Mr. W. H. Ferens

of the Dunedin Postal Staff for the picture.

OM

Mr. P. M. Berkeley.

N the occasion of his recent transfer from the Surveyorship of

the North-Western to that of the Eastern District, Mr. P. M.

Berkeley was, on the 28th April last , entertained to luncheon at the

“ Old Bull ” Hotel, Blackburn , by a committee of Postmasters.

After luncheon Mr. Berkeley was made the recipient of a handsome

testimonial in the form of a travelling dressing case, with silver and

ivory fittings, and a silver -cased travelling clock suitably inscribed ,

from the Head Postmasters, past and present, who have served under

him in the North -Western District, as a token of the esteem and

respect in which Mr. Berkeley is held. A number of letters from

absent Postmasters were read by Mr. Spencer James ( Accrington) ,

referring in eulogistic terms to Mr. Berkeley's invariable courtesy
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and kindness, and showing that he leaves the “ North-Western ” with

the hearty good wishes of all who have had official relationship with

him.

Sir Henry Fischer, C.M.G.

HE late Controller of the Central Telegraph Office has had

honours showered upon him since he left St. Martin's-le

Grand. No sooner was his retirement announced than he was

offered by Lord Tweeddale a seat at the Board of the Eastern

Telegraph Company ; and he was included among those on whom

the honour of knighthood was conferred on Her Majesty's birthday

in May last. Perhaps the K.C.B. or K.C.M.G. would have looked

more imposing, but a knighthood conferred outside the charmed

circle is something to be proud of, and is an honour to the whole

Telegraph Service. Sir Henry Fischer, from his long experience of

practical telegraphy, and his unique position in connection with the

Telegraph Conferences of the past quarter of a century, will be an

ideal director of one of our greatest cable enterprises, and the

Eastern Company is to be congratulated on securing his services.

Mr. W. W. Richmond Powell.

'HE retirement of Mr. W. W. Richmond Powell , Surveyor of

the North Midland District, is unfortunately due to other

causes than length of service or of days. He is a comparatively

young man, and has for some years past been afflicted with that

mostdistressing malady, insomnia. Of late his trouble has become

more acute, and he has at length felt it to be only fair to the

Department to hand in his resignation. Mr. Powell is physically

one of the most powerful men in the service ; a well known member

of the Alpine Club, a fearless climber, and an indefatigable walker ;

and the same enthusiasm which he displayed in outdoor matters he

showed in his official work. His regret at being obliged to put off

his harness whilst still in the prime of life is very keen, and is

heartily shared by all those who were fortunate enough to work

with him or under him, to whom he has endeared himself by his

many acts of thoughtful consideration . We sincerely trust that,

with relief from the constant worries inseparable from official

life, he may find relief from his other troubles.

Like so many men of note in the Service, Mr. Powell began his

official career in the Savings Bank . He was appointed in 1867 , and

ten years later became a Surveyor's clerk , a position, perhaps , more
highly esteemed in those days than at the present time. He

succeeded the late Mr. Fuller as Surveyor of the North Midland
District in 1893. T. R. L.

The late Colonel MacGregor.

E have to record with sincere regret the painfully sudden

death , on the 3rd May, of Lt. Col.J. P. MacGregor, whose

portrait many friends will like to see in St. Martin's- le -Grand.

James Pendarvis MacGregor was born on the ist June, 1850, and

WI
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was therefore in his forty -eighth year. He was the eldest son of the

late James MacGregor, sometime Chairman of the South Eastern

Railway Company, and M.P. for Sandwich and Deal . He was edu

cated at Marlborough, and was in the cricket eleven of that famous

school for two years, being a good bowler and a safe catch . After

being in the Savings Bank for a little over a year he was in 1870

transferred to the Secretary's Office, and rose to the rank of principal

clerk , lower section — now merged in the first class. In the same

year he joined the 49th (now the 24th) Middlesex Rifle Volunteers ,

obtaining the rank of Major in 1892 , and the hon . rank of

Lieutentant-Colonel in 1893. He resigned his commission in 1894

after completing nearly 24 years' service.

LT . -COL . MACGREGOR,

Col. MacGregor will perhaps be best known and remembered for

his admirable work in connection with the telegraph messengers. It

was considered by Sir James Ferguson that the appearance of the

lads would be much improved if they were regularly drilled , and to
Col. MacGregor was entrusted in 1892 the duty of organising and

directing the drills at first in London and subsequently in the

Provinces. Physical exercises were combined with the drills, and

general testimony has been borne to the good results which have
followed . Many of our readers will have seen the parades of over

1,000 messengers in Hyde Park, where the boys have been inspected

by, amongst other distinguished officers, the present Commander-in .

Chief ; and on each occasion the inspecting officer has expressed

himself in very complimentary terms. The work was undertaken by

Col. MacGregor entirely as a labour of love. Few know the amount
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of time and labour it involved, and weare glad to put on record this

tribute of recognition of his devoted efforts.

Col. MacGregor was at the office on the 30th April, and his death

on the 3rd May came asa great shock to his colleagues, to whom his

many good qualities had endeared him. Of a genial and kindly

disposition, he left behind him many friends and it is safe to say not

a single enemy. There were many friends at his funeral at Brompton

Cemetery, as well as about 100 telegraph messengers , who, with

their inspectors, formed a guard of honour and who spontaneously

attended as a testimony of their esteem and in recognition of the

interest he had taken in the welfare of the messenger force.

COL. MACGREGOR SURROUNDED WITH HIS DRILL INSPECTORS.

1

At the annual meeting of the Eastern Central Telegraph Mes

sengers' Institute , held on the 21st June, the Duke of Norfolk paid a

high tribute to Col. MacGregor's zeal and devotion in connection

with the drill and Institutes' work, and warmly recognised the value

of his services .

Mr. W. Montague Gattie.

R. GATTIE, whose portrait is published in this number,

and whose appointment as Surveyor was announced a

few weeks ago , has claims other than official to be noticed in our

pages. He is an Oxford man, having graduated with high

mathematical honours, and he entered the Service by open com.

petition ; but it is his fame as a chess player that we are concerned

with. Indeed , from the accounts we have heard of Mr. Gattie's

M



1

TAU

CM

th

W. A. HETHERINGTON .

(Surveyor. )

( Birmingham . )

*

W. M. GATTIE. F. WICKHAM .

( Surveyor . )

( North Midland District. )

( Assistant Controller .)

( Money Order Office. )

[ To face page 3



|1



ST . MARTIN'S LETTER BAG . 349

לי

feats of endurance at the chess table we think he should have

been included in the list of those mentioned by Mr. May as

connecting the Post Office with athletics . He formerly held the

two championship cups, viz. , that which accompanies the amateur

championship of the United Kingdom, and the “ Lowenthal Cup,"

which goes with the championship of the St. George's Chess Club.

He held the latter until May, 1890, when owing to illness he

was obliged to resign in the middle of the competition. Since

then he has played very little, except for the Post Office Chess

Club which he helped to establish , and even at this club his

appearances are few . The Surveying Establishment absorbs all

the energies which are now practically lost to the Chess World.

A Veteran Postmistress.

E extract the following from Scottish Society of the 28th May

last :

The death has just taken place of the oldest Postmistress in the

world . The venerable lady was Mrs. Brown, Postmistress of

WE

MRS. BROWN .

Auchmithie , the Musselcraig ' of Sir Walter Scott's Antiquary, a

quiet little village in Forfarshire. She died at the age of ninety

three years, and as it was her wish that she should be allowed to act

as mistress of the Post Office as long as she lived , her desire was

respected by the postal ' powers that be,' and thus the veteran dame

performed all the duties till a comparatively few days ago. Soon

after the introduction of the penny post Mrs. Brown was appointed
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the first Postmistress at Auchmithie. She was the widow of the

village schoolmaster. Her memory went back to the reception of

the news of Waterloo, the death of King George, and the coronation

of the Queen .”

A Veteran Postmaster.

R. W. J. FRIELE, late Sub - Postmaster of Munterbyrne,

Co. Tyrone, Ireland, who died in February last, was

in many respects a remarkable man. There is no doubt that he

was a centenarian ; but the age given on his death certificate ( 108)

cannot, we believe, be established with certainty. Mr. Friele was

brought up in the army : but about 70 years ago he abandoned

his first love and settled down as

schoolmaster, teaching first at Rehagey

and subsequently at the Munterbyrne

National school. His connection with the

Post Office dates from 1876 , when he

was appointed Sub-Postmaster of Mun

terbyrne, a position which he held until

his death . For more than two years he

appears to have acted in a double capacity,
at once postmaster and schoolmaster of

the village ; but in 1879 his appoint
ment as a teacher ceased. Post Office

procedure, with its strict rules and regu

lations appealed to his military instincts.

He took a great pride in the work . He

was very strict in the performance of

his official duties, and rightly considered

his office and himself to be of great im

portance to the public.

We learn from one who knew him well

that to the very last his eye was not

dimmed, and his intellect was unclouded.
MR. W. J. FRIELE. He was able to despatch the mail without

any assistance whatever to within three

weeks of his decease and he was teaching mathematical geography

on the Thursday night before his death. We have much pleasure

in giving the portrait of a truly wonderful old man .

British Postmarks.*

THEolfecitare(iot by whatever name these hardworking gentlemen
prefer to be known) is a person of infinite research . Perforations

and gum have been wrestled with and have told him in midnight

hours all their secrets, and there is perhaps little now left that a weary

* A History of British Postmarks, by J. H. Daniels ( London : Upcott

Gill, 170, Strand, W.C. , 1898. )
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world can learn about postage stamps. But the true philatelist, the

man who lives and dies for the sacred cause, is not to be daunted.

The empire of stamps is exhausted : there remain the Postmarks, a
field of enquiry as wide as the writing and posting world . So it

comes to pass that Mr. J. H. Daniels has bravely attacked a small

section of this great area of liberal knowledge, and publishes a

history of British Postmarks . This could have been no joke for the

laborious author, who takes himself and his postmarks very seriously

indeed. And truth to tell , there is evidence in this volume of

patient labour compared to which that of the ant is dilettante

dallying, and of accurate observation which in other fields would

have led Mr. Daniels to the portals of the Royal Society if not

within them . It may be that we slaves of the Post Office ring have

such a surfeit of stamps and postmarks that we find it difficult to

rise to the level of the enthusiasm which alone could sustain what

must have been the labour of years ; it may be that close acquaint

ance with these sacred emblems has, as in the case of the Sacristan

of the story, dulled our reverence for the great world to which we
minister . Be that as it may, we rejoice to beable to congratulate

Mr Daniels on his performance of what must have been a difficult

task and one which cannot fail to give useful pleasure to the many
earnest brethren of his craft.

More Manx Music.

HAT indefatigable Manxman, Mr. W. H. Gill (of the Secretary's

under a fresh debt of gratitude by the publication of a further

volume of Manx Music.* The interest in the subject of the national

music of the Isle of Man, which was created by the appearance, two

years ago, of Mr. Gill's Manx National Songs, will certainly be

stimulated by the present work. Here are pianoforte arrangements

of all the songs and ballads contained in the song book, and, in

addition, arrangements of many other songs , of carols and hymns,

and of dance tunes . The dance tunes are no doubt the least valuable

portion of the “ find ” ; but we thank Mr. Gill for rescuing them

from undeserved oblivion .

In a previous number of this Magazine, † in reviewing the songs,
we drew attention to the main characteristics of Manx music. Any

further remarks on the subject would be more or less in the nature of

repetition ; but we can now say what it was impossible to say then .
The music has borne the severest of all tests. It does not stale by

repetition ! Many of the tunes have come to stay ; they are

already old favourites, and those of us who cannot warble are glad

to welcome them in their new garb as pianoforte solos. Speaking

from personal experience we can say that, after having been hummed

* Manx National Music ; arranged for Pianoforte by W. A. Gill , London :

Boosey & Co. , 1898. Price 2/6 .

† Vol . VI . , page 490.
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and whistled and played many a score of times, these beautiful and

characteristic melodies appeal to us more and more .

The highest praise isdue to Mr. Gill for the manner in which he

has accomplished his labour of love.

M

Odds and Ends.

R. R. O’C . N. DEANE kindly consented to become the

guest of his travelling staff in the Northern District of

Scotland at dinner on the occasion of his departure to take up the

Surveyorship of the North Western District of England . It was

felt that this was a fitting opportunity for his staff to show their

appreciation of his many good qualities , and the proposal, when

broached, was most heartily taken up. Although many items were

placed on the toast list all the speeches had but one object, and it

was evident that the staff parted not only with an able and

considerate chief, but with a much valued friend.

A

In reply,

POPULAR POSTMAN ,—The 7th of April must have been

a red-letter day in the life of Mr. James D. O'Hagan, town

postman of Simm's Cross, Widnes. We learn from the Widnes

News that on the date in question a few young ladies of the district

waited on Mr. O'Hagan , who, it should be explained, was about to

relinquish his appointment, and presented him with a box of

handkerchiefs, a satchel, and several bottles of scent.

Mr. O'Hagan thanked them for their kindness, and said that he was

glad to know that he was so much respected by the gentle sex in his

district. He knew that the postman's knock brought joy and

happiness to many a weeping heart, and that many a lover's quarrel

of the previous night was changed to joy on the following day when

the postman's knock was heard . He was sorry that he had had to

offend people of the district on many occasions, but it was not

always his fault. The red tape of the department had had a lot to

do with it . He was glad to see that a postman was so respected.

L

1

was

ESS than four years since, the aged Postmaster of an Ohio

town , then still holding his office, at the end of sixty -four

years of continuous service, was able to recall the time when the

charge for one letter to be transmitted 400 miles or more

25 cents ( 1s. ) , and in commutation of this service he had at

different times received, as a just equivalent for the postage , either

2 bushels of oats, 5 dozen of eggs, 4 pounds of butter, 3 bushels of

wheat, or i } pounds of common wool .—Report of Postmaster

General of U.S.A. for 1896 .

THI
THE QUEEN has forwarded a framed portrait of herself to

Mr. Robert Taylor, Sub- Postmaster of Scarva, Co. Down,

Ireland, aged 116 years, bearing the following inscription : - “ This

picture is presented by Queen Victoria to Mr. Robert Taylor,



ST . MARTIN'S LETTER BAG.
353

Postmaster of Scarva, on his having attained an almost unprece

dented age. April , 1898." Her Majesty has also honoured Mr.

Taylor by asking him for his photograph in return .

*

TH
HE following, which speaks for itself (writes Mr. H. R. Oakey) ,

was recently received from one of the sub - officers in the

Hereford District , attached to a porterage telegram , the allowance

for the delivery of which is now gd. :

“ Sir,—This is the one we have always had a is. for. Most

difficult to get at , two very steep hills to climb, and impossible to get

anyone to go there under is . If you can't allow the is . , as in the

past , shall have to leave my work and go myself. If in the morning,

it spoils me for the whole day. “ Blessed are the merciful." "

It is, perhaps, needless to add that after this touching appeal the

quality of mercy was not strained .

* *

A
REPORT from an officer employed at one of the railway

stations during last year's Christmas pressure contained the

following peroration :

“ The van service was closely watched , and , in my opinion , would

have been adequate had the instructions to return reserve vans been

complied with As stations do not enjoy the possibilities of

reciprocal appropriation of vans, the observance of this direction,

from their point of view, is necessary to the satisfactory working of

arrangements. "
*

M following :
R. D. Boys, of Endunda, South Australia , sends us the

following :

“ When a letter came to the General Post Office addressed : · An

Honest Man, Melbourne, ' it was returned through the dead-letter

office to the sender, endorsed by a facetious postman, ‘ Not known

here. Try Heaven . ' Mr. Duffy, the Postmaster General , would

probably not be severe upon the letter-carrier who failed to deliver

that letter , but while he makes it his boast that his staff can work

wonders in the delivery of letters insufficiently or badly addressed,

it must be humiliating for him to know that a letter sent to himself

was returned recently marked ' Not known. The letter was addressed

• P.M.G., Melbourne,' and the sorter, thinking it intended for some

body with those initials, placed it amongst the letters to be delivered

when called for. Of course it was not claimed, and in due time

went to the dead-letter office, whence it was forwarded to the sender,

who despatched it once again to Mr. Duffy with the endorsement,

' I thought that at least your department would know its own chief .'

Mr. Duffy is still smiling.”
*

E regret that Mr. Scott Stokes is unavoidably prevented

from sending us the second instalment of the account of

his ride “ From St. Malo to Monte Carlo." It will appear in our

next number.

WE
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LONDON

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

Sec.'s Off.

S.O., 94

>

>

Podmore, F. Ist Cl . Clk. 3rd Cl. Clk. , '79 ; 2nd

Cl. , ’83 ; Ist Cl. ( Old

Est. ) , '92

Duff, J. Ist Cl . Clk . , Sup- 2nd Div. Clk ., S.B. , '77 ;

plementary Est. S.O. , '83 ; 2nd Cl.

Clk. , '93

Thornley, R. E. 2nd Cl . Clk . , Sup- 2nd Div. Clk ., A.G.D.,

plementary Est. '92 ; 3rd Cl . Clk. ,

Hogg, D. A. S.O. , '86 ; Asst. Clk. ,

'93 ; 3rd Cl . Clk. , '94

Gibbon , J. G. 3rd Cl. Clk. , Sup- and Div. Clk. , S.B. , '94

plementary Est.

Peebles, D. C .... 2nd Div. Clk. , S.B. , '95 ;

A.G.D. , '97

Tiver, E. A. 2nd Div. Clk ., S. B. , '94

Lewis, G. G. 2nd Div . Clk. , S.B. , '94

Hyamson, A. M. 2nd Div. Clk. , S.B. , '95

Pyle, P. F. 2nd Div. Clk. , S.B. , '94

Bell , A. G. 2nd Div. Clk. , S.B. , '95

McGowan, E. W. Sr. , L.P.S. , '95

Paterson, S. A .... 2nd Div. Clk ., S.B. , '94

Barrie, J. R. 2nd Div. Clk. , A.G.D. ,

'95

Wavish , C. F. ... 2nd Div. Clk. , S.B. , '95

Lieck , A. H. 2nd Div. Clk. , S.B. , '95

Hennequin , J. H. S.C. & T., Jersey, '91

Woollacott , E. S. 2nd Div. Clk ., S.B. , '95

Harrop , G. H .... 2nd Div. Clk. , S.B. , '91

Russell, J.... Asst. Cont. , Hr. Gr. E.T. Co. , '56 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Asst. Cont., '94

Askins, A .... Asst . Cont. E.T. Co. , '57 ; G.P.O. ,

'70

Trewinnard, H.A. Super. Sub -Mar. Tel. Co. , '70 ;

G.P.O. , '89

Gorton, J.... E.T. Co., '56 ; M.T.

Co., '58 ; G.P.O., '70

Eley , G. Asst. Super.. 1870 ; 2nd Cl . Asst.

Super., '90

Morgan, A. E.T. Co., '63 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; 2nd Cl . Asst .

Super., '90

Hutson , E. Sub-Mar. Tel. Co. , '70 ;

G.P.O. , '89

>
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.
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.
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>

.
.
.

.
.
.
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.
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.
.
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.
.

.
.
.



PROMOTIONS. 355

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE ,

C.T.O.

.
.
.

وو

.
.
.

.
.
.

وو ...

وو 99

.
. 1872

1875

1875

1875

1875

1875

9

Francis, J. W .... Asst . Super. E.T. Co. , '65 ; G.P.O. ,

'70

Doree, J. T. U.K.T. Co. , '65 ; G.P.O. ,

'70

Smith, W. T. S.E. Rlwy. Co. , 69 ;

G.P.O., '70

Cutler, R. W. 2nd Cl. Asst. Super. 1871

Edgley, C. J. 1871

Lovett, J.... Sub -Mar. Tel. Co. , '70 ;

G.P.O., '89

Tapley , A. 1870

Barnett, W: J.... Aldershot, '65 ; C.T.O. ,

'83

Boiteux, F.

Crane, W. B. Over, and Senr. Tel. 1872

Manison, H. 1873

Bing, A. C. 1872

Ryan, P. O. 1872

Seager, F .... 1873

Ruttley, J....

White, F. W. G. 1875

Pace, S. F.

Beetlestone, C. J.
Keen, C. S.

Hickman , G. H.

Sayers, W. 1875

Wood , J. W. 1876

Bathurst , A. 1876

Harrison, F. W. Ashford, '71 ; Brighton,

° 79 ; C.T.O. , '80

Kelling, F. N .... Jersey, '76 ; C.T.O. , 'So

Elphick, c. Maidstone, ’72 ; Redhill,

73; C.T.O. , '80

Levett, A .... Brighton, 73 ; C.T.O.,

978

Turner, C. J. C.T.O., ° 70 ; Reading,

'73 ; C.T.O. '81

Webster, W. A. Newcastle -on - Tyne, ’74 ;

C.T.O., '82

Hilton, E. L. Southport, ’74 ; C.T.O. ,

'82

Menin, J. . Berwick, '71 ; C.T.O. ,

'82

Wilde, E. J. Leeds, '74 ; Doncaster,

'80 ; C.T.O. , '82

Druitt , G .... Newcastle-on - Tyne,' 74 ;

C.T.O., '82

Eager, J. Newcastle-on-Tyne, '74 ;

C.T.O., '82

Headley , T. W. Hull, ’75 ; C.T.O., '82

Haggerty, W. 1875

Hopgood, J. G. 1876

Gadsby, W. F .... 1876

Gardner, C. E.... 1876

Davis, D. ... 1876

Faunch, C. J. 1875

3
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OFFICE, NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

C.T.O.

E. in c.o.

.
.
.

...

> ,
,

.
.
.

.
.
.

:
:
:

:
:

:

:
:

Tibbles, E. Over, and Senr. Tel. 1876

Aldous , G. 1876

Boiteux, W. 1876

Grant , J. 1876

Tinson, L. H. 1876

Jackson , W. F. Sub-Mar. Tel. Co., '70 ;

G.P.O. , '89

Bennett, T. F .... 1876

Henson, R. T. ... 1877

Barker, W. H .... 1876

Crook, J. H. 1876

Eden , A. Ist Ĉi. Tech. Öff. ... E.T. Co. , '60 ; G.P.O.,

70 ; E. in C.O. , '84

Voller, O.... 3rd Cl. Clk . Tel., E.C.,'77 ; Jr. Clk. ,

E. in C.O., '80 ; Senr.

Clk. , '88 ; Ist Cl. Clk. ,

C. of S.O., '93

Kerr, W. H. Tel., Edin ., '89;Jr. Clk. ,

E. in C.O. , '96

North, H.... Tel. , C.T.O., °78

Miles, H. A. Tel. , C.T.O. , '79

Boddington, Tel. , C.T.O. , ’83
M. F. G.

Loney, H. J. Gosport, '87 , S.C. & T.,

'89

Feben, H. M. Asst. Clk. , E. in C.O. , '93

Hoggarth, H. J. S.C. & T., Newcastle

on-Tyne, '88 ; Jr. Clk. ,

E. in C.O., '92

Shepperd, A. H. S.C. & T. , Belfast, ’90 ;

Jr. Clk ., E. in C.O. ,

'93

McFarlane, F.W. S.C. & T., Hull, '86 ;

Jr. Clk ., E. in c.o. ,

96

Gomersall, E. S.C. & T. , Leeds, '93 ;

Jr. Clk ., E. in C.O .,'96

Hart, A. B. S.C. & T., Cambridge,

'93 ; Jr. , Clk ., E.in

C.0 , '96

Sutton, G.... Cr. Clk . & T. , E.C., '83

Bryant, S.G. ... 2nd ”ci. Engr.

.
.
.

.
.
.

>

, ,
,

.
.
.

S.C. & T., Exeter, '71 ;

Relay Cík. , Lr. Sec . ,

'89

Partridge, G. N. S.C. & T., Nottingham ,

89; Jr. Clk ., E. in

C.O., '91

Stanhope, J. H. S.C. & T., Leeds, '80 ;

Sub. Engr., E. in C.O.,

'96

Price, J. P. S.C. & T., Chester, '85 ;

Sub. Engr., E. in C.O. ,

'96

Martin, A. W .... Tel., C.T.O., '91

Lewis, T. ... S.C. & T., Newport

(Mon. ) , '84 ; Jr. Člk . ,

E. in C.O. , '95

22
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E. in c.0.

.

...

:
:

1,83

Booth, A. C. 2nd Cl. Engr. Tel., C.T.O. , '88 ; Jr.

Clk. , E. in C.O., '95 ;

Relay Clk. , Lr. Sec.,

'95

Shaughnessy, Tel . , C.T.O., '87 ; Sub.

E. H. Engr. , E. in C.O. , '96

Brown, J. S. Sub. Engineer S.C. & T. , Leeds, '82 ;

Jr. Clk ., E. in C.O .,'95

Wilson, R. S.Č. & T., Grimsby, '87 ;

Jr. Clk. , E. in C.O .,'95

Scott , W. S.C. & T. , Cardiff, '87 ;

Jr. Clk ., E. in C.O. , '95

Frost, H. ... S.C. & T., Workington,

'85 ; Rochdale, 87 ;

Jr. Clk. , E. in C.O. , '93

Gwilliam , W. J.. Tel., C.T.O., '84

Crisp , C. T. Relay Cik., Lr. Sec. S.C. & T., Ipswich, '85 ;
Relay Clk ., E. Dean ,

'98

Roberts, A. H .... $ .C . & T. , Exeter, '84

Pink, E. A. Tel. , C.T.O., '87

(E. Bean)
Jones, E. A. Jr. Clk . S.C. & T., Cardiff, '83

Humphries, W.F. S.C. & T. , Limerick ,

Downing, G. H. S.C. & T., B’ghm ., '85

Alexander, R. S.C. & T., Edin. , '85

Ryder, A.... S.C. & T. , Leeds, '86

Bramwell, J. T. S.C. & T., Newcastle

on-Tyne, '89

Everatt , W. C .... S.C. & T. , Newcastle

on-Tyne, '90

Shaw, J. H. S.C. & T. , Belfast, '92

Partridge, T. T .. S.C. & T.,Nottinghm .,'92

Raper,T. H. 1880; Storekeeping Line

man , '91

Baxter, J. S.C. & T., B’ghm. , '87

Brown , J. S.C. & T., Aberdeen, '88

Scott , A. S.C. & T. , Edin ., '88

Hardcastle, J. R. S.C. & T. , Leeds, '91

Fletcher, J. F.... S.C. & T., Derby , '93

Cardrey, A. G .... 1882 ; Tel. , C.T.O., '85

James, T .... ist cí. clk. Tel., C.T.O., '82 ; Ply

mouth ,'82 ; Clk. , F.B. ,

L.P.S., '84 ; 2nd Cl. ,

'91 ; Cir. Off., '92

Norris, H. 2nd Div. Clk. , S.B .,'80 ;

Clk .,C.E.B .,'85; Cont's

Off., L.P.S., °87 ; 2nd

Cl. , '91

Atterbury, A. G. 2nd Div. Clk. , A.G.D. ,

81 ; S.B.D., '81 ; Clk .,

C.E.B. , '86 ; Conti's

Off., L.P.S., 87; 2nd

i
i

:
:

> .
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

:
:
:

:
:
:

...

9
... ...

... ..

I..P.S.D .... ...

.
.
.

» ,
,

.
.
.

.
.
.

Cl . , '92

Edsall, J. R.

.
.
. Tel. , C.T.O., '78 ; Clk . ,

F.B., L.P.S., '85 ; 2nd

Cl . , Cir. Off., '92
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L.P.S.D....

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
. >

.
.
.

.
.
.

"

.
.
.

92

Aston, J. W. Ist Cl. Clk . Tr. , A.G.D., °76 ; Cn . ,

'79 ; Clk ., F.B.,L.P.S. ,

'85 ; Cont.'s Off., '87 ;

2nd Cl., '93

Wheeler, W. T .. 1876 ; Clk ., F.B.,L.P.S .,

85; Cont.'s Off., '87 ;

2nd Cl. , '93

Elder, I. Edin . , °76 ; Clk., F.B.,

L.P.S., 85; Cont.'s

Off ., '87 ; 2nd Cl . , '93

Scott, D. 2nd Cl. Clk. S.C. & T. , Dunfermline,

'84 ; Sr. , Lond., '91 ;

Clk ., '91 ; Ist Cl. Clk. ,

Stg. Off., '97

Adams, L. E.
Tel. , C.T.O., '85 ; Clk. ,

C. ofS.O. , '88 ; Cont.'s

Off., L.P.S. , '91 ; Ist

Cl . Clk. , Stg. Off ., '97

Hudson , F. 2nd Div. Clk ., M.L.B. ,

'83 ; S.B.D.,'83 ; Clk. ,

L.P.S., '91 ; Ist Cl.

Clk. , Stg . Off ., '97

Dancaster, G. F. Cn. & T., E.C., '89 ;

Clk. , F.B., '92 ; E.C. ,

'92 ; Ist Cl . Clk. , Stg .

Off., '97

Cooke, C. H. 2nd Div. Clk ., M.0.0.,

85 ; Clk ., L.P.S. , '92 ;

ist Cl. Clk ., Stg . Off.,

'97

Hamer, C. E. 2nd Div. Clk. , M.O.O. ,

:87 ; Clk ., L.P.S. , '92 ;

Ist Cl. Clk ., Stg . Off.,

'97

Winter, W. 2nd Div. Clk. , ’86 ; Clk. ,

L.P.S., '92 ; 1st Cl.

Clk ., Stg. Off., '98

Carter, H. G. Ist Cl. Clk ., Stg. Oft . S.C. & T., Bristol, ’80 ;

Clk. , P., '90 ; Clk. ,

L.P.S., '92

Mould , H. S.C. & T., Liverpool,

'83 ; Clk. , L.P.S., '92

Τ. Α. Tel ., C.T.O. , '84 ; Bir.

mingham , '88 ; Clk. ,

L.P.S., '92

Jones, W. D. 3rd Cl. Clk. ... Sr. , L.P.S. , '94

White, W. A. Tel. , C.T.O. , '90 ; 2nd

Div. Clk. , A.G.D. , '92

Stedman , S. E. B. 2nd Div. Clk ., S.B. '96

Threlfall, W. H. S.C. & T. , Preston, '95

Pedler, F. J. 2nd Div.Clk .,M.O.O .,'94

Brown, B. H. 2nd Div. Clk ., S. B. , '94

McLaughlin,M.J.
2nd Div. Clk . , M.0.0 . , '92

Franzmann, L .... Tel., C.T.O., '87 .

>

.
.
.

>>

2
7

.
.
.

.
.
.

. .
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
. Varley , >>

...

(Cont’s. Off.)

:
:

:

( Cir. Off.)

...

1...
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:
:
:
:

...

...

:
:
:
:
:
:
:

:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:

...

L.P.S.D. ... Rice, E. Insp. Boy Sr. , ’72 ; Sr., ° 75 ;

( Cir. Off.) Over. , '91

Dickinson, R. G. 1871 ; Over. , '91

Crane, G.... Boy Sr., '70 ; Sr. , '71 ;

Over., '85

Sims, G. W. Over.
Boy Sr. , '76 ; Sr., '79

King, F. Boy Sr. , '77 ; Sr., '80

Cooper, C. J. Boy Sr. , '75 ; Sr. , '78

Smith , G .... 1875

Dower, J. C. Boy Sr., '70 ; Sr. , '71

Morter, R. Boy Sr. , '73 ; Sr. , '76

Hewson, W. Boy Sr. , '77 ; Sr., '80

Bennell, T. H.... Boy Sr., '74; Sr. , '77

Aylward, C. W. 1879 ; Sr., '82

Ball, C. R. B. 1874 ; Sr. , '77

Tyler, W.... Boy Sr. , '77 ; Sr. , 81

Winter, H. J. Boy Sr. , '76 ; Sr., '80

Williams, W. D. Boy Sr. , '76 ; Sr. , '80

Herbert, W. C. 1874

Murray,W. A .... Boy Sr. , '76 ; Sr. , 78.

Brooks, H. Boy Sr., '70 ; Sr., '72

Powell, W. 1870 ; Sr., '72

Anderson, T. W. Boy Sr. , '70 ; Sr., '73

Woods, R. J. Boy Sr. , '70 ; Sr. , 73

White, T .... 1873

Breen , E. ... Boy Sr. , '75 ; Sr. , '78

Kidsley, T. Boy Sr., '78 ; Sr., '79

Miss E. S. Watts ist Cl. Super. E.T. Co., '65 ; G. P.O. ,

E.C. '70 ; Super., '81 ; 2nd

Čl. , '93

G. A. Crabbl and Cl. 1870 ; Asst. Super., '90 ;

4th Cl . , '93 ; 3rd čl. ,

'96

E. A. Fone 3rd Cl. 1875 ; 4th Cl., Super., '95

A. A. Bonner 1876 ; 4th Cl. Super. , '95

A. Wood 4th ”ci. 1873

hatch

S. A. Gal. 1880

braith

L. M. Baxter 1880

Hood, H. ... Insp. in Cň . Lr. Sec. 1865; Sr., ° 74 ; Ist Cl.
W.C. Cr. Clk. , S.W., '89

Martin, G. E. Over. 1867 ; 2nd Cl. Over,'85

N.W.

Dickason, T. 1868 ; 2nd Cl. Over. , '87

R.L.Ó. Tanner, P. B. Cik . 2nd Div. Clk. , S.B. '95

Miss A. A. Payn- Asst. Super. 1873

ter

K. Lymbery 1873

S.B.D. O'Brien, J. J. Hr. Gr. 2nd Div. 1871 ; Clk ., S.B., '75

Sur's . Dept. Muir, J. Sur. M.T. Co., '59 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Sur. Clk. , ?81 ;

Asst. Sur. , '92

Mountain, A. Insptg. Tel. , N.W. U.K.T.Co.,'69 ;G.P.O.,

Dist. ° 70 ; Super . T. , Hali

fax, '97

Robinson , W. D. Sta. Clk. , S.W. Dist. S.C. & T., Liverpool , '91

.
.
.

.

9 )

3

.
.
.

91

.
.
.

.
.
.

...

23

...
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T.S.D. Morgan , G. Suptg . Examr.

לל

29 وو

ور

وو

وو

1871 ; Asst. Suptg.

Examr. , '91

Tel. , C.T.O. , '95

Boy Clk. , A.G.D., '95

Asst. Clk. , S.B. , '97

Tel. , C.T.O. , '96

Boy Clk. , S.O. , '95

2nd Div. Clk . , S.B. , '95

Cr, Clk. & T. ,L.P.S. ,'93

Boy Clk ., M.O.O., '95

Asst . Clk . , S.B., '97

Boy Clk ., M.O.O., '94

Tel., C.T.O. , '95

2nd Div. Clk. , S.B., '96

Tel . , C.T.O., '95

Tel. , C.T.O., '92

Asst . Clk. , S.B., '96

Tel., C.T.O. , '93

Busck, G.... 2nd Cl. Examr.

Adamson, T. L.

Salter, J.

Austen , H. E.

Timson, J. R.

Fraser, I.

Henderson, T.H.

Bennett , H. I. S.

Chadwick , S.

Rusk, I. M.

Freeman , S. M.

Harrison , J.H ....

Cannon, H. H....

Duncan , H. S ....

Manning, A. S.

Somers,H. A. ...

99

3
97

رو

PROVINCES- ENGLAND and WALES .

2 .
.
. ...

*
*
*

CIK. (T.)

Birmingham ... Jinks, J. Ist Cl. Asst. Super. M.T. Co., '65 ; G.P.O.,

(T) '70 ; Clk ., '87 ; 2nd Cl.

Asst. Super., '90

Simpson, H. 2nd Cl. M.T. Co., '62 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Clk. , '90

Bateman, C. Tel., '70 ; Clk ., '90

Yates, E. 1870

Clayton, T. G .... 1870

Jones, T. 1872

Spurr, C. B. J.... 1871

Bower, C. A. 1876

Braine, J. F. 1876

Miss E. E. Baker Asst . Super. 1891

Brighton Collins , T. Super. (T. ) Tel ., '70 ; Clk. , '86

Mowll, W. L. Asst. Super. (T.) Tel., '70

Wallis, H.... Clk. ( T. ) Tel., '73 ; Brighton, ’79

Bristol Caradine, J. E. Clk . (P. ) 1879

Newton, J. 1879

Church, H. 1876

Miss E. Hodgson Asst . Super. 1877

E.C.Pingstone 1880

Cambridge Ellis, S. E. Clk . , '60 ; Asst. Super. ,

Ashby, R.... Asst. Super. (P. ) 1873

Sheldrick, J. A. Cik . (P.) 1865 ; S.C. , '73

Cardiff Evans, J. Ist Cl. Asst. Super. S.C. & T .; '80 ; Asst .

( P. ) Super., '91

Loyns, G. B. Ist Cl. Asst. Super. S.C. & T., '82 ; Asst.

( P.) Super., '91

Tudor, J. J. CÌk. ( P. ) 1885

Meredith, J. B. 1887

2

...

9

...

...

>

... Super. ( P.) :

'91

2

...

:
:
:

.
.
.

.
.
.
:

1
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Cardiff

>>

:
:
:

Colchester Ch. Clk .

82 ;

:
:
:

1883

Exeter

.
.
.

Jersey

27

Leeds

.
.
.

.
.
.

...

:
:
:

.
.
.

.
.
.

1873

Clatworthy, J. ... Clk. ( P. ) 1887

Miss E. C. Brewer Asst. Super. 1886

E. H. Farrell 1888

Smith, S. A. S.C. & T., Huntingdon,

İspwich, ’83 ;

Clk ., Grays, '88

Brown, J. E. Asst. Super. S.C. & T. , '76 ; Clk. , '93

Cole , C. A. Clk.

Wheeler, J. Cik. ( T.) E.T. Co. , '67 ; G.P.O.,

'70

Miss E. M. Grif. Super. Taunton, 71; Exeter,

fiths '87

Lewis, E. A. Clk. 1872

Le Maistre, E. C. 1872

Britton , W. Ist Cl. Asst . Super.S.C. & T., ’72 ; Clk ., ’90 ;

( P.) 2nd Cl. Asst. Super.,

'92

Jackson, W. 2nd Cl. Asst. Super. S.C. & T., '72 ; Clk ., ’90

( P. )

Alderson , W. W. Cik . ( P.) 1878

Ambler, F. 1881

Bolton, A.... 2nd "Cl. Asst. Super. U.K.T.Co., '66 ; G.P.O. ,

(T. ) '70 ; Clk ., '90

Hibbert, J. E. ... 2nd Cl. Asst. Super. M.T. Co., '66 ; G.P.O.,

(T.) '70 ; Clk ., '90

Whitworth,W.W. 2nd Cl. Asst. Super . M.T. Co., '64; G.P.O. ,

( T. ) '70 ; Clk. , '90

Dean, A. Clk. ( T.)

Ibbetson, J. S .... M.T. Co. , '67 ; G.P.O.,

'70

Richardson, F .... U.K.T.Co. , '67 ; G.P.O. ,

'70

Whiteley, J. U.K.T.Co ., '60 ; G.P.O.,

70

Glanville, F. E. Super. ( P. ) S.C. & T. , '73 ; Clk . , '91 ;

Asst. Super., '96

Cox, F. Asst. Super. ( P.) S.C. & T., '72; Clk . , '91

Topliss, J. Clk. (P. ) 1876

Ostler, A. ... Asst. Super. ( P.) ... 1871

Taylor, A. D. S.C. & T., '75 ; Clk . , '79

Scoins, H. 2nd" ci. Assť! Super. S.C. & T., '93 '; CIk ., '90
(P.)

Clarke, F.... ! 2nd Cl. Asst. Super. S.C. & T. , '73 ; Clk. , '90

(P. )

Keeling, E. E. 1880

Sandoe, W. H. 1880

Smith, C. W. 1880

Moore, J. F. Ch ."Clk ..... S.C. , '69 ; Clk ., '74 ; 2nd

Cl . Asst. Super ., '84 ;

Ist Cl . , '85 ; Super.,

'91 ; Ch . Super., '92

Hartley, H. Ch. Super. (P) S.C. , '72 ; Clk., '81 ; 2nd

Cl. Asst . Super., '87 ;

Ist Cl . , '92; Super., '93

Harris, G. Super. ( P.) S.C. , '74 ; CIk. , '84 ; 2nd

C ). Asst. Super . , '92 ;

Ist Cl . , '96

27

. .
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Leicester ...

Lincoln

Liverpool

...

.
.

.
.
.

CIk. (P.)

Manchester

...
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Manchester

>>

Rothwell, J. Ist Cl. Asst. Super. S.C., '72 ; Clk ., '85 ; 2nd

( P.) Cl. Asst. Super., '94

Gaskell, C. H.... Ist Cl. Asst. Super. S.C. , '81 ; Clk., ’90 ; 2nd

( P.) Cl. Asst. Super., '97

Meadows, T. 2nd Cl. Asst. Super. 1869 ; S.C., '71 ; Clk ., '85

(P. )

Salmon, J. 2nd Cl. Asst. Super. Clk., Kilkenny, '74 ; S.C.,

( P.) Manchester, '74 ; Clk . ,

'93

Kay, J. Clk . (P. ) . 1878

Bryan, J. W. S. 1881

Dennis, W. J. 1881 ; Paper Sr., S.B.D. ,

84 ; S.C., M'chester,

>
... ...

:
:
:

...

'84

1882

Maidstone Ch. "Cik.

Clk.

Ch, Clk .

.
.
.

Rogers, J. B.

Mulliner, T.

Kinsey, W. W....

Boorer, W. A.

Phipps, E.

Miles, T. E.

Ashmore, W. A.

Gilliam , W.

Levi, W. E.

Webster, A.

Northampton
Rochester

:
:

:
:

:
:

:
:

:
:

:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:

1884

1884

S.C. & T. , '77 ; Clk . , '91

1886

S.C. & T., '73 ; Clk. , '83

S.C. & T. , '82 ; Clk . , '91

1882

1891

1885

3

Clk ."

Stourbridge

Walsall

9

SCOTLAND.

Aberdeen

.
.

1874

Edinburgh

:
:

:
:

>>

.
.
.

:
:
:
:

Glasgow ...

Leiper, A. D. Asst. Super. ( T.) ... E.T. Co., '67 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Clk . , '88

Fraser, D.... Clk . ( T.)

Grant, J. 1876

Hamilton, w . C. Hr."Gr., 2nd Div... 1870 ; 2nd Div. Cik., °78
Rankine, J. 2nd Cl.Asst. Super. 1870 ; Sr. , '72 ; Clk. , '91

(P.)

Bruce , A. ... 2nd Cl. Asst. Super. Sr. , '73 ; Clk ., '91

(P. )

Napier, G. McB. CIk. (P.) Boy Sr., '75 ; Sr., '76

Sinclair, R. A .... 1872 ; S.C., '81

Deucher, J. 1875 ; S.C. , '78

Robson, A. A. ... Super. (P.) 1866 ; S.C. '70 ; 2nd Cl.

Asst. Super., 87 ; Ist

Cl., '90

Ganson, D. Clk. , '68 ; 2nd Cl. Asst.

Super.,' 90 ; Ist Cl. , '92

Paterson , J. Ist Cl. Asst. Super. Sr., '72 ; Clk ., '87 ; 2nd

( P.) ĆI. Asst .Super., '94

Cherry, J. K. Sr. , '72 ; Clk. , '87 ; 2nd

Cl. Asst. Super., '94

Stevenson, T. L. Sr., '72 ; Clk ., 87 ; 2nd

ĆI. Asst. Super., '94

Buchanan, D, F. 2nd Cl. 1870 ; S.C. , '73 ; Clk. , '87

Dickson, J. S.C., '75 ; CIk ., '87
McLellan , R. 1872 ; S.C .,'73 ; Clk . , '89

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
. ...

.
.
.

.
.
.

>

.
.
.

.
.
.

:
:
:
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Glasgow

.
.
.

...

1883.
.
.

.
.
.

Henderson, A. B. 2nd Cl . Asst. Super. S.C. , '76 ; Clk . , '89

Fotheringham , J. L ( P .) S.C. , '76 ; Clk. , 89

Harper, T. W .... S.C., '76 ; Clk ., '90

Higgins, J. H .... S.C.& T. , Torquay, '75 ;

Glasgow ,'84 ; Cik .,'90

McIntyre, D. S.C., '78 ; Clk ., ’90

Campbell, W. K. Clk .(P.) 1882

Bannerman , J.R.
1882

Bowness, W.

Stewart, W. A. 1883

Bardgett, A. 1884

Dennison,A. F. 2nd Cl. Asst . Super. E. 1.Co., '61 ; G.P.O. ,
'70 ; Clk. '90

Stocks, E.... E. T. Co., '67 ; G.P.O.

'70 ; Glasgow , '74 ;

Clk ., '90

Collier, J. D. 1873 ; Cik. , '93

Watt, J. Cik. ” (T. ) 1875

Kinnell, A. 1877

Stevenson , J. W. 1875

Campbell, M.
1873

Howieson, J.

Fulton, W. 1874

Rankine, W. 1876

Dougall, R. 1876

Miss F.E. Senior Super. 1879

E. K. Brown 1888

*
*
*

... ...

... ...

...

1874...

Inverness

IRELAND .

Dublin

>

2nd'ci.:
:
:
:

Olden, R. ... Ist Cl . Asst. Super. Tel. '72 ; Clk ., Water

(P.) ford, '77 ; London

derry , '78 ; Dublin,'83

Whelan, A. 1871 ; Clk. , '89

Arthurs, G. W. 1873 ; Clk. , '90

Graham , R. R. 1872 ; Clk ., '91

Meghen, c. 1876 ; Clk. , '91

Doyle, T. 1877 ; Clk. , '91

Dunne, M. J. Cik." ( P. 1874 ; S.C., '83

Duggan, J. H.... 1884

Fitzpatrick , B .. 1885

Murray, R. 1885

Woods, J.... 1885

Cresswell, R. P. . Clk. S.C. & T. , Enniskillen ,

'88

..

:
:
:
:
:

:
:
:
:
:
:

>>

Sligo
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Retirements.

LONDON

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

2

...

>

>

#

.
.
.

Sec's . Off. Welch, F. J. Clk . in Charge Clk . , Ldn. Dis. Office,

'49 ; Rly. Office, '53 ;

Clk . in Charge, '73

Gibson , A. Ist Cl. Clk. Supply. Clk. , M.O.O., °56 ; Mail
Est. Office, '60 ; S.O. , '72 ;

Ist Cl . Clk . , '80

Comm. R. P. Nautical Asst. to Asst . to Super. of

Jenkins, R.N. Cont. of Packets. Packets, '64 ; Nautical

Asst . , '70

A.G.D. Fentiman, F. 2nd Div. Clk . 1883

Smith, J. W. E. & I.T. Co., '66 ;

G.P.O. , '70 ; 2nd Div.

Clk. , '90

Miss J. S. Bran- Princ. Clk . 2nd Cl. Clk. , '72 ; 1st Cl . ,

ston 81 ; Princ. Clk ., '90

A. Toogood Sr. 1885

A. M. Wil 1893

kinson

C.T.O. Allaway, H. 2nd Cl. Asst . Super. E. & I.T. Co., ?53 ;

G.P.O., 970 ; Senr.

Tel. , '81 ; Asst . Super. ,

'93

Crombet , P. J....
E. & I.T. Co., '66 ;

G.P.O., '70 ; Asst.

Super., '89

Mitton , E. E. & I.T. Co. ,

G.P.O., '70 ; Asst.

Super., '81

Rutherford, G.... B. & I.T. Co., 59 ;

G.P.O., '70 ; Senr.

Tel. , '78 ; Asst. Super. ,

'90

Bloxham , H. J. Over & Senr. Tel. 1873; Over. & Senr. Tel. ,

Harding, C. E. & I.T. Co., °63 ;

G.P.O., '70 ; Senr.

Tel . , '80

Little, J. Subm . Tel. Co. , '66 ;

G.P.O. , '89

Nancolas, E. 1870

Keen , F. Tel. 1878

*Morgan, T. G .... 1893

Wilmott , J. 1870

Woolford , H. C. Subm. Tel. Co. , '88 ;

G.P.O., '89

Miss F.Frampton 1870

L.P.S.D. Coles, G. D. ... Ch. Super. Clk. , R.L.B. , '63 ; Wtg.

(Cir. Off.) Clk ., C.O., L.P.S. , '67 ;

Ist Cl . Clk ., '75 ; Ch.

Super. '84

* Awarded a Gratuity.

'61 ;

.
.
.

>

.
.
.

>

.
.
.

'94

.
.
.

>

:
:

:
:

>
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OFFICF . VAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

...

>

99

Z:2:

>

.
.
.

.
.
.

191 ,

.:
:

L.P.S.D. Dalziel, W. A .... Super. 1856 ; Sr. ’61 ; Over.,

( Cir. Off.) 65; Super., '76

Knight , R. Inspr. 1861 ; Sr., '66 ; Over.

78 ; Insp ., '90

Dinmore, J. Sr. 1872 ; Sr. , '75

Mullis, J. C. 1858 ; Sr. , '60

Randall, H. T. Boy Sr., '78 ; Sr., '84

Samson, J.C. Boy Sr., '76 ; Sr. , '87

Veitch, J. B. W. 1875 ; Sr. ’83

* Williamson, J.T.
1889

Wooding, J. D. Boy Sr., '71 ; Sr. , '82

Davis, J. Over. 1867 ; Lobby Off., '81 ;

W.C. Over. , '94

Laister, J ..... Pmr. E. & I.T. Co. , '53 ;

G.P.O. , '70 ; Super.

School of Tel., '70 ;

Pmr. Norwood, '89 ;

N.D.O. , ’92

Bayley, S .... Inspr. 1856 ; Over., ° 74 ; Insp. ,
S.E.

Dumbleton, J. G. Over. 1867 ; Over. , '92

Miss A.A. Straker Super. E. & I.T. Co. , '54 ;

W. G.P.O., '70 ; Super.,

'72

Norcott, C. Over. & Senr. Tel. E. & I.T. Co. , '60 ;

Padd. G.P.O., '70 ; Over. &

Senr. Tel. , ’86

Andrews, A. B. Sr. Boy Sr.,'°72 ; Sr. '74

Miss F. Dowling Cr. Clk. & Tel. 1888

R.Ï.o. H.E.Burnard Retr. Tel., C.T.O., '85 ; Retr.

R.L.O., '90

S.B.D. Avins, H.... 2nd Div. Clk. Temp. Clk ., '68 ; 2nd

Div. Clk., '77

Miss A. E. Sweet Princ. Clk. 2nd Cl. Clk. , ° 75 ; Ist

Cl. , '88 ; Princ. Clk. ,

'94

F.M.Christey Clk. 1891

M.A.Fullager
1875

Surs. ' Dept. Kerswill, w . s . Sur. Clk., M.O. , '57 ; Sur's.

Clk ., '66 ; Ist Cl . , ’73 ;

Sur., '87

Babington , A. J. Asst. Sur. Clk. , S.B.D. , '69 ; 2nd

Cl. Clk . , '82 ; Sur's.

Clk. , '85 ; Asst. Sur. ,

'94

Tel., S.D. Dawson, R. L. Ist Cl. Examr. Shorthand Wr. , '71 ;

Clk. , '73 ; Examr., '82 :

Ist Cl., '92

:
:
:

.
.
.

, .
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

PROVINCES - ENGLAND and WALES.

Birmingham Chadband, G.

Hewitt, C.

Burton -on-Tr’nt Wilson, M.

Clk. (P.)

S.C. & T.

S.C. , '74 ; Clk . , '85

1886

1883>

* Awarded a Gratuity.
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

...

>

Chester Watkins, R. S.C. & T. 1879

Fence Houses... Howe, W.... 1891

Gt. Yarmouth ... Pye, W. Pmr. Clk ., Cheltenham , '56 ;

Pmr. , Dewsbury, '81 ;

Wakefield, '86 ; Gt.

Yarmouth, '92

Leeds Mason, J. ... Ist Cl. Asst. Super. Sr., '58 ; Clk ., '62 ; 2nd

( P.) ĆI. Asst. Super., '81 ;

Ist Cl. , '86

Heywood, A. S.C. & T. 1885

Longster, B. 1871 ; S.C., '74

Liverpool Bannister, E. Clk ."( P.) S.C., '70 ; Clk. , '90

* Tredgold , v. S.C. & T. 1889

Williams, H. 1882

Manchester Richardson,G.R. Ist "Cl. Asst. Super.S.C .,'62; Clk. , '67 ; 2nd

( P.) Cl. Asst. Super. , '81 ;

Ist Cl., '91

Higham , A. Clk . (T. ) U.K.T.Co.,'69 ; G.P.O. ,

70 ; Clk ., '91

Nottingham Bailey, P. F. J. S.C. & T. 1862

Dexter, W. 1873

Plymouth Pearson, J. E. ... E.T. Co., '66 ; G.P.O.,

'70

Portsmouth Weeks, A. E. Clk . ( T.) Tel . , '73 ; Clk. , '95
Salisbury ... Mackland , F. Pmr. Clk. , Leicester, '54 ; Pmr.,

Yeovil, ’76 ; Malvern,

'83 ; Salisbury, '91

Swansea ... Gillett, I. Clk . (P. ) 1869; S.C., '77 ; Clk ., '91
Warrington * Jones, H. B. S.C. & T. 1891

Windermere Stevenson , D. Pmr. Clk. , Kilmarnock , '64 ;

Pmr., Maryport, '83 ;

Spalding,'92; Winder

mere, '96

.
.
.

.
.
.

...

.
.
.

SCOTLAND.

Perth

.
.
.

*Matthews, T. M. S.C. & T. 1891

IRELAND .

Dublin Splents, R. 2nd Div. Clk .

Soffe, G. D.

Kilroy, G ... Clk . ( P.)
Cartwright, J. S.C. & T.

Whelan , J.

:
:
:

1878

1878

1851

Boy Sr. , '78 ; Sr. , '81

B. & 1. T. Co. , '65

G.P.O., '70

* Awarded a Gratuity.
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Deaths.

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE,

... 2nd Div. Clk ., S.B., '93 ;

Clk. , S.O., '96

1878

1887

1892...

Sec.'s Off. Ross, F. 3rd Cl. Clk. ...

C.T.O. Ash , G. Tel.

Offord, E ....

L.P.S.D., Brown, W. G. R. Sr. ...

Cir. Off.

Brady, J. W.

Deare, J. H.

Williamson , J. T.

S.E. Blaser, A. E.

S.B.D. Stevens, R. Asst. Clk .

Darlington Proudfoot, J. G. S.C. & T.

Liskeard ... Dean, W. J. P.

>

...

1886

1888

1889

1888

1893

1892

S.C. & T. , Tiverton ,'94 ;

Liskeard, '97

1895

1878

1865

1889

1891

...Manchester

Sheffield ...

Girvan

Dublin

White, A. E.

Scott, C.

McKenna, J. Pmr.

Farmer, J.P. S.C. & T.

Miss E. Powell Tel.

:
:
:

:
:
:
:
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Postmasters Appointed.

OFFICE. NAME. PREVIOUS APPOINTMENTS ,

Aberdare ...

Belturbet

Bradford -on -Avon

Camborne

Chesterfield

Cockermouth

Dolgelly

Girvan ...

Gt . Yarmouth

Kyle

Ladybank

Leek

...

:
:

Irvine, J. W. M.T. Co. , ; Clk . , N. Shields ; Ch.

Clk.

Pillow, J. S.C. & T., Armagh

Miss L. White

Thomas, W. H. S.C. & T. , Weston-super- Mare ;

Truro ; Cik.

· Philpott, J. J. E.T. Co., ; Tel., Southampton ;

C.T.O. ; Asst. Super.

Long, W. J.... S.C. & T., Wisbech ; Pmr. , Kirkby

Lonsdale

Williams, Richard . S.C. & T. , Bangor ; Clk.

McKenna, H. K. S.C. & T. , Glasgow

Lugg, L. S. S.C. , Portsmouth ; Clk.; Ch. Clk.

Macrae, F. Pmr., Lochalsh

Scott , W. Pmr., Langholm ; Lochmaddy

Rennie, J. Sr. , W.C. ; Cn . ; Ist Cl . Cn. ; Pmr. ,

Letterkenny

Stone, W. S.C. , Derby ; Ch. Clk. , Burton-on

Trent

Nichols, R. Pmr. , Farnham ; Gosport

Gould , G. Tel . , Plymouth ; S.C. & T. , Taunton

Towers, J. J. S.C. & T., Kirkby Lonsdale ; Pmr.,

Cockermouth

France, W. M. M.T. Co.; Ist Cl. Super. (T. ), Liver

pool ; Super. (T. )

Miss J. B. Fullerton S.C. & T. , Saltcoats

Halliday,T, S. S.C. & T., Barrow - in - Furness ; Clk.

Douglas, W. T. E.T. Co.; U.K.T. Co.; Asst .

Super ., C.T.O .; Super. ; Pmr. ,

Tunbridge Wells

Stephens, E .... E.T. Co. , ; Tel., Stratford -on - Avon ;

Clk. , Leamington ; Asst. Super .

Malvern

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Rotherham

St. Ives , Corn.

St. Ives, Hunts ...

:
:
:

Salisbury

.
.
.

.
.
.

Saltcoats

Windermere

Worcester

Workington

.
.
.

ABBREVIATIONS.

Asst., Assistant ; Ch. , Chief ; Cl. , Class ; Clk. , Clerk ; Cont. , Controller;

Cwn., Counterwoman ; Div., Division ; Engr., Engineer ; Fem., Female ; Hd. ,

Head ; Hr. , Higher ; Insp ., Inspector ; Jr., Junior ; Lr. , Lower ; Over., Overseer ;

P., Postal ; Pmr. , Postmaster ; Pms., Postmistress ; Pr.-Kr. , Paper -Keeper ;

Princ., Principal; Retr. , Returner ; Sec's., Secreta ; Senr., Senior ; S.C.,

Sorting Clerk '; S.C. & T., Sorting Clerk and Telegraphist ; Sr., Sorter ; Stg. ,

Sorting ; Sta., Stationary ; Sur. , Surveyor ; Super., Superintendent or Supervisor ;

T., Telegraphs ; Tel . , Telegraphist; Tr. , Tracer.
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HON. WILLIAM MULOCK , LL.D., Q.C. ,

Postmaster-General of Canada .

[ Frontispiece.



ST . MARTIN'S-LE-GRAND .

OCTOBER 1898 .

Imperial Penny Postage.

1.—THE IMPERIAL POSTAL CONFERENCE.

HE Conference on rates of postage within the British

Empire, which sat in London at the beginning of July ,

was interesting as another step towards a Federal Council

of the Empire ; and the adoption of its decisions by

the Government has given it an important place in Post Office history.

The circumstances which led up to it will be within the memory of

readers of this Magazine. The efforts of the British delegates at the

Washington Congress to get the letter postage rate to all places

abroad reduced to 2d . the half- ounce were thwarted by the opposi

tion of the representatives of other nations, and the question then

arose whether it would not be desirable to gain for the public this

desired reduction in part by forming for the adoption of the ad . rate

a subsidiary union, consisting of the various parts of the British

Empire, with the possible addition of the United States of America .

Enquiries were made whether the Post Offices concerned would join

in such a union ; but before these enquiries were completed , the

Canadian Government suddenly announced its intention of applying

on the ist of January last the Dominion inland postage rate of 3 cents

( itd . ) an ounce to letters posted in Canada for any part of the British

Empire. This rate, it must be remembered, applied not only to

letters sent from one part of Canada to another, but also to letters

sent from Canada to the United States ; and Sir Wilfred Laurier

and his colleagues, in pursuance of their policy of encouraging trade

between the Dominion and the rest of the Empire, desired to make

it possible for Canadians to correspond with their British or Australian

fellow -subjects on the same terms as with their neighbours across the

Southern frontier, who had just raised against them the unfriendly

barrier of the Dingley tariff,
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But admirable as the object aimed at appeared from the standpoint

of patriotism , the Duke of Norfolk was obliged to point out that,

under the provisions of the Postal Union, it is inadmissible for one

country to reduce its postage to another country without the consent

of the latter. His Grace, however, proposed a Conference to discuss

what could be done, and suggested to the Secretary of State for the

Colonies that representatives of all the other parts of the Empire

should be invited to take part in the discussion . Mr. Chamberlain

took up the suggestion warmly, the Foreign Office and the India

Office co-operated , and the Conference of last July was the result.

In the meantime, a Conference of the Australian Post Offices,

held at Hobart , had discussed the Canadian proposal and had

decided against it , with the result that the Agents-General of all

these Colonies were instructed to attend the London Conference and

oppose any reduction of the existing rates .

The Conference assembled at the Westminster Palace Hotel on

the 28th June, and meetings were held subsequently on the 5th and

I 2th of July. The following were the delegates : - The Duke of

Norfolk , K.G. , Her Majesty's Postmaster -General (Chairman) , Sir

Spencer Walpole, K.C.B. , and Mr. H. Buxton Forman, C.B. , represen

ting Great Britain ; Hon . William Mulock, Q.C. , Postmaster -General

of Canada, Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal , G.C.M.G., High

Commissioner for Canada ; Lieut . -General Hon. Sir Andrew

Clarke , R.E. , G.C.M.G , C.B. , Agent-General, Victoria ; Sir Daniel

Cooper, Bart . , G.C.M.G., Acting Agent-General , New South Wales ;

Sir Malcolm Fraser, K.C.M.G., Agent General, Western Australia ;

Hon . W. P. Reeves , New Zealand ; Hon. John A. Cockburn, M.D.,

Agent General, South Australia ; Hon . Sir Horace Tozer, K.C.M.G.,

Agent- General , Queensland ; Sir Westley B. Perceval , K.C.M.G.,

Agent-General, Tasmania ; Hon. Sir David Tennant, K.C.M.G.,

Agent-General , Cape Colony ; Sir Walter Peace, K.C.M.G. , Agent

General, Natal ; Sir James Winter, Q.C. , K.C.M.G., Newfoundland ;

Mr. Hermann Kisch, Postmaster -General of Bengal ; Sir Clement

Hill, K.C.M.G., C.B. , representing Protectorates under the Foreign

Office ; and Mr. A. A. Pearson , of the Colonial Office, represen

ting the Crown Colonies ; Mr. A. B. Walkley , of the Secretary's

Office, G.P.O. , acted as Secretary.

Although reporters were not admitted , yet from inspired paragraphs

in the newspapers and interviews with the delegates we can gather a

fair idea of what took place. The first meeting was devoted to a

general exchange of views. The Australian representatives said that
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they were instructed to oppose any reduction of postage. The South

African representatives , on the other hand , were prepared to support

a rate of id. the half ounce ; and this was accepted by the

Postmaster-General of Canada in substitution for his original proposal

of a rate of 1d. per ounce.

At the next meeting issue was joined on a proposal made by Mr.

Mulock that the postage between different parts of the British Empire ,

should be reduced from 2 d . to id . per half ounce. The proposal

was supported by the representatives of Cape Colony and Natal ,

and was opposed by the Australian delegates, mainly on the ground

that it would involve a reduction of their inland rate from 2d. to id.

at a cost to the Colonial Revenues of a quarter of a million a year.

The representative of India said that his Government was not anxious

for the proposed reduction , which would only benefit the British

residents — a comparatively small portion of the population . The

views of the Imperial Government were not disclosed ; but it seems

to have been suggested that a rate of 2d . per ounce might be adopted

by all parties as a compromise.

This suggestion, however, met with no strong support, and by the

next meeting it had become clear that uniformity of postage was

doomed . The Australians insisted that the old rate of 2 d . per half

ounce must be maintained for letters sent to and from Australia,

while the other Colonies would not be satisfied without a substantial

reduction . Aſter protracted discussion it was decided that the parts

of the Empire which desired to have penny or twopenny postage

between themselves should be at liberty to do so ; and the Duke of

Norfolk accepted the resolution on behalf of Her Majesty's Govern.

ment ; while the representative of the Colonial Office promised that

Mr. Chamberlain would take steps for the adoption of the reduced

rate, as far as possible , by the Crown Colonies.

After having thus banished the principle of uniformity from the

letter postage , the Conference proceeded to consider whether it could

not be introduced into the Colonial Parcel Post . The Duke of

Norfolk propounded a scheme under which parcels should be sent

between the United Kingdom and all other parts of the Empire at

the following rates :

For a parcel weighing

Not over
3

lbs. od.

Over 3 lbs. but not over 7 lbs . od .

Over 7 lbs . but not over 11 lbs . od .

This scale, which it was recognized could only be introduced

35.

IS .

2S .
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gradually, is intended ultimately to supersede the varying British

scales, numbering more than twenty now in force, and at the same

time to encourage the use of the Parcel Post by providing moderate

charges for heavy parcels, in respect of which the present charges

are in some cases almost prohibitive. The scheme was well received ,

and the delegates undertook to refer it to their respective Govern

ments for decision.

After the Conference the representatives of the Mother Country

and of those Colonies which are prepared at once to accept penny

postage met as a Committee to settle details . It is of this Committee

that a photograph is given on page 380. A general desire was

expressed that the reduced rate should come into operation on the

Prince of Wales's birthday ; but that date proved to be too early, in

view of all the preliminary work which has to be done, and Christmas

Day is the date now provisionally fixed .

The step about to be taken will undoubtedly have important con

sequences. Everybody will hope that the political, social , and

commercial advantages anticipated by the advocates of Imperial '

Penny Postage will be realized . Will it also lead , as prognosticated

by experienced Post Office servants , to ( 1 ) Universal Penny Postage,

and ( 2) Halfpenny Inland Postage ? L. T. HORNE.

Secretary's Office, G.P.O.

II .-CANADA'S POSTMASTER -GENERAL .

If the highest rewards of a statesman's life are to see the reforms

for which he has worked actually carried out, and to be conscious

that his actions are bearing immediate fruit, then indeed the most

enviable lot is that of a statesman in a new country. In an old

country like England, where vested interests oppose the reformer at

every step he takes , where the conservative influences which

dominate all classes throw difficulties in his path in every change

which is suggested, the statesman can himself achieve comparatively

little , and , if he works for the public good , the actual result of his

individual effort is very small, and other men more frequently reap .

what he has sown . From a place-seeking point of view the most

successful politician in an old country is the opportunist ; the

statesman with ideas must be content to remain out of office, and

perhaps when he is old and worn out with the efforts to convince

his fellow countrymen, to see his policy adopted by his opponents.

Go to a new country and you will find a different state of things .
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prevailing. Even in the adoption of modern conveniences and

scientific improvements which this century has developed or dis

covered, the Colonies are ahead of the Mother Country, and this of

course is due to the absence of vested interests, and to the ease

with which reforms can be carried through in countries where

precedent has not been elevated to the sanctity of a divine com

mandment.

It was therefore only to be expected that the first move towards

making Imperial Penny Postage an accomplished fact should come

from the Colonies, and it is only natural, and in accordance with

the law which governs these things, that the old country should be

only too willing to hold to the old ways so long as it was possible

for her to do so with dignity. But for Canada's action this reform

might have been postponed for at least another decade. Though

members of Parliament and editors of newspapers might have

continued to press the question on Ministers , the old arguments

used by the Secretaries of the Treasury of both political parties would

have probably gone on winning the day , until perhaps some action

on the part of another nation forced our opportunist statesmen to do

something.

And this is just what has been done in the present instance.

To the Hon. William Mulock, Q.C. , Postmaster-General of

Canada, belongs the credit of forcing the hand of the Mother

Country, and the condition of things which made it possible for him

to do this was the remarkable display of colonial patriotism and

loyalty which was one of the chief features of the Diamond Jubilee

of 1897. The happy thought which prompted Mr. Chamberlain to

invite the Colonial Premiers to London has already had the most

far-reaching results , and while we are apportioning the credit for

Imperial Penny Postage to different individuals, let us not forget

the Colonial Secretary's share in the business . All the old stock

arguments which seemed unanswerable in ordinary circumstances

were swept away in presence of the feeling that the British Empire

was united , and it was realized that the most tangible way of

bringing this fact home to Britons all over the world was in making

the penny the uniform charge to and from every country which gave

allegiance to Queen Victoria . To some minds there is something

wrong in the idea of the postage being 2 £d . to Paris and id . to

Quebec, but to other minds the object lesson that this difference

furnishes of the benefits attending the fact of being a British subject

is worth a loss of even a few thousands a year to the Treasury.
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However this may be, the Postmaster -General of Canada found

that this patriotic feeling was in existence in his country, and that

the time for action on his part had come. “ There is nothing to

wait for," he said to himself with the recklessness of a statesman
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by John Proctor .

A SPIRAL ASCENT.

Steady does it ! Bravo Canada !”

[From Britannia, August 1898.

of a new country, “ let us strike while the iron is hot.” Well, we

know what happened, and it only remains for us to sketch in brief

the career of this distinguished man.

Mr. G. F. Everett, of the General Post Office, Ottawa, who has
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been for a long time the best friend of St. Martin's- le - Grand in the

Dominion of Canada, has furnished us with the following account

written for us by an ardent political supporter of Mr. Mulock :

“ Mr. Mulock is the second son of the late Thomas Homan

Mulock , of Banagher, Ireland , by his wife Mary, daughter of the

late John Cawthra , a Yorkshire man, at one time a member of the

Upper Canada Legislature. He was born at Bond Head, in the

province of Ontario, on the 19th January, 1843. He was educated

at the Newmarket Grammar School and the University of Toronto,

graduating in Arts in the latter institution in 1863 as first class

honour man in the department of Modern Languages.
He was

called to the Ontario Bar in 1868, and in 1894 the degree of LL.D.

was conferred on him by his Alma Mater. For many years he was

actively engaged in the practice of his profession in Toronto, during

that time being also a law lecturer and examiner for the Law Society

of Upper Canada, and in 1890 he was created a Q.C. He was first

elected a member of the Senate of the University of Toronto in

1873 , and has ever since enjoyed a seat in that body . In 1881 he

was elected Vice-Chancellor of the University, and has been re

elected continuously ever since.

“ Mr. Mulock entered public life in 1882 , being elected in that year

in the Liberal interest by the Riding of North York, and has always

been re -elected by largely increased majorities until 1896 , when, on

accepting the portfolio of Postmaster-General in the Liberal

Administration of which the Rt. Hon. Sir Wilfrid Laurier is

Premier, he was re-elected by acclamation . For fourteen years,

from 1882 to 1896, he had sat with his party in opposition , and

these years were no doubt fruitful in hopes and plans which he is

now endeavouring to carry out .

Bringing into the political arena the same restless energy and

active interest in the welfare of his countrymen , so characteristic of

him in other walks of life, he has become one of the most influential

1.iberal leaders from the province of Ontario. As a private member

of Parliament he has taken a most prominent part in the debates .

His whole career as a public man, though not one of hostility to the

United States , has been marked by Imperial tendencies , and a

desire to draw closer the ties that bind Canada to the British

Empire . Hence when, on the formation of the Laurier Cabinet in

July, 1896, he was sworn into office as Postmaster-General of

Canada, his fellow Canadians were not at all surprised when in

pursuance of that policy he announced his intention of devising
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means of reducing the postal rate between Canada and the other

portions of the British Empire. The reduction is an intensely

popular one in Canada, and it is believed by the people of Canada

will be conducive to improved trade relations between Canada and

the Motherland . Whilst his fellow Canadians have no desire to

deprive those, who in England and other countries have been

advocating this reform for years , of the credit which is justly theirs , it

is to Canada a source of pride and gratification that so distinguished

a son as her Postmaster-General should have taken so prominent

and active a part in transferring the scheme of reduced postage

within the British Empire from the list of possibilities to that of

things accomplished .

“ The Postmaster-General is an enthusiastic follower of agricultural

pursuits, his extensive farm in North York being one of the model

farms of the province. A worthy citizen , an able man, at all times

seeking the promotion of the country's interests, he enjoys in a

marked degree the confidence and respect of the Canadian

people.”

It will not be out of place if we publish in this connexion the

letter written by Mr. Mulock to the Secretary of the British Empire

League after the conclusion of the postal conference :

“ Office of the High Commissioner for Canada,

“ 17, Victoria Street, London, S.W.

“ July 13 , 1898 .

“ Dear Mr. Murray,—You will probably have learned from this

morning's papers that our postal conference has had a most

satisfactory termination , and I now avail myself of the freedom ,

that I felt was not mine during the conference, to speak my mind

more freely.

“ I am satisfied that the work of the British Empire League, both

in Canada and here, has been a powerful educational force in

removing prejudices and brushing away difficulties in the way of the

adoption of penny post within the Empire. I trust that the happy

result of this conference will serve as a further incentive to the

League to continue their good work. The unanimity with which

this morning's London press speaks approvingly of the work of the

conference, shows that here, as in Canada, the unity of the Empire

is now part of the national creed .

“ It would seem that the federation movement, like the development
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of the British constitution, will go on steadily, perhaps at times

almost imperceptibly, but yet always making safe progress.

“ Yours sincerely,

“ (Signed ) W. MULOCK .

“ C. Freeman Murray, Esq. ,

“ Secretary British Empire League,

“ 112, Cannon Street , E.C.”

It is rumoured that, when the new rates come into force, a title

will be conferred on Mr. Mulock ; but whether this honour be in

store for him or not, he will always rank in Post Office history as the

man who made Imperial Penny Postage an accomplished fact; and

he will in consequence be remembered with gratitude by thousands

of Anglo-Saxons all over the world . Lest these words should appear

too eulogistic, and perhaps unjust to others who have worked in the

same cause, we invoke as a witness on our side the Duke of Norfolk ,

who, in a speech at Lytham on the 17th September, disclaimed any

credit for the establishment of Imperial Penny Postage, which, he

said , was due to the progressive spirit of Canada. It would be

unfair, he added, if he did not at once shift the credit from his

shoulders to his brother Postmaster-General of Canada. That is

also our view of the matter ; but the generous-heartedness of the

Duke's tribute makes us realise how much Mr. Mulock's path must

have been smoothed by the evident sympathy of the British

Postmaster-General.

III .-FROM THE CANADIAN POINT OF VIEW.

CANADIANS who have given any attention to the postal system of

their own country find a certain propriety in the proposal for the

Imperial Penny Postage having come from Canada. For the attain

ment of ends identical with those which the majority of the postal

conference had in view, Canada has done on a very considerable

scale what the empire at large has been asked to do on a more com

prehensive scale . When in 1871 the provinces on the mainland of

the British North America decided to complete the work of

confederation begun in 1867 , the postal system of the older provinces

was at once extended to the new territory. For some time the old

provinces had to depend upon the United States post office for the

means of communication with the provinces of Manitoba and

British Columbia, but the building of a railway system through
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Canadian territory across the continent placed the Canadian post

office in a position of independence . In thus extending their

postal arrangements to cover the vast and sparsely settled country

between the two oceans, it did not occur to the people to enquire

whether the system would pay its way. With a population at the

time considerably less than four millions , most of whom were

engaged in farming, and therefore unlikely to have an extensive

correspondence, the question would have been absurd . It was felt,

however, that the objects to be attained by confederation were of

sufficient consequence to warrant a sacrifice on the part of one of

the agencies of government, and it is in the same spirit that

Canadians approach the question of a close union among the

several parts of the empire.

Canada has never derived a revenue from her post office, and

while far from believing that she is a subject for congratulation on

that account, we cannot but think the fact preserves her from a

difficulty which might beset the British post office in dealing with the

question . Any institution which by means of the services it renders

becomes a source of revenue to a government is apt to undergo a

change in aspect, its character as a revenue-getter assuming promin

ence at the expense of the character it derives from its services. An

institution turning over to the state a sum exceeding £3,000,000

yearly, acquires an importance and an independence which makes

the government hesitate before calling upon it to assist in the

furtherance of the general policy of the state. The institution

itself becomes marked by conservatism , and a scepticism as to the

merits of those large schemes which owe their conception to the

open -eyed hopefulness of struggling youth. Canada has had no

surpluses to distract its attention from the primary purposes of its

post office, but the success of the present Postmaster- General with

the finances of the post office makes it doubtful whether, if this had

been written two years later, we should have been able to boast of

our Spartan virtues .

Canada expects great things from the Imperial Penny Post . She

has serious tasks on hand , and indulges the hope that freer inter

course with the mother country will be of much assistance to her.

We have immense resources , which require population and capital

for their development. Until the mining discoveries of the last few

years, Canada has been at a distinct disadvantage in the competition

for the emigration from Europe .

Her chief competitor was able to make display of a success which
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astonished the old world . The more energetic among the emigrants

were indulged with the belief that opportunities lay waiting for them ,

which only required steady application to convert into wealth , and

those who did not feel equal to great things were assured of a

livelihood on easy terms. Prospects so attractive it was not in

Canada's power to show. The best we had to offer was a home and

the chance of a good living, if a man had energy to win these from

the soil he cultivated . We have never been disposed to make

apology for the commonplace character of the offer we make to

intending settlers. We are satisfied that the average of comfort

is greater in Canada than any other country, and that the advantages

Canada has at her disposal are sufficient inducements to the most

desirable sort of settlers, if only they can be made known. It is.

here that the reduction in the postage rate is expected to tell . With

cheap and easy means of communication, every contented settler

becomes an emigrant agent. A large amount is spent by Canada

every year in bringing a knowledge of her resources to those in

Europe who contemplate emigration ; but the best that an unknown

and interested agent can do in this way is as nothing compared with

the effect of an enthusiastic letter from a former neighbour, who

has a story to tell of success in the new country. To come to the

point of deciding to emigrate and take one's chances in another

country must be a difficult and painful task to any person having

others depending on him ; but how immensely the difficulties are

reduced by the knowledge that where the emigrant is going there is

a man who is at once a guarantee of eventual success, and a.

commencement in the new land of the social life which was so dear

to him in the old . A few old country neighbours gathered together

in a settlement form a nucleus from which radiates the life of

Europe, and a country in which such groups are numerous need not

concern itself greatly as to the good citizenship of its people.

But why look for such results from the penny post, when the

present charges are so little higher ? It is true that, for a single out

lay, 21d . would not be seriously felt by the poorest settler, but

frequent correspondence implies a number of such outlays, and the

difference would soon be observed. Farmers may be in comfortable

circumstances, and yet seldom have any considerable amount of

ready money beside them, and if to the mere physical difficulties of

writing there is added a noticeable draft on the pocket book , their

correspondence is apt to lag. Rowland Hill , in submitting the case

of domestic penny postage before the Parliamentary Committee in
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1837 , maintained that , as a postage rate, a penny was so much superior

to twopence that the immediate advantage for the adoption of the two

penny rate should be disregarded , and although the Parliamentary

Committee reported in favour of a twopenny rate, the Govern

ment were so impressed with Hill's reasoning that the penny rate was

preferred to the twopenny rate . In considering settlers in a new

country, the dictum that the charges on correspondence should not

be great enough to constitute a tax applies with peculiar force .

Their manner of life and their occupations tend to make the writing

of letters more or less of a hardship, and the Government should

heware of putting obstacles in the way of their efforts .

Apart from its material advantages , the fact of an exclusive rate

throughout the Empire is an attractive one. It gives reality to the

idea of imperial unity. The attachment of Canada to Great Britain

is deep and strong . While busily engaged in working out her own

life, Canada follows with sympathy the course of public life in the

mother country, rejoicing in her successes and feeling pain in her

The idea of close union with Britain causes a certain glow

such as is felt by two brothers as they enter upon a common venture.

In this aspect penny postage helps to do a complementary and

perhaps more important work than the army and navy. These

preserve the body of the Empire safe from attack, while the

cheapening of the means of communication tends to vitalize the body,

connecting port with port in a living union. This is a matter which

we as Anglo-Saxons are inclined to belittle. Laissez- faire is not only

a political doctrine, but with the average Briton a rule of life. When

the material necessities are provided for, we feel that all other

interests may be left to take care of themselves. The British

Government spends many millions yearly in her means of defence,

and it is safe to say that these millions are the subject of less

criticism than the few thousands which may be required to carry out

the present scheme. That the maintenance of mutuality of interes

between the several parts of the Empire should not be left to chance

should not require argument. Each of these several parts has its

own destiny to fulfil, and if in its preoccupation with its own affairs,

it should overlook its relation to the others, no one should be sur

prised . Indeed, the wonder is that the loyalty holding the Empire

together is of so enduring a quality.

Differences of race and social development seem to have no effect

on it . But it is not safe to argue from the past to the future in such

matters. The colonies are developing rapidly, and the number of
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foreigners seeking homes in them increasing, and every care will

have to be taken that the growing individuality of each may not take

on a form which will jeopardise its connection with the Empire.

With our fathers, or at any rate our grandfathers, born in the United

Kingdom, and with the comparative lack of the dramatic element in

our growth, it is easy to turn our faces towards the parent land to

satisfy our desire for high achievement. But time will impair this

simple basis of imperial unity . Every year will give distinctness to

the impress which Canada, as such, is making on its people. The

older people, with whom Great Britain was home and Canada never

more than a more or less endurable place of exile, are dying out.

The Canadian element is gaining prominence, and those who now

come to Canada take rather than give distinctive character . With

the industrial development now going on , absorbing the attention of

the country, it may well happen that in time a generation may grow

up that knows not Great Britain.

Where is the preservative against this state of things ?

There seems to be only one, and that is to identify Canada with

the objects for which Great Britain as a nation exists. Let each

draw help and inspiration from the other. Great Britain has

inestimable advantages from the mere fact of continuous national

life for a thousand years. Canada, to name only one of several

colonies, has the advantage of being the home of those who bring

from older countries the political notions in vogue in those countries,

and who are able to realize those notions unhampered by conditions

having their roots in the past. With free and sympathetic com

munication between the two peoples, each may give the other the

benefits of its experience, and the Greater Britain be the stronger to

carry forward the torch placed in her hands.

There seems to be an impression that the scheme cannot fail to

involve the Post Office in loss. That, of course, can be the case

only if the cost of handling the correspondence in question is

greater than the receipts, no matter how great the development,

The Postmaster-General of Great Britain was supposed to have

settled the matter by the statement he made in the House that it

took over {d . to send an outgoing foreign letter as far as the British

outport , that is to say, that it cost over d. to send a London letter

addressed to Canada as far as Liverpool. If such were the case

The penny postage could not pay, since the penny charge on a letter

inust cover not only the delivery of the letter into the hands of the

Foreign Post Office, but also the receipt of its answer and its

CC
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delivery to the addressee in London. But the statement is clearly

an erroneous one . Any Post Office man, on reflection , will see

that the only difference between handling two foreign letters, one

going out from London to Canada via Liverpool , and another

coming from Canada to Edinburgh via Liverpool, and the handling

of one domestic letter from London and Edinburgh, is that the bags

containing the two foreign letters are handed, in the one case, to

the tug carrying the mails to the ocean steamer at Liverpool, and in

the other case from the tug, two most inexpensive operations. No

one in face of a surplus of over £3,000,000 derived mainly from

letters (the Postmaster-General in his last report declared that

newspaper conveyance did not pay the Post Office), is prepared to

say that the London letter addressed to Liverpool costs over a

penny for conveyance and handling at the terminals. That the

ſoreign postal business of Great Britain does not meet expenses is

stated in the departmental report year by year, but the reason

appears to be that the Post Office is given an impossible task. The

whole subsidy for the maintenance of a steam service is charged

against the Post Office, whereas a large part would appear to be

chargeable to the Admiralty, and to the department which under

takes the encouragement of trade and commerce . That the British

foreign service could be a remunerative one at the present rate of

postage, and even at the penny rate, may be inferred from the fact

that the figures given in the departmental report of the United

States Post Office show that the ocean mail service of that country

yields a large surplus, and the report furnishes data from which it

can be shown that the surplus from an ocean penny post would be

considerable.

The United States over-sea mails are carried in large part by

foreign vessels, for which service that Post Office pays at the rate of

5 francs per kilogram or about 44 cents per pound for letters, and

50 centimes per kilogram or about 41 cents per lb. for other

articles . 78 per cent. of the transatlantic mails were carried on the

terms here mentioned . The remaining 22 per cent. were carried

by American vessels under contract with the department, at the cost

of 757,680.00 dols . , while the conveyance of the 78 per cent. cost

only 348,596-42 dols. These facts are instructive as explaining

the deficit in the English over-sea mail service. In 1891 , in

avowed imitation of the British practice, the American government

decided to subsidize mail steamers. Their aim was to encourage

the establishment of a merchant marine, which would be useful in
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time of war. By 1893 they had had enough of this system, and

they cancelled seven of the eleven contracts made in pursuance of

it, the remaining four being continued on account of the large

amounts in which the contractors had become involved, and , also ,

on account of the possible necessity the government might be

under of providing themselves with cruisers. The department

found that the only advantage they obtained from the contracts was

that they were able to control the time of departure of the vessels.

Nothing was gained in the matter of speed , as may be imagined

from the fact that the greater part of the mails were carried by the

vessels of the Cunard and North German Lloyd lines. The rate of

44 cents per lb. , being the amount at which the leading transatlantic

liners carried the mails, may be presumed to be a fair one ; and in

order to eliminate from the amount paid for the contract service

the sum which is properly chargeable to subsidies for trade and

war purposes, we take the quantity of mail matter carried under the

contract system and apply the non-contract rate of 44 cents per
lb.

to it. The transatlantic contract service, for which 757,680ºoo dols.

were paid, would , if the mails had been carried by such vessels as

those of the Cunard, North German Lloyd , or White Star, have cost

only 153,074 95 dols ., making it necessary to charge 604,605'05 dols .

of the total of 757,680.00 dols. to subsidies for purposes foreign to

mail conveyance. The total deductions on the four contracts still

in operation are 966,075 * 77 dols . , reducing the amount charged

against mail conveyance from 1,791,170'42 dols. to

825,094.65 dols. Now as to the receipts from the ocean mail service .

The Postmaster- General in his last report estimates the total

receipts from the foreign mail service at 3,358,437 *65 dols. , which

are made up as follows:

dols.

Letters 2,558,733.68

Postal cards ... 34,575.87

Other articles 765,128.10

ocean

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

3,358,437.65

Of this amount 25 per cent. was received from the correspondence

with Canada and Mexico, which being all charged at the domestic

rates of the United States, and nearly all carried by railway, must

be deducted in order to arrive at the amount of over-sea business

done by the United States at Postal Union rates. Reducing the
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figures of the foregoing statement by 25 per cent., we reach the

following result:

Including Canada and Mexico.

dols.

Letters 2,558,733.68

Postal Cards 34,575.87

Other articles 765,128.10

Omitting Canada and Mexico.

dols .

1,919,050º26

25,931'90

573,846'07

3,358,437.65 2,518,828.23

and we

Reduce the amount for letter postage in the proportion of 21 to 1 ,

and the amount for postal cards in the proportion of 2 to 1 ,

get the amount which the United States would receive under the

penny postage system, which is as follows:

dols .

Letters 767,620: 10

Postal cards
12,965'95

Other articles 573,846'07

Total receipts under penny postage 1,354,432'12

Placing the cost of the service, 825,094 :65 dols. , against the

amount which would have been received at the penny rate, the

balance to the credit of the department would be 529,337 :47 dols.

The importance of demonstrating that the penny ocean postage

may be made to pay, if none but legitimate charges are made

against the Post Office, must be our apology for this lengthy

statement.

That the lowering of rates will result in a large expansion in the

volume of correspondence is a postal commonplace, but some

figures collected by the Postmaster-General of this country in

support of the proposition submitted to the House last session for

the reduction of the domestic letter rate from 3 cents to 2 cents per

oz. , may be reassuring to those who distrust general statements.

These figures were gathered from the departmental reports of Great

Britain and several other European countries of the United States

and Canada. The recovery of the revenue of Great Britain

consequent upon the establishment of the penny post in 1840, and

the results of reductions in the rates in European countries, which

were obtained from the report of the British Post Office for 1865 ,

will be familiar to English readers, and need be no more than
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oz.

in

brought to their recollection . The figures from the United States

and Canada will perhaps be more instructive . In the United States ,

prior to 1845 , the rates were based on the principle obtaining in

England at the time of the introduction of the penny post, that is ,

they varied according to the distance letters were carried . The

average rate was from 12 to 15 cents per letter . In that year there

was a reduction to 5 cents per 1 oz. within a radius of 300 miles,

and to 10 cents per į oz . outside that radius. In 1848 , or three

years later, the revenue was 133,789 dols. greater than it was at the

time the rates were changed . In 1852 the rate of 5 cents per } oz.

was reduced to 3 cents per į oz. There was a decrease of about

1,000,000 dols. in the revenue for next year, but in the year

following, or two years after the 40 per cent. reduction in the rate ,

the revenue has recovered and exceeded that of the last year of the

5 cent rate by 30,000 dols. In 1883 the rate was reduced from

3 cents to 2 cents per į oz. , and in 1885 the unit of weight was

raised from 1 oz. to i The revenue in detail will show the

effect of these changes . In 1883 , the last year of the 3 cent rate ,

the revenue was 45,508,693 dols.; in 1884 , 43,325,959 dols.;

1885 , 42,560,844 dols. ; in 1886, 43,948,423 dols.; and in 1887 ,

48,837,609 dols. , or after four years an increase of over 3,000,000

dols. as compared with the last year of the 3 cent per į oz. rate.

The United States, however, was growing with great rapidity

during those periods, and it may not unnaturally be asserted that the

recovery was due as much to the natural expansion of business as

to the opportunities afforded by the reduced rates . The growth of

Canada has been much steadier, and its statistics may be taken as

illustrating more pertinently the effects of reductions in the rates.

Up to 1851 the rates in Canada varied on the basis of distance, the

average being about 18 cents per letter. In 1851 the rate was

reduced to 6 cents per į oz . , or by 66 per cent. In 1850, the last

clear year under the old rates, the revenue was 362,065 dols. , and

in 1855 , or four years after the change in rate, it had reached

368,166 dols . This, be it remembered, is the record in a

community very largely agricultural , there being no towns of any

size in Canada at that period . The next notable reduction took

place in 1869 , when the rate was lowered from 5 cents to 3 cents

per i oz. The revenue, which was 1,024,702 dols . for 1868, had,

after a temporary fall, recovered by 1871 , and reached the amount

of 1,079,768 dols. The Canadian figures appear to bear most

directly on the point as showing the responsiveness of one of the
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countries concerned in the Imperial Penny Postage scheme to a

reduction in postal charges, and illustrating what may be expected

from colonies having similar social conditions, such as Australia and

South Africa.

Without indulging in such speculations as to the financial results

of the scheme as the foregoing statements would suggest, it would

appear that Imperial Penny Postage, big as it is with consequences

to the future of the Empire, is not open to animadversion on the

part of those who regard it as essential that such a scheme should

be self-sustaining WM. Smith.

Ottawa.

Slinging letter-bags across a nullah in the rainy season .

( Sketches in India , 1858. )
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" How to Succeed in Business. "

as ;

“ If he is poor who is always wanting something, the covetous and ambitious

man must languish in extreme poverty .” LA BRUYÈRE.

HE Editor of The Young Man, with a keen eye for the

commercial as well as the spiritual needs of his clients,

has, in the August issue of his journal, published under

the above title a collection of recipes from various

successful men. Everybody knows now how the thing is done, and

it will be the fault of young men themselves if in the near future a

number of colossal fortunes are not realized by them. Many of the

recipes, like all great dishes, are made up of extremely simple

ingredients, such “ Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with

thy might, ” “ Always do your best,” “ Honesty is the best policy,'

and other familiar copybook platitudes ; and those of us who have

tried all these roads to fortune without success are forced to the con

clusion that it is in the cooking where the skill lies, and where we

have failed and the other men have succeeded. Let us then see how

the cooking is done. Sir George Newnes attributes the success of

the huge undertaking with which he is connected to the fact that he

takes as much interest in his work as in his pleasures. This is the

only reason he condescends to give ; it is simplicity itself, and the

marvellous thing is that it has never occurred to anybody else to

become a great capitalist in the same way. We notice that Mr.

Harmsworth has not furnished his recipe, but it is possible the Editor

rejected his contribution on the ground that “ By underselling Sir

George Newnes” was a reason unsuited to his publication, and

calculated to upset the consciences of nonconformist young men.

Mr. Hooley's advice is also absent , but he had probably nothing to

add to what he has already told the official receiver on this

subject. His methods admittedly require capital , and the wonderful

thing about all the advisers to The Young Man is that in their

recipes not even the proverbial half -crown is required at the

start.

Sir James Reckitt, Bart. , says , “ Don't advertise your wares unless

you sell of the best,” and he leaves the reader to form the inevitable

conclusion that “ Reckitt's blue is the best.” His recipe suggests a

very neat little syllogism as well as an extremely smart advertisement ,

and we felt when we read it the same sense of irritation we have

often experienced when in the midst of some thrilling paragraph we
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come upon the words “ Vi- Tibbles,” “ Mother Seigel,” or
Carter.”

Alderman W. H. Stephenson, J.P., ex-Mayor of Newcastle-on - Tyne,

says : “ Given a congenial occupation , good health and average

ability, combined with industry, integrity and full purpose of heart , a

young man is bound to succeed , ” and , we suppose, to die an

ex -Mayor. This is encouraging, but he begs the whole question

when he goes on to say, “ He may not be great but he will be good ,

and that is the highest order of merit and success . " This is

depressing even to the nonconformist conscience, and it is still more

so when we see that the perfectly legitimate inference from the

J.P.'s statement is that with an uncongenial occupation, ill -health , less

than average ability , combined with other things, a man cannot even

be good . Mr. C. Arthur Pearson's advice, “ Embark in a business

which suits you. If your work does not interest you it is perfectly

impossible to do your best at it,” is very sensible as far as it goes ; but

the rest of his advice is mere drivel : - “ Stick to it like a limpit. Get

up with it in the morning and go to bed with it at night. Think

about it all the time. Don't try and take your leisure until you have

secured your success . " The tragic thing about this preposterous

advice is that Mr. Pearson himself has broken down at the age

and his collapse is due to the circumstance that he could not leave

his work alone even on a railway journey, and his eyesight is

irretrievably injured in consequence. Perhaps he would instance

himself as an awful example of the man who, when he had achieved

success , had forgotten how to enjoy his leisure . Sir Richard Tangye

suggests that a close attention to small details explains his dis

tinguished position in the commercial world , and this is his definition

of small details, “ Such as closing doors behind them, and tipping up

the basin in the lavatory.” As far as the latter habit is concerned I

may be allowed to say that there are evidently an unusual number of

potential failures in my own department , and that the alleged absence

of promotion in that department would appear, indeed, to be easily

accounted for ; but, conscious as I am of a clean record in this

particular detail , rapid advancement would appear to be in store for

me were it not that Angelina accuses me of being a determined

supporter of " the open door ” policy. Officially, however, the

institution of swing doors should save me, and explain at the same

time my domestic shortcomings. On the general question of

“ attention to small details, ” it may be stated that many men in the

Civil Service no doubt share with Sir Richard Tangye the distinction

of having risen by means of this habit, or intellectual giſt, whichever
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you like to call it . George Meredith , in The Egoist, in describing

one of his characters, says of him, “ He pores over little inexactitudes

of phrase and pecks at them like a domestic fowl” ; and there is no

doubt the Service often finds the domestic fowl more useful than the

ornamental varieties of the poultry kingdom . Unfortunately , so

limited are the endowments of the average man, such gifts almost

presuppose a limited mental horizon , and an incapacity to deal with

large issues, that even in the Service it is impossible to do credit to

a high position without possessing something more useful as one's

stock in trade.

Mr. C. Moberly Bell , manager of The Times, who is evidently

accustomed to receiving memorials from his own staff on their

grievances, says, “ Don't regard too much your pay.” This is

distinctly the advice of the head of a large undertaking, and we

suspect it at once as wanting in disinterestedness . His second piece

of advice is, “ When you know thoroughly your own work try and

master that of the man above you ,” and this is also evidently written

in the interests of the proprietors of The Times. For it is obvious if

a man masters his superior's work he will be in a position , when a

vacancy occurs , to teach that work to the inexperienced youngster

who will probably get the appointment. Besides, in offices which

are undermanned, a man almost habitually does the work of the

class above him without either prospect of promotion or increase of

emoluments. We advise Mr. Moberly Bell to try again.

There is a lamentable want of reality and sincerity about these

recipes . We are convinced they would all break down if the

authors were subjected to cross -examination . Still , the idea is a

good one, and I boldly ask why we should not have " Guide to

Promotion ” in the Service. The army already possesses a

publication which goes by that name , and I can conceive of nothing

more useful to the young Civil Servant than a collection of explana

tions by the various K.C.B.s , C.B.s, Heads of Departments and

others, of their own advancement , with a few hints from them as to

how we can follow their example . At present the only published

and authorised recipe for promotion we possess is of a negative

kind, viz . , " applications made though members of Parliament are

calculated to defeat rather than promote the object in view , " but

this is open to the criticism of the official wag that it is not clear

whether it is your own or the Department's "object in view ” which
is defeated in this way.

The demand we make for an authorised “ Guide ” is by no means

a
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extravagant because in the announcements of appointments no

explanations are given , and though it would be impertinent for me to

say that explanations are required in any instances, I still think it

would be a nice idea to give an opportunity to our successful

brethren to hold out a helping hand to their subordinates, and to

remove the misunderstanding which sometimes exists between

promoted men and those they have passed over. The result would

probably be to increase the flow of promotion by increasing the

number of efficient officers, and nobody but the Chancellor of the

Exchequer would complain if this were the case . Alas ! it is for

this reason that I am afraid the Treasury would not sanction the

publication of such a work, for if the secret “ How it is done were

public property, and we all became qualified for high position in

consequence, “ promotion by merit ” would be promptly abandoned ,

and the “ Guide ” would be obsolete before it had reached a second

edition. It is therefore extremely improbable that we shall ever

have from our successful men advice of the kind we need, although

they will doubtless be ever ready, in common with Sir George

Newnes, Mr. Pearson, and Mr. Moberly Bell, to give us copy -book

platitudes which are as harmless as they are unconvincing. No

man, however high his position, need therefore ' be troubled at my

suggestion. Verily, he can continue to say with the Psalmist in the

privacy of his sanctum , “ Thou hast not shut me up into the hand

of the enemy, but hast set my feet in a large room . "

When I was a mere boy in the Service I believe I must have

given a great deal of trouble ; at any rate, I used to receive daily

lectures from my immediate superior as to the requisites necessary

for success, and he was never weary of instancing himself as an

example I would do well to follow . According to his own account

he had only made one late attendance and that only of two minutes )

in the course of his official career , and he had never been absent for

a single day on sick leave. Moreover, he had never in that time

exceeded the official twenty-minutes for luncheon , and he had never

omitted to sign on or to sign off. But strange to say, when his turn

for promotion came, men who had not forgotten how to come late or to

leave early, and with whom sick leave was an annual luxury, were

preferred before him, and he seemed for a time like a mariner who

had lost his soundings. He, too, might have taken refuge in the

words of the Psalmist , “The ploughers ploughed upon my back and

made long furrows." * “ Then thought I to understand this , but it

Revised Version ” has it , “ The pass -overs passed over my back ,” &c.
* Or as a
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was too hard for me." Small wonder was it that his health now

occasionally broke down, or that nervous exhaustion was responsible

for the fact that he now and then lost his train ; and it was a touching

experience for us who knew him in his leonine period to watch the

beautiful manner in which he would look the other way on the

occasional appearance of a late arrival . And I, who at one time in

my life , prayed nightly for his early decease, or at least his partial

disablement , found myself warming towards the man whom dis

appointment had made human. When he retired , we presented

him with a testimonial , though at one time or another he had

reported against all of us , and men marvelled at the exhibition of

so much Christianity in the Savings Bank Department. But it was

the man himself who had become a Christian , for so far as the rest

of the Department were concerned it can only be said that the

status quo ante was well maintained . It is a hard lesson, I know,

but his was just one of those cases where disappointment is the

making of the man : it often changes the petty tyrant into the wise

disciplinarian , and gives him a wiser and saner outlook on official

life . It is , too, a consolation to know that men who attain success

rapidly and without occasional checks are often unequal to sustaining

their position with either dignity or modesty. To quote from one of

Ben Jonson's much neglected essays, “ Change into extremity is

very frequent and easy. As when a beggar sudżenly grows rich he

commonly becomes a prodigal, for to obscure his former obscurity

he puts on riot and excess . ”

The methods adopted by many men to obtain success in the

Service do not come under consideration in this article, but I may

be allowed to say without any touch of cynicism that the man who

possesses the instincts and habits of the parasite is often a more

honest and satisfactory kind of individual than the man who has a

character for independence. When the independent man begins to

grumble at and rebel against his own neglect because of his official

character, we realise why he adopted the attitude of independence ;

his “object in view ” was similar to that of the parasite, but being

unavowed his conduct is less honest. You cannot eat your cake

and have it, for the only legitimate reward of independence is the

preservation of your own self-respect. The parasite of course has

lost his. The system of “ cash down” which the Civil Service

Supply Association was almost the first to initiate has had an

unfortunate effect upon the higher morality of the Service. We

confer a benefit on our department, or on our fellows, and we
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feel aggrieved if the reward “ cash downcash down ” does not immediately

follow . This state of mind is the more to be regretted because ,

so far as the Department is concerned , “ long credit ” still

reigns supreme. But to moralise on the habits of my official

brethren is an invidious task, and I fall back on the excuse I have

already made for them , that they are without authorised guides on

the road to fortune.

There never was a truer saying than the hackneyed commonplace

that " you can accustom yourself to almost anything. ” We do not

believe it when we are young ; it is one of the revelations of middle

age and of old age. Vernon Lee in a beautiful passage says, “ Still

less can young people know about the other great Lord of Life

Habit. They cannot take comfort in the knowledge that we adjust

our necessities to our possibilities, that we get to care for things

merely because we have them. There is a terribly bitter moment

when youth first becomes aware of change, that it no longer cares

for the same persons and objects, that itself has altered. Later oniy

comes the compensating knowledge of habit ; the fine violence of

pleasure and interest are proved evanescent, but the warm com

fortable joys of everydayness have come instead . ” We realise then ,

too, what tomfoolery this craving for " success " leads us into. The

word should of course be synonymous with the word happiness, but

in our curious muddle-headed civilization they do not mean the same

thing at all, and it is even thought a wise and a creditable thing for

a man to sacrifice happiness for the sake of success. The older, the

more philosophic ideal is that the successful man is he who is the

happiest, and the happiest man of all is he who moves most easily

in his own environment. The ideal of the Editor of The Young Man

is evidently the contrary, and from his point of view the happy

and successful man is he who moves the quickest out of his own

environment. But surely the Christian prayer is not “ Give us to

morrow, the next day or the day after, riches, advancement, and

good position,” but “ Give us day by day our daily bread. ”

During the dark days at the end of each month when Angelina

and I sit and look at one another to save the expense of going out,

we often pass the time in discussing between ourselves what we

should do supposing we suddenly became rich beyond the dreams

of avarice. Such discussions always bring out the vital differences

in our characters and dispositions ; the discussion becomes an

argument, the argument a quarrel, and then you have the ludicrous

spectacle of two penniless mortals wrecking the happiness of their
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domestic hearth in the consideration of the problem what to do with

a fortune which has not yet arrived . I have only to mention a

certain sum—a few thousands—and Angelina's imagination is such

that it speedily becomes quite real to her, and for a time at least she

luxuriates in her wealth . There is a certain house in Chelsea which

will always be quite outside our means to either rent or buy, but

Angelina and I can never pass it without indulging in an animated

debate as to how we should furnish it , and whether I should be

allowed one room or two at the back for my own personal use .

This is our usual walk at the end of the month and it involves no

expenditure, at least of money. But when the first of the month

arrives, and we are dining sumptuously at some favourite restaurant

in our beloved London, forgetful of the past and oblivious of the

thirty days before us, we smile at one another and we agree that it

was foolish to be so agitated, that no duke, earl or capitalist could

possibly be so happy as we are, or enjoy a dinner with half the zest

we can put into the business . Angelina says, as she sips her

Burgundy, “ I think I should really be sorry to have any sudden

change of fortune. I want to see what will be the outcome of the

present struggle ; it is better to work one's own passage and so

adapt one's self gradually to each succeeding change of environment .

The effort to obscure our former obscurity would spoil us both .”

I think this is a true inspiration , and that to most men and

women who take life easily, and who have the inestimable privilege

of good health , a change of fortune which would mean a break with

the old life would be fatal to their happiness . This is why when

successes come in middle and in later life we are often so woefully

disappointed. They don't bring happiness ; “ The Lord of life

Habit” had moulded us into a condition suitable to our former

environment, and it is ease of movement , freedom from strain , and

sympathy with our surroundings which alone bring happiness.

Besides , enjoyment depends so much on the force of contrast .

once went for a trip on the Continent in company with a friend .

Both of us had extremely limited means, and both of us were fond

of good living when we could get it. On making up our estimates

before starting we came to the conclusion that if we lived well all

the time and went to good hotels we could be away only about ten

days. If, on the other hand, we stayed in one place and went into

lodgings, we could easily manage the whole month. But this did

not satisfy our Epicurean tastes, and so I worked out a compromise

which proved eminently successful. On one day we went in for
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wine, table d'hôte, good hotel and excursion expenses ; the following

day we fed on biscuits and water, sat about in open spaces or parks

enjoying the scenery or in writing to our relations, and either took

the night train to another place to save hotel expenses, or took a

night's lodging in some cottage or casual ward . Our money lasted

the whole month ; we enjoyed the luxury of good living, doubled

and intensified by the constant force of contrast which influenced us,

and in addition it made the holiday seem double the length that it

But for such an experiment you want youth and enthusiasm

and a digestion that can be trifled with . To middle-aged ſogies like

myself it appears that now - a -days youth has no enthusiasms except

of a commercial kind. When Mr. Frazer, after his tour round the

world on a bicycle was introduced to a Chinese mandarin , and after

an account had been given to the mandarin of the hair-breadth

escapes , hardships and adventures Mr. Frazer had experienced , " all

from a mere love of adventure,” the verdict of the Chinaman was

simply, “ Too muchy dam fool," and in this country he would

have many sympathisers.

But the “ too muchy dam foolery seems to me to lie in the

commercial ideals of the present day, and not in the enthusiasms of

youth . Anyhow, “ the warm comfortable joys of everydayness ” is an

ideal especially suited to the case of the Civil Servant, whose

life is made up of routine, and who, when the “ Lord of life ” has

been long enough with him , finds the said joys to be a necessity of

his being. Perhaps after all what we want is not a 66 Guide to Pro

motion , ” but “ How to be happy though promoted."

S.B.D. , G.P.O. EDWARD BENNETT.
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The Post Office and Athletics. — IV.

N

ZOT the least of the many medical and scientific discoveries

of the nineteenth century, is the fact that athletic

exercises can be indulged in by women without injury

to their bodily health . Perhaps in view of the opposition

which this sentence will evoke from historical students it should be

called a re-discovery, but it is tolerably certain that nobody will dispute

our right to say that in this country , at least , we have discovered that ,

as a result of open air exercise, women retain their youth for a longer

period than at any time in our history, while the added gracefulness

of figure and of movement which belongs to the women of the present

day is due in no small degree to their indulgence in pastimes which

their mothers and grandmothers considered only suitable or possible

to men and boys. So far from becoming “ masculine ” by such an

alteration in their habits, women have developed to a far greater

degree the peculiar charms of womanhood, and it is obvious that ,

unless carried to excess, the new movement is calculated to be highly

beneficial to both men and women .

It is therefore satisfactory to learn that a large number of ladies

holding appointments in the Post Office regard the culture of the

body and the development of physical power as of immense im

portance, and a pleasant antidote to the sedentary character of their

official duties . If their “ athletics ” are less ambitious than the form

of exercise usually included under this heading, still their work

commands respect and commendation , and it may not be out of

place to include, as it were , in parenthesis , notices of their general

work, and of some individual performances.

A Ladies' Class was formed in connection with Exeter Hall, when

the gymnasium of that Institute was situated in Long Acre. It was

largely recruited from the Post Office, and did excellent work until

1894, when it broke up owing to the closing of the old building ,

and the refusal of the authorities to allow ladies to be instructed in

the new gymnasium . Three years later , mainly through the efforts

of Miss Shackleton , of the Savings Bank Department, Miss Riminton ,

of the Central Telegraph Office, and Miss McManus, of the Postal

Order Branch , a Civil Service Ladies' Gymnastic Class was formed

at the St. Bride's Institute, Ludgate Circus. The class consists of

some thirty members, drawn from the different branches of the Post
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Office, a number which is only prevented from growing larger by the

want of room in which to practise . Meetings are at present held

once a week, from 5 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.

The ladies are fortunate in having for their Instructor Mr. W. M.

Vardon , M.B.C.P.E., late of Uppingham School, who has been good

enough to write and explain how the work of the class is gone

through .

The gymnasium provides plenty of employment for feminine

muscles . First of all there are the musical dumb-bell, bar-bell ,

and Indian club drills , and the marching and running maze. These

alone form a good evening's work ; but, in addition , there are

MR. VARDON, M.B.C.P.E.

( Instructor to the Civil Service Ladies' Gymnastic Class.)

exercises on the parallel bars, vaulting -horse, ladders, &c. , to say

nothing of the high jumping. In this department a number of the

ladies can clear three feet six inches or more, without aid from a

spring -board. All physical drills are performed to a musical accom

paniment, as it is found that the mental exhilaration removes the

sense of fatigue. Any reference to the class must necessarily include

a mention of the honorary leaders , Misses Brown, Elliott, McManus,

Riminton, Shackleton, and Scurfield , who perform valuable work

in giving instruction and help to other members ; in fact it would

be impossible to carry on so large a class without aid of this kind.

The class has been a success, both in point of members and work

accomplished, and this year an effort is being made to get two

evenings a week, and increase the number of members to fifty. A
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suitable and hygienic costume is worn . At the ladies' display given

last season at St. Bride's , the Post Office class was specially invited

to assist .

A great many ladies in the office are excellent swimmers. The Iris

Swimming Club,* which is affiliated to the Life Saving Society and the

Southern Counties’Amateur Swimming Association,came into existence

some five seasons ago , and is conducted in accordance with the rules

of the Amateur Swimming Association . It consists almost entirely

of members from the Savings' Bank Department, Miss Shackleton is

the Honorary Secretary, and much of its success is due to her

energy and example. A feature of the club's work is the practice of

Miss RIMINTON .

the Life Saving Society's drills . Considerable improvement was

effected last season, five members being awarded Proficiency Cer

tificates by the Life Saving Society. Miss M. E. Bird is the captain

of the club, which position she holds by virtue of being the fastest

Swimmer at 100 yards. The Misses Strachan, of the Savings Bank

Department, are clever swimmers, and have formed a club in

connection with Toynbee Hall, themselves acting as honorary in

structors.

A prominent member of the Iris Swimming Club is Miss McManus,

of the Postal Order Branch. This lady commenced to swim at the early

age of eight, and seven years later, in competition with a hundred

* The Daily Telegraph of the 26th September, in an article entitled “ Ladies '

Swimming Costume,” states that the uniform of the Iris Club was much admired

at the recent Ravensbourne Club Exhibition . It consisted of “ dark -blue

stockingette, with frills of butcher- blue gingham at neck, armholes and knees.”

D D
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schoolfellows, secured the special swimming prize offered by the head

mistress for the best overhand sidestroke . Whilst at the Central

Telegraph Office in 1894 , Miss McManus held the post of Captain of

the Ladies' Swimming Section of the Electric Athletic Association ,

which she modestly attributes to the fact that “ only about a dozen other

girls in that office could swim at all. ” On leaving the Central Telegraph

Office she became a member of the Iris Swimming Club, and was

specially mentioned by the examiner in the life saving examination

for her excellent back stroke. She can swim half- a -mile in still

water in twenty-three minutes , and in addition to doing good work

Miss McManus,

as a leader in the Ladies' Gymnastic Class, she can scull extremely

well , and often spends a pleasant hour on the Serpentine, without

endangering the lives of any of the numerous Londoners who enjoy

boating in a London park .

Miss M. Filsell, of the Postal Order Branch, is a strong believer in

the salutary effects of healthy exercise. Although she knows “only

enough of the art of swimming to enable her to venture in deep

waters, and not enough to make her feel happy there ,” she can row,

walk and climb . She learnt to row at Oxford, and has enjoyed

many a smooth row, sharp spurt, or lazy dabble on the Thames and

Cherwell in all weathers, and much regrets that London life almost

restricts practice of this healthful exercise to the waters of the

!



THE POST OFFICE AND ATHLETICS. 399

Serpentine. Miss Filsell's walking and climbing exploits include

tramps round the wave-beaten coast of Cornwall, wanderings over

Dartmoor with occasional unpleasant plunges in its bogs ; the

satisfaction of embracing the topmost cairns of most of the modest

mountains in the Lake District , and frequently walking and climbing

as much as twenty -five miles in one day. She is not a hardy

mountaineer but is always capable of giving practical proof of her

faith in the rightful exercise of physical powers—an exercise

which she holds should be guided by wisdom.

Miss Edith Temple, of the Postal Order Branch , obtains much of

her exercise on the river, between Biffin's at Hammersmith and

MISS FILSELL.

Teddington Lock, where she learnt to manage a boat under the tuition

of an experienced brother. She oftens spends a holiday camping

out in the higher reaches of the Thames. In June 1895 she spent

a fortnight in a punt on the river near Hurley, and her trying

experiences were related in her turnover to the Globe, entitled “ A

Holiday under Waterproof. ” She considers " to float among the

water lilies, and push one's boat into the sweet sedges, so that they

Aling an aromatic odour upon the air through a long lazy day, is the

acme of enjoyment for many a city toiler. Even under waterproof,

however, when the rain is pouring down and skies are leaden-hued,

life in a punt is not wholly without its joys. Although philosophy

dispels many a fairy fancy of the cherished past, it also helps us to

endure the ills that be. Swinburne and cushions, and a cup of

fragment Mocha handed steaming from the pot hissing over the spirit
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stove in the locker aft, offer some compensation to mind and body

when Father Thames is stormy, and Jupiter Pluvius rides triumphant

on the wind .” That the arduous work of propelling a punt on a

stormy reach does not drive away sentiment or hinder observation is

evident by Miss Temple's concluding remarks that she “ never saw

anything so beautiful as the moonlight on the weir and its inky

rushbeds, where the swans dabbled . ”

Miss Ada Earland , who left the office this year with a pension on

account of lung trouble, was one of the first lady bicyclists. She

commenced tricycling early in the '80's at a time when public

opinion pronounced somewhat strongly against ladies riding on

Miss EARLAND .

wheels. Later she rode a bicycle and was one of the pioneers of the

rational dress movement. In the cycling world she was known

more for work than riding, being one of the organisers and first

honorary secretary of the Lady Cyclist's Association. This body

was the first woman's club to be affiliated to the National Cyclist's

Union, on the London Council of which Miss Earland was the first

woman delegate. For several years she wrote for the cycling press

under her own name and various pseudonyms, the bulk of her work

on the Lady Cyclist being signed “ Cynthia . ” Miss Earland is now

engaged in poultry farming, in the hope that the open-air life may

effect a cure.

At least fifty per cent. of the ladies in the Post Office are cyclists.

It is not surprising therefore to find some of them capable of

exceptional performances. Miss F. E. Feek, of the Postal Order
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She may

Branch , is perhaps the best long distance rider. She commenced to

ride in 1896 , and made rapid progress as a wheel woman.

be often seen riding among the thickest traffic in Newgate Street

and Holborn , with the utmost coolness and intrepidity. On Whit

Saturday this year she rode from London to Pershore, in Worcester

shire. She started from King's Cross at 9.30 a.m. , and rode to

Oxford in six hours. Departing thence after half an hour's rest, she

passed through Woodstock and Evesham , and arrived at Pershore at

Miss FEEK .

9.30 p.m. , occupying exactly twelve hours in a journey of 109 miles.

Her longest ride , however, was on August 14th last , when she rode

to Brighton and back in one day. She left Crouch Hill at 4.20 a.m. ,

and travelled via Redhill and Crawley (the only halt on the journey

being at the last named place) , and reached Brighton at io a.m.

On the return journey she left Brighton at 4 p.m., and arrived home

by way of Reigate and Croydon at 9.50 p.m. The total distance

was 114 miles, and she did not dismount for hills either way. It is

a matter of opinion whether it is advisable to ride so great a distance

in one day, but since Miss Feek was “ as fresh next morning as it is



402
THE POST OFFICE AND ATHLETICS.

possible to imagine, ” it appears to be a question for individuals

themselves to decide.

Miss R. C. Parsons , of the Savings Bank Department, is another

experienced cyclist. Athough commencing as recently as 1897 , she

has ridden nearly two thousand miles. Her longest ride in one day

was from Folkestone to London. She recently had the novel and

somewhat weird experience of being on the road all night when

riding with her brother from Alton in Hampshire. They started as

late as 8 p.m. on the August Bank Holiday , expecting to reach

London about i a.m. A series of disasters to the back tyre of her

brother's machine, which necessitated fresh pumping every quarter

Miss SMYTH.

of an hour, prevented them reaching home until 5.30 a.m.

Although the novelty of riding on a perfect road on a moonlight

night is not without its charms, Miss Parsons is not anxious to

undergo a similar experience .

Other good riders in the Savings Bank Department are Miss A.

H. Pope and the Misses M. E. and F. E. Bird . The latter recently

rode from Felpham to London ( 73 miles) in ten hours, including

rests at Billingshurst, Crawley and Purley. Both ladies frequently

ride forty or fifty miles on Saturday afternoons. Miss F. E. Bird in

July rode from Aberystwyth to Llandrindod Wells (52 miles ) in one

day, the route including the highest turnpike road in England and

Wales, seventeen miles of it being uphill . Some of Miss Pope's

best distances in one day are, Bedford to Derby, about 84 miles ;

Cromer to Cambridge 73 miles, and Ponder's End to Mildenhall 64
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miles. Her machine is fitted with the Simpson chain , to which she

attributes her ability to perform such long distances. The Misses

Miss J. SAMUELS.

Samuels , Smyth, Rendle and Napp are also keen cyclists, and

spend most of their holidays in exploring the country on wheels.

Several ladies are good climbers . Miss Mary Williams, of the

Miss B. M. RENDLE.

Savings Bank Department, has been up nearly every peak in Wales ,

and has also done some sturdy climbing in the Alpine district . Miss

Lilian Worthington, of the same Department, has scaled many

difficult peaks in the Alps. Although she has not reached the top
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of Mont Blanc, she has accomplished the greater part of the ascent.

In a recent climbing expedition , when crossing a snowslope ,

her foot slipped , causing her to slide a considerable distance, and she

was only saved from a dangerous position by the dexterous action of

her guide. Although “ the sun and the snow together caused her face

to swell to an abnormal size, which by the end of the week had skinned

and varied from a brick red to a nigger black,” Miss Worthington

is of opinion that there are few recreations which produce so much

good as climbing. The Misses Lemon, Lakeman , Murch and Napp,

of the Postal Order Branch, recently ascended and descended the

Faulhorn (8,803 feet ) in less than seven hours . Miss Dunlop, in

Miss MURCH .

the same Department, has ascended Snowdon by the path very

rarely traversed by members of her sex, although she admits doing

some of the crazy portions on her hands and knees . She delights in

week-end botanical rambles, and finds much joy in walking some

twenty miles of field and wood-land. Her cycling friends had an

exasperating way of hinting at the toil of ordinary walking being

greater than the pleasure, at the shortness of the distance, and so on ,

one little girl actually told her she often did twenty miles in

the cool morning air before breakfast, just to get an appetite," so ,

although Miss Dunlop still secretly enjoys her botanical rambles,

she devotes her holidays to the sterner work of mountain climbing

in North Wales and elsewhere, " where no taunting cycling friend

can follow her through the Foxe's Path of Cader Idris, or the rocky

ridge of Crib Goch . "

and 5
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In tennis the office is well represented by ladies of more than

average ability. Miss Crosbie, of the Savings Bank Department, held

the Club Championship of one of the best North London Clubs,

in 1892–3 .

The believers in pedestrian exercise are legion, but perhaps the

Misses Allan and Hawkins, of the Postal Order Branch, are deserving

of special mention , having done one or two big tours in the South

and West of England .

MISS LEMON .

This notice is necessarily brief, but sufficient has been written to

show that the ladies of the Post Office are not behind the times,

and are fully alive to the benefits to be derived from innocent and

healthy recreation .

* * * *

The performances of Messrs . Lyle-Smith and G. W. Turk have

been noticed in most Service publications, but in response to a

generally expressed wish some of their best efforts are now recorded .

Mr. Turk has won 110 prizes , including three Lord Lingen Cups

and the Essex Mile Challenge Cup. His best times are 120

yards handicap from scratch in 12 seconds (downhill) ; a 440 yards
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As a

handicap from scratch in 50 seconds, and the 250 yards handicap

(with 7 yards start) at the Civil Service Sports in 1889 , in 243

seconds , which was one - fifth second under E. H. Pelling's world's

record of 24 seconds . That his athletic capabilities are far from

being exhausted is evidenced by his election this year to the

captaincy of the Civil Service Association Football Club.

football player he has represented his county on several occasions .

Mr. Lyle-Smith, B.A. , of the Secretary's Office, has now retired

from active athletic work. In 1886 he ran second to Wood in the

Championship Quarter, at Stamford Bridge , in the marvellous time

of 49 seconds . At that time it was the fastest run quarter in the

championship, with the exception of L. E. Myer's record . It is

generally admitted that Mr. Smith lost the championship through

lack of training. Few men have had the temerity to undergo so

severe an ordeal with training limited to “ occasional sprints round

the back garden . ” In the same year he ran 103 yards in 103

seconds, and won the 100 yards , 440 yards (owing 10 yards) , and

250 yards from scratch, giving Pelling 7 yards start, at the Civil

Service Sports . Shortly afterwards Mr. Smith ran untrained to

make pace for Mr. Pelling in the 250 yards record race at Stamford

Bridge, and finished six yards behind him in the record time of 24

seconds .

Reference has been made in the April and July numbers of

the magazine to the exceptional riding during the past year

of Mr. A. J. Cherry, of the Central Telegraph Office. This

year he has shown even greater improvement. In addition to

winning the Middlesex Cup outright, he succeeded, last month, in

winning the 100 Kilometres Paced (amateur) Cycling Championship

of the World, at Vienna, in 2 hours 12 minutes. The pace was so

fast that at mid-distance only three men were on the path , the rest

hors de combat. In one hour Mr. Cherry rode 47 kil. 950 metres ;

in two hours, 91 kil. 40 metres . He was splendidly paced by the

Dunlop-paid men , who were specially engaged by the National

Cyclists ' Union to assist their representative .

In conclusion it is regretted that this series of articles on

athletic performances is incomplete, due partly to the writer's

ignorance, and partly to a natural modesty which has caused many

who, no doubt , were entitled to notice, to keep their performances

private. Enough, however, has been chronicled to show that the

Post Office has played a worthy part, and occupied a high position ,

in the athletic history of the Service .
ERNEST A. MAY.

Accountant General's Department , G.P.O.
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From St. Malo to Monte-Carlo. - 11 .*

Wednesday, September 22nd. Dinan - Rennes ( continued ).

POW the gods (the Greek ones, I mean, of old Edgbaston

days, cribs, Anthon's and Oxford editions ) are always on

the look-out for what William calls “ blokes ” who brag

of their unclouded happiness , and so it came to pass

that some twitches of misfortune were in store for the Postman and

the Pensioner. First, a certain lewd fellow of the baser sort directed

us down a side lane which lead to a prosperous pig -farm but

nowhere else, and when, after some growling, we got back into a

Christian lane, drops of decided water began to fall, and as the lane

turned into the great main road to Rennes the rain fell steadily ,

heavily . First we sheltered under some trees by the roadside and

told each other what a fine thing it was to start on a tour with a

decent downpour. It lays the dust, you know, and freshens up every

thing and gives just the right shimmer and sheen to the autumn tints.

I know we said " shimmer and sheen ," and many other lies which we

thought appropriate to the occasion . But lying à deux is but poor

fun , especially when neither of the two is at all taken in by the

pretence. So it was with some relief that the Postman heard the

Pensioner say, as the raindrops made little pools on the uncovered

saddle of his bicycle : “ I say, old man, I'm going for the next

drinking-shop, and hang the expense.” A fitting Omarian ending to

our pastoral poetry which , in my limited experience -- spite of the

stage-property lambs and shepherdesses-invariably leads to drink.

* * *

The “ Auberge de la Fille aux Yeux a'Or” had a fine title , but

little else . Indeed, we were quite sure from its dear pathetic poverty

striken appearance that the eyes of the mythical lady were the only

* NOTE. - I find it a little hard to believe that any serious -minded

colleague can care for the continuance of thisilliterate and wholly

inaccurate version of my illegible travel notes. The stuff, as one of the

youngest Savages told me with glacial acetic candour, is neither literature,

science, art, or even alleged English, and contains nothing in any way

instructive. Maybe this last negative quality may commendit to some of
my mentally overfed colleagues. Yet to save the time of all good men

bent on self-improvement I should much like - mutatis mutandis, as we

said in the dear old drafts of the early nineties - to put at the head of

this stuffa notice I once saw on a board at the beginning of a grass-grown

Dorsetshire lane : “ To CYCLISTS—THIS ROAD LEADS NOWHERE.” He

who rides may read. J. S. s .
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gold that had entered its battered door for many a long year. Much

else had entered, though , to wit, a couple of lean fowls who loitered

around William's legs as if hoping that some stray grain of maize

might fall from the benevolent stranger. And William was a pretty

picture. He had hung his coat and waistcoat to dry by the rough

wood fire on the open hearth ; his shirt sleeves were turned up in

appropriate village blacksmith style ; his face, gleaming with health

and raindrops, was just visible through a pale mist of " caporal ”

smoke from the mighty bowl of his pipe. William was “ blowing out

the fires ,” and for the benefit of the blameless few who are non

smokers I may add that this operation consists of driving a vast

amount of Her Majesty's wind through a filled and lighted pipe.

The object is to clear out some obstruction either in the tube or the

smoker's temper : the effect is Olympian in its cloud- compelling

effects. The Girl of the Golden Eyes was not to be seen : there

were two or three wan little children and an old couple who shared a

century and a half between them, the grandparents of the little tots

whose father and mother were earning sous in an orchard some

kilometres away. The furniture was of the ramshackle order which

distinguished the old Arundel Club in Salisbury Street in the early

seventies, when “ Bobus ” Williams was king, Irving had not made

his pile, and not a single chair in that refuge for Bohemians had a

sufficient sit-upon. In the auberge an old clock on the wall had

stopped when, I take it , the old couple were young, for spider threads

stretched from hour hand to minute hand and the figures on the

face were shadowy and vague, like the life story on the expressionless

visage of the old man. William blew some shreds of native tobacco

to the fowls, who pecked and forth with stalked out into the rain ,

indignant. Water came down in sheets , and the old people , crossing

themselves, shut windows , doors, and shutters. A distant murmur

as of thunder afar. Then over me, as I sat on the floor, came vague

memories of Dorothy and Boy, of bedtime and mother's gentle

summons, and the purring of many cats . .
* * *

William says he shook me, and my impression is that I shook him :

anyhow, we woke. The wood smoke, beaten by rain down the great

opening in the roof which did duty as a chimney, was filling the

room. A storm of sneezes and smothered swear-words followed, and

after paying for our rough cider we plunged into the swimming bath

outside. Then came an hour's ride head down, eyes half closed ,

teeth set—the very Purgatory of touring. Then a bridge, a dripping
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gendarme, a courteous hurried enquiry, a sharp military answer .

There was a short cut to the inn, said the envious official, by the

canal towing path . We took it and a lot of the towing path with it ,

on our wheels . Then as we turned into the town the clouds broke

and the sun came out , and a fair double rainbow told the old story

that is always new . Soon the kind walls of the Hotel Julien

sheltered us , and an admirable Purée de Pommes warmed the hearts

of both Postman and Pensioner. Other good things followed ,

washed down by excellent cider, all apples and no chemistry.

Tobacco, an excursion into the kitchen to speak fair words to cook

and her mate, who were drying our dripping garments : and so, to

bed.

Thursday, September 23rd. Rennes to Craon . — The sun was rising

in the East as two travellers might have been observed wending their

weary way along the high Norman road that leads from Rennes over

many hills through La Guerche to Craon . The elder of the two,

whose weather-beaten face told of one whom the storms of life had

little spared, cast anxious eyes on a scroll he carried in a leathern

wallet slung in front of him . The younger, whose pale visage spoke

of vigils and whose bent figure proclaimed the tired denizen of cities ,

paused awhile to cast enquiring glances into the puzzled face of

his more robust companion .

* * * * *

I couldn't keep up this G. P. R. James style, though I can't help ,

in common with the latter - day romancers, dropping into it occasion

ally. William took his cap off and scratched his defenceless head :

" Old man," he said, “ this asterisk map says nothing of these

asterisk hills . And there's an asterisk of a lot of them .” And so

there were. Up and down : hills too steep to coast, and too stiff

to ride up. It was really heartbreaking, and for one short hour,

but not for more, William actually became a man with a grievance.

A man with a grievance !—A curious creature that we breed so

plentifully in the service : a type into which any one of us can, by

taking sufficient sour thought , degenerate : a morbid product (as

we used to say on the second floor) which we all hate and avoid

until we find our own neglected selves filed in that dreary dossier.

William and I , talking this matter over afterwards with the sweet

help of a glass of eau sucrée, came to the conclusion that there are

two well-defined types of men with grievances so far as we have

been able to get the small and shifty things under our moral
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microscopes . They divide themselves , like drinks on the top -floor

menu, into alcoholic and non-alcoholic ; and of these the latter is ,

strange to say, the more interesting. Who does not know him ?

Lean and lank, careworn and crushed, his eyes chromed with bile ,

and eyelids reddened by sleepless nights, he creeps through the

service like a doomed and branded man . Colleagues, bolting into

publics from which their consciences shculd bar them, avoid him

as they would a tailor on pay -day : assistant secretaries spot him in

the distant shadow of dark official corridors and take refuge, terror

stricken , in quaintly -placed lavatories that have not known them

for years. The very gods (of the Service) seem to have deserted

him . What is it , men ask , has happened to this doomed creature ?

Has death struck him in those near and dear to him ? Has some

great and irretrievable ruin overtaken him ? Has a west-end

doctor , pocketing his two - guinea fee with professional calm ,

whispered to him the fatal word “ cancer, " or lightly dropped a

death sentence in which suggested “ aneurism ” is the one idea the

dazed patient catches ? Has the end come to him in some tragic

form ? Nothing of the sort : my gentleman has simply been

passed over,” which means (I speak to those who are not ouvetúl

in this matter) that some other good fellow has had from four to

fifteen shillings a week added to his pay, while this poor dear heart

broken soul has been left out in the cold. So he weeps

and wails throughout the office day, and after. He buttonholes

men in corridors, and stops between the cutlet and the lip at lunch

time, full of his grievance, HIS GRIEVANCE. Steady contemplation

of it has swollen it to the size of a national misfortune, and his

whole life and the lives of all that come within his neurotic reach

are poisoned by this trouble. He puts it under his microscope : he

takes sections of his grievance and exhibits them, highly coloured,

to his bored and sickened friends. On all other subjects he is dull

and inert : on this alone he is eloquent, torrential . His face

kindles with the wrath of an Armenian -atrocity -monger when he

tells of those “ unspeakable villains " who have defrauded him of

his rights ; whereas they, honest souls, have only weighed him in a

balance as one would a parcel of hops, and , commercially speaking,

not found him equal to some other sample. For it's all a question

of business, and we can't all be highest price hops. I am not, quâ

hops , in class A myself. But be that as it may (at it again , my boy)

the whole thing is a question of business, which the man with a

grievance and his eyes turned inwards utterly refuses to see. He
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paints his chiefs to you as First Murderer or Second Murderer, and

reveals strange secrets which would “ blast their careers an they

were only known ; for there is no such career-blasting hero as your

man with a grievance. But nothing happens, and the blasting

doesn't even lift a cork out of a bottle .

* * * *

66

Of the alcoholic variety of men with grievances I may say but

little in these clean and courteous pages. This type may be known

by its face, nose, pimples, blotches , and general flavour of “ special

Scotch. ” It confides its woes to sympathetic waiters at public bars ,

and makes speeches of an Anarchist tendency to select circles of

bagmen and bookmakers . It rapidly goes under, and , after all , is

not without a human pathos which only a white man can understand .

Now the number of white men in the Service is limited .

I have heard that there exists on the outer docket of the file

labelled “ USE of the GRIEVANCE by Civil Servants ” a sheet

labelled " Alleged cure for same,” with a cross -reference to a

MORBID PRODUCTS " file. I ventured , for the information and

guidance of myself and other sufferers, to obtain a copy of that

sheet, which contains valuable advice :

“ I do not at all agree with the official doctor as to the remedies

to be applied for the cure of neurotic grievance-mongering . My

own prescriptions are two - fold :

“ ( 4 ) Immediate application on first appearance of Grievance.

Let the patient take six sheets of foolscap and write a full state

ment of the case ; neglecting no detail , real or imaginary, which can

throw a bright light on his own eminent virtues, and a lurid light

on the degraded motives of his chiefs. The patient should neglect

nothing which may in any way cause these latter persons to jump,

and he should-in writing his cure-essay-proceed on the

assumption that the Secretary of the Post Office has nothing

whatever to do but study the said cure- essay. The patient should

also clear his mind of the common delusion that the G.P.O. is

established for the carriage of lette . s, parcels, telegrams , and (D.V.)

telephones, and should be firmly convinced that the whole raison

d'être of the Civil Service is to increase the pay and comfort of the

Civil Servant. Keeping this main idea well in mind, he should

proceed to write himself clean out.

“ The cure -essay , when finished, should be sprinkled with paraffin

and burned in the back garden . Some patients have actually sent

theirs in , but they are of the predestined .
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“ ( B) Later remedies . - Let the patient get up early, take cold

baths and a run before breakfast. The diet should be light and

easily digestible, and , for the first month, not taken in the club

refreshment room. He should bar certain words, e.g., " pay ,

promotion , increment, K.r.l.," as he would avoid strychnine. A

quicker cure can be ensured if the patient can be persuaded to

visit, at intervals, some real case of human suffering. I myself

have known a man set right by two hours treatment in the beautiful

wards of the Children's Hospital in Great Ormond Street.”
* *

But William soon stuffed the map away in that capacious wallet

which held such a surprising collection of bric - a - brac and resigned

himself to the everlasting hills . Those who know the Dorking

Horsham road may picture this as a Dorking-Horsham raised to

the nth
power

of annoyance if you are in a hurry. We were not

at first at all inclined to worry about the endless ups and downs,

and took our pleasure slowly if a little sadly . Unfortunately we

fell into the common error of even experienced cyclists, when we

passed by, as hardly up to our luncheon ideal , a modest smiling

little auberge at Chateau Giron . This was a fatal error, for we

had to forge on to La Guerche, got empty, hungry, critical, and

surly long before we arrived there, and when at last we pulled

up before the Hostelry of the Silver Lion we could have eaten

that king of animals even had he been made of copper. As

luck would have it lunch was over when we got there, and the

silver lioness was occupied in discussing some very absorbing

question of local politics with two gentlemen who had all the

long-windedness of men who have had an excellent déjeuner and

were doing their digestion ” by distracting a satiated attention

from the then loathed subject of food . The lion was nowhere

to be seen, but what were apparently the silver cubs were having

illicit games with saltcellars and pepperpots, imparting thereby

a decidedly irritant quality to the air breathed by dust-choked

cyclists . We bowed, took off our hats, and smiled with that

ghastly grin you may see any day on the face of the scorcher

trying to persuade a stationary public he is taking it easy. Then,

after sundry attempts at giving the good lioness a lesson in French

as she is spoke in the G.P.O., we sat at the table and rang, then

(horresco referens) we thumped ; in this diversion the cubs joined

in gleefully, but made no more attempt than Calverley's Tommy

to obtain any solution of the question . Finally as our “ gorge "

(whatever a gorge may be) began to rise, William bethought him

1
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for 66

of a dodge which I never afterwards knew to fail when we desired

to attract legitimate attention. Slowly, with almost archidiaconal

solemnity, he marched to the tiny fountain at the door of the

salle à manger, where a tin cylinder hangs against the wall, from

which hangs a funny little fountain pipe which swings outward

and at its best delivers about a wineglassful of water a minute

ces messieurs ” to wash their hands with. To this Lavabo, as

it is called , William proceeded, then bowing to the assembled

politicians doffed his hat, and bending low placed his venerable

bald head under the swung serpent. Now William's head in dry

repose is sufficiently impressive, but it is a revelation to hairy Gauls

when cooled in this unwonted public fashion. The effect was

miraculous. The cubs stopped peppering the air, the lioness

stared, and the swollen politicians grouped round the fountain and

this portentous human fruit underneath. Lifting his head up ,

trickling with the thin rills from the Lavabo, William bent his blue

patient eyes on the astonished landlady with a “ Madame, je meurs

de faim .” The lioness was human after all, for she bolted into the

kitchen , unearthed a hitherto- hidden Celestine, and in five minutes

we were beginning what turned out to be a very pleasing knife and

fork exercise. But the politicians, awestruck , sidled gloomily to the

front door, through which one of them, departing, fired this parting

shot : “ Sacré nom d'une pipe, c'est un Anglais ! ”

* *

29

Craon isn't a bad place, but we got there a bit late, and we found

bedrooms over a stable, where the horses broke the dull silence of

the night by various staccato thumps and kicks , and when these

became especially noisy a friend of the family, who slept next door to

me, made matters rather worse by apt but disturbing remarks to the

animals , made through an opened casement which clattered and

slammed at each lesson . Then at dawn the cocks, who apparently

66 dossed in the stables, showed the Englishman what a French cock

can do when he is put to it . Altogether a night in which events

were too crowded for plain sleepers . Still , the coffee and rolls were

excellent and the bill too absurdly modest for anything.

Thursday, 23rd September. Craon to Angers :-Ponts-de- Cé.

A lovely day. We started early : so willed the winged fowls. About

an hour out of Craon I came to the edge of a little wood and sat

down against a tree to smoke a cigarette ; but that smoke took an

hour and a quarter, for the Postman went fast asleep. Waking up

E E
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suddenly and filled with remorse at deserting the Pensioner I made

all speed I could, but he was nowhere to be found. Hunger overtook

me, and a charming auberge between Chateauneuf and Le Lion

d'Angers suggested such repose, that , leaving my bicycle outside, I ,

with a horrible bad conscience , crept into the half kitchen, half

dining room and asked for food . A tramp was lying full length on a

bench in a dark corner, fast asleep . A big bowl of soupe à l'oignon

(a most delicious open air dish) was placed before me, and a decent

bottle of red wine - not cider . I tackled both these necessaries , and

was wondering, with that exquisite selfishness and unconcern which

only a cycling tour can engender, what had become of William , when

the tramp attracted me by moving uneasily on his hard and narrow

bed . Slowly he lifted a head which in the dimness bore some faint

resemblance to someone I must once have seen and all but forgotten ,

and then the silence was broken with these simple words : “ Well,

I'm d- -d.” It was William himself, alive and empty.

* * * *

The ideal bicycling tour must of necessity have a starting place ,

but there really should be no fixed destination . Though I have been

in many more impressive (quâ guide book ) places than Angers, I

hardly remember any city which tugged at me so to stop in it more

days than , thanks to an iron programme, I had hours to give. To

understand this fully go to Angers itself, and take into the old garden

which they call the “ Mail ” that book of Anatole France whose title

will tempt you to shelter under one of those great elms. Read

peacefully a few pages of the master who plays with such delicate

skill on the keyboard of the French language ; they will put you in

tune with the place, maybe also in harmony with a finer self, the

existence of which you have never suspected . Then wander idly to

old King Réné’s statue and the six hundred year old chateau . But

wherever you go, drift back, an you love Angers, to the elms and rest .

Secretary's Office, G.P.O. J. Scott STOKES.

[ To be concluded.]

I
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The Forty -Fourth Report of the

Postmaster -General.

We are

YOUNG graduate of the University of Oxford , who

prided himself upon his English Composition , on taking

up his appointment in a Government Office, asked

the man instructing him in his new duties whether

any particular literary style was necessary in drafting letters and

minutes. “ In this place we prefer a humdrum style,” was his

mentor's answer ; and admirers of humdrum English will find in the

Forty -fourth Report of the Postmaster-General plenty of examples

how to tell an interesting story in the most prosaic manner.

bound to believe, according to the XXVI . Article of Religion, that the

unworthiness of ministers hinders not the effect of the Sacrament ;

and those who desire to acquaint themselves with the progress of the

Post Office will not, we think , be deterred from a careful study of the

Report by the plain unvarnished manner in which it is written .

We have more than once expressed a hope that the Post Office

:authorities would see their way to a wider and more liberal distribu

ition of the Report among their subordinates. Every officer of the

Post Office who takes an intelligent interest in his work should know

the story of the Department from year to year. A copy of the Report

ought to be accessible to all who care to study it, and the sad

spectacle, so humorously described at our last dinner, of an officer

of good standing seeking for a copy in his office and finding

it only after a long and arduous search , should be impossible .

Unhappily, though doubtless for sufficient reasons, the realisation of

our hope is still deferred, and we propose , therefore, as in former

years, to set before our readers a short account of some of the

contents of the last Report of the Postmaster-General .

The year which ended on the 31st of March last has been a year

of remarkable development at the Post Office. A great reduction of

postage on inland letters, a reduction of the charges on inland parcels,

the free delivery of letters at every house in the country, the free

delivery of telegrams within three miles of the delivering office, a

reduction by one half of the amount of guarantees for new Telegraph

and Money Order Offices, the free delivery of telegrams at all hours

in the Metropolitan District , and some minor improvements, make up

a goodly budget of reforms which appropriately coincide with the
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Queen's Diamond Jubilee. Strange to say the official record of all

these changes has received little notice from the press. A leading

daily newspaper has regretted the absence from the Report of those

amusing stories which at one time enlivened its pages ; a few editors

have given some of the figures, but have consigned them to the most

obscure corners of their inner pages ; while most of them have treated

the Report as of no more value than forest leaves in autumn

“ Unconscious they in waste oblivion lie,

In all the world of busy life around

No thought of them ."

We do not presume to teach editors their business, yet considering

how much the Department does for the press it is not unreasonable

to suppose that the publication of the annual volume of its history

wouldbe fully noticed . The ordinary newspaper reader apparently

takes greater interest in the race for the St. Leger, the county

championship at cricket, the proceedings of Mr. Kensit, or the

drought as it affects East London , than in the progress of a great

public Department which is daily brought into close contact with

almost every inhabitant of the United Kingdom who has ceased to

be an infant,

An improved method of estimating the numbers of postal packets.

has been introduced, and on the new basis it has been found that

2,012,300,000 letters, 360,400,000 post cards, 727,300,000 book

packets , circulars and samples, 150,900,000 newspapers , and

63,823,000 parcels were delivered during the year ; or 50 °4 letters,

9 post cards, 18'2 book packets, &c. , 3.8 newspapers, and 1 * 7 parcels .

to each inhabitant of the United Kingdom. Letters, post cards,

book packets and parcels increased 6.3 , 7.1 , 4'2 and 6-4 per cent.

respectively . The number of newspapers circulating through the

post is almost stationary. The number of letters registered was.

14,213,479 , or 5-8 per cent. more than in the previous year. The

increased use of post cards is remarkable, and the number that passed

through the post is nearly twice as great as ten years ago.

The Colonial and Foreign Parcel Post is developing even more

rapidly than the Inland Parcel Post ; the total number of parcels sent

to and received from places abroad was 2,075,357 , or 103 per cent.

more than in the previous year. According to the Board of Trade

returns the value of goods exported and imported was £3,193,141 ,

or £404,392 more than in 1896-7 . Fair traders will be pleased to

learn that while the imports increased in value £123,809, the

increase in the exports was £, 280,853 .
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There has been again a large increase in the number of express

services, and what is not so satisfactory an increase in the numbers

of each class of undelivered postal packets except newspapers. The

number of undelivered book packets was 11,620,374 , or almost 1 in

every 60 book packets posted . The explanation of this curious fact

seems to be that large quantities of circulars are sent to addresses

found in old directories, and the Postmaster- General is naturally

surprised that traders should incur such losses and inflict so much

useless labour on his Department by resorting to obsolete sources

of information .

Several improvements have been effected in the letter mails

between London and the provinces, and the service between London

and Dublin has been accelerated . A “ probably unique ” service to

Alderney was begun in May. Every Tuesday a bag for Alderney

is sent by the Southampton steamer to Cherbourg , where it is trans

ferred to a boat running to Alderney, and a return mail from

Alderney to Southampton is sent weekly viâ Cherbourg. Experiments

have been made during the year in and about London in the con

veyance of mails by motor vans, oil , steam, and electric, and these

trials seem to have been successful. In some instances the motor

vans performed their journeys more rapidly than vans drawn by

horses. As a rule Post Office vans are driven quite fast enough in

crowded streets, and if motor vans travel so much faster than horses

we are almost afraid the Department has been encouraging the

reprehensible practice of road -racing.

The extension of a free delivery to every house in the United

Kingdom has, of course, involved a re-arrangement of many of the

rural posts, which has taken time and is not yet complete. A well

written appendix to the Report contains a history of the delivery of

letters in rural districts. Up to 1764 the Post Office did no more

than carry letters to post towns without attempting to deliver them

at the houses of the addressees. In London there was the local

post originally established by Dockwra in 1680 , but elsewhere people

had to fetch their letters from the post office . By an Act passed

in the 5th year of George III . the Postmaster-General was authorised

to set up a penny post in cities and towns, and in 1774 the Court of

King's Bench decided that within the limits of a post town letters

should be delivered free of charge. In 1794 it was provided by law

that any penny post might be extended beyond the former limit of

ten miles from the town in which it was set up, but very

done to take advantage of this provision, and at the beginning of the

little was
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present century there were no village or rural posts. It is not, of

course , to be inferred that no letters were sent to the rural districts,

but the inhabitants had to make their own arrangements for getting

their letters from the nearest post town . In some instances villagers

would employ their own messenger, who was often a pauper, or a

a Postmaster would undertake to deliver letters at a fixed charge as

a private venture . In a few cases villages and small towns not being

post towns received from the public funds an " allowance in aid of

their post."

In the first year of the century the Postmaster-General was

authorised to make special arrangements for the collection and

delivery of letters in villages and places not being post towns, and to

take for such services such sums as might be agreed between the

inhabitants and himself. These posts were known as " convention

posts,” or ““ fifth clause posts, " from the clause of the Act which

provided for them. The same Act enabled persons to guarantee

posts. In April, 1803 , there were 13 " fifth clause " posts in operation ,

which produced a net revenue of £55 7s . The charge for a letter

was usually one penny in addition to the ordinary rate of postage.

Owing, however, to a difficulty about the conveyance of franked

letters it was soon found necessary to restrict these posts to small towns

and to provide for villages under the earlier Acts which allowed the

Post Office to charge for the delivery of franks and newspapers .

From 1808 down to the establishment of uniform penny postage

in 1840 the rural districts obtained their letters ( 1 ) by their own

unaided efforts and at their own cost ; ( 2 ) by their own efforts aided

by a grant ; (3 ) by “ fifth clause " posts ; and (4) by penny posts

which were constantly increasing in number. In 1838 : nere were

only 52 “ fifth clause " posts in England and Wales , while 1,922

villages in the United Kingdom were served by penny posts.

The introduction of uniform penny postage naturally affected the

rural posts, and the Treasury, in view of the loss to the revenue of

the extra penny formerly paid for the delivery of letters in the country ,

issued a minute dealing with the subject. Rural posts were not to

be established unless they paid for themselves, and rules for the

calculation of the revenue of each post were carefully laid down .

The free delivery of letters was gradually extended , and in 1858 a

free delivery at every house was adopted in the neighbourhood of

certain selected towns, but the scheme was not carried very far. In

1859 it was estimated that about 93 per cent. of postal packets were

delivered free, and in 1863 the proportion had risen to 94 per cent .
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An addendum to the appendix deals with the delivery of letters in

the United States . From 1794 to 1861 the United States Post:

Office charged 2 cents, in addition to the ordinary postage for

delivering a letter, and in 1861 the charge was reduced to i cent ,

In 1863 the charge was abolished, but was revived in 1865 , and

remained nominally in force until 1872. At the present time the

rural districts of the United States do not enjoy the advantage of

a free delivery of letters , but are well provided with post offices from

which correspondence can be fetched .

The Report chronicles the meeting of the fifth Congress of the

Postal Union at Washington in May and June and the reforms and

changes there effected ; a reduction in the charges raised in France

and Italy for the conveyance of the Indian and Australasian mails ;

the establishment of an additional service between New Zealand and

Vancouver ; the diversion of the Dutch night mail from the Flushing

to the Hook of Holland route ; and improvements in the Foreign

and Colonial Parcel Post.

Except that there has been a slight decrease in the number of

ordinary inland orders and in the number and amount of Colonial

orders drawn upon the United Kingdom, there has been a general

increase in all branches of the Money Order business . The number

of Postal Orders issued was 71,380,975 , representing £26,014,583 ,

an increase of 6-2 per cent. in number, and 4.8 per cent. in amount

as compared with the previous year.

The business of the Post Office Savings Bank has also increased,

except that the deposits were somewhat less in amount than in 1896 .

On the 31st December last there were £115,896,786 standing to

the credit of 7,239,761 accounts, in addition to which 69,113

depositors held £7,033,564 Government Stock. At the same date

the proportion of depositors to population was , in England and

Wales, 1 in 4.7 ; in Scotland , 1 in 13.8 ; in Ireland , 1 in 14'1 ; and

for the United Kingdom, 1 in 5.5 . The Annuity and Insurance

business is not increasing . A paragraph in the Report deals with

the intended removal of the Central Savings Bank to West Ken

sington .

During the year 83,029,999 telegrams were sent, or 3,606,443

more than in the previous year. The total value of Inland telegrams

was £2,130,973 as compared with £2,070,045 in 1896—7 . It is

estimated that the Jubilee concessions cost the Telegraph Depart

ment about £52,000 , against which may be set a revenue of

£26,000 assumed to be the direct results of the concessions . Trunk
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Telephone lines have been extended in England, Wales, Scotland,

and Ireland , and 264 Post Offices are now open for this class of

business . Up to the 31st March a total sum of £1,198,000 had

been spent in the purchase and development of this system . The

proposed underground telegraph. line to Birmingham has been com

pleted as far as Leighton Buzzard . The report on the Telegraph

Department concludes with a well-deserved tribute to the services of

Sir Henry Fischer, the lately retired Controller of the Central

Telegraph Office.

On the 31st March , 21,197 offices were open for postal business.

Money Order and Savings Bank business was transacted at 12,300,

Telegraph business at 8,172 offices, and for the Post Office at 2,311

railway stations . New Crown offices have been completed at

Battersea, Cardiff, Whitby, and other towns. Reference is made to

the proposed structural alterations at the General Post Office East.

The gross revenue is estimated at £15,492,099 , of which

£12,420,376 come from the Postal, and £3,071,723 from the

Telegraph Service , an increase, as usual , from both branches . The

total estimated Postal expenditure is £8,689,713 , and for the

Telegraphs £3,381,261 , making together £12,070,974, the largest

sum ever spent in one year. It will probably be satisfactory to our

readers to know that a considerable portion of this increased

expenditure is accounted for under the head of salaries and wages ,

and a part is due to the Jubilee concessions. The net profit gained

by the Post Office was £3,421,125 as compared with £3,753,109

in 1896—7 . In view , however, of the improved scales of salaries

and wages, and of the additional advantages conferred on the public ,

a reduction in the net profit was fully anticipated.
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A Holiday Adventure.

魔

HAVE recollections of many pleasing incidents and

some adventures during my holidays, and one of the

most remarkable of the latter occurred during my visit

to Weston-super-Mare in the summer of 1890. At the

time the whole countryside was in a state of commotion in connection

with two startling events which had but recently occurred in that

peaceful neighbourhood .

One event was the robbery of the famous De Marny jewels

(a family heirloom valued at $20,000) from Blackdown Court, a

historical pile in a beautiful and commanding position on the

western slopes of the Mendips ; the other , the re -appearance of the

fearsome Witches' Hole Ghosts.

Witches' Hole, it should be explained , is a natural cavern situated

a considerable depth in the Mendips, and romantically approached

by a cliff path some 70 feet above the river Axe, which, after

disappearing in the hills miles away, pursues a subterranean course,

and issues at this point. Tradition states that two Somerset yeomen,

brothers, had , after the fight on the bloody field of Sedgemoor,

escaped and sought refuge in this obscure retreat, but that their

whereabouts had been discovered by those bloodthirsty monsters

known as “ Kirke's Lambs, " and they had been most cruelly

murdered on the spot . Although from that date to comparatively

recent times the place bore that most dread country stigma

haunted,” the tradition had almost been forgotten when revived

by the recent uncanny appearances. The “ hole,” or cave, is a

local “ show ” place , and being but little known to outsiders, I

determined to visit it .

On the occasion of my visit we --the guide and 1-proceeded

along the cliff path and entered by an ordinary door. This done ,

lights were provided (a primitive arrangement consisting of guttering

candles stuck on a board) , and I followed my guide. Down , down,

we went, carefully groping along a narrow, slippery clay path into

the dark cold depths of the earth , now turning a ledge of rock, now

avoiding a low arch, occasionally stopping in the vault-like openings

of the gloomy passage to admire some beautiful stalactites, or
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speculate on the age of a sturdy stalagmite, but always avoiding the

deep pools of limpid water which fringed the path every few yards,

threatening an undesired bath at any involuntary slip . At last we

reached the bottom and found ourselves in the main cave, a

magnificent dome-like apartment with a hard clay floor, at one end

of which ran the river on its subterranean course. The guide then

threw some oil on the water and ignited it , after which, having

enjoyed the weird sight for some minutes and tested the chamber's

delicate acoustic properties, we once more made our devious way

upward to the welcome sunlight .

A few days later I cycled to Cheddar, and , having examined the

many beauties of the renowned caves there, was slowly sauntering

up the pass, admiring as I went, and wondering when , and what,

convulsion of nature had made that stupendous rent, when I espied

about fifty feet above the road a small platform of soft lawn -like

sward . Thinking the spot inviting and reposeful, I sprang up, and

then noticed , near by, the entrance to a small cave, barred in front

however by a spiked railing, whilst roughly painted on the cliff face

was the curious legend Trespassers will be shot ." This only

served to excite my curiosity, so , disregarding the pleasant announce

ment, I cautiously scrambled over the spiked fence and was soon

inside. The cave proved to be a small affair ; but it was cool, dark,

and dry—a great contrast to the outside glare-and it also com

manded a splendid view of the road for some distance, so I

determined to rest awhile.

Presently I heard voices, and , looking out, saw, making for the

little lawn in front of me, two young fellows of athletic appearance,

ostensibly tourists on geology intent (a no uncommon sight in that

interesting district ) , since both carried the regulation hammer and a

bag, that of the taller being made of coarse canvas and slung across

the shoulders schoolboy fashion, while his companion had provided

himself with a large black brief bag .

“ A fine place this, Jack,” remarked the shorter, as he threw

himself with a sigh of lazy content on the soft turf.

“ Yes, place and people,” replied his companion with a meaning

smile.

Both men then produced pipes, and lighting up, maintained a

somewhat desultory conversation . Some broken sentences— " good

old Simmonds," "fine brilliants, " i splendid stuff, " and a remark

nothing like apparitions," which seemed to cause much merriment,

quickened my attention .
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“ Well, say to -night ? ” queried one eagerly.

“ No, confound it, the place is now watched, ” replied his com

panion.

Brooking no sense of insecurity, with the cliff face towering two

hundred feet behind them, and only the open deserted road in

front, the chums commenced an earnest, animated converzation,

the light to which flashed upon me at a very early stage. Briefly,

I gathered the following. The gentlemen before me were responsible

both for the robbery of the De Marny jewels, and the apparition at

Witches ' Hole. Dressed in white nightshirts they had entered the

cave at the dead of night and deposited the jewels behind a ledge of

rock. They had adopted this extraordinary course in deference to

the credulity of the natives, and it had succeeded admirably . But

how now to get them out ? Such a furore had been created in the

district that the place was watched nightly, rendering a repetition of

the feat impossible ; further, even had it been possible, there were

no means of getting away by rail at such an hour. So the following

expedient was hit upon.

They agreed to visit the cave the following day at three p.m.

On their return , the shorter one, carrying the leather bag, was to

bring up the rear, and , lagging behind his companion and the

guide, was, at a point near where the treasure lay hid , to extinguish

his light, then quickly to transfer the jewel case , etc. , to the bag,

and to shout to his companions and explain, as they turned back,

how, in examining a peculiar stalactite he had unfortunately knocked

his light out. This would of course excite no suspicion . Sub

sequently , they would be able to leave by the afternoon train , and

would be safe in London about 10 p.m.

Shortly after this conversation the interesting tourists took their

departure. When the coast was clear, I again negociated the iron

fence and was soon down in the village of Cheddar. As I passed

over the bridge , I noticed the two gentlemen languidly sipping tea

in the lovely tea garden at the foot of the waterfall. I thought it

best to lose no time, so mounting my machine I cycled on to Wells ,

obtained a private interview with Supt . Simmonds , and placed him

in full possession of my information .

At three o'clock on the following day a group of four stalwart

sons of Somerset , presumably young farmers or better class labourers,

having beside them rakes and pitchforks, were seated on a low wall

on the main road a short distance below Witches ' Hole , refreshing

themselves with copious draughts of cider before returning to a long
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spell in the hayfield. Supt . Simmonds happened to come sauntering

up, and was pleasantly chatting to the little party , when two strangers

were seen to leave the cave path and approach them with swinging

light-hearted steps. Apparently recognising one of them, the Supt.

touched his cap and remarked : “ Any luck to-day, sir ? ”

“ Well, this is rather interesting, ” replied the visitor, producing

from his coat pocket a portion of crystallized rock, “ I reckon there's

a lot of silver in these hills ."

This remark seemed to interest the haymakers on the wall , for

they lazily lounged up and surrounded the strangers in their

curiosity to see the “ find . ” The natives seeming so curious and

appreciative, the stranger proceeded to explain the formation, when,

giving a quiet glance around , the Superintendent said firmly, “ I

arrest -— . ” Instantly four wrists found themselves in a grip of

iron . The effect was most curious. Not a word was spoken.

Quick suspicious glances shot from one to the other of the captives ;

but the suddenness of their capture, the lightning-like change of

front, seemed to deprive them of speech ; cut short alike were the

remarks of captor and captives on that fatal word “ arrest ! ”

Resistance being out of the question , the visitors were secured and

searched ; a fine Webley revolver fully loaded was found on each,

which , thanks to their unquestioning faith in rustic guilelessness,

had been rendered harmless. An examination of the bag having

revealed the missing heirlooms, the prisoners and their captives

took their places in the police waggonette, and Wells was soon

reached . The prisoners were brought before the County Justices

the following morning, when Supt . Simmonds , “ from information

received , " narrated his capture , detailed results, and asked for a

week's remand, which was readily granted.

From further particulars at the adjourned hearing it transpired

that the prisoners had appeared in Wells, put up at a good hotel,

and had given out their intention of spending a holiday in the

neighbourhood for the purpose of procuring geological specimens.

In this there was nothing unusual , the district being a veritable

El-Dorado to the geologist. In their tramps they seemed to have

obtained a great deal of information concerning the habits and

domestic arrangements of the county gentry from voluble and

unsuspecting rustics , which rendered their coup comparatively easy .

On the night of the robbery they had returned to the hotel very

late - after midnight ; this they explained at the time by saying that

they had had a long day on the hills , visiting in fact Rowberrow

1
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Camp, an ancient Roman encampment many miles away. The

suspicions of the police, however, had been early aroused . Visiting

the hotel while the visitors were yet in bed, they had minutely

searched rooms, luggage, bags, etc. , but finding no clue whatever, and

meanwhile getting confirmation of the alleged visit to Rowberrow

Camp the previous day, had left with many apologies for their

intrusion . This further evidence, coupled with the identity of the

prisoners with a well -known London gang, secured their conviction,

and they were sent for trial , at which some weeks later they were

awarded exemplary sentences.

The London press, in alluding to the termination of the “ Somerset

Mystery ,” as it was called, paid many compliments to the “ acute

ness," “ smart capture,” etc. , of the local police, which were of

course quite deserved ; but my own part in the affair has , even to

my closest friend, hitherto been undreamt of. A. W. BLAKE.

The Catamaran Postman .

( Sketches in Indio, 1858.)
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Our Library Table.

Prix 50

[We draw no hard-and-fast line as to the kind of books we notice ,

but, of course, we give the preference to those written by

Civil Servants.]

PigeonS VOYAGEURS, par Enrico Melillo , Inspecteur des Postes ,

Traduit de l'Italien par Hubert Schmidt, Assistant superieur des

Postes Imperiales à Bühl (Grand- Duché de Bade) .

Pfennig. Strasbourg (Alsace) Typographie de FX Le Roux

et Cie. , 1898.

MR. HUBERT SCHMIDT, Ober- Postassistent at Bühl (Baden) , has sent

us this translation of a book, which is in reality, as he himself informs

us in his preface, A Short History of the Pigeon Post. In this

country we have been lately interested in the experiments with

carrier pigeons that have been made at Dover by the German War

Office. The birds have been brought across the Channel we suppose

for the purpose of seeing how far they can be relied upon to return

to Germany in time of war. We do not know whether these trial

trips on the part of the pigeons have proved altogether satisfactory,

hundreds apparently preferring to remain behind on

hospitable shores , sooner than face the horrors of the channel

passage again, but the partial failure was probably due to the bad

weather prevailing at the time. The author of this little book traces

the history of “ pigeon posts ” from the earliest times to the present

day . He recalls “ Noah and the Ark ” to our minds ; he shows us

how in Greece, Rome, and Egypt, and in mediæval Europe, the

pigeon was an established and valued letter - carrier. Much is told us

of the siege of Paris in 1870, and of the valuable aid rendered by

the pigeons to the distressed inhabitants, and of the extraordinary

amount of correspondence by the aid of microscopic photography

these birds were able to carry. “L'oeuvre commencée par Barreswyl

qui mourut vers la fin de Novembre, 1870 , fut continuée avec un

succès toujours croissant par M. Dragon, l'un des photographes les

plus habiles et les plus renommés de la France. Dragon réduisit

progressivement les dimensions des dépêches microscopiques à une

limite extrême. Le pigeon qui arriva à Paris le 8 janvier 1871

transportait encore environ 30,000 dépêches . Sur une pellicule de

our own
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collodion de 3 à 4 centimètres de côté, comme cellés employées par

Barreswyl, on etait parvenu à reproduire, avec une exactitude

merveilleusé, le contenu de 144 carrés renfermant chacun 1,600

dépêches. ” “ Necessity " was certainly the mother of invention in

this instance.

There is not a dull page in the book ; it is written with an

enthusiasm and a spirit which are often absent from the writings of

men who have held for any length of time official positions . The

history of Pigeons Voyageurs is not only given , but in addition there

are valuable pages on their training and habits, and the author

evidently believes they have at any rate not had their day, nor have

they yet given place to telegraphs, telephones, and railways. “ La

destinée l'appelle ( i.e., the pigeon) à de grandes choses : l'avenir est

a lui et les hommes, en correspondant à cette destinée du pigeon

voyageur, rendront de nouveaux services à l'armée et à la marine, au

commerce et à l'industrie, à la famille et à la patrie.” This is the

concluding sentence, and we heartily recommend the book to our

readers. We wonder if the author's official reports are written in the

same style : if so, it must be a pleasure to be even his boy

copyist.

WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY, by Richard Kerr, F.G.S. , with a preface by

W. H. Preece , C.B. , F.R.S.
Price is. London : Seeley & Co. ,

38 , Great Russell Street , 1898 .

In the introduction to this little book the author states that its object

is “ to make the details of a wonderful subject intelligible to the

unscientific reader rather than to give it anything of the character or

completeness of a text-book ." This admission to some extent

disarms criticism, but it scarcely excuses the crude and erratic notions

which are set down in the appendix admittedly for the benefit of

those “ who have some elementary knowledge of science.” These

will be dealt with in detail later on . It is sufficient to say now that ,

having duly digested this scientific pabulum , the reader will probably

put down the book as ignorant of most of the accepted conceptions

of electrical phenomena as when he took it up .

The author commences by devoting a chapter to the supposed

Oriental powers of conveying information over long distances , in an

incredibly short space of time , without apparent material signalling

media . Among other manifestations of this power it is related that

Gordon's murder at Khartoum was known the same day in the

bazaars of Cairo. The two following chapters are devoted to a
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dissertation upon the nature of so-called “ solid ” substances, and to

vibrations set up in air and ether respectively.

In treating of the relation of the rates of vibration of the

component parts in the Spectrum of white light and other connected

phenomena the author falls into the common error of placing the X

or Rontgen rays above the violet rays . This is assuming too much,

for their location in any part of the scale of etheric vibrations is at

best merely a surmise as far as our present knowledge goes.

The chapter following is a short biography of James Bowman

Lindsay, who experimented largely in methods of electrical signalling

without wires by means of conduction across water. The praises

given by the author to this early experimenter appear almost

extravagant when it is realized of what little value practically was

Lindsay's work . He was an enthusiast, and like many enthusiasts

he suffered serious bodily privations in the pursuit of his hobby ;

but his experiments were nearly if not quite useless as a contribution

to actual practical telegraphic methods .

Electrical signalling by the electro -magnetic induction method of

Mr. Preece and the Post Office is next treated , and a superficial

account of various experiments in this direction is given . It really

seems a pity that this method is not dealt with more exhaustively .

It has at least one merit, not possessed by any other method

described in the book, viz .: the high rate of signalling that is

possible. This approaches to 40 words per minute, and is only

limited by the rate at which the receiving operator can read the

Morse signals from his telephone . The speed of signalling with

Marconi's apparatus does not at present approach this. The part

played by the telephone in Mr. Preece's system , referred to by

Mr. Kerr, is most interesting. Graham Bell's great discovery in

fact made the electro-magnetic plan practicable, and the function of

the telephone receiver in picking up and rendering audible those

delicate electrical disturbances forms a theme for a fairy tale of

science, second in interest to none of the many themes suggested by

that extraordinary instrument .

The part dealing with the Marconi system of wireless telegraphy

by means of Hertzian radiation is that which calls for most criticism ,

and here the author certainly makes a show of dealing thoroughly

with his subject. Unfortunately a more careſul examination indicates

that the descriptions given are sometimes meagre and not always

accurate. The conditions under which Hertzian radiation is

generated are not mentioned, and, judging from the electric current
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analogy given in the second section of the Appendix, the author

does not appear to be at all clear whether an ordinary electric

current along a conductor is not a special case of Hertzian radiation

or vibration restricted to a definite path—an entirely erroneous view.

The statement that oil is used in transmitters for long distance

signalling by Marconi's system requires correction . As a matter of

fact the oil is dispensed with when signalling over any great distance,

or in any case where an elevated conductor of sufficient electrical

capacity is connected to the transmitter. Again, the function of the

choking coils in Marconi's apparatus is misrepresented . They do

not prevent leakage of the induced electric oscillations around the

battery circuit . This circuit contains a relay whose coils have far

more self induction than the choking coils. Their object is to

prevent the electrostatic capacity of the battery and wires leading

away from the coherer injuriously lowering the E.M.F. of the

oscillations. It is not, however, certain that Marconi has not now

abandoned their use altogether.

In the illustration of the Marconi receiver the wings are shown

connected to the coherer by little spiralled wires. These would

look very pretty , no doubt, but they would also act as choking coils

to damp down the electric oscillations in that part of the circuit

where they are required to preserve their fullest vigor.

It is errors such as the foregoing which show that the author is

not to be relied upon for exact information on the subject. There

is one remarkable statement which would seem to require verifica

tion . The author says that successful signals have been transmitted

from Salisbury to Bath , a distance of 34 miles ! It is recommended

that this statement be taken with a grain of salt . It is amusing to

read that the kite which Marconi used for some of his long distance

effects was "several feet " above the ground. The kite was usually

much more than 100 feet above. The reader must be warned

against placing too much reliance on the author's statements

regarding “ tuning " of the transmitters and receivers to one another

as a means of preventing interference between different sets of

apparatus. Such tuning, in the system described in this book at

any rate, has not a very positive effect, and it is quite questionable

whether in any case it ever could , under the best conditions , admit

of more than four or five sets of apparatus in the same area being

worked independently of one another.

The appendix is perhaps the weakest feature of this production .

Apart from the second section already referred to, the first section

F F
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contains some arrant nonsense about “ electrically charged wires, "

in explanation apparently of Mr. Preece's dynamic induction method.

It is only right to say that in the preface written by Mr. Preece,

that gentleman disclaims any responsibility for the controversial

points raised by the author. On the whole the production is but a

shallow one. The author does not show himself to be abreast of

modern electrical science, and it is difficult to see that the book

possesses much value as a practical and serious contribution to the

literature of an extremely fascinating branch of scientific work .
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The Telephone Report.

'HE Report of the Select Committee on Telephones was pre

sented to the House of Commons in the concluding week of

the Session , and its conclusions are of such importance to the Post

Office that several of our readers have pressed us to publish the

document in full. But this for a variety of reasons is impossible,

and we must be content to reproduce the two concluding paragraphs.

“ On reviewing the whole of the evidence, your Committee is

strongly of opinion that the general, immediate, and effective com

petition by either the Post Office or the local authority is necessary,

and consider that a really efficient Post Office service affords the best

means for securing such competition . We further consider that

when, in an existing area in which there is an exchange, the local

authority demands a competing service, the Post Office ought either

to start an efficient telephone system itself or grant a licence to the

local authority to do so . With regard to areas in which there is no

exchange and districts which are not areas , we think some provision

should be made beyond what is now offered by the National Tele

phone Company for giving a service when there is a reasonable local

demand. In such cases the Post Office should either start a service

of its own, subject to proper regulations, or should grant licences to
local authorities to do so.

“ Your Committee, in thus recommending a Post Office service,

assume that it will constitute a real and active competition , and that

concessions to the Company not required by the agreement will

Such a competition should , in their opinion, be carried on

by a distinct and separate branch of the department, and in future be

conducted under strictly business-like conditions, and by a staff

specially qualified for such a duty.”

If these recommendations are carried out our readers can realise

for themselves what the new departure will mean for the Post Office.

A new branch, possibly new buildings and fresh responsibilities for

us all. We are ready to meet the new demands on us.

Cape Colony. - Post Office Report for 1897.

HE Report of the Postmaster General of Cape Colony for the

year 1897 is an imposing volumeand contains a reproduction

of a large photograph of the new Cape Town Post Office. It is to be

hoped that this precedent for illustrating Post Office reports will not
be lost sight of by those responsible for similar publications . The

new building seems to be a great boon to the officials. The last

cease.

TH
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Christmas mail from England could not, it appears, even have been

got inside the old circulation office, much less handled there. The

report shows that all branches of postal work at the Cape are

growing at a great rate . The parcel post increased about 25 per

cent. in the year under review ; the parcels received from this

country have increased 1,000 per cent . in 10 years ; money orders

increased in 1897 16 per cent. in number and 22 per cent. in value ;

the Savings Bank is an “ almost phenomenal success ” ; telegraph

construction is proceeding at a great rate, while telephones cannot
be supplied fast enough to new subscribers.

The most important event of the year was the formation of the

South African Postal Union . A conference was held at Cape Town

in March last, presided over by Mr. S. R. French, C.M.G., Post

master General of the Cape Colony, the other members being

Mr. Chadwick, Postmaster General of Natal , Mr. Falck, Postmaster

General of the Orange Free State, and Mr. Van Alphen , Postmaster

General of the South African Republic. A convention was then

signed , fixing uniform rates of postage throughout the territory of

the Union, which comprises all South Africa with the exception of

Rhodesia, the Bechuanaland Protectorate , and the Portuguese and

German Possessions. Throughout this territory a half-ounce letter

now be sent for a penny, a post-card for a halfpenny, a

newspaper (up to 4 oz . ) for a halfpenny, books for a halfpenny per

2 oz . , and parcels for 4d . per 4 oz. (minimum 8d .) . The various

States will also cash each other's postal notes. A uniform tariff for

telegrams has not yet been arranged, but Mr. French may well feel

proud of the large measure of uniformity of postal rates and

regulations which has been secured in South Africa, largely through

his exertions . The establishment of South African penny postage

no doubt enabled the representatives of the Cape Colony and Natal

to advocate Imperial penny postage at the recent Conference in

London.

New Zealand Post Office. - Report for 1897.

XPANSION of business ” is anticipated as the burden of all

reports of the New Zealand Post Office ; and the year

under review furnishes no exception in this respect. All branches of

the department show an increase in the volume of business trans

acted. On the postal side the growth has been somewhat abnormal ,

the increase in the number of letters and other articles having been no

less than 9.93 per cent. over the previous year. Thebalance of revenue

over expenditure in this branch was nearly £75,000. On the

telegraph side , 176,000 more telegrams were forwarded than in

1896 ; but here, as was anticipated, expenses exceeded receipts .

The reduction, in 1896, of the telegraph rates from is . to 6d. has

proved to be very popular ; but sixpenny telegrams have not yet

been made to pay. A deficit of nearly £ 31,000 on the telegraph

side leaves a balance of revenue on the combined departments of

£44,000 . Mr. Seddon, the Postmaster General and Electric

" E
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Telegraph Commissioner (to give him his full title) , is to be con

gratulated on such a satisfactory surplus and on a generally prosperous

state of affairs.

The Report justly praises the new issue of postage stamps , “which ,

in respect to design and printing, will take a very high rank ” among

the stamps of the world . Many of our readers are no doubt by

this time familiar with the aspect of most of the stamps , which give

clear and pleasing, but necessarily minute, views of some of the
celebrated mountains, lakes , &c. , of the country. We read that

in engraving the plate for the twopence -halfpenny stamp, the

word “ Wakatipu ” was accidentally misspelt “ Wakitipu ," and that

there was an immediate and keen demand among philatelists for

this particular " error."

Report of the Natal Post Office for 1897.

REMARKABLE excess of revenue over expenditure is

recorded. The total earnings of the department amounted

to % 70,365 125. 4d ., and the total expenditure to £39,289 55. 11d. ,

showing a balance of £31,076 6s, 5d .

The formation of the South African Postal Union , the consequent

reduction of rates, and the increase of postal facilities, have already

been referred to in our review of the Report of the Cape Post

Office. The subject is one for general congratulation. As regards
the reduction in the rate for letters , the Postmaster General,

Mr. Chadwick, is, we think, justified in saying that a rate of a

penny throughout the territory of the South African Postal Union

compares most favourably with the rate of 21d . in Europe.

Several peculiar irregularities, the result of the employment of

natives in the carrying of correspondence to and from the Post

Office, are recorded in the Report. Here is one of them :

“ A Native was observed to be placing something like a letter in a

drain in front of one of the principal offices in the country, and was

accosted . He stated he had been told by his master to put the

letter in the ‘ hole ' in front of the Post Office, and that he was

doing this . While the conversation was proceeding a third person

came up and stated that he had seen a Native place several letters in

the drain a few days previously. He made an attempt to stop him,
but was too late .”

Cromwell and the Post Office.

HE July number of the English Historical Review, in a paper

by Mr. C. H. Firth on “Thurloe and the Post Office,” gives

a curious account of the use made of the Post Office by the

Government of the Protector in obtaining intelligence. “ The

manner of watching the office," to use the phraseology of the person

who wrote the account , was this : In the time of the Rump, before

Cromwell was made Protector, letters supposed to contain infor

mation were sent to Whitehall and opened there without ceremony,

but when Cromwell came to govern he employed one Dorislaus in

T
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this delicate business. Dorislaus had a private room adjoining the

Foreign Office of the Post Office, and every post night he went there

and had all the letters laid before him so that he might open such as

he chose . He was generally occupied until 3 or 4 in the morning,

the usual time of closing the mail ; and in busy times was assisted

in his duties by S. Morland . Dorislaus soon acquired such a

knowledge of all handwritings and seals that he could tell who wrote

almost every letter brought to him . Even the letters of Ambassadors

were not safe from inquisitorial examination. Dorislaus was not very

“ dexterous in opening and closing up letters, which caused great

mutterings and many complaints to be made, which though in those

loose times the usurpers regarded not, yet now (the writer is referring

to the reign of Charles II . ) it would be of greater concernement if

publick ministers and other persons of quality should find their

letters constantly opened." The writer concludes therefore that

whilst the practice of examining and opening letters ought, in the

interests of the state , to be resumed , the person employed should be

“ extreame diligent and dexterous."

Isaac Dorislaus, the person employed in this business, was the son

of Dr. Isaac Dorislaus, an advocate who was engaged on the trial of

Charles I. and was shortly afterwards assassinated at the Hague.

The son held an appointment at the Post Office under Charles II .

as well as during the Protectorate.

Telephone Girls in Australia.

R. , sends us the

following particulars , which , in view of the new attitude of

the Post Office towards telephone enterprise , may be interesting.

The illustration is from the Melbourne Argus.

“ The Telephone Exchange of Melbourne is worked principally by

women, of whom there are 80. They work shifts averaging a little

less than seven hours a day. Some of them have been over 16 years

in the service, and they are paid from £62 per year down to £45 .

Their lot , they say, is by nomeans a happy one, and an innovation

which is nowbeing tried at the Central Exchange threatens , in their

opinion , to make it worse. Up to now the girls have worked with

an ordinary receiver and transmitter, such as is attached to every

telephone instrument. It is now proposed to do away with this in

favour of a head attachment (as shown in accompanying sketch ),

which leaves both hands free. The new instrument is made of

aluminium, and weighs a little short of 2 lb. The transmitter is
supported by a breast-plate, and the receiver is attached to the ear

by an aluminium spring, which binds it to the head. Though even

now in use in Sydney, Adelaide, the Continent, and in America, the

head attachment is not favoured here, and the operators who have

used it say of it that its weight is intolerable , and that the pressure
on the head provokes headache, and excites hysteria. Mr. G.

Smibert , telegraph engineer, has amended and improved the instru

ment by reducing its weight, and he thinks that no reasonable
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objection can now be urged against it. He claims that under the

present conditions a telephone operator is one-handed only, and

cannot work as promptly or as accurately as she could if given the

free use of both hands . The new device secures absolute freedom

for the hands, and as the receiver is at the ear always, the operator

need not lose a second in taking and answering a call . " In short,'

Mr. mibert adds, there are reasons in favour of the new receiver

and transmitter, and none of any weight against it . The female

operators object to it, of course , but they maybe expected to object

to any innovation which interferes in any way with their personal

appearance .'

“ The operators, on the other hand, say, " We do not mind the look

of the thing, because no one sees us here, except an occasional

Itott
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A MelBOURNE TELEPHONE GIRL IN HARNESS.

visitor, and, if necessary, by turningour heads we may escape even

that small amount of observation. But the weight of the instrument

is unbearable, and the pressure on the head makes you feel light

headed, and gives mostof us a feeling of giddiness. After an hour

or two you want a good cry ,” and a headache is a certainty at the

end of the day. There is no necessity for the instrument. We do

the work that is necessary quite well enough now , we believe, with

the old receiver and transmitter, and unless they invent a machine

which will give us two voices as well as the free use of both hands

they cannot improve on present conditions. If the instrument is

designed for our benefit, as is said, then we may surely be given the

opportunity to voice our objections to it, and we have objections

strong objections - and they have been intensified rather than

weakened by our experience of the instrument.' ”
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British Post Office, Constantinople.

R. F. S. COBB , the British Postmaster, writes to us as

follows:

" You remind me that you are expecting my long promised

description of the Constantinople Street scene which is to form one

M

selaros ESF 533

NAINEN

DE POT UTHES

PC.PAGOPALE

WSPCEAAX
ŽITKH

Tom

Photograh

of your October illustrations. That means, no doubt, that I am to

account for its appearance in St. Martin's- le -Grand by talking about

the British Post Office, which, thanks to the Union Jack and the sign

board , can just be distinguished in the centre. The situation of the
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Post Office is ill - suited for the camera, which does not do it justice .

The narrow thoroughfare in which it stands is a very busy one,

leading from the main street of Galata to the Quay and Custom

Houses . Opposite , it has the drawback of some Turkish butchers '

shops , which of course means a constant attendance of dogs, and

frequent howls 'when hunger gets the better of fear, and theft is

followed by blows. To me the presence of the butchers is one of

several daily reminders of the bloody scenes enacted throughout the

city on the 26th and 27th August , 1896 . For it was probably they

who, seeing the mob, after dispatching the unfortunate postman

Osgian, hesitate on account of poor Joseph Hanemian being dressed

as a ' Frank , told them he was an Armenian too. But , fortunately,

you don't ask me to give you the story of the carnage of those days

-a story which , though forgotten at home , every Englishman here

recalls with shame and humiliation , and , I think , not without mis

giving as to the future, for the Turkish rule is still unchecked , and

the thousands of ignorant men who were incited to execute the

crimes are still in our midst.

“ The Post Office was, as you know, one of the chief centres of

those stormy events, and a simple narrative of all I witnessed here

would make more ' copy ' than you want, but there is a minaret in

the view that reminds me of one incident too dramatic to be passed

over. A Turkish soldier appears on the little gallery that serves for

the call to prayer. He raises his rifle and aims at something on his

own level on our side of the street. The crowd below murmurs

expectantly. He fires, and his face shows that he must have aimed

well. He fires again and again. The crowd cheers, and presently

three heavy thuds on the stones, followed by loud clapping of hands,

tell us that three Armenians who had escaped on to the roof of

a house have rolled dead or dying into the street below.

“ Two years have passed, ' blue ' books and " yellow ' books have

been published , but not a step has been taken towards making the

repetition of these horrors impossible . The Powers have not even

ventured to proffer their claims for the indemnity for losses sustained

by their own subjects in the only way likely to ensure their being
listened to. If this should meet the eye of a loquacious M.P. who

shortly after the events’ spent a few days on the Bosphorous in

order to add an intimate acquaintance with the Eastern Question to

his encyclopedic knowledge of the world , he may feel that he has

less reason than ever to regret having remarked to an American

friend of mine that it was a pity the British Postmaster hadn't shared

the fate of his two men, for he mixed himself up in politics. ' '

Ocean Penny Postage.

HE following appeared in Chambers' Journal in May, 1849 , and

in view of the turn the question has taken within the last few

months, we think it will interest our readers. It is written by Elihu

Burritt, the American scholar and journalist. Among the many

international reforms other than cheap ocean postage for which he

laboured was a scheme for a peace league. He agitated in England

TH
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and on the Continent to induce the European nations to enrol

themselves as members of the League of Universal Brotherhood ,

an association for the abolition of war throughout the world. In his

time he was regarded of course as the wildest of visionaries, and it

is curious that this present year sees the partial realization of two of

his dreams in the shape of Imperial Penny Postage and the Czar's

disarmament proposals. For many years Mr. Burritt was United

States Consul at Birmingham.

• OCEAN PENNY POSTAGE.

“ Our friends in America are awaking up to this subject. They are

determined not only to have penny postage from the Atlantic to the

Pacific, but also across the Atlantic to the old world ; and all to be

established by the United States. So the question will soon be

whether Uncle John Bull or Brother Jonathan shall carry letters

across the Atlantic for a penny-a-piece. Jonathan can do this, and

would do it, if the world should challenge him to do something
smart.' But Uncle John ought to do it before anyone else in the

world. He owes it to the colonies which he has planted all over the

globe — to the millions of his children which he has sent out to live

in the islands of all the oceans and seas far and near , and who want

to write home every week . That is the ocean penny postage the

world wants ; not a penny postage across the Atlantic from Liverpool

to Boston, but a penny postage across all oceans and seas. Brother

Jonathan is smart for his age undoubtedly, and would do a great

thing for the world if you should once ' raise his dander ' in the

right diruction . But we fear his purse is not long enough, nor his

ships numerous enough,to establish a universal ocean penny postage.

This is Uncle John Bull's mission, and we must all put him up to its

fulfilment. All his children and grandchildren, nieces and nephews,

at home and abroad, must tug at his skirts in their most winning way,

and with filial faith and hope smiling in their eyes, meet him by the

wayside and fireside, and in all accessible moods and conditions,

with this question : Uncle John, when will you give us an ocean

penny postage ? ' Don't be discouraged if he poh pohs at it at first,

and buttons up his pockets, and talks about hard times, and all that.

Keep at him steadily for a year in this way, and like all other good

uncles he will give in. Then what a jubilee there will be in

thousands and tens of thousands of homes separated from each

other by a thousand leagues or more of sea ! Oh, Uncle John !

The world would forgive you for all the unpleasant accidents you

have occasioned in appointing so much of this globe to the members

of your family, if you would but give to mankind an ocean penny

postage.”

A Short Cut to America.

T has probably occurred to very few people that if a line of

steamers were started to run between the two nearest ports on

the American coast and our own shores, the distance by sea would

be shortened by about 800 miles. And if the same class of

IT
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vessels were employed which run between New York and Liverpool

and Southampton, the voyage would be reduced to a little over four

days in length. The following appeared in the Daily Chronicle

of the 5th September, and it would seem that there is some prospect

of this suggested route becoming an accomplished fact :

“ At themeeting of the Milford Haven Dock Company last week,

reference was made to the early prospect of establishing the long

talked-of scheme for running a line of steamers between Milford

Haven and America , in competition with Liverpool and Southampton .

A Daily Chronicle representative learns that four companies are

concerned in the scheme— the Milford Haven Dock Company, the

Great Western Railway, the Canadian Steamship Company, and the

Lake Superior Railway Company. Briefly, the scheme is to make

use of the two nearest ports on both sides of the Atlantic. The

fastest liners at present ply between Liverpool (or Southampton) and

New York, and the fastest trip across is never less than a full five

days. But without consulting a map one's memory is sufficient to

convince one that Liverpool and New York by no means represent
the most direct line across the Atlantic. The distance between the

two places is 3,023 miles . But why go to New York, when a nearer

port is at hand ? The port of Paspebiac, in the Province of Quebec,

is only 2,205 miles from Milford Haven, travelling north of New

foundland, and 2,349 miles by passing south of the island. It would

be necessary to take the southern route in the winter months. If

the scheme now being considered comes off, the new line of steam

ships betweenthese two ports will be run by the Canadian Steamship

Company, and the railway companies on opposite shores intend to

facilitate transit as much as possible.

“The Daily Chronicle representative who called at the office of the

steamship company in Gracechurch Street was informed that the new

route would lessen the journey across the Atlantic by a day in the

first instance, and by something like a day and a half when the
fastest steamers are got ready for the service . It will be impossible

to make a beginning with steamships equal to the 21 -knots per hour
liners now plying between New York and Liverpool. These will

take some time in building ; but in the meantime first - class steam

ships of a somewhat less power have been chartered , and these will

make the journey from port to port in a little over four days. The

last 500 miles on the outward passage will take place within sight of

land. From the time Newfoundland is sighted passengers will be

within sight of land for the greater part of the remaining journey.

The route sweeps round the island, and then across the Gulf of

St. Lawrence direct to Paspebiac.

“ This is the only winter port in the Province of Quebec. Since

the completion of the Atlantic and Lake Superior Railway, it now

places Canadian and American cities within easier reach of Great

Britain . It is in reality the nearest American port to Europe.

With vessels of the “ Lucania ” stamp, it can be reached from

Milford Haven within four days. As compared with the New
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York route , it saves between London and Chicago 513 miles ; be

tween London and Montreal 650 miles.

“ The American Railway Company is completing its docks at

Paspebiac to afford accommodation for the largest ocean steamers ,

and on this side the water the Milford Dock Company is preparing

to deal with the new traffic which is confidently expected.”

“ Post Office Accelerators. "

HE following account, with the accompanying illustration, is

from a newspaper of the year 1829, and is of some historical

interest. It will be seen on reference to an article entitled “ The

Post Office in France,” in Vol. II . of St. Martin's - le -Grand

(page 275 ), that “ Accelerators” somewhat similar to those described

below are still in use in Paris :

“ A plan is in contemplation , by which the delivery of letters in

distant parts of London will be expedited by at least an hour ; to

effect which object the following system is to be adopted : - At

present the men who deliver the letters, after receiving them at the

Post Office, have many of them to go a distance of three or four

miles before they reach the walk or district in which their delivery

lies. This not only consumes a considerable portion of time, but

fatigues the man before he commences his official duties. To

obviate this evil , Government has provided six carriages , built upon

the · Omnibus ' plan , each to carry twenty persons ; these are to be

waiting at the Post Office to receive the postmen and their letters ,

and each taking a certain division of the metropolis, will drop the

letter deliverer in his own particular walk as he arrives at it, fresh

and free from fatigue, and within much less time than would be

occupied by him in walking the distance. The carriage is built on

such a plan that each passenger will be able to descend from it on

its arrival at the spot most contiguous to the district in which it is

his duty to deliver his letters , without the carriage stopping, or being
at all delayed in its progress ."

In the following week the subject was again referred to :

“ These most useful vehicles, of which we gave a description in
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our last, are expected to be brought into use in the first week in

September. The advantage whichthey are calculated to afford the

public seems to have given very general satisfaction, and an anxious

desire is expressed that their numbers may be increased as quickly

as possible, for those parts of the metropolis which have not yet

been named . The commercial interests at the east end of the

town, extending as far as Bow on the north side of the river Thames,

and Deptford on the south side, are particularly anxious on the

subject; indeed , it seems a matter of considerable surprise that so

simple and admirable an expedient had not long since been

adopted ; and it is equally a subject of astonishment that the circle

of the General Post Delivery has not been more widely extended .

when it is recollected that London may now be considered as

extending six or seven miles in almost every direction . It is well

known, that at the present moment places , within a few hundred

yards of the New Post Office, are solely dependent on the Two

penny Post Delivery, and are actually put to an additional expense

of postage, independent of the delay which must necessarily take

place in receiving their letters — to men of a business, a source of

infinite inconvenience. We have no doubt that these, and many

other evils equally open to complaint , will be remedied under the

new system ; and that Sir Francis Freeling will go on as he has

commenced, in making the British Post Office arrangements

superior to any in the world. We have not heard whether any
fresh

orders have been given for building an additional number of

• Accelerators ;' but we think no time ought to be lost in perfecting
a plan so admirably commenced. We understand the four already

finished were completed by Mr. Abbott, the contractor, within a

month from the day the order was given. We trust the “ Accele

rators ' will be extended to all the villages round London, where the

number and importance of the population entitle them to that

consideration ."

A Void Money Order.

MONEY Order for £2 16s. issued at Cirencester on the

21st November, 1864,was presented for payment at Chippen

hamon the 2nd April, 1898. It had been sent to a local tradesman ,

now deceased , whose business was subsequently carried on by his

wife and children. After a while, in consequence of the illness of a

son and other vicissitudes, it became necessary to dispose of the

business, and then in the general overhaul of papers this long-lapsed
order was discovered . It is pleasing to record that , acting on

authority from the Treasury, the Department promptly paid the

amountto the executors of the deceased, less a charge of 6d . for the

issue of a new order.

Had the Order been cashed 34 years ago and the money banked ,

the amount would have been more than doubled by interest , even if

the rate had been no greater than the 21 per cent. given by the
State to depositors in the Post Office Savings Bank. This will serve

A



442
ST. MARTIN'S LETTER BAG.

T >

U

to show how much the State has profited by the use of this small

sum of £2 16s. remaining at its disposal for so many years . It is

not claimed that this is anunique case, but it is , I believe, sufficiently

uncommon to merit notice in our Magazine.

Chippenham . F. TAYLOR.

A Postman who ought to rise.

HE rural village of Ensbury is in the postal district of Bourne
A

few days ago the postman whose duty it is to clear the pillar-box

provided for the residents was unable to open the box, and a few

hours later the officials at the head office in Bournemouth were no

less astonished than surprised to witness the arrival of the iron

pillar -box , the postman explaining that, as he was unable to open it

to collect the letters, he hired a man to pull down part of the wall ,

so that he might bring the box bodily to the head office. A horse

and cart, of course, had to be employed for conveying the box to

Bournemouth. The postman added that he had placed some

boards at the spot from which he removed the box, giving notice

that there would temporarily be no box there.— WestminsterGazette .

Ask a Postmaster.

NDER this heading in our last issue we published some letters

addressed to Postmasters, and we remarked upon the fact

that the public evidently expects a great deal from these gentlemen .

Here are some more specimens . The first reads like an examination

paper :

“ Cleveland,

“ Ohio, U.S.A. ,

“ Aug. 6, 1898.

“ Postmaster,

Campbelton .

“Dear Sir, - In the month of August, 1774 , the heroine Flora

Macdonald sailed from your village in the ship Baliol for America .

Can you, and will you, be kind enough to answer the following

questions : What day in August did she sail ? How many emigrants

with her ? How did she come from Skye to Campbelton ? What

day did she land in America ? Was it on Cape Fear ? What was

the name of the war vessel in which she returned to Scotland ?

What year ? Where did she land ? What was the date of

Kingsborough's return ?

“ I beg to say I am writing a history of the Highlanders in

America , in which I shall attempt an extended sketchof Flora in

this country

“ Thanking you in advance ,

“ I remain ,

“ Yours sincerely,

“ J. P. M



ST. MARTIN'S LETTER BAG . 443

The next is a characteristic specimen of its class :

“ Toronto, Jeff Co. ,

“ Ohio ,

“ April 15th , 1897 .

“ Sir, I wish to ask you if you would favor me their was a

fortune left witch amounts up in Millions for the Milligans
irs or

kin and my Great Granfather was a Milligan My Granmother came

from England when young it was advertised In the New York

Papers Some ten years ago some Milligans form their tried to claim

it but was to young this is all that I heard as my mother died when

I was young now I wish you would look for me and you shall be

well Paid. I do not just Remember the Place in England but if you
could give some names of the Oldest Places This is a hundred

years or more ago. My mothers mother was a Milligan came from

their to America if you can obtain any information Please let me

know

“ Yours Respt

" Allic E. S

The following is also from America and is addressed to a Post

master in the south of England :

New York ,

“May 10, 1898 .

“ Dear Sir,—Could you kindly inform me if the name of Thomas

L-- occurs in any of your town records : he came to this

country about 1624 and was one of the first settlers of the town of

Weymouth in the State of Massachussetts , and it is believed that he

came from Weymouth , England . Thomas L was born in

1599 and he left a large family. I am his direct descendant and if it

is possible I would like to find out who his parents were, who he

married, and as much about him and his people as it is possible to

know, as I am writing up my family genealogy and I want to make

it as complete as possible. I have my family history as far back as

him but can get no further.

“ Yours very truly,

L-

Mr. Percy James , Postmaster of Carlisle, sends us a long letter

he lately received from the United States , containing repeated

requests to assist the writer in the discovery of his uncle. “ The

sentiments of my mind pressed me to ask you of this favourable

obligation , thinking it would be kind and generous of you to favour

me this request. Dear Sir, I know you are not under any obligation

to me. Dear Sir, you must know how it is yourself, as Carlisle and

America are so far apart between,and my request is so urgent, that I

have very little time to spare, Postmaster Esquire. You

may have some under official would answer the purpose.

You will be recompensed some time or other.
I don't know your

66 E

0
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You see what a short space of time I have, and a

great space of water between us,” and so on through four closely
written sheets of paper.

Our readers will be glad to know that either Mr. James or the under

official found the uncle, the nephew's anxiety was allayed, and that

the Post Office at Carlisle is ready for the next customer.

The Sentiment of Nationality.

N The Spectator of the 13th August appears the following

letter :

Sir,—The routine of Government work in our Department has

been recently enlivened by the introduction of an indoor boy

messenger of purely Irish extraction. There is a strong Hibernian

flavour about him . On St. Patrick's morning I observed that this lad

had failed to adorn his bosom with a sprig of the national emblem .

“ C ,” said I , “ where's the shamrock ? " “ Och, indade sorr ! ” said

he, “ d'ye think I would disgrace Oireland by wearing the green on

this (pointing to his official tunic) English Government cloth ? No

sorr ! There was no rejoinder. Mr. Goschen would probably

rejoice at the infusion of such a truly national spirit, painful by its

exactness, into the Navy. Total abstinence on such a plea would

leave no pretext for Irish squabblings on the sensitive national

question in the House of Commons. Thos. WEVELL.

Postal Stores Department.

Mr. W. S. Kerswill. *

FTER a service of forty-one years , the “ Age Regulation

enforced the retirement of Mr. W. S. Kerswill, Surveyor of

the North -Eastern District , who bade good- bye to his staff on the

30th April last.

Mr. Kerswill was first appointed to the Money Order Office in

June, 1857 , and was promoted to “ Surveyor's Clerk ” in May, 1866 ,

joining the N.E. District on his appointment as Surveyor on the 26th

April, 1887.

The swiftly moving events of recent years effected many changes

in the personnel of his staff; and when heretired he left only three
officers who were in the District when he joined. One of these was

Mr. J. Muir, who, a month later, took up the Surveyorship of

the Northern District of Scotland .

Although a strict disciplinarian, Mr. Kerswill's kindly disposition

governed his actions, and he endeavoured to extend the utmost

mercy to all offenders who were brought under his notice .

A massive silver bowl , beautifully chased , was presented to him

on his retirement by his travelling and stationary staffs ; and the

good - feeling of the Postmasters , past and present , was expressed in

ihe form of a silver fruit and flower stand, and a pair of silver vases .

Mr. Kerswill will be ever kindly remembered by all who served

under him ; and their sincere wish that he may live long to enjoy

the fruits of his long service will be echoed by his many friends in

other parts of the country. T. H.

* For portrait , see Vol. V. of St. Martin’s-le- Grand, p. 129 .

A
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Dr. Brown.

N January , 1897 , we chronicled the activity of the postmen of

the Battersea (then Wandsworth ) District in First -Aid Work,

as promoted by the St. John Ambulance Association. Since then,

the number of men who have qualified for “ first-aid ” certificates

has increased to more than 100, under the instruction of Dr. Brown,

IN

Dr. BROWN.

late R.N. , Medical Officer for the Division . Dr. Brown's services to

the St. John Ambulance Association have recently been recognized

by his selection for enrolment as an honorary associate of the Order

of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem ; and his selection has

received the sanction and approval of H.M. the Queen. Dr. Brown

has also received the Jubilee medal presented to the St. John

Ambulance Brigade for his services on the Diamond Jubilee Day,

1897 . F. W. D’EVELYN.

Battersea D.O.

Savings Bank Losses.

WO men, who had seen long and excellent service in the

Savings Bank Department, passed away in August last. On

the 26th of the month Mr. Sherwin Rishworth,* who in 1895 retired

from service at the age of sixty, died after a long illness, and on the

day following there passed away Mr. C. E. Leal, son of a former

well-known and much -respected Postmaster of Leeds . Mr. Rish

worth was one of the small body of men who were selected to start

the Department in 1861 , and at the time of his retirement he had

attained to the rank of a Sub-Controller. He was an excellent

specimen of a bluff, plain -spoken Englishman , who has few graces

of manner, and who, if he makes few friends, certainly makes no

enemies. We fear the Civilian is correct in attributing his collapse

to his retirement , for outside his official life he had scarcely any

T'S

A portrait of Mr. Rishworth appears in Vol. IV. of St. Martin's-le-Grand, p . 320 .

G G
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hobbies or interests, and compulsory leisure was to him a kind of

penal servitude .

Mr. Leal entered the Service in 1865, and at the time of his

death he was a Sub- Controller. Never a man with very robust

health he perhaps aggravated his constitutional tendencies by his

unsparing devotion to his official duties . His zeal for work was

quite phenomenal, and almost everything he put his hand to was

done excellently, but the strain on his nerves was only too apparent.

The state of his health accounted doubtless for certain peculiarities

of temperament, and those who admired his abilities the most

would have thought perhaps even better of him had he not been so

persistently official in his point of view. But the Department

has lost a good official whose shortcomings are forgotten in the

sympathy which has been evoked by his long illness, and by the

suffering everybody now knows he must for years have undergone.

Dr. Long

HESavings Bank Department now rejoices in the possession

of a Doctor of Laws among its members. Since the appear

ance of our last number, Mr. J. D. Long, whose portrait in his robes

TH

DR. LONG .

we have great pleasure in publishing, has received , after due

qualification, the degrees of LL.B. and LL.D. at the University of

Dublin. Dr. Long was educated at Trinity College, where he
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accomplished the almost unique feat of passing through the Divinity

and the Law Schools concurrently, obtaining a more than “pass

degree ” at his B.A. examination and proceeding M.A. at a later

date. His Civil Service Certificate ( 1868) bears an “honorary

addition " for proficiency in Latin composition and translation from

Latin into English. He was for some time President of the Civil

Service Debating Society, now, unhappily, a thing of the past, and he
ranked as the orator ” of that body as well as of the department to

which he belongs. In old days he was known for his wonderful mimetic

powers, in the exercise of which he spared, and , we may add, offended

nobody. Even now, when you can get him in the mood , he will

give you excellent imitations of his friends, seizing, in the imitation,

not only all their tricks and peculiarities of speech and manner, but

also their little idiosyncrasies of character. Perhaps at some future

dinner wecan induce him to give us his imitation of the Editor of

St. Martin's.

“ The Oldest Postmaster in the World .”

R. ROBERT TAYLOR, the old Sub- Postmaster of Scarva,

,
about six months ago, has not long survived the publicity thrust

upon him. The Oldest Subject of Her Majesty the Queen ," as

MR. ROBERT TAYLOR.

he has been generally described , died on the 25th of July. Some

particulars respecting him were given in our April and July issues

( pages 215 and 352 ).

We do not propose to discuss the vexed question of Mr. Taylor's

age . The daily papers have given various estimates, ranging from

114 to 135 years, and we are quite willing to accept any of them.



448 ST. MART
IN'S

LET
TER

BAG.

TH

Personally we prefer the Westminster Gazette's 135 . Some

misguided stickler for accuracy, H. A. Richey by name, has, it is

true, demonstrated to his own satisfaction , from an examination of

census returns and other unemotional sources , that the aged

Postmaster was not even a centenarian . He was born , says this

authority, in 1799 , and thus “ reached the ripe but not extraordinary

age of 99.” Mr. Richey's passion for truth carries him too far. Did

not Robert Taylor take part in the '98 rebellion , marching as a fifer

at the head of his regiment from Scarva to County Dublin ? The

papers have told us so and that is enough . Let us cherish our

illusions.

Perth New Post Office .

'HE “ Fair City, " whose “ Fair Maid ” has been sung by Sir

Walter Scott, has just had its attractions increased by a

handsome New Post Office, which was opened to the public last

July. It is thirty-six years since the office just vacated was built. I

remember the event very well, and how the office seemed at that

time calculated to last for all time. But Perth has grown like most

other places, and the postal work has quadrupled in these thirty -six
years, to say nothing of parcel and telegraphic business which have

been added in the interval. The

opening ceremony was carried out

with great éclat, the Lord Provost

and Sir Robert Pullar taking part

in the function, and the Lord

Dean of Guild being present in

his capacity of censor and custodian

of public buildings. The Lord

Provost sent the first telegram and

posted the first letter despatched

from the new building, the former

being addressed to the Postmaster

General and the latter to the Lord

Provost's brother, Mr. Sheriff

Dewar, one of the Sheriffs of

London and Middlesex. The

Postmaster General replied very
New Post OFFICE, PERTH.

graciously from Arundel Castle,

sincerely thanking his Lordship for his gracious and welcome

telegram ," and trusting the New Post Office would “aid the prosperity .

of Perth . ” There was present on the occasion a Mr. Morrison, a

grandson of the Postmaster of Perth in 1745. Of this worthy official

it was reported that when Prince Charlie entered Perth he quietly

made his way out at the other end of thetown, intercepted the post

bags at Glenfarg, had them sent back to Edinburgh, and so prevented

the Prince, whowas anxiously waiting for them , obtaining possession

of them . On his return to theoffice,he coolly informed the Pretender

that he had foiled his efforts, and, strange to say, it is not recorded

that he had his head cut off ! This same Postmaster had some

C
A
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business relations with Dunkeld, near Perth , and the Lord Provost

related how he regularly posted up a notice in the office window,

about Monday or Tuesday, to the following effect : - “ The Postmaster

has gone to Dunkeld on business, and letters will be delivered on

his return at the end of the week .” That was a very leisurely way

of doing business, and, after all, “the world went very well then ,” if

we are to believe all we read aboutthese “ good old times.”

There was also present Mr. John McGregor, a late Postmaster

of Perth, of whom the Lord Provost said that it was 62 years

since he entered the office, and that he had served 50 years. Mr.

McGregor is an octogenarian, and I have had the pleasure of his

acquaintance for a trifle of 40 years or so . He told the company

present at the opening of the new office that the staff in 1838,

when he entered the service, consisted of the Postmaster, Charles

your humble

6. It was

MR. JOHN MCGREGOR.

Graham Sidey, named after a late Lord Lynedoch , and two Letter

Carriers. One was William Livingstone, and the other was Sandy

Miller . ” The number of clerks, he added, was

servant.” The young people in the service nowadays complained

of long hours ; his engagement was for 14 hours a day, beginning at

9 a.m. and ending at i a.m. In these days there were no holidays,

" just work , work , and Sabbath just like Saturday.” The work was

done in a shop where a variety of business was carried on .

a bookseller's shop . They sold medicine, they sold fish , and finnan

haddies.” And, with a touch of humour which created great

laughter, Mr. McGregor added : “ There's nothing of that kind now."

Sir Robert Pullar, who is probably the largest user of the Post

Office in Perth, said that next to hisfriend Mr. McGregor, and to

Mr. Morrison, “ who had been connected with the Post Office for a

century or two,” he was as much interested as any one in the

ceremony of that day. It was one of the duties of his early business

days to call at the Post Office for the letters of his firm , and he

remembered how he used to go to the “ bole ” where they were
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handed out by Mr. McGregor. He could not reach up to it, but

the letters were passed down to him , and he handed up the money,

“ which was considerable in those days.” I well remember the old

Post Office “ at the end of the bridge,” and the Postmaster, Charles

Graham Sidey, afterwards Lord Provost Sidey. Was it he, I

wonder, who used to wear sleeves to protect his coat, and who used

to greet the Surveyor with the remark : “ Weel, what's brocht you

here the day ? " The Scotch are said to be devoid of humour, but

it seems to me that the opening of the Perth Post Office was

characterised by a good deal more of that quality than is usual on

similar occasions in England . Mr. Thomas, the new Postmaster,

who, I think, is an Englishman, seems to have entered thoroughly

into the spirit of the thing. He is fortunate in having Mr. McGregor

constituent.” R. W. J.

Children's Country Holidays Fund.

E have much pleasure in furnishing our readers with

statement of the sums subscribed in the Post Office for

this popular Fund during the present year . We understand , how

ever, that the list is not quite complete, as a further subscription of

£5 or £6has been promised by one Department. With this sum

the total will be fully up to the average of the last few years.

Office. Amount. Office . Amount.

£ s . d . £ s . d .

Brought forward 282 19 5

Secretary's and Solicitor's District Offices, London ,

Offices
16 36

continued . --

Registry I 13 Northern ... 12 16 6

“ In Memoriam ” 7 Western
3 4

Accountant General's Office 31 North Western 24 13 6

Şaving's Bank , Men's Staff 19 5
West Central 5 19

Women's 19 15 Paddington 14 3

Returned Letter Office
3

Battersea ... 24 4 4
London Postal Service : Norwood 6

Controller's Office
Provincial Surveyor's De

Inland, East Central
partment :

}and Branch Offices
44

North Eastern
I 13

Money Order Office 4 4 9
North Western 8

Medical Department North Wales

Controller Postal Stores South Wales

}Department North Midland 15

Controller of Telegraph South Midland 15

Stores Department : South Eastern

Controller's Office 6 South Western 6

General Factory 7 6 Western 6

Instrument Factory 18 6 Eastern

Central Telegraph Office 33 Northern Scotland 15 0

Engineer - in -Chief's Office Southern 3 6

District Offices, London : Northern Ireland

South Western
23 lo 5 Southern

South Eastern 25 o Midland 3 6

Eastern
36 4
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Carried forward ... £282 149
5 Total ...£399 13 4
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In accordance with the usual practice this list will be published

by the Society in their annual report , copies of which will in due

course be furnished to the heads of the Departments concerned.

Mr. C. H. Bundy, of the Secretary's Office, is the collector of the

Fund in the Post Office, and will be happy to furnish any informa
tion regarding it which may be desired . The Headquarters of the

Society are :-10, Buckingham Street , Strand , W.C. ( Treasurer, The

Hon . Alfred Lyttelton, M.P.) .

Odds and Ends.

E note with interest that the Duke of Norfolk is joint editor

with Mr. Charles T. Gatty of a new Roman Catholic

Hymn Book . The first part only is published, and it contains a

letter of approval from the Pope and some twenty hymnsset to a

variety of different tunes . The editors announce in the preface that

they intend to continue the work for a time in several parts, and to

eventually organize these separate portions into a complete hymnal

divided into subjects or seasons.

W

*

*

PAN
ARTICULARS have reached us of the opening of new Post

Office premises at Gateshead . It is the same tale—increase of

population, increase of business, and increasing demands on the

Department. Result , a new office, a successful dinner to celebrate

the opening, and the usual loyal and patriotic toasts .
We con

gratulate Mr. Harby, the Postmaster, on the which

attended the opening.

success

L
ORD PLAYFAIR, the Postmaster-General for a few months

in 1873-1874, among his many good stories, used to tell

one of the imperturbable impudence of a Chinaman at the great

opening function , on May 1st, 1851 , of the Exhibition . In Selous'

well-known picture of the ceremony, among the great dignitaries of

the Church, state , army, navy, anddiplomacy, is represented very
prominently a gorgeously -dressed Chinaman . No one knew this

august and sweetly-smiling Celestial , and there was no placeprovided

for him in the procession , of which Lord Playfair himself had the

arranging. The point was referred to the Prince Consort.

evidently a gentleman of eminence," said the Prince . “ Let him

have a good place ” ; and the Chinaman accordingly walked between

the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Duke of Wellington . It

afterwards turned out that he was the man who took the shillings at

the Chinese junk then moored in the Thames.

6. He is

*

*

TH
HE United Kingdom Postal Clerks' Association held its

annual conference at Wigan on the ist August last, and Mr.

Cartwright, the Secretary, has sent us a most excellent programme

and souvenir of the occasion . Portraits of the Queen, the Mayor,

and Deputy Mayor of Wigan , the old Market Place, the Parish

Church, Mr. Foot (the Postmaster), Mr. Salisbury (the Surveyor) , and

other persons and places are to be found in its pages, together with

some useful information concerning the town where thecoal comes from .
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'HE Post Office can always relish a good joke at its own

,
following :

“ Wehave heard a good many stories of practical jokes , more or

less reprehensible but all somewhat amusing, played upon new men

in an office, but the best we have yet heard has just reached us from

the branch of a bank in a large town in Scotland, where a new

junior, who did not appear to be particularly intelligent, was sent

round to all the stationers of the town and to the Post Office to ask

for a ' shilling verbal agreement stamp . ' Not only did the youth

himself fail to see the point of the joke, but the story goes that

neither the stationers nor the postmaster saw it either ; they simply

. didn't keep them .' ”

EN
NGLISH as she is written in Norway.- A card containing the

following particulars was put into the hands of one of our

readers when travelling in Norwayin July last . We like especially the

description of mountain climbers and those who require sleeping accom

modation as “ topmounters” and “ country-layers” respectively :

“ The hotel for turists on Turtegrö (owner, Mr. Ivar Oiene) , is

laying by the foot of the eminent ‘ Skagastolstinder, ' the largest field

in Jotunheimen for topmounters. The best leaders are to behad.

It is the best place for country-layers. Different interesting places

for summer-trips. Nearest stopping place for steamers — Skjolden.

Recommands as station for passage to Lom - Gudbrandsdalen.”
*

EN
NGLISH as she is written in Italy . - Mr. Luigi Tilli , of 98 ,

Via Ghibellina , Florence, is responsible for the following

announcement :

“ PURCHASE AND SALE OF COLLECTION STAMPS.

“ SIR ,-With the present, I beg yon to send me new or annulled

ancients or moderns stamps , postal -cards , marks and bands to that

regions , or what nation yon will can to collect , in the quantity yon

believe ; and I suddenly will pay yon , or if yon think, in change of

stamps .

“ If yon coud not charge of that, yon will have kindly, to pass my

card to some one of your acquaintance, to beg him, to communicate
with me.

“ Sure that yon will be so kind to give me an answer, I thank yon

very sincerely “ Your obliged

“ LUIGI Tilli. "*

Tº .
CORRESPONDENTS MR. JOHN PICKETT, Post Office,

Waipawa , New Zealand .-Many thanks for your newspaper

cutting. We receive in the course of the year numbers of similar

accounts. MR. FERENS , Dunedin, New Zealand . - We are extremely

obliged to you for sending us copies of The Evening Star tago

Jubilee Edition and Jubilee Record. They have interested us much.

Mr. KINSELLA, Post Office, Chicago.— . The Bulletin ” is always

welcome, but we should like some verses from you .
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OFFICE. NAME, APPOINTMENT.

Sec.'s Office Pratt , G. E. Dep. Staff Officer

Supply. Est.

Prout, c. Ist Cl. Clk.

Tonkin, D. T.

Westbury, F. N.

3rd Cl. Clk .

Morrell , H.

,
,

>

Hill , F. M.

Stedman, S. E. B.

3

Westgate, R. D.

Maycock,P.W.H .

Kemp, F. H.

> >

Black, J. 99

2

A.G.D., C.H.B. Miss H. M. Duret Princ. Clk.

L. M. W. Ist Cl. Clk .

Webster

B. Culpin

E. M. Barber

A. J. Cheyne

M. M White

P.O.B. E. J. Miles Asst. Super.

M.E. Cather Princ. Cik .

رو

:
:
:
:
:
:

Ist Cl . Clk .

A. E. Culley

A. Lacey,

H. W. Bind

loss

E. Hill

A. M. Cary

L. Ham

J. Brooks

A. W.

Chessall

R. E. Mallan

dain

A. Hills

9

,
,

,
,

.
.
.

> .
.
.

.
.
.

PREVIOUS SERVICE,

Clk. , S.B.D., '68 ; 2nd

Div., ' 77 ; C.E.B. , '84 ;

Ist Cl., '91

2nd Div . Clk ., S.B .,'80 ;

Clk ., C.E.B., '85 ; 2nd

Cl. , '91

2nd Div . Clk . , S.B. , '96

2nd Div. Clk. , A.G.D. ,

'96

2nd Div. Clk . , M.O.O.,

'94

2nd Div. Clk. , S.B.D. ,

'95

2nd Div. Clk ., S.B.D. ,

'96

2nd Div. Clk. , S.B.D.,

'95

2nd Div. Clk. , S.B.D. ,

'94

2nd Div. Clk., M.O.O. ,

'95

2nd Div. Cik. , A.G.D. ,

'94

1880 ; Ist Cl . Clk . , '86

1883

1885

1885

1886

1880

Clk. , '81 ; Princ . Clk ., '95

Clk .,C.H.B.,'77; P.O.B.,

'81 ; Ist Cl., '82

1882 ; Ist Cl., ’90

1882 ; ist C1,, '91

1882 ; ist Cl. , '91

1883

1885

1886

1886

1886

1886

1886
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

A.G.D. , P.O.B. Miss M. J. Morris ist Cl. Clk.

G. Č. Kyle

G. Whitaker

E. F. Barwis

M. Allen

E.M. Nisbett

>

1886

1886

1886

1886

1886

Cr. Clk . and Tel. , Met .

Dis . , '83 ; Clk. , P.O.B. ,

:
:

:

>

87

1887

;

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

ܪ

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

C.T.O.

.
.
.

> .
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

F. Fell

Lewis, H. D. Asst . Acct. Boy Clk. , S.B.D., '70 ;

A.G.D., '73 ; Examr. ,

'92

Wickins, C. R .... Examr. 1871 ; 3rd Cl. Clk ., °75 ;

Hr. Gr. , 2nd Div., '92

Shepherd, W. A. 1872 ; 3rd Cl. Clk ., ’79 ;

Hr. Gr. , 2nd Div . , '93.

Chetwynd, H. A. 1872 ; Hr. Gr. , 2nd Div .,

L. '93

Waterman , W .... Super. E.T. Co. , '61 ; G.P.O. ,

'70

Warmington, W. Asst. Super . , Hr.Gr. G. W. Rly. Co. , 65 ;

J. G.P.O., '70 ; 2nd Či .

Asst . Super ., '90

Burrows, W. M. S. E. Rly. Co. , '62 ;

G.P.O., '70 ; 2nd Cl .

Asst . Super., '90

Kennett, G. 1870 ; 2nd Ći. Asst.

Super., '90

Jackson , R. B.... L. B. & S. C. Rly. Co.,

'69 ; G. P.O., '70 ; 2nd

Cí. Asst. Super. , '90

Langmaid, T. 2nd Cl. Asst . Super. 1872

Woodhouse, G.D. 1874

Haley, A....

Bate, F. W.

Mason, W. M ....

Mottley, S. J. 1871

Robinson, T. 1870

Barclay, L. D .... Tel.Reading,’75; C.T.O.,

'77 ; Instr. Tel.School,

'80 ; Over. and Senr.

Tel. , '89

Butt , A. E. P .... Tel., Southampton, '71 ;

C.T.O., '81

Isaacson, W. H. Over. & Senr. Tel. 1876

Gooding, E. Submarine Tel.Co. , '66 ;

C.T.O. , '89

West, W. T. 1876

Williams, J. E ... Sub. Engr. Tel. , Newcas.-on -Tyne,

'89 ; Jr. Clk. , E. in

C.O., '95

Billingham , G.W. S.C. & T., B'gham , '84 ;

Jr. Clk ., E. in C.O., ’90 .

Elener , G. A. ... Jr. Clk. (Provs.) . S.C. &T., Hartlepool,

'85 ; Newc. - on-Tyne,

'97

3

9 1870

1870

1871

:
:

:
:

:

ور

9

.
.
.

:
:

:
:

E. in c.o.
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OFFICE, NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

9

.
.
.

.
.
. ...

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

9

,

E, in C.O. Bowen , J. H. Jr. Clk. ( Provs . ) S.C. & T. , Cardiff, '86

Powell, G. T. S.C. & T. , M'n'ester, '87

Platt , W. S.C. & T. , Hull, '89

Butterfield, J. C. S.C. & T. , Leeds, '90

Wilby, E. J. S.C. & T. , Leeds, '91

Thomas, F. S.C. & T., Belfast, ’92

Scarr, W. S.C. & T. , Norwich, '94

Hart, W. L. S.C. & T., Cambridge,'95

Dawson , A. E .... S.C. & T., Bury, '87 ;

C.T.O. , '94 ; Man.

chester, '94

McCormack,H.C . S.C. & T. , Aberdeen, '88

L.P.S.D. Tucker, J. W .... 3rd 'ci. Cik.... S.C. & T., Plymouth,'96

(Cir. Off.)

Parker, H. Insp . Boy Sr. , '70 ; Sr. , ° 72 ;

Over. , '82 .

Williams, J. F .... Boy Sr. , ' 70 ; Sr. , '70; Sr.

of Foreign Letters, '86

Kerridge, F. 1866 ; Over., '80

Sewell, F. W. Over. 1879 ; Sr. , '82

Gill , R. G. 1870

Smith , J. B. 1870

Laws, A. H. 1870

Goodbody,W.G. 1875

W.C.ö.o. Bishop, Č.w .... Over. and Senr. Tel . Tel., '70 ; Cn., '83

Thompson , W.G. Boy Sr., 73 ; Sr.,'77 ;

Cn. , '78

Miss M. Benwell 4th Cl. Super.

E.E.Hanshaw 1872

N.D.o. Nash, W. S. L.. clk. " Clk . , 2nd Div. , S. B. , '95

Ironside, W. Over. and Senr. Tel. Boy Sr., '72 ; Cn. , '78

Worthy, H. 1871

Bird, J. 1873

Miss É. Bridge.. 4th ĆI. Super.

F. Hows 1873

E. M. P.

Collins

E.D.O. Redgrave, F. C .. Cik. Clk. , 2nd Div. , S. B . , ' 93

Cavanagh, B. J.. Over. and Senr. Tel. 1870 ; Cn . , '75

Stallworthy,F.F. 1872 ; Cn . , '99

Ward , C. H. 1874
S.E.V.O. Pollard, R. Clk. 2nd Div. Clk. , S.B. , '94

Marsh , I. G. Over. and Senr. Tel. Tel . , '72 ; Cn , '91

Sloane, J. ...

1875

رو

1872

>

1875

..

• • •

1871

Nimmo, C.

Miss J. Slater 4th Cl. Super. 1873

L. R. M. Guy 1880

A. J. King 1874

E. Donovan . 1876

Norwood A. M. Har 1873

greaves

S.W.D.O. Payne, A.... Clk. 2nd Div . Clk. , S.B . , ' 94

Milton, A. C. Over. and Senr. Tel. Boy Sr., °72 ; Wrtg .

Ass 73 ; Cn. , '78

Miss A. E. 4th Cl. Super. 1870

Williams

1872



456 PRO
MOT

ION
S

.

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

1873

1871

>>

2

وو

.

L.P.S.D.

S.W.D.O. Miss E. Dawes... 4th Cl. Super. 1872

Battersea Busck , G. ... Clk. Tel., C.T.O., '95 ; 2nd

Cí . Exr. , T.S.D. , '98

Foster , J. J. Insp . Boy Sr. , 73 ; Wrtg .

Asst . , ° 76 ; Over., '85 ;

Ist Cl . , '89

Miss M. Webb... 4th Cl. Super.

E. S. Sayer.
W.D.O. Stump, E.... Insp. 1861 ; Over. , '85

French , F. Over, and Senr. Tel. 1872

Smith , I. F. Boy Sr. , '73 ; Sr. , °76 ;

Cn. , '78

Padd. Ward, W.... Over, and Senr. Tel. 1872

Edbrook , 1873

W. H. W.

Miss E. Haines. . 4th Cl. Super. Retr., R.L.O. , '73; Cr.

Clk and Tel., °76

A. Ward ... 1872

N.W.Ⓡ.O. Reeves, w . G .... Over. and Senr.Tel. 1872

Wheeler, J. H .... 1872

Williams, J. H. 1874

Rundle , T. J. 1871

Miss A.P. Goater 4th Ĉi. Super. 1870

E. Tuckett. 1871

S.B.D. Williams, F. W. Hr. "Gr . , 2nd Div. 1876

Marshall, A. 1876

MissM. 'Phelan . Princ. Clk. 1882 ; Ist Cl. , '90

M.G.Wyllie 1852 ; Ist Cl. , '90

A. E. Hooke 1882 ; ist Cl ., '90

E.M. Cowen ist ciclk. 1889

M. Cordiner. 1889

H. W. 1889

Whiteman

E. E. Bowen 1889

A. E. John 1889

ston

A. Mimmack 1890

J. S. Mac 1589

donald

L. R. Currie 1889

A. G. Bryant 1889

M. Wilson . Sr., P.O.B., '87 ; Clk. ,

S.B., '90

M. Warnock 1890

1. L. S. 1890

Mitchell

C. Pickett 1890

Sur's. Dept. Gattie, W. M. Sur. Clk . , Inland Rev. , ° 78 ;

Hr. Div. , S.O. , ?81 ;

Asst . Sur. , '94

Dickinson, W. ... Ist Cl . Asst . Sur ... Clk . , Lr. Div., War Off .,

? 77 ; G.P.O. (Dub.) ,

*80 ; Sur. Clk ., '85

Telford, H. R .... Clk . , Lr. Div. , A.O.,

Dub. , '81 ; Sur. Clk . ,

'85

:
:

:
:

:
:

:
:

:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:

:
:
:
:
:
:

..

.:

:
:

:
:> >

>>

>

.

:
:

...
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

Sur's . Dept.

22

2
3
2

,
,

1
9

James, R. H. Insptg. Tel . S.C. & T. , Wolverhamp

ton , '84 ; Clk. , War

wick, '92

Carette, H. U.T. Asst. Hd. Sta . Clk . S.C. & T. , Waterford,

84 ; Sta. Clk., '93

Gardiner , R. E. S.C. & T. , Cork, '85 ;

Sta . Clk ., '93

Scott, G. S.C. & T., Dunfermline,

'83 ; Dundee,'90 ; Sta.

Clk. , '93

Thomson, W. P. S.C. & T. , Ayr., °75 ;

Greenock, '89 ; Sta.

Clk. , '93

Williams, N. A. S.C. & T. , Armagh, Bel

fast and Dublin, '77 ;

Sta. Clk. , '93

Wyse, W....
1878 ; S.C. & T., Aber

deen, ’81 ; Sta. Clk. ,

'93

O'Connor, C. Sta. Clk. S.C. & T. , Wexford, '84

Mannings,
S.C. & T. , Exeter, '91

A. J. W.

Schramm , H. Ist Cl. Examr. Tel . , E.D.O. , '83 ; Clk . ,

C. of S.O. , '89 ;

Examr., '92

Sparkes , H. Tel., C.T.O., '86 ; Clk. ,

C. of S.O. , '92 ;

Examr., '92

Gillett, E. T. Tel., S.W., '85 ; Clk. ,

C. of S.O., '92 ;

Examr. , 92

Dell, A. Tel., C.T.O. , '81

>

>

Tel. S.D....

,
,

9
2

.

PROVINCES - ENGLAND and WALES .

1

.
.
.

.
.
.

Barrow -in

Furness

Birmingham

.
.
.

.

Blackburn

Blackpool

Bradford ... Cík . (P.).

Danson, J. Clk . 1882

Fisher , J. ...
1886

Cutting, C. Cỉk. ( P.)" S.C. & T.,Wrexham ,'76 ;

Birmingham , '84

Barnes, E. F. 1885

Mercer, F. Cik. " 1883

Eaton , J.
1890

Benn, A.
1881

Clayton, C. Clk. ( T ) 1871

Thornton, T. 1872

Miss K. F. Super. 1888

Skirrow

Mackay, J. J. ... Super . ( P. ) Clk . , '67 ; 2nd Cl. Asst .

Super., '85 ; Ist Cl.,'90

Chambers, G. E. Ist Cl. Asst. Super. S.C. & T.,'61 ; Clk. , '85 ;

(P.) 2nd Cl.Asst.Super. , '90

Charles, H. J. CÌk . (P.) 1877

Bristol

.
.
.

>

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.
.
.
. ...
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... ...

...

>>

:
:

> .
.

.
.
.

Cardiff, '93

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

>

:
:
:Super. (T.)

29

2

:
:

:
:

:

Bristol Picken, J.... Clk. (T.) 1871

Burgess, J. J. 1872

Pike, E. ). 1872

Miss J. Righton . Super. S.C. & T., °77 ; Asst .

Super ., '97

E. E. Taylor Asst. Super . S.C. & T. , '77

Cardiff Arnold, w. 2nd Cl. Asst. Super. 1885 ; Clk. , '91

( P.)

Smith, E. F. Clk. (P. ) S.C. & T., Cardiff, '85 ;

Tilbury , Romford,'88 ;

Price, J. E. S.C. & T., Newp't, Mon. ,

'81 ; Cardiff, '90

Norman, R. J.... Clk. (T. ) S.C. & T. Pembroke

Dock, '74 ; Cardiff, '77

Dobb, G. E. P .. 1882

Chelmsford Philpott, F. W .. Cik .” 1889

Carlisle Selby, J. M.T. Co. , '66 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Clk. , T. , '91 ;

Asst. Super., '94

Turner, J .... Asst . Super. (T. ) ... M.T. Co. , '67 ; G.P.O. ,

'70

Clark, S. D. Clk. ( T.) 1870

Miss A. Howe ... Asst. Super. 1882

Chester L. J. Morris 1881

Coventry ... Smith, T. H. CIK. 1880 ; S.C. & T. , '82

Derby Fletcher, W. Ch. Clk.... S.C., '67 ; Clk. , '75 ;

Asst . Super. ,

Super., °96

McConnell , T.H. Super. (P.) Clk ., 67 ; Asst . Super. ,

93

Gull, J. R. Asst. Super. ( P. ) ... S.C. & T. , ’73 ; Clk . , '93

Booth , J. T. Clk. (P. ) 1874

Lee, J. H. ... Asst.'Super. (T.) . E.T. Co. , '67 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Clk . , '86

Falmouth Waters, H. R. ... Ch . Clk.... 1872 ; Clk. , '91

Warren, W. C. Clk. 1876

Gloucester Cooper, I .... 1876 ; S.C. & T. , '81

Gt . Yarmouth... Coupe, F. W. Asst. Super. S.C. & T.

Huddersfield Davies, J. C. (P. ) S.C. & T. , Ashton -under

Lyne, '73; Hudders

field , '74 ; Clk ., P ., '87

Burden , C. S. S.C. & T. , '76 ; Clk., '98

Quarmby, A. (T. ) 1870 ; Clk ., '87

Priestley, J. H. cik. 1874

Broadbent , J. 1880

Miss A. B. Copley Asst. Super.. 1886

Leeds Plackett , T. C .... 2nd Cl. Asst . Super. S.C. & T. , °74 ; Clk. ,

(T. ) P. , '97

Benson, H. Clk . (T. ) M.T. Co. , '68 ; G.P.O. ,

'70

Leicester ... Champion, A. W. Asst . Super. (T.) ... 1872 ; Clk . '94

Griffiths, J. B’dgwater, '71 ; Leic'ter,

* 76 ; Clk. '95 .

Wigginton , G .... Clk. , T.... 1874

Hewson, F.
1882

'92 ;

.
.
.

.
.
.

לל

:
:
:

:
:
:
:
:
: .

.
.

>

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

>

:
:

:
:

:
:
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Leicester ...

Liverpool.. ... Super. ( T.) ..

99

.
.
.

>

...
>>

.
.
.

.
.
.

:

.
.
.

رو

:
:

:
:

:
:

:

Miss E. M.Oakey Super. 1893

Jones, S. M.T. Co., '60 ; G.P.O.,

'70; istCl. Asst.Super.,

'90

Tose, G. M.T. Co.. '64 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; istCl.Asst.Super.,

'90

Isley , G. ist Cl . Asst . Super. M.T. Co. , '60 ; G.P.O.,

(T. ) '70 ; 2nd Cl . Asst.

Super., '90

Batho, S. ... 1870 ; Clk ., '86 ; 2nd Cl.

Asst. Super ., '90

O'Neil, T. M.T. Co., 66 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; 2nd Cl. Asst.

Super. , ’90

Litherland , H .... 2nd Cl.Asst. Super. E.T. Co., 60 ; G.P.O. ,

(T.) 70 ; Clk. '90

Kershaw, R. M.T. Co. , '61 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Cik. , '90

Smith , J. 1870 ; Clk. , '90

Cochran, A. 1872 ; Clk . , '90

Deane, J. E. Clk . (P .) ... 1881

Coward, w. 1881

Smart, P. R. 1881

Bosomworth, A.
1881

Darley, R.
1881

Kaddie, J .... (T.) ... M.T. Co. , 69 ; G.P.O. ,

'70

Abbey, H. 1870

Venables, D. 1871

Sanders, W. G. 1871

Wilson, G. H. 1871

Brady, E. J. M.T. Co. , '66 ; G.P.O. ,

'70

Skillicorn, E. 1872

Bellhouse, F. W.

Perry, G. R.

Miss M. L. Dran- Asst. Clk. in Ch . 1880

field

E. L. Crippin Asst. Super. 1874

Lester, W. P. ... Clk . 1886

Rawsthorn, G.H. Super. (T.) ... M.T. Co. , '59 ; G.P.O.,

70 ; 2nd Cl. Asst.

Super . , '89 ; Ist Cl .

'90

Harrison , E. E. Ist Cl . Asst. Super. E.T. Co., '69 ; G.P.O. ,

( T.) °70 ; Clk., ’90 ; 2nd Cl.

Asst. Super., '93

Donovan, J. ... Clk. (T. ) E.T. Co. , 67 ; G.P.O.,

'70

Hough, J.... U.K.T. Co. , '67 ; G.P.O.,

'70

Pope, W. J. E.T. Co., '66 ; G.P.O. ,

22

:
:

:
:

: :
:
:
:
:

:
:
:
:
:

1872

1872>

>

Llandudno

Manchester

.
.
.

.
.
.

'70

Cheadle, W. T....

.
.
.

.
.
. M.T. Co., '66 ; G.P.O.,

'70
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.
.
.

Manchester Busfield, J. Clk. (T. ) 1872

Yates, J. Bury ,'70 ; Manch'ter,'81

Chapman, J. 1878

Clarke, T .... 1880

Lormier, J. W .... 1880

Jewell . G. R. W. 1880

Jones . E. 1880

Miss E. Lawson Asst. Super., R.L.O. 1881

Newc-on - Tyne. Bentley, H. A .... Clk. (P.) Boy Clk ., Leeds, '81 ;

Š.C & T., '82

Scrafton, W. 2nd Cl . Asst . Super. M.T. Co., '60 ; G.P.O.,

(T. ) '70 ; Clk . , '86

Buddle , C. E.T. Co., '68 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Clk . , '90

Andrew, T. M.T. Co. '67 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Clk . , '90

Boyd, H. Clk. (T. ) 1874

Miss N. Mosley Asst. Super. 1882

M. G. Wilson 1883

Normanton Worfolk, I. Ch . clk . S.C. & T. , ' 73 ; Clk .,'76 ;

Asst. Super., '93

Eames , T. B. Asst. Super... 1875 ; S.C. & T., '80 ;

Cík ., '95

North, I. E. Clk. 1874 ; S.C. & T., '79

Northampton ... Griffith, H. w ... Clk. S.C. & T. , Stafford, '70 ;

Northampton, '74

North Shields... Paton, T. W. Ch. Clk. 1871 ; Clk. , 91

Dunn, J.
Clk. 1881

Nottingham Miss E.S.Crippin Asst . Super. 1872

Oldham Tattersall, J. S.C. & T. , '81 ; Clk .,'94

Holmes, A. Clk. 1882

Reynolds, G. 1886

Portsmouth Jacobs, C. H. Asst. Super. ( P.) 1881 ; S.C. & T., '82 ;

Clk . , '94

Cooper, G. Clk . ( P. ) S.C. & T., Kingston -on

Thames, '80 ; Ports

mouth, '84

Barham , F.J. ... Clk. (T. ) 1878

Redhil” Gilbert, F. C. Ch. Clk. S.C. & T. , '81 ; Clk , '89

Bridger, C. L. Clk. 1887

Rochdale. Tattersall, J. H. SC. & T. , Oldham , '78 ;

Rochdale, ’85

Shrewsbury Miss A. J. Bell ... Asst. Super. 1885

Southampton Coombes, H. Ch. Clk....

Nutt , F. Super. (P.) 1870 ; S.C. & T. , '74 ;

Clk. , '88 ; Asst . Super.,

91 ; Super., '96

Awbery, A. Asst . Super. (P.) ... S.C. & T. , °75 ; Clk .,

'90 ; Asst . Super., '93

Wilson, H. J. J. Clk. (P.)
1887

Southport McIlwreith , J. ... Super. (T. ) M.T. Co. , '65 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Clk. T., '91

Stoke-on-Trent Williams, A. J. F. 1874 ; Clk. , Coventry,

91; Asst. Super. , '96
Truro Argall, J. C. B. Clk. 1881

>

F
o
i
:
:
:
:
:

.
.
.

:
:
:

:
:
:
:

:
:

27

.
.
.



PROMOTIONS. 461

OFFICE, NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE,

TunbridgeWells Sands, A. E. Clk .

.
.
.

.
.
. S.C. & T. , Hawkhurst,

87 ; Tunbridge Wells,

'95

Richardson, D.

.
.
.

.
.
. S.C. & T. , '87 ; Insp. of

Postn. , '93

1876

1882

Wigan

York

Marsh , J.

Smith, G. C. . ( P.) .

SCOTLAND.

Edinburgh

.

..

'64 ;
...

Laing, A. ... Ist Cl . Asst . Super. 1874 ; Asst . Super., '91

(P.)

Tulloch, W. 1868 ; Over. , '91 ; Asst.

Super. '92

Gunn, A. 2nd Ci . 1876 ; Clk . , '91

Lyall, T. Clk . ( P.) 1877 ; S.C., '82

Cairns, W. 1877 ; Boy Sr. , 78

Gumley, I. T. 1883

Armstrong, T.... Ist Ĉi . Asst . Super. M.Ť. Co. , '56 ; G.P.O. ,

( T.) '70 ; Asst. Super . , '91

Phillips, R. U.K.T. Co. ,

G.P.O.. '70 ; Asst.

Super., '91

Griffin , J. M. R. 2nd Cl . E.T. Co. , '66 ; G.P.O. ,

Aberdeen , '70 ; Edin . ,

'72 ; Clk . , '91

Banks, J. 1870 ; Clk. , '91

Wilson, J .... ... Cik” ( T.) E.T. Co., '62 ; G.P.O. ,

'70

Watson, T. M. E.T. Co. , '67 ; G.P.O. ,

Davidson, J. 1873

Richardson, J. G. 1877

Smith, T.... 1879

Orr, J. S.C. & T., Hawick, '85 ;

Fort William , '97

Miss J. Robinson Asst. Super . 1879

McColl, D. B .... Clk. 1884 ; S.C. & T., '89

Mitchie, J. 1881 ; S.C. & T. , '82

...

'70

99

...

Fort William Cik? '...

... ...Glasgow

Paisley

Perth

Dublin

...

.
.
.

.
.
.

IRELAND.

McMahon, J. Book -Keeper Clk. , S.B., '82 ; A.O.,

Dublin , '82 ; Hr. Gr. ,

2nd Div ., '92 ; Cashier,

'97

Loverock , J. A. Cashier ... M.T. Co. , '69 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Ist CI. Clk. , '78

Gallagher, D. P. 1st Cl. Clk. 2nd Div. Clk., ’83 ; Hr.

Gr. , '92

Brophy, T. F .... Clk . ( P.) S.C. & T., Charleville,

'88 ; Dublin, '89

Quin , J. Insp .-in -Charge of 1873; Asst. Insp . of

Postn . Postn ., '91

Miss E. Rice Asst. Super.... 1885

.
.
.

.
.
.

Limerick ...

HH
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Retirements.

LONDON.

OFFICE , NAME. APPOINTMENT .. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

Sec's. Off. ... Ash, N. Princ. Clk. , Old.Est. Clk. , '56 ; 3rd Cl. Clk . ,

°58 ; 2nd Cl. , '65 ;

Princ. Clk . , '86

A.G.D.. Cunard , E. H .... 2nd Div. Clk. S.C. & T. , L’pool, ’72 ;

Clk ., A.G.D. , ' 72 ; 2nd

Div. Clk. , '90

* Evans, W. R. 1894

Fentiman , F. 1883

Temple, F. E. & I.T.Co., '56 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; 2nd Div. Clk. , '90

Miss J. M. All- 2nd Cl . Clk. 1888

cock

K. Y. Iliff 1885

c.ï.o. ... Ferguson, F. Asst. Super. B. & I.T. Co. , '56 ;

G. P. O., '70 ; Asst .

Super., '80

Murch , F. W. Tel . 1882

McDonald , J. 1881

* Miss M. M. Biner 1890

L.P.S.D.

(Cir. Off.) Kewley, H. G .... 3rd Cl . Clk. S.C & T. , Macclesfield ,

'84 ; Clk . , F.B. , Lon

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

don, '84

Burnham , G. Insp .

.
.
.

.
.
.

>>

Ewington , T. E.

,
,

.
.
.

.
.
.

ور

לו

Coxhead, J. Over.

Dutton, W.

* Barratt, H. Sr.

* Brown, G. G.

*Carson, A.

Hampton, P. U.

Kilkenny, J.

Mathams, A.J.R.

Matthews, C. G.

Mitchell, w.

Robarts, A.

Padd . Hunt, C. Over.

S.E. Locke, B. ...

Miss Ľ . Chave C.C. & T.

1863 ; Sr., '65 ; Over. ,

71 ; Insp. , 74

1858 ; Sr., '61 ; Over.,

'70 ; Insp. , '80

1860 ; Sr. , '72; Over. , '75

1855 ; Sr. , '73 ; Over., '82

1893

1893

1893

1887 ; Sr. , 92

1870 ; Sr., '77

Boy Sr. , '82 ; Sr. , '84

1862 ; Sr. , '72

1884 ; Sr. , '90

1858 ; Sr., '78 ; Over., '81

1860 ; Over. , '90

U.K.T.Co., '67 ; G.P.O. ,

'70

Clk ., S.B.D. , '67 ; Sur.

Clk. , '77 ; Asst. Sur. ,

'91 ; Sur. , '93

Surs. Dept. Powell, W. W. R. Sur.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Awarded a Gratuity.
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PROVINCES-ENGLAND and WALES.

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
. ... ..

2 .
.
.

.
.
.

.
.

.
.

Birmingham Barnett, G. H .... Clk. ( P.) S.C. , '67 ; Clk. , '90

* Edwards, F. S .... S.C. & T. 1891

Bristol Hill, S. Clk. ( P. ) S.C., '58 ; Clk ., '90

Carlisle Fagan , F.... S.C. & T. E & I.T. Co., '68 ;

G.P.O.,'70
Carnforth Simpson, w . Pmr. B. & I.T. Co. , '55 ;

G.P.O. , '70 ; Pmr. ,

Carnforth, '82

Deal Robinson, E. W. S.C. & T.

Dewsbury Stainsby, J. A .... Pmr. Clk. , Darlington, '56 ;

Ch . Clk. , '78 ; Pmr. ,

Dewsbury, '90.
Falmouth Cox, J. N. Ch . Clk.... Clk . , ' ; 0 ; Ch . Clk ,, '95
Grimsby * Farmer, A. T. S.C. & T. 1892

Harwich Salter, E. Pmr. 1859

Hastings ... *Miss L. A. Brook S.C. & T. 1894

Ipswich Hyde, J. C. Pmr. Clk . , Dublin, 1853 ; Clk.

in charge, '57 ; Sur.

Clk ., '62 ; Asst. Sur. ,

'82; Pmr. , Ipswich, '92

Davey, T.... Clk . (P.) Clk. , Ipswich, 59 ;

Kings Lynn, '63';
Ipswich, '89

Leeds Green, J. S.C., '60 ; Clk.. ’87

Bradley, J. W ... Cik. ”(T. ) M.T. Co., '62 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Clk . , '90

Leicester ... Grant, A. W. ... Asst . Super. ( P.) ... S.C., 68; Clk . , '82 ;

Asst. Super. , '91

Goddard , J. ( T .) ... E.T. Co., '64 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Asst. Super., '76

Liverpool Hasleden, S. 2nd Cl. Asst. Super. S.C. 64 ; clk. , 68 ;

( P. ) Asst . Super., '90
Manchester Mair, D. Super. (P.) Sr. , '59 ; Clk ., '67 ; Asst .

Super., '80 ; Super.,'90

Harrison , E. Asst . Super. (T. ) ... E.T. Co., '69 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Clk . , '90 ; Asst .

Super. , '93

Miss M. Langdon ( P. ) ... S.C., '79 ; Cr. Cik . &

Retr. , Asst .

Super., '94

Jones, L. Clk. (T. ) 1870 ; Clk. , '93

Turner, H. ( P. ) 1866 ; Clk. , '85

Richmond, Sy .. * Summer, G. H. S.C. & T. S.T. & T. , Braintree,

'91 ; Marlboro' , '93 ;

Richmond, '94

Sheffield Littlewood, O. ... Clk. (P.) 1859 ; S.C., '61

Southampton Dunning, T. w . Asst. Super. ( T.) ... E. & I.T. Co., '54
G.P.O. , '70 ; Asst.

Super., ’71
Sunderland Mosley, P. J. Pmr. E. & I.1 . Co. , '47 ;

G.P.O. , '70 ; Pmr. ,

Stoke -on - Trent, '92 ;

Sunderland, '95

Wymondham ... *Mrs. S. H. Postle Pms. 1878

.
.
.

'81 ;

Awarded a Gratuity.
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SCOTLAND

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

Edinburgh Richardson, H. . Clk. (T. )

Glasgow ... Miss C. Cree ... Asst. Super.

.
.
.

.
.
.

E.T. Co., '62 ; Cambrian

Rly. Co. , '64 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Clk. , '91

Clk ., Hillhead, B.O. ,'79 ;

Tel.,'80 ; Asst. Super.,

'96

Sr. , '58 ; Wrtg. Clk .,

79; Asst.Super., '83 ;
Pmr. , Leith, '91

Leith Stewart, J. Pmr.
.
.
.

.
.

IRELAND

...Cork

Dublin

O'Sullivan , J. S.C. & T.

Clouting, F. R. . Super. ( P. )

Grier, 1 . S.C. & T.

Reilly, P.

A.O. Hall, T. Book -keeper ...

1870

Clk . , '74 ; Asst. Super.,

'92

1871

1863 ; S.C. & T., '70

Clk ., °58 ; Ist Cl. , '66 ;

Book - keeper, '78 ;

Examr. , '83

1892

1875

Enniskillen

Tipperary

* Conlon, T.

Taylor, J.

S.C. & T.

Pmr.

* Awarded a Gratuity.
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Deaths.

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

...

:
:

:
:

99

:
:
:

Sec.'s Off. Adcock, A. E. 3rd Cl . Clk . 2nd Div. Clk. , A.G.D.;

Clk. , S.O. , '94

, Copyist, '81 ; Clk. , Lr.

Div., *88

P.O.B. Large, B. Sr. 1892

E. in C.O. Stevenson, J.T.B. 3rd Cl . Clk . 1881 ; E. in C.O. , '88 :

Asst . Clk . , '93 ; 3rd

Cl . Clk . , '96

Atherton , S. Jr. Clk . 1867

CT6. Gillman , E. Tel. 1892

Heagerty, J. C. . 1882

Rackham, A. W. 1891

L.P.S.D .;

Cir. Off. O'Connell , J. Insp. 1873 ; Over.,'89; Insp.,'96

Tanner, H. J. 1870 ; Ist Cl . Sr. , '81 ;

Insp . , '90

Isaac, J. K. Sr. Boy Sr. , '76 ; Sr. , '88

Ward F. O. 1897

Williamson, J.T.
1889

S.W. Davis, J. Insp. 1850 ; Over. , '74 ; Insp. ,

89

S.E. Ellison , C. P. Sr. 1894

Hitchcock
, T. J .. 1890

Nor. MissH. F. Cr. Cik. and Tel... 1874

Vaughan

Batt. Grigg, T. W. H. Insp. 1873 ; Over. , '85 ; Insp. ,

91

R.L.O. Miss L. A. Retr . Tel . , C.T.O. , '84 ; Retr.

Hutchinson R. L.O., '91

S.B.D. Leal, C. E. Sub. Contr. 1865 ; Princ . Clk. , '91 ;

Sub . Cont . , '95

Saunders, H. H. 2nd Div. Clk . 1888

Sendey, A. J. 1880 ; Hr. Gr. , '97

Andover Tredgold, C. 1875

Barnsley ... Wright, G. W. E. Ch. Clk. 1868 ; Clk. , 72 ; Ch.

Clk . , '91

Cardiff Miss M. Fairlamb Tel . 1897

Leeds Stevenson , J. S.C. & T. S.C. & T. , Bathgate, '93 ;

Leeds, '94

Liverpool Dowbiggin , G .... 2nd Cl. Asst. Super. 1871 ; Cik. , 86 ; Asst.

( P.) Super. , '94

Pickering, H. 1867 ; Asst . Super. , '90

Jones, R.G. 1877

York Rucklidge, W.
Clk. ( P.) 1881 ; Clk. , .96

Edinburgh McIntosh ... S.C. & T. 1879 ; S.C. & T. '81 ,

Glasgow Shearer, J. Clk . ( P. ) 1881 ; Clk. , '94

McQuade ... S.C. & T. 1880

Sinclair, J. 1885

Tarbert Brown, J. 1883

Dublin Brown , J. W. 2nd Div. Clk . 1890

Hely, P. J. F. S.C. & T. 1889

Pmr.

..

.
.
.

79 >

CIK. (P. )

Pmr?
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Postmasters Appointed.

OFFICE. NAME. PREVIOUS APPOINTMENTS ,

Ashby de la Zouch

Chester-le -Street

Dewsbury ...

Gosport

Gravesend

Harwich

High Wycombe ...

Ipswich

Chatterton, J. ... Sr., W.D.O .; Cr. Clk. and Tel. ;

Pmr. , Harleston ; Chester le Street

Mrs. M. Hawdon . S.C. & T., Scarborough ; Pms. ,

Ashby de la Zouch

Brown , D. S.C. & T. , Chesterfield ; Ch. Clk. ;

Pmr., Kettering

Smith , W. W. News Distr . , S.O.; Asst. Super.

Intell. Bch .

Ilsley, J. S. ... G.W.R. ; E.T. Co. ; S.C. & T. ,

Devonport; Penzance; Falmouth ;

Insp. , E. in c.0. ; Pmr. , Maiden

head ; West Hartlepool ; Newton

Abbot

Bateman , G. T. Sub -Pmr., Battersea, High Street

Peacock , W. M. S.C. & T. , Gt . Yarmouth ; Clk. ;

Pmr. , Woodbridge

Bovill , E. J. E. Clk . , Engr. Dept., So. Div.; E. in

C.Q.; Sur. Clk . ; Pmr., East

bourne ; Darlington

Whiteley, W. S.C. & T. , Colne

Cook , W. H. Clk. , Hull ; Pmr. , Ulceby ; Welling

borough

West , W. F.... M.T. Co.; Super., T. , Hull ; Pmr.,

Banbury; Winchester, Warrington

Arman , E. W. J. ... Boy Clk ., S.B.; Clk ., 3rd Cl. ; Čik . ,

2nd Div. ; Pmr. , Chelmsford

Johnstone, C. S.C. & T. , Bath ; Pmr. , St. Ives,

Hunts.

Allen , A. Tel . , 2nd Cl . , N.W.; C'man ;

Writing Asst . ; Overseer

Fraser, A. S.C. & T., Inverness

O'Brien, M. S.C. & T., Templemore

Briggs, A. Tel . , Parsonstown Rly. Stn . : S.C.

& T. and Actg. Pmr., Ballybrophy

O'Flanagan, P. J.S.C. & T.

Miss Keaven Pms. , Oranmore

Kirkby Lonsdale

Loughborough

Sunderland ...

Tunbridge Wells

Wellingborough ...

Woodbridge

Stornoway

Charleville

Tipperary

Tuam

Virginia

ABBREVIATIONS.

Asst. , Assistant ; Ch. , Chief ; Cl . , Class ; Clk. , Clerk ; Cont . , Controller ;

Div. , Division ; Engr. , Engineer ; Fem . , Female ; Hd. , Head ; Hr., Higher ;

Insp ., Inspector ; Jr., junior; Lr. , Lower ; Over. , Overseer ; P., Postal ; Fmr. ,

Postmaster ; Pms., Postmistress ; Pr.-Kr. , Paper-Keeper ; Princ., Principal ;

Retr. , Returner ; Sec’s. , Secretary's ; Senr., Senior ; s.C., Sorting Clerk ;

S.C. & T. , Sorting Clerk and Telegraphist ; Sr., Sorter : Stg. , Sorting ; Sta. ,

Stationary; Sur., Surveyor ; Super., Superintendent or Supervisor ; T., Tele

graphs ; Tel . , Telegraphist ; Tr. , Tracer .
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To our TReaders.

S
UBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1899 ARE NOW DUE, and we ask

our friends to send them in at once, so that we may know

exactly what arrangements to make for the year. A subscription

form is enclosed with each copy of the present issue, and attention is

directed to the rules and suggestions which appear on it.

ALL REMITTANCES should be addressed to the Hon. Trea

surer, Mr. A. F. KING, c/ Messrs. GRIFFITH & Sons LD., PRUJEAN

SQUARE, OLD Bailey, E.C. Cheques and Postal Orders should be

made payable to him, and should be crossed “London and Midland

Bank, Newgate Street, E.C. "

COVERS FOR BINDING VOL. VIII.-- Applications, together

with a remittance of one shilling for each cover required, should be
made to MR. A. F. KING.

The audited accounts for 1898 will appear in our January number.

We make a special appeal to our readers at home and abroad to

help us by sending articles for publication , newspaper cuttings ,

drawings, photographs, notices of events , &c. , either to the Hon .

Editor,

EDWARD BENNETT, c/o MESSRS. GRIFFITH & Sons LD. ,

or to PRUJEAN SQUARE,

SHERWIN ENGALL, OLD BAILEY, E.C.}

Copies of Nos. 21 , 22 , 23 , 25 , 26 , 27 , 28 , 29 , 30 , 31 , and 32 can

be obtained by subscribers at 9d.each, and Vols . VI., VII., and VIII.,

bound in red cloth , at 5 /. each.

Should
any subscriber fail to receive his copy in due course , he

should at once communicate with MR. ENGALL.

Vol . IV. , No. 22 , October 1898, Sixpence.

THE NEW CENTURY REVIEW .
CONTENTS.

A Study from the Terror. H. Schütz Wilson.

The Ageof Faith and the Churchof Fiction. T. H. S. Escort.

Chester Macnaghten , a Religious Educator.Miss E. R. CHAPMAN .

Reminiscences of a Professional Politician , III.

Jane Austen . EDWARD BENNETT.

Why the British Race is Superior. JOSEPH BANISTER.

And other articles.

LONDON : KELVIN, GLEN & Co. , 4 , Pilgrim Street , Ludgate Hill , E.C.

COLONIAL AGENTS : ROBERT A. THOMPSON, 180, Pitt Street, Sydney ;

362, Little Collin Street , Melbourne ; 7 , King William Street , Adelaide ;

Edward Street , Brisbane ; 33, Loop Street, Cape Town , &c . , &c .



All my sub -offices have them.

Extracts
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Completely eclipses anything brought under

notice of Postmaster.

No Postmaster should be without one.

Most excellent arrangement ; quite a boon .

Please send me another Folio, last done good

service, cannot live without one.
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مم NOTICE.

Postmasters, Sub - Postmasters, Clerks in Charge, Clerks, and

others who wish to keep their stocks in order and save time in

balancing should look at above illustration and note these prices.

Large Postal Order Folio , 8s.; Ordinary Postal Order Folio , 55.;

if with bands, as illustrated , 6s. 6d.; Large Stamp Folio, 4s. 6d.;

small size, 3s. ; Licence Folio, 5s .; Bill Stamp Folio, 4s. 6d.

Any of the above will be sent, carriage paid , on receipt of Postal

Order to the value payable at Blackburn Road, Bolton .

PERCY KNOTT,

1 , Blackburn Road, BOLTON.

Please mention this magazine when writing.

ADDRESS :

hy





RETURN TO the circulation desk of any

University of California Library

or to the

NORTHERN REGIONAL LIBRARY FACILITY

Bldg . 400, Richmond Field Station

University of California

Richmond, CA 94804-4698

ALL BOOKS MAY BE RECALLED AFTER 7 DAYS

• 2-month loans may be renewed by calling

(510) 642-6753

1 -year loans may be recharged by bringing

books to NRLF

• Renewals and recharges may be made 4

days prior to due date .
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